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We Redédicate Ourselves
As We Accept NEA Award

Ameriean| weekly journalism's highest
honor came to The Birmingham Eccen-
tric last week.

It was the National Editorial Associa-
tion's judgment that The Eccentric was
first in 1955 for general excellence among
the nation’s| suburban weeklies, tradition-
ally the pacesetters for the weekly press
of America.

This is a
among the
more than

much sought-after distinction,
weekly newspapers, who' total
0’100 in lhm country.

THE NEA'S AWARD WAS MADE on-
ly after cargful consideration of the ele-
ments that|comprie a newspaper-. . .
content, appegrance, style, pictures, com-
munity servic® and several other lesser

but importapt aspects,

Stupid

Republican leaders claim they are look-
ing for issues and personalities that will
restore them to power in Michigan. They
will do well to review, among other sub-
jects, the acts and records of a few of
their Legislators in Lansing.

The stupid, often entirely selfish per-
formances of men like State Senator Has-
kell Nichols| of Jackson, are what disgust
thousands df Republican voters through-

When' Government s

.Local, state and federal governments in
the fiscal year 1954 cost American tax-
paying- cltl7*ns $103,247,000,000. The fed-
eral boys anf girls taxed you for $71,547,-
000,000; state governments took $14,700,-

000,000; an{l local governments obtained
$17,000,000,000.

(3 nveraqea $652.20 for every man,
woman and child in the nation. Over and
beyond whit these agencies honestly
needed, thatl amount of money taken from

We at The Eccentric humbly accept this
honor which has come to us. But in ac-
cepting it, we do so only-with the affirma-
tion and dedication to continue our efforts
to serve the community.

We pledge anew always to serve the
best interests of our loyal readers and
our steady advertisers who make possible
the syceess of our publishing enterprise.

o

THIS HONOR WE HAVE received, we
feel, is an explicit tribute to publishing
integrity and a high morality of journal-
istic effort.

To this, too, we rededicate ourselves to
our unfaltering purpose and energies.

All this to the end that we may better
serve you and your community.

Stupid Republicans

out Michigan.

MEN LIKE .\l( ll()l,. are the type of
politician who play along with their own
district’s voters . . . and “the rest of the
State take the hindmost.”

Until men like Nichols are supplanted
by bettér Republicans, the Party can ex-
pect to lose both friends and financial sup-
port.

A Legahzed Bandlt

you was done via legalized banditry.
« )

IF A BANDIT holds you up and takes
£100 from you, the police will try to cap-
tute him and send him to jail. But if a
unit of government taxes you $100 more
than it basically and honestly is required
to, then it is legal.

Actually, so far as your $100 is con-
cerned, what is the difference?

| From The Eccentric's Point of View...

little things

College lr*lnlnz provldeﬁ obvious inspir-
ation, we've observed. I1t’s amazing how
many different ways students can devise
for asking llrur parents for more money.

Experts lj! quick to tell us that it’s the
that count. And then they
urge us to use our heads!

Moscow claims that a peasant in Kindigi
I8 147 years old. Actually he is probably
only about 30, In the Soviet you don't live
longer; it just seems longer.

‘The wise miss knows that brains should
go with beauty. But she also is aware that
most young men can see better than they
can think!

Wherever government operates a public
seryice, the cost of it nearly always$is
greater than though it were conducted by

.

£/ 60E5 T0 WORK®
[ ==ZON THE ROUTE- @

prn.nlu competitive business. This es-
ally is true on large waterpower elec-
lnc generating plants. To be sure, those
who buy such power cheap do so at the
expense of the general tax-paying public.
TVA is a note-worthy example of this;
its costs are not honestly exposed.

One chief reason, it is reported, why
some cigarette lighters won't work is be-
cause they would rather lounge about,
away from the job.

Given a chance to do something fine,
millions of people will respond. Recently
in San Diego, Cal, a blind German shep-
herd dog, the kind used for Seeing Eyes,
was placed in the dog pound, to be done
away with in a few days. Newspapers car-
ried the story, and thousands offered to
take the canine. Indeed, normal human
nature is generous, loving.

The "Ordiriury" Americans
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HORSE SENSE AND NONSENSE

By ALICE E. MORGAN
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| Happenings

Bits Of News Gleaned From
The Items That Make Up

of Long Ago |

Old Files Of The Feeentric—
The Historical Background

Of The Birmingham Of Today.
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June 23, 1905
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Acoustics in Birmingham's city com-
ion room are not, the best that could

And sometimes, commissioners them-

selves have a difficult time hearing their
colleagues 10 feet away.

At a recent meeting, Commiissioner Flo-
elected only three months
leaned forward, tried to hear a dis-

Commissioner William Roberts,
Willett’s inability to

seeing
understand

You'll find we sometimes have two

meetings going on—one for that side of
the room, and one for this side.”

Dan Gerber, chairman of the Michi-
Development (ommis-
appealed for a week
1 Michi-
was observed May

5-
"Il s not Michigan “PI"\ that counts
" Gerber said.

I think, is to

What Gerber want

make Michigan as widely known as his

baby foods.

Last week General Motors announced it
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This probably will put new life in those
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sepower,
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Bake once a month

Yo feggor 0ty

Good buy on_berries
about baking some pies?

Bake eight and “bank” six

your home food freezer.
It'll keep them oven-fresh!
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