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A I'ree, Responsible and Aggressive Press
Is Democracys First Line of Defense

ed Cross - United Foundation
greement |s Welcome News

* .
After several years of negotiation, this

+ Octdber will see an old, established na-
institution and a mew, Detroit-

tiongl

crex.Fed organization go into the businesses
and [residences in the South Oukland coun-
ea on a cocrdinated.effort.

American
{f

is being heartily welcomed
sidents and businessmen who
in the pgst several years have been con-
fused by having two important local
groups appear to be unyieldihg in their at-
tempts to perform their respective human-
itarian responsibilities.

* THAS SEEMS TO BE RESOLVED this
year in the recent joint ARC-UF state-
ment that both will campaign together in
the 8OC area in 1954,

Both ‘these groups have important and
not too-closely related jobs to perfarm for
people in this area. Both efforts require
funds from the same donors, and it is
entirely logical that only one contact need
be made to'obtain the contributions which
will support both UF and ARC activitjes.

It should be emphasized, then, that this
vear's Torch Drive checks should include
BOTH contributions—the one which vou
normally make in October to the United
Foundation— D the sum which you
have heen erviing until each March for
the Red Cross.

UF ARC

representatives are to be
congratulated for recognizing and agree-
ing that community cohesiveness is more
to be desired than organizational individu-
ality. ’

and

Others See Us As We See Them

A good deal of the foreign news that we
Americans get every day relates to prob-
lems and troubles of other natipns. These
run ‘the gamut of everything from the
overthrow of governments, the I\r.mnu.xl
oppression of millions of people, “hard-up”
govdrnments, plus the usual run-c
brutplities and felonies committed by
dividuals.
is quite natural that, when we read
p staries, we acquire a negative and
1 attitude toward other nations.
ersing the situatio ny wonder
other nations get u eritical attitude

»ss has given people who re
income in the form of stock dividends
modeést measure of tax relief. There is hope
that|in the future there will be sufficient
improvement in the government's fiscal
affairs to make possible more relief. But
one thing is certain—the old cry that this
is a flagrant example of favoring the rich
at the expense of the poor will be sounded
again and again.

The answer to that is found in a factual
survey of the families which own shares
in carporations whose stoc re bought
nd- sold in the United States. Here's the
situation: 34.7 per cent of those families
have| ann incomes ranging from
than $2,000 to $5,000; 43.8 per cent are in
the $5,00-510,000 bracket, and only 21.5
per cent, a trifle more than a fifth, have
more| than $10,000.

This jibes with U.

less

S. Treasury statisties

N
as thek res
Are w il
States of

toward the United States
about our domestic troub les?
white in - this {1 United
America? /

Do we not have scandals in government ?
Do not the politicians accuse one another
in slanderous fashion? Aren’t our prisons
getting larger because of increased num-
bers of felonies?

The Eccentric merely recites this to re-
mind you that the international v of
news reveals to all who read that no na-

tion on this troubled earth is an Utopia.

ividends Go To Low Income Folks

showing that ne

rly 80 per cent of all in-
come taxpayers reporting dividends are
members  of families earn under

$10,000.

WHAT HAS HAPPENED is that mil-
lions of people with average jobs and in-
comes periodically put a part of what they

e able to save in stocks—just as they
t in savings accounts, insurance
real estate and other forms of

investment and property. The number of
stockholders has been growing rapidly this
vear, due part to the inauguration of a
pay-s-you-go buying system of stock
No longe 5 the stock exchange the
provinee of the few. It is a market place
for the millions and fair tax laws for stock-
holders are no less than a matter of good
business for the nation—they encourage
investment in productive enterpri

You Should Holler For Lower Taxes

ens Public Expenditu Survey de-
fines| a taxpayer as “one who doesn’t have
to pags a civil service exam to work for the
government.”

The average man in th
works one day in every tk
mondy alone! If he is employed on the
usual 40-hour, five-day week basis
works more hours to pay his tax than
he does to meet both his housing and
clothing needs.

That's a bleak picture, But a ray of sun-
light is found in the.fact that the new
federal budget’marks a reduction from its
prw!T-v. ors—and that the tax cuts pro-
posed by the Administration and author-
ized by Congress have provided us with

34500 bracket
ee to earn tax

some measure of relief,

NOW THE HOPE IS that larger cuts
in both spending and taxes will be poszible
in the future. Practically evervone, in and
out of government, wants that. But the
woal will be impossible of “attainment un-
less it is honestly supported by the public
at large. That means we must do much
more than just advocate economy as a
vague general principle.

We must be willing to approve economy
moves when they directly affect us—not
the other fellow only. Long ago it was said
that the people get the kind of government
they deserve, and that goes for fis
fairs as well as everything else.

I From The Eccentric’s

Many people use their skulls as an area
upon which to grow hair, while others
deem it also a dundy place in which to
house alert and intelligent thinking ap-
paratus.

It /is not wisdom, in a self- -governing
nation, to assume that one or all of the
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Point of View...

public officials in high places know the
answers to specific problems. That is why
citizens, themselves, must ever be alert to
what their governing hodies are doing.
v8 try to remember that YOU, as a

citizen, are the public officials’ EMPLOY- - |

ways sub-
out vour

ER; and he and she in office is

he moderen definition of an egotist is
a pulsun who knows a good thing when he
says it.

N%o They Say... |

James Russ:
the W
d:
e right to know about their own
Government is a right of all the peopile.”

Il Wiggin
hington Pos

managing editor,
t and Times Her-

Alexander Wiley,
consin:
“West European unity will be
one way or another despite Frene
tion of the

U.8. Senator from Wis-

chieved
rejec-
European Defense Commu-

The average husband's most bewilder-
ing moments comg as he tries to figure
out what to do wjith his free time when
his wife says (odcasionally, of course):
“Dear, you can Have the evening out—
the girls are comjng in for bridge.”

think
a spo

Some  motorifts
should give them
as the traffic law is being broken.
Especially som¢ men (and women,
too) who get cited because of a radar
reading. .

I'm in favor ¢f B'ham Police Chief
Ralph W. Moxley having his depart-
ment’s radar unit so designed that it
can be easily moved to .mz.( unab-
trusively operated from, any ind of
a motor vehiclé :

Then he should obtain his wrcar
on a lease hasist—so there'd he a dif

policemen
ing chance

| ferent make. model and color ench
| week.
Birmimgham'y policemen don't wwe

red light runne stop street sneak-
ers, or fast, us fools, any more of
a sporting (h.mn- than is given
tle rustler,

HORSE SENSE AND NONSENSE

; BY ALICE £. MORGAN A couple of wdeks ago. Michigan Rell
‘ telephone companl sent a special 90-car
Uncle A B I b the store of trnin :

men into the New England area to
p those hurricgne-battered folks mend
their communicat system

| Mic lny.m couple listed on the receiving end of tiong
| “shower of nickels

He read with a great deal of interest the problems which
have presented themselves along with the nume
cent pieces, and allows as how he'd be delighted to tackle

of trouble b his n'\u

N ons
s five

Asa Michigan Bell customer,
some of the mc I'h

I presu
ve been p:

inting of company each moifth for my phone service
with a fluod of went to help finapee that trip and thay
cains should fate ever arrange help. .
have them converge upon him N
Item number emed to be I am extremely |proud I could play t

infinitesimal
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On the other b
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)n\ nation’s history books,
vwill be hecause he ap-
jance of/ a new special de-

4\14“ ho will be blue—

‘l hardling another hand an

ancient truck—which
has stood in front of
fTice—~cun be moved into,
y display at Greenfield Vil:

S the

not mentioned
But plenty of
hispeted.

city officials are concerned
p of bulky rubbish items,
1 the! ' SOC authority’s in-
niiles distant is in opera- ‘
ear, \

¢ ke o short trip to
Maple and for a
he weekend accumu«

Want to drive the long
or? city officials are
X itot, what will the

citizens now can
picked up at the rear
dn? fhe present dump fee,
sidents who would call the
41 pickup of bulky rubbish
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Happenings of Long Ago .

Bits Of News Gleaned From 0id Files Of The Eccentrie—
The Ztems That Make Up The Historical lackground
Of The Birmingham Of Today

v \In AGO

“We h..ml one village
uumthn morning
that a v v sho

wloved to watch our vi

Jail or some night

some of the boy
s and get away
port that the twe

ple roa
to me
of

mm i

esc .;..‘nlm.ﬁ.m\.m hurch last
night Inst sold the cage hopre
e Junk is a base canard, a fals ny
ent.” .
P The |u.......n.h| Hills Country
“One day recently a ! cone of a pret
bright b when  Mi
. through ) f “Upland
t nearly scared Wi hosteds to
M le into fit chonl itow
d the f be rung and bridue vivi
whistled aut. The voluntee he tabl

bri
wa by

cheerfully turned ba

appy doctor who rejoiced to think 15 YEARS AGO
D, the water outside out Septemher 25, 1930
“Ed MeKinnes. after 20 years ebrate the payment of ull
absence i Californin, is home e il v
mong his friends shaking every T on Fridas cwening
body with a glad hand and eyery. fyry Pinnees o Fridas oeening
body ix glad to <hake with him. Ot S e o
’ AT 0 fratermity at Lehigh \
8 antounced U =
\ ¢ Crane and Dick
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Robert Slusser, 17 vear.old son
£OMYy and Mre. Lo J Slusser of
evening. jerce street, began his §
An cight pound son arrived at ||
h » My, ar M Cog
avenue ¥ 10 S
Nearly sixty g Are you thinking of buying a

the pretty weddin;

w home? Then res e “Fo
v Chatfiel. o new home? Then read the “For
noon, on  Wedne Sale  Mouses” columns on  the
o o e heiifed Ad mame of this wasb's
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