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A Free, Responsible and Aggressive Press
Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense ®

~ Two Sides To Southfield,

Troy City

Whether a voter in Southfield or Troy
Township shduld vote for or against the
proposition, June 7, to become a city de-
pends upon where he lives and has his
interests at the moment.

Under the present Township form of
government he will live under a pattern
of restricted home rule, while as a city
his governing body will have greater pow-
ers than a Township Board, and thus bet-
ter be able to tackle and solve a variety
of local problems. )

Under the Township government, Fow-
ever, taxes will be lower, in keeping with
fewer public services rendered; as a city,
its residents may expect to find their

’taxes increased, the degree being in direct
o to the quality and quantity of public
demanded.

IN THE CASE OF Southfield Township,
growing at a greater rate than Troy Town-
ship, where the concentration of popula-
tion today. is in the southeast section, it
is to be expected that residents there will
approve the change to a city

They -are located where a consjderable
part of the Township’d industry, with its
large tax p: currently ts; they
are in an a airly heavily developed, no
doubt reasonahly close to where a new
city wonld locate its police and fire depart-
ments, and other city hall service:

Assumipg that this southeast area will
copfinue to increase i population more,
rapidly than uny other section of the
Township, its voters probably will dom-
~inate the proposed new city's governmen-

:}'I gencies. This control, of course, is
P!

yment,

le. wherever  similar  conditions
prevail under Home Rule governmental
laws. .

ON THE OTHER HAND, residents in
Southfield areas where larger homes and
lots are the pattern might not he willing
to adjust themselves to the planning of
falks whose ideas are different from their
own. -

1t must be remembered, though, that
once an area affiliates itself with another
area, it cannot sephrate at same later date.
Forever, its destiny is wrapped up as just
a part of the whole.

Southfield and Troy Townships are, for
the most part, at present vacant and un-
developed areas of land. That both will
increase tremendously in population dur-
ing. the next 25 vears is agreed upon by
all informed people.

SOME OF THE EXPERTS @n the sub-
ject we have talked with agree that, over
the In‘)g pull of from 25 to 50 years, the
incorporation of a large area into one city
form of government can be reasonably
successful; but it will yequire extra good
and careful municipal planning, with cap-
able public officials to administer affairs.

And many years, and many tax pay-
ments will have to take place before
sections of such an area will get what
they want in public services.

However, to remain as a Township,
under present State laws, is to be without
adequate publ es indefinitely:

The alternative, say the experts,

to

Proposals

forming one large city in an area in which
50 much vacant property cyrrently exists,
is the formation of a few villages or cities,
to be determined by the nature of the area
environment desired by those who live
there.

TODAY SOUTHFIELD TOWNSHIP,
for example (and the same general situa-

tions apply to Troy Township) has a pop- |

ulation of 30,000 in the 31 square miles
proposed for the suggested single city by
1985 it is estimated that the population
will approximate 100,000.

A single city of 100,000, as against a
half dozen or less smaller villages or cities,
is the $64 question. With a single city, say
the experts, there will be less flexibility
in the pattern of area developments than
if there be several smaller ones, each de-
ciding (asin the case of Franklin and
Lathrup areas) what type of community
they want to develop into and remain.

Another alternative to the single city
plan is for a subdivision area contiguous
to a village or city to ask itself thig que:
tion: shall 1 seek to be annexed to my
neighboring village or city because already
it has developed ulrmg the lines I like?

USE OF ’Illl\ I.AST alternative,
course, cannot be resorted to in either
Southfield or Troy Townships, unless both
fail to become cities when the ballots are
counted June 7; or, even though one or
hoth Townships do vote for the change to
city, should they fail to formulate and
adopt city charters within two years they
will. revert to Township gtatus (in the
meantime operating under Township rule
until a charter is adopted).

In such a case one or both, as the situa- |

tion might be, will be back w hc‘rr they now
are, and “can start all over”.
Summing up the entire ~<||hjpr!, it can
be sai) that both those for changing to a
single city and those opposed to it have
same logical arguments on their sides.
As the experts have declared: “It all
depends on where you live and what your
interests are at the moment. Under Town-
ship rule you never can expect to obtain
all the public services that either a single
city or several smaller ones can provide
for its residents. But it should always be
remembered that public services on a mu-
nicipal level must be paid for by levying
taxes against those who benefit from
th services. The more services ren-
dered, the higher the taxes.”

SO THERE YOU ARE, Mr. and Mrs.
Southfield or Troy Township Voter.

This newspaper has (ried, through its
news columns, to bring to you the pro and
con sides of the subject. After all, many
will agree that the issues at stake are
fairly evenly divided . . . depending, as we
stated in the beginning of this editorial,
on where one lives and has his interests.

If you are in doubt, probably you'll vote
“NO" and then join with others to investi-
gate the entire subject at greater length.

If you have made up your mind, you'll
approve the proposition June 7.

In the language of the vernacular: "Ynu
pays your !.l‘((w vou m..ke\ your Lhmco
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ONE THING OR ANOTHER By Geor,

Man’s futile ability, compared to
God’s enduring facility, was clearly
demonstrated to me May 21-22.

That Saturday Birmingham’s wa-
ter system labored mightily for 21
hours to produce almost 6 million gal-
lons of water which residents used,
thereby creating a mew high in de-
mand.
Then the next day, the Almighty

set a local record of His own—in only

25 minutes that evening He deposited

1.15 inches of rainfall, or 93,930,000

gallons!

Bir 's city ¢ decided
last week to open its future committee
meetings to the press and the public.

After considerable deliberation I
over some months, commissioners discov-
ered they were not meeting behind closed
doors because they had things to hide, but
because they had thought the public and
the press would unnecessarily hamper
their speed in the solution nf community
problems.

It is my conviction that thmr decision,
in the long run, will be the one which
really speeds up solutions to community
problems.

Open meetings will give the general
public a feeling of confidence in their com-

8, and b f that growing

HORSE SENSE AND NONSENSE

By ALICE E. MORGAN

After reading an_article that hinted of a serious fur

shortage, thanks to Davey Crockett, it came to us that as a
nation we are slaves to advertising.
Before a baby is born, the pros-+

pective parents are reading baby-
care books which they learn about
through advertising. They begin
stock-piling supplies of advertised

baby foods, clothes, and other
miscellaneous items.
When baby comes home from

the hospital he is already set on
a path laid down by advertising.
His medical needs, his toys, what
e eats, wears and how and where
| he sleeps, are selected through ads.

As he grows older he is enrolled
in an advertised pre-school group
riding to and from the school in
a widely advertised bus.

i e starts grade school he
uses advertised pencils and cray-
gns, hounds dad until he gets an
advertised bile and thien begins
beating -the drums for an adver-
tised bb gun

AN ADVERTISED watch should

enter
After that will be a car which the
ads said has everything. Of course
it will be driven on its way
| advertised gas and roll smoothly |
w-nd safely on advertised tires.
If there's pin money enough it
}\ull be loaded with advertised |
| gadgets and will pour forth music
| from advertised radio along |
| with lot of words advertising
| things.

When college looms, the "b-hy"hume n.ppm An advertised fun- |

‘\ull go to the college which dad

been advertising for ye
Hc 1l wear the sharpest of adver-|
tised clothes now, of course, and
want meney to attend all the ad-
vertised shows.

| WHEN HE méets"the girl, hetl
| want to deck her out in adve
Corsages and oomer or Tater it |

the conversation about now. '

go shopping for an advertised dia-
mond. Next comes the advertised
~wedding band.
oth will shop furiously for ad-
vertised clothes, make reservations
at an advertised resort and wonder
where they are going to put all
those advertised wedding presents.

Their life will repeat itself here
! as they surround their own children
with advertised products.

The new father will buy adver-
tised stocks and bonds and buy
advertised insurance to provide for
his family and to assure his and
|his wife's comfort in their old
age.

They may even invest in an ad-
vertised cottage small enough {nr

wo, getting ready for those days |
when their children are grown and
gone away.

Old age finds them with bifocals
advertised to save eyes, one of

by |man’s most precious gifts

They buy -advertised books and
| furnishings and make plans for
|advertised cruises as lho‘lr adver-
tised investments pay
| Like many others, lhey buy ad-
vertised pills to help ward off the |
advances of old age

e moves on and the inev.

eral home conducts the last sad |

rs. | rites and an advertised headstone

|marks the grave.

| "Friends have sent advertised |

|cards of comfort and advertised

nnr.l pieces. Soft music has been |
ayed on an advertised organ,

Powered by advertised electricity
Mankind goes on—sure of one

Ilitelong companion, advertising.

Happenings

Bits Of News Gleaned From
The Items That Make Up

of Long Ago

Old Files Of The Eccentrie—
The ‘Historical Background

f The Birmingham Of.Today.

50 YEARS AGO
June 2, 1905

Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Meyer and
cousin, Mr. Rhoderic Hosner, bath
from Kibbie, Mich., blew in' town
Monday Inst and everybody was
glad to see the hoys, Better yet
Meyer saw a builder and will at
once build & fine house in our vil-

¥
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lage and will some day come to us
to live

Mr. and Mrs. H. L.
rejoicing over the arrival of a 12
pound boy. Mother and son doing
nicely.

and resting up after a long spell of

steady work

Announce been made
| recently by the appointment office
| of Central Michigan Normal School
| that Stanley Anderson has ac-
| cepted a position as physical train-

Peter Anderson of Ridgedale ave-
nu

Among the interesting arrivals
on the steamer Majestic when she
docked in New York early this

week were the Wesson Seyburns,
who have been sojourning abroad
for six weeks. They are expected
o come on this week and spend a
portion of the summer months at
their place in Bloomhlld Hills.

wheu they visited friends.

15 YEARS AGO
May 29, 1940
The Acorn Award, one of the

highest awards given to adult
leaders by the Boy Scouts of
Amerl

Mai
Friday might.

Mrs. Jouvh L. Hardig, of Ken-
nesaw road, entertained & company
of little girls, at supper Friday
evenjng, honoring her daughter,
Carolyn, who was celebrating her

y Anmnrury

Dick Gilkﬂ 'n elected prul-
dent of the active chapter
National Honor Society at Iu ﬂm
meeting after school Thursday,
May 23,

ADVERTISING remains, though.*

Beckwith are

Mrs. Nellie Stison s visiting |
with her sister, M George |
Husted, at Mayville, Tu a coun-
ty, Mich., and having a vacation

ing instructor and coach at Manis- |
tee. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. |

Mr. and .\Iu. l-mr[e Hebble-
wmu of Pierce street, spent a |-
art of this week in Armada,

confidence, the commission’s plans and
proposals will be accepted more readily
and with more blessings than under the
former “closed door” policy.

A Baldwin (Mich.) fishetman who
likes to use worms for trout fishing,
has started a test case against a new
state law which says he can't use that
kind of bait on 46 miles of trout
streams. | wonder how the trout fly
fishermen are going to wiggle out of
this one?

Current campaign of the Birmingham
chamber of commerce to increase its mem-
bership is an encouraging sign.

Since the war, the city and its surround-
ing area has grown immensely-—and its
problems and opportunities have increased
in size accordingly.

The C of C’s board of directors and vari-
ous committees have adopted a vigorous
program to initiate, encourage or assist in

\ Wm. Averill ;

the many things that

bringing into realij
done for the entire

can and should bd
community’s welfa

Such an endeavol
everyone's suppor
active C of C m
booster.

believe, should have,
y enlisting as an
ber and community

1 3
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Besides Coke jand Lifesavers, the \
only other thing|which has not risen
in price for Birmingh resid is
the cost of their|

According to Clly Manager D. C..
Eghert, 1,000 gallons of it costs only
20 cents—whicN j§ the same price
charged back in|1823,

oM
Birmingham city ‘mmmissinn's recent
decision to review fhg requirements of the
off-street parking M1 licensing ordinance
is a move which'pfiftate parking lot own-
ers should welcomg. | |
Presently, withip [the next year and a
half, they would He|required to hardsur-
face their |>:«rxiv\x areas under penalty of
having the license| evoked.
“Hardsurfacing” ould umslst of as-
phalt or concrete. | ||
Thosp city i ‘qhn favor
koo]xmz considerall conlrnl over -appear-
ances of parking 1§t&—public or ‘mvate—
claim the surfacigg will keep down the

vater.

OTHER (‘l)\i\l; SIONERS — notably
i

Dean Beier — he dust can be pre-
vented at cons ly less cost than as-
phalt or concrete] |Oiling, for instance,
Beier says
weral private b owners say they will
have to discontinup §hc-|r lots ‘because of
the expense involyed. First to officially
notify the city of possibilty has been
Embury  Methodigt| chureh, which only
recently undertool Ll'inunc'n- drive for its
new edifice.

My opinions agre¢ with Beier's.

Such parking fapijities are for my con-
venience, I feel. I Believe any municipality
should be restrictefl {to ontlining an objec-
tive and setting up{the ground rules for
plaving the game.

But T do not beljeve the municipality
should be allowed [{o pick the specific
equipment for cagh [player. That should
be left to individyal choice.
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Still doing the Black Bo
PR

As you can see, we don't mean the flopper-day dancel
. . but a routine that's just as exhausting—scrubbing
and scouring black-bottomed pots and pans.
Now that's something that an eleciric cook never
has to do. You see, electric heat is clean as light. That's
why kitchen walls and curfains stay cleon longer, too.
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