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An Editorial .
Urge Careful Scrutiny
Of Southfield r

Thé most important tion they ever will
be called upon to dmm., con f;v,m\ the voters of
township, when they cast their bpllots Dec. 12/on whether or
not to adopt the charter formplated for them.

If they approve this chartgr then the. entire unincorpor-
ated area, comprising approximately 31.5 square miles of |
thinly-populated territory, will become u ¢ity, forever di-
vorced from its present township status,

It will be rexalled that on June 7 the question of dmmring
from township to city status was approved by the margin
of 3,176 favorable and :‘lll (;m,/mnu votes.

EVERY FACT und cons| MA I‘.Alﬂll\ attending tHis Dec. 12
election argues that the issue {s most vital to every resident,
concerned—as vital us were thd original discusdions and argu-|
ments concerning the adoption|of the U. S. Copstitution.

For this charter, or any othedr that may be considered, will
become the tern for the future development and govern-
ing techniques of the Southfield hrea. Althéugh it does pro-
vide for the usuul amendmenti from time to time, the his-
tory of such amendments reyeals that desired changes are
not always possible—the basj¢ cause being what is termed

“politics”.

THE REASON for this is that wherever an existing set
of luws or ordinances exists, which benefits, gpecial groups

outhfield |
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grop living north of 12 Mile Rd. opposes the charter lar Chorter should Lo wiitgen st into g the
Lecduse they are against Lecoming part of a large, sparsely!to f expecially in rupidiy e
settled city. They believe they eventually will be taxed and|  Another ph proposed charter ed by
goveraed by officials elected from dis-similar residential which elects council members to four-vear terms. Th . .
areals, and they don't want to be a helpless minority group. we agree, h merit rsonally, were we on t AGAIN. THEN L Cout the
o : ommiz=ion in Southfield, we would huve argued hortap e e W PO QUL Lhe 1
THE ORGANIZED group south of the 12 Mile Rd., al- three-year terms; e ng three one year, and two for cu arter Leing offered that meets every po
thodgh not unanimously against the plan to become a city, of two succeeding year provide “staggered term ata? probiem that ex or may in the f
oppdses the Chirter because of certain of its provisions. ~ which faeans that alwavs on the council there would be o 7 X , . ' .
There-are four points in the proposed charter which nearly -urry-over of desired experience by the remaining councii , ok diseussion also has taken plac et
.4]] npponcn'.:« of it are agreed upon. First, the single ward members N about the manner of acqu lerk
ystpm, wherein one or all of the seven-man council con- . .
ue)v bly could be elected from one part of the proposed cit MUCH DISCUSSION developed about the power of ;‘)“" ’)‘y‘ o
is meeting with unfavorable reaction from many voters. | the proposed city council to tax its peaple. A $10.00 tax rate e o -
This plan, they point out, is in direct opposition to the |imit is provided in the charter, this amount to be levi e, i) oo !
rican idea of representative government. against each $1,000.00 of assessed valuation, for carrying o1 » WiCHE SO SREHEIEE S 3
| I this respect this newspaper reminds voters that, because the regular city services. When additional taxes are ne B i hrcoss e )
of the scattered population areas in Southfield township. it | the charter limits this addition to $10.00 per thousand of 5 From s st i B ol irilod by the
is quite likely that u highly-organized portion of a city can | sessed valuation and requires that 60 per cent of the VOLErs o tho Mt could mube (e ot e 0T
|elect a majority of its officials front a single area. The only approve it at n election. Fiemution by the councilor s cominm fan et t con
| safe alternate to this is to resort to u system of wards, each ere really is nothing unusual about such Provisions in' vures mo doubt swathl seenmotah o etion vt both pro
‘m have its own council member. a city charter! 0 I"‘] h._'“‘”"l It would accomplish an acceptubl ition to
B But, like everything within the structure of self-govern '
| FOR YEARS Detroit has tried to adopt an amendment ment, an alert and informed citizenry is necessary to see ’
that would prevent too many of its State Legislators from that fuirness und honesty are given play in the process The  FORAFTER ALI ity manager is hived L
being elected in too few of its areas nly “joker™ (if it he called this, and every unit of gov- Jority vote of i council, and the citiz e dntellipe dert
Where a community is not too large, and its citizens have usceptible 1o at) the ingeling” of 0 their community's needs und soluti then the plan pro
|acquired a solidarity of community objectives, the single u\‘i“yw'\ values in order to -»hmm more tax revenues from posed in Un-) current charter on thi e of the problem
ward plan is not too objectionable, as in Birmingham, for people ) may be worth a favorable vote D
example. Co It ix good for the future of Southficld township citizens

But in the case of Southfield tow p, which covers far FOR EXAMPLE, | essing officer huas been placing that they are currently .n;n,m( in open discussions of tha
more square miles than is usual in city development, it should a 50 per cent of cash value on a business or residential prop- charter they will vote on is civieally v healthy ; it
never be overlooked, we believe, that efforts will be made by erty, say amounting to $5,000.00, with a tax rate of 10,00 | American way of setting up the pattern of self

certain well-populs

ed areas to control the activities of their

per thousand, he would obtain $50.00 in taxes; but if he kept

government.

or areas, these benefjciaries opganize to opposé change—and city government. From a physi standpeint, this can be re- the tux rate at $10.00 und raised the valuation to If the propo rter defeated, another can be fash
it is well known that an organized minority is more effective flected in the development of some areas in advance of other he would get un increase of $25.00, or o total of $75.00 in ioned, with whatever changes are deemed necessey. Tnde
at elections than a mxnjurllv that is not organized. urenk, regardless of actual needs for improvements. taxes Southfield voters may have three opportunitics to vote on
All of which eloquently ey that a community's ,),,w,_ P It must he remembered, too, that such increasges in valua- their new charter before thev, by State Low, wonld revert
nul charter ghould be as n-ur ¥y pvriou ag possible! THIS IS NOT to argue t such acourse might be fol- tion also may be, and often are, made by State or County A; i to towns Im. status. Or, if no decision is made within
As we untlerstand the sitgution in Southfleld tuwm)np, lowed in Southfield alone; it simply is the average behavior cqualization committees. fwo vears from the date of their decision to h,,‘,m‘ o
there are two groups qrganized against thig charter; the pattern of human beings, wherever they live. Foreseeing Indeed, there is no completely “jelled” policy or amount a they revert to a township form of govern
4 4 A

In My Opinion . .

Favors Inc rporatlon
Bul Not S’fld Charter

TO THE EDITOR: |

After reading Mrd Pulmer'k dissertation jn the Nov. 17
issue of The Eccentric, we (Dé¢Meayer represents the Oskland
Village subdivision board of |rectors) &houhl also like \hL
nmmrlunl(\ of “setting the rggoul straight.”

We, who are opposing the priesent charter, are not opposing
incorporation but mwr]mr.mnn under what we believe tu%@

|
ness to b run by a capa-
WL ity mannger. s

a bad charter,
FOUR YEAR TERM

Our interest is in seeing that
Southfield gets the right.start in

We believe that [ four-year pe:
Fod iy oo long [to a

this new chapter of its history. We
civie-minded individuals to devot,

want Southfield to begin this chap-
to city affairs and foo long to have

ter with a good charter-“hdt one
that advocades of this charter, us
the other type in office should
such un individual e elected,

written, are already suying: “Pass
We know that |f an individual |

this charter regardless; it can al-
ways be amended.”

WE KNOW any charter can'be | gogk ' good job if the best inter-
amended but we also know that [0t of Southfield and is willing to
1t Dan aaken Livona five yeurs 10| comtione in ofitoe ] ne il heEre
amend their charter. We want the| clected. We need| not fear “lack
best for Southfield- not something | Gf experienc we will cite the
to settle for, then amend.

TAXATION

We believe that the Ia‘ rate of
$10 and §10 ( .10 under Michi
gan equalization rates) per thou-
sand dollars of assessed luation

‘

| township clerk, “and Miss (Clara) ||
Lune, township treasurer, who
have served Southfield long and
well and have begn re-elected to
office every two years.

1 ion before

examples of Mrs, (Fannie) Adums,

Postal Dept. Recommends

‘Money Settlement
‘With S’field Twp.
Oullmed by Farms

AM

o rentived
financial  settlement uth.
field n the basis of pe; ages
worked out, by, Village Treasuper
James H. Barrett and Township
Clerk Fannie Adams. Southfield
will have to pass a similar resolu
the settlement is final

Barrett xaid Monday that the
| Villuge's  sha township re-
ceipts from State intangible and

sales tax diversion funds would be
per cent of that r by
Southfield.

Mrs.
\ﬂu\urd from June 13, the date Hml
incorporation  vote results
filed o Lansing, which would give
[ the village an 1B-day share in the

econd  quarter of 19! f sales
tax apd intangible tax revenues

|
FARMS — Council-
Monday

to make

share for the 18

| BINGHAMWS
|day sales tax ri amounts to
$41.02 and for_intangible
Finde haddition the village woul
receive 06 for their share of

Adams said this would be’

is abnormally excessive, especial
Iy in view of our present. high

3

VE DO NOT want to be sad-
4 with a bad munulm-n for

sales tax in the third quarter
ending Sept. 30.
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Postal offici: e
lengthy &tudy, recommended
that a post office be built in
the Mile

to serve Southficld to
wi

Southfield aren
nship
aded this week |
George AL Dondero,

it

am- | Rep

that the new

THE THRY
alitic t

school taxes. r years or te have to resort to
edall or council ncuon to remove
from office. We' will support
p fharter that calls for the elec-
tion of seven ' council members

UNDER this tax rate, § potin-
tial 60 per cent over our’ present
taxes is possible. We do not want
to even “open the crack i the
door” to wuch a possible tax lia-
bility. *We will support u charter| {
that' containy u tax limitation of
$3 and $3 per 1,000 of assessed
values,

the|_three

imita-
clly ‘manager  form
government _and  four-year
ms for councilhen—we believe
rits our opposition to approval
this charter for Southfield by

voters on Dec. 12.

Ve ‘will continue to sugport i
Iporation for Southfield but we
not in such |a hurry for it
we will support a charter that
be amended. We want the best
Southfield and see no reason to
tle for what we consider is less
n the best.
ncerely,
enry M. DeMeyer
24107| Gleneyrie

wmhml(ian n!
xee

CITY MANAGER
Currently, there are 1,325 coun-
cil-manager governed cities in the|
u Ninety per cent of these
cities have the city manager re-
sponsible for all phases of city ad
ministration. The present writing
of the charter for Southfield falls
into 10 per cent that
respomuibilities to_the
Ve will support a
churter that establishes Southfield

e
thy

Palmer Discusses Taxes

itors’ Note: Howard Palmer i | cit
a certified public accountant, asso- as

ed with one of the largest $1
ounting firms; in the nation. LI
He is not a candidate for office.) D!

<SINCE MY opinfons outlining ju
misinterpretations of the praposed

charter were published two weeky zal
ago, | have received many phone ba
calls from inquiring citizens, con th
fused by pro and con discussions usp equalized values in determin-
of the proposed Southfield charter] ing its tax rate. Equalization of
Here are nswers based on property values and adjustments
facts. of [tax rates apply to state, county

The -cost to -taxpayers, if the angd schools

carrent Soithfield city charter iy | el
voted in, seems to be the main ANOTHER POINT,
oint of contention by oppone: nts, $1,000 permissive
Data has been published showing bondc-d \ndebl«lnr-
that an $8,000 u“un‘-l bome would LEVIED WITHO!
hn\a tax increases of (up| OF 60 or THE
This is ntterly fantastic. No| than required und
One’ would be 1 favar of such 4 ship rul
move | . . u;w.uu\ me

THE l'll.\H I‘Hl( duw NOT give

of the

can levy up, o
v each

14
0 fo

erating  purposds. means
t what is ‘slated
)pposition W‘R\JH that eguali-
ion ralcs enter phe picture fuere,
llooning the figures. That is not
case. City governments do not

more
r current town-
in which only 517 of
; the vote can obligate yuu and me.
|| Isn't this better cpntrol

Taxes for apem.mg expenses
such muthority, nar would any| unfler the propospd charter are
council ever attempt same. Oppo. 1,000 of assess-
sition to the charter should swdy| ed . This in¢ludes fire pro-
the charter's tmx | provisions to| tedtion, police, rubbish. collection,
avoid misinterpretation and dis-| rosd mainsenance |and the city's
semination of false data. share in the EWrrgﬂm Inter-
In fact, there is much opposi-| ceptor Authority.
tion talk about. the millage tax
levy. Chapter IX states that thel 1

fummary chart
, Page 5, Sec. 5)

Local Design Expert Reveals Plans
For 1st 4-Seat American Sports Car:

| Intangible taxes, pai
year, will come directly
villuge next year, and

to  the
should
amount to about $300, Harrett esti-
mated.

ures do mot include gas
and wﬂ;,h'. tax funds which are
figured on the basis of road mile-
age, yet to be determined.

e

BARRETT and Adams also e
mated -that sales tax div
money_would total about $1
yearl

thuld Southfleld become a city
Dec. 12, it would divide common
properties with Bingham Farms
Riving the village 1576 per cent
Lof all assets.

Investigate Deaths
Of 2 §'fld Women

SOUTHFIELD — The deaths of
two Bouthfield women are ¥
investigated by authorities
Beverly Jackson, 2, o
Southfigld died Sunday m.m in Re
ceiving hospital, Detroit, as the
result of an illegal operation per
formed upon her last September
h) a Detroit woman, pohce believe.
The death of Mrs. W. Camp
bell, .33, of 17326 “m 14 Mile
road in & Royal Ok osteopathic
| surgeon’s office will be investigat
{ed during a coroners inquest set
for Dec. 15, chief assistant Oakland
{ County Prosecutor George F. Tay-
lor said.
[ Mrs. Campbell died N
|about an hour after she
the doctor’s office for treatment
conditio
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By WILLIAM H.
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HOMAS

WOODS It may
soon_be possible for Americans to
purchase u four-passenger sports
car without going to the E

this week by one of the
leading design specialists.
William J. Flajole
wood, head of Wm. Flajol
sociates, revealed that
was working on_such
one of the Big Three in the
motive industry—meaning ¢
Ford
model will car
and w
Ineh higher than the
Zuar.
The
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Stage “Cinderella”
At Southfield High
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S'fld Moms To Hold
Bazaar Saturday
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