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A Free, Responsible and Aggresswe P,
gy Ikmocmcys First Line of Defl

Keeping Faith With Lincoln

How Tb Set Better Civil
Defense Program’ Here

For two.hours Wednesday evening last
week, a few members of the Birmingham
city commission and City Manager Donald
C. Egbert sat around a table with Homer
Higbee, executive pssistant to_the civil
defense director of Michigan,” and dis-
cussed the problems of setting up adequate
measures to meet conditions that might
come in the event of war.

Aiding their talk was Rollie Reese, loeal
acting postmaster, who for several years
served, without pay, the local community
on this problem.

e

AFTER GOING OVER most of th»
phases_of the subject it was agreed:
First, that the entire civil defense nro-
cedures, from the federal through the
state levels, is far from being a practical
reality.
Second, there is too little direction from
these levels to the local community ph
. togmuch talk, too much “paper work”,
and. therefore, not much of realistic value
- to the average citizen.

~

Higbee ted that Bir
hire, with adequate compensation, a man
whose sole duty is to ledrn about all the
phases of civil defense, develop that lead-

. ership which will bring together from
existing public agencies the nucleus of a
workmx community organization to be
used in case of disaster.

THE CITY COMMISSION, we firmly
believe, ought to act on this suggestion .
for the money involved is but a fragmen-
tary part of the city’s annual expeditures,
and the benefits for our whole populace
are of inestimable value.

To try to develop and direct a good civil
defense program here by using part-time
voluntary citizen aid will not work . . and
iRollie Reese vigorously s\xpporml this
beljef. at the meeting.

If you, Mr. and Mr:

v labte a maximum of
])rnch“ﬂ “civil defense aids, you can help
to get it by letting your city government
know about it . . . and, may we add, the
sooner the better!

Television, Needs Improvement

“In our eagerness to relax and enjoy
entertainment in our home, few of us give
much thought to the question what the
quality of television shows should be.

Keeping in mind the fact that television
shows, just as any other entertainment,
must not be aimed above the heads of the
masses, we can still hope for some stan-
dard of quality.

It seems to be obvious now that the
Broadway stage producllon and its type
‘of entertainment, is not ideally suited for
mass distribution to American towns and
cities in all purls of the country

THERE ARE FEW re.\llv sensible D(O(i
and portrayals froi
York on our televi: .

The producers, writers and directors go

off the deep end in trying to be super-
dramatic, reach a fifth dimension in psy-
chological hokum and just plain weak
plots.

There are many fine television pro-
grams, and we are glad that educational
TV channels are being utilized more and
more.

WE ALSO ARE HOPEFUL that some-
day, somehow, a way will be found to bring
the American public factual reports by

Sthe Government and by non-partisan
groups in Congress, the courts, and so on.

Certainly, the present fare of television
programming can and must be improved.

Stupid plots, stupid dialogue, sordid life
and fast living are being overworked.

Dueling Not Gentlemanly (

A voice from the past sounded when
President: Anastasio Somoza of Ni
challenged > President J Figueres
Costa Rica to settle the dispute between
the two countries by fighting a duél. Duel-
ing, onge common in the United States and
other c¢buntries, disappeared so long ago
that a challenge like this seems to carry
us back at least a century. -

Dueling once was a common practice of
those who considered themselves gentle-
men. In 17th century Fran t was once
estimated that 6,000 lives had been lost in
duels in 10 years.

In our own country

® £

duels Killed such

eminent men as Button Gwinett, a signer
of the Declaration of Independence, Alex-
ander Hamilton and Commodore Stephen
Decatur, great naval hero of the struggle

with the Barbary pirates and the War of
1812,
BOTH ANDREW JACKSON wnd his

7

snator Thomas H.

senatorial supporter ;
killed opponents in

Benton of Missouri
duels.

The code of honor has now changed for
the better, and dueling is now seen for
what it is, a lawless breach of the peace.

I From The Ecceritric's Point of View...

In 1947 a comprehensive engineering
survey of Michigan's highway needs
showed the sum of $1,434,000,000 was
needed to bring all roads up to modern
standards . . . so, you see, Gov, Williams
and tHe Legislature want you to start do-
ing the job with a half-billior dollar bond
issue they may ask you to vote on in April.

Almost to a man, woman and child, citi-
zens of the United States are loyally sup-
porting the combined attitude of President
Eisenhower and Congress toward the CHi-

nese Reds. We Americans have come to
the firm and realistic; conclusion that it's
time to tell the Chindse Communist lead-
ers: “This far, and no further shall you

go!" In the meantime this earth ag:
stands on the threshhold of international
disaster .. . and it reminds us of those

great words spoken by the lu
ator Arthur H. Vandenberg, “There are
some conditibns much worse than war it-
self.” Indeed, unless the march of Com-
nunistic tyranny is stopped now, how long
Suuhl it be before the barbariuns’ shackles
might be affixed to all free peoples?
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HORSE SENSE AND NONSENSE

BY ALICE E. MORGAN

‘ Throughout the notion, churches, social and service clubs,
and communities are observing National Youth Week.

| It's. not a time when these adult froups sit around and
\\‘u] about our younger generation going to the dogs, nor vet

a time when minds grow w in discussion of juvenile
| delinquenc;
| k gives rec- on the worthy accomplishments and
u of those who will omc
¢ to inherit the good and the bad of us.

THEY

ste ha
of the cour
guide it inte

\l(l. a
ficult i
who are

fit o the community to
WE DO NOT want to shut our
eyes to the fact that there s
youngsters in our town who b
slipped out of line. Rather,
wish to point up the fact that we on
cannot and must not let the phrase

We Heard It Said By:

Are you one of the “tired”?

Really tired?

Tired people, I mean.

Reason 1 ask—so many
seem to be so tired.

This interesting bit of data on what's
happening to the other guy has resulted
from my recent realization of the position
in which people eat.

(These observations of mine are up-to-
date, too, most recent of which was only
the other day.)

1t isn’t WHAT they eat.

Nor WHERE they eat.

Not even WHEN they eat.

's simply HOW they eat.

MANY PEOPLE ARE so tired they
have all they can do to keep their arms on
the edge of the dining room table—or the

people today

Jbeanery counter—and hold their fork or

spoon steady

They eat by falling forward with open
mouth which closes and removes the food
from said eating utensil as the face pro-
ceeds past and almost to the table
counter top. N

Thereupon, the eater struggles erect
again, chews silently for a_moment, then

falls forward for anothep bite. This proc-
ess goes on, even through the dessert and
coffee.

I'think this is an extremely serious situ-
ation for the Amoncnn mmon to be inl

THIS COU \TR\ H \s \0 MANY im-
portant problems, both foreign and domes-
tic, which must be solved that it can ill
afford to have its citizens so tired out that .
they have to pract force themselves
to eat.

There must be some insidious pressure
at work which is sapping our energies and
forcing us to bow eur heads to a pronged
piece of me

1f Congr
gational ide
problem.

in want of a good investi-
a, 1'd suggesi it bite into this
t

IT MIGHT EVEN BE connected up to
the treacherous. eommunist menace, if
Senator Joe McCarthy. could get his teeth
into it. '

Something “should be done

as expedi-
tiousl

y as possible, and not-on a piecemeal
basis, either: -

For with cach pasémg day, we appear’
to be getting weaker and weaker as this
problem eats further into thé national soul.

. E. SNYDER, 1901 Ken- s
mm court: “I don't believe A
there is any really private
parkifg in Birmingham, Mer L .
chants haven't the means to
ontrol the use of their park E
ing lots 1 a don't S
like to have the cars ll\\\w'
away because many of them
belong to customers. But the
customers seem to accept the
towing if it 1%’ municipal
poliee function on a municipal
lot.”
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HUGH C. WHITE

MULTIPLE LINE INSURANCE AGENCY

Hugh C.

White

217 Pierce St
Opposite Municipal Bldg.
Birmingham, Mich.
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INSURANCE PROBLEM?

Then call your LOCAL agent. Experience

makes him a good man to talk to concern-

TOWN man is e

with

Your Protection is our Profession

asy o locate.

which to place

Bill_Roberts

Telephone

Midwest 4-3610

are proving m h
ingly good citizens and  capable
leaders of the future
LOOK ABOUT you and <ee for of missi
yourself that there are plenty who share of  building
deserve our adult admiration-and goodwil
respect. Muke th a Beeatie they ure  youn
the e of their f - have not y own shells
st constantly waving the themselve do these
banner of those whose characters more quictly than adult
are_undesirable. their efforts g5 unreconiz
he deplorable thing shout these it on them ||
| juve that 5o of theiv ’
I recorde. | but no * boys and
er group does who ne y
| it becomes a matter of present the othe 2
v ecord their just dues. Let's muke them
e that as it m this is the the rs and examples for the
week the country ns its gaze others to follow

Happenihgs of Long Ago

Bits Of News Gleaned From Old Files OF The Eeee
The Items Ihnl Make Up The Hist al Bachground
OF The Birminghim Of Today.

ntric—

50 YEARS AGO
February 3,

30 YEARS AGO
05 February 6, 19

“Our old and most highly es-  Mrs. Hazel C. Lawler will be
teemed friend John Baldwin ol a cundidate for ‘the villuge clerk
emnly sivers thut e has noticed to h v
that we most always have our |e
Codest  weuther - the . winter |three  yen
time." |served the
e lof clerk, «
“A Sand Wl girl played post- | by a lare o

party the other eveni
d,

4I\h un highest honor that

4 upon any high
y ate of Michigan, by
e she fainted, and \.m she ite umuml\ was tendered
ould never look rmingham  high school st
face again. Friends | Word was received by su
ful and sobbing cre perintendent Vliet that the “high

and the next day had been placed on th
| married lightning rod o list of high schools of
P ity for the next three
T ewilliam  McCavey of Royal | ¥ears. This is the first time this
Ouk. at an carly hour Saturday |has occurred, the school formerly
y o find 1,‘ house accepted for periods of but

N or two years.

Mrs. Marjorie Miller'” Whitte-

¢ road. promine
he

McCavey threw

them de Th
fatter then Jumped to the ground cul '
in safety. The family cad only of the House and
in their night clothes, made their
way to a house. The
building  wax  totally  destroyed. | 15 YEARS AGO
Joss $3,000 February
{ L In the best all-a
| In the legislative farmers” club | the seaon
| which was organized at Lansin chool defeate
Thad D. Seeley, of thi ! 41 in a thrilli
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An art center is being estah-
lished by Mr.and Mis. Tom Raw
ngs, (807 W
“In grandfathar's time. par- '1','.’,";“'“3' Fou
ents worried abott bringing up Ok Tom B l‘.
their children. Nowaduys, their  American s has been in the
problem is keeping up with advertisine art field for over 20
vears

| them.”

Why

should |

buy an
automatic
clothes dryer?

An automatic dryer saves tons of
lifting, miles of walking, cuts sprin
kling time to zero and ironing time
in half.

Does it cost
much to
operate a

clothes dryer?

An all-electric clothes dryer operates
for just pennies a day . . . saves hours
of work.

Why do so

many folks

that own an
electric range

also buy an

electric dryer?

. range has proved to them that the
electric way is thé cleanest way!

Which .
electric clothes

dryer is the
BEST?

See your dealer or stop in at Detroit .

Edison for comparative data and de-
scriptive literature that will help you
make a choice.

ONE THING. OR ANOTHER 5y George Win. Averill




