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An_Editorial

Our Original Convictions Are Confirmed

upon diligent and thorough efforts over a quurter'of

fire department among fire-

agencies in this state has an envied record of its

Built
a century, the Birmingham
fighting’
ability, equipment and leadership.

our department still

the special 3-man bo
June 14 tragedy here.

has that record, perhaps even

one, since the public learned last week of the conclu-

ard of inquiry which investi-

Concluded the board regarding the actions of police and

firemen

at the Couper fire at 1189 Brookwood

. members

(of the two city departments) were not guilty of any im-
proper or negligent conduct and that they performed their
duties with commendable competence . . .”

THE BIRMINGHAM ECCENTRIC was not surprised to

read the board’s conclusion. Nor,
of the residents of this community. .
Only four days after the fire, The Eccentric.

do we believe, were many

OUR JUNE 17 COMMENT,

, under the heading “6-Minute

Period Seems Heart of Controversy”, said in part:
“The Eccentric seems to have narrowed down the -con-
troversy to a Six-minute period. . . .

“And in these critical six minutes, these seven men raised

three ladders, rescued one ma

n, called back for the sounding

of a general alarm, broke windows to let out some of the sev-
eral hundred degree heat, used two booster hoses and 250
gallos of water to further cool down the bedroom so they

could continue their search
equipped with gas masks an

for possible survivors, then
d having to grope their way

through intense heat and smoke, located the bodies of the

three victims.

| “Admittedly, emotions ran high that night—and each
| pounding heartbeat seemed to tick off minutes rather than

statement by Managing Editor George Wm. Averill—gave its| Monday morning.

analysis of the conflict arising out of neighborhood and spec-|

tator ciiticism that fateful night.

In retrospect, it is remarkable to note how similarly The the ¢

“It is this reporter’s predic

in a signed| seconds, in anxious moments such as occurred very early

tion that the board of inquiry

| will find among the opinion and the emotion the facts that

itieal six minutes were

Eccentric and the board of inquiry reconstructed events that/deed.”
night . . . yet The Eccentric’s comment was written 31%

months before the inquiry report, and the inquiry report was
based only on facts which were brought out by the 48 wil

nesses testifying under oath.

BECAUSE OF THE DEPARTMENT'S previous record and

The Eccentric’s immediate investigation into events, we could @ ¢
not believe the department’s proud status could be so in be
jeopardy as the allegations would have-it.

in our June 17 issue .

We .sdid so publicl

to become alarmed. We chose rather to let the facts speak

for themselves as determined
We b
with ou

THIS |
d THAT |

/By G.R.A.

conglusions . . . and

an

(Many thoughts have been writ-
ten about the traffic dangers at-|
g the movement of children

on streety and highways. Here is |come any information in connec-|board's

- |
DADDY AND HIS LITTLE GIRL |

by the board of inquiry.

lieve most of the community, too, chose to agree

quietly wait.

Police Appeal
For All Clues
To Be Reported

Birmingham police were seeking
new clues this week which might
lead to the slayer of Doyle Howe
—a 24 year-old gas station attend-

ant who was killed around 2 a.m
Sept. 12 in the washroom of a
service station at Woodward and
Chapin.

Police. Chief Ralph W. Moxley
said the department would wel-

well spent . . . well spent, in-

LAST WEEK THE COMMUNITY was reassured that their

fire department “performed t
competence . . .."

While that important June
areful re-appraisal of the
hoped ‘that in the future
tinue

of which h:
additional safety measure.

heir duties with commendable

14 event was the occasion for
department’s services, it is to
the city’s confidence will con-

to be merited through at least annual inspections and
and declineed examinations to be made through a civilian board, creation
“t been recommended by the board of inquiry as an

It is to be preferred that progress and growth not be based
upon tragedy, but upon searching self-analysis.

Chief Endorses

Advisory

Birmingham Fire Chief Vern W. G

Group

ffith today came, out

in support of the board of inquiry recommendation of an

‘| advisory citizens committee t!

hat would champion the needs

of the fire and police departments before the city commission.

Griffith’s support of this pro-*

| posal came in a formal statement
he released today regarding the
investigation _into _the

something I have come upon that 'tion with the murdered man. The |June 14 flash fire which killed Mrs.
eloquently fits the subject, written  chief pointed out that some per- Thomas Couper and her two sons.
‘an unkinown-author.) 4

Today |my .daughter, who is|

7 years |old,

started to school |

on black o
gloves. Hpr cocker spaniel,

blue |
whose
(Coot, sat on the front

shoes
name is
n the folly of education as she

of learning. |
we talked about school. |
me about the girl who

sits in front of her, the girl with |

yellow curls, and the boy across |
the aisle
She told n
has eyes
and the

and abou
believe in

'who makes funny faces.
e about her teacher, who
n the back of her head,
rees in the school yard,
the big girl who doesn't |
Santa Claus. |

dously vital,

mpor- |
died

and then we

hin,
reading, arithmetic—and
bed.

She's back there now—back in
the nursery sound asleep, with
“Princess| Elizabeth” (that’s her
doll) cuddled in her right arm. |

®yys wouldn't hurt her,

would yoi? You see, I'm ‘her dad. |

dy. When|her doll is broken or her |

finger is|cut or her head gets|

fix it—but when |

to school, when she

walks acrpss the street, then she's
in your hands.

P |
A nice kid. She can run |
r and dart about like u
She likes to ride hors-
es and swim and hike with

chipmunk

me on |
Sunday #fternoons. But I _can't|
be with her all the time; I have to |
work to pay for her clothes and

her education. So please help me |

look out for her. Please drive slow- |
1y past the schools and intersec

tions—and please remember that |
children tun from behind parked |
cars. N

|
|

Please fon't run over my littlo
girl.

There, ix little - question but
that many Michigan citizens

believe | the game of bingo
o be a rather harmless form

of ng.
bal- |

-4
B

T
proposition will be
Tot as & propo
(See THIS & THAT, 1

. 1)

INSIDE THE ECCENTRIC

Section Page
1

Bits of Bham

R'ham Barkground 3 1
Church 3 6
Commuter's Wife 2 3
2 "
1 3
e 1 1
Lathrup Village 5 2
North Adams 2 B
South of B'ham 2 1
Walnut | Lake 1 B
West Heverly 5 7
Wing Lake-Foxcroft 1 5
Obituaries 1 2
School 4 3
Society | 2,8 5 {
1

Want Ay 5|
‘ |

|

LKED about a lot of | 11
rem i

|sons may have some information |

but not reallze its importance.

ANYONE WHO was in the v
inity of the Speedway station
Chapin and Woodward Sunda
Sept. 12 around 2 a.m.
noticed persons or a car

whined his canine belief |station are urgently requested to|

cohtact the police department, De-

Assisting Det. Holmquist on the
case are Det. Sgt. Robert Schaule
and  Redford State Det. Frank
Barkman.

Call Basketball
Meeting at YMCA

Young men interested in YMCA
Interbranch basketball and  those
. wish to play in a local in-
tramural league are inviged to at-
tend un’organization meeting next

Monday evening, Oct. 4, at the
YMCA building at 7:30 pm

t is sufficient est,
the Birmingham YMCA will again

enter the metropolitan Detroit 'Y"
league in which they finished
ond during the

At
least 28 players are needed to form

season.

a  local
from Dec

league
n

will play
¢ through March.

Awarded Top Honors
At ’54 Stamp Show

Exhibiting  stamped
mailed from the Nobraska Terri
tory ¢ century ago, Edwin
Linden, took top h
Trans- Mississippi_Phil
ty show, Omaha, Nebr.,

tnvelopes

last week.
The Puls collecWon  won  the
grand award und also first place in
the class for previous first or
grand award winners
uls s a member and off
of the Birmingham Stamp club.

rigidly-restricted “residential

mingham real estate brokers.

The statewent also:
Called for the citizen or citizens
who discovered the fire’s only sur-

e
COMMENDED  the
gdod-bye and started off  tective Lt. Merle Holmquist stated. | “conscientious and considerate .. .

inquiry's

‘iulcrruxnliuu" and investigation of
the members and records of the
| fire department.

Monday night the city commis-
sion officially ‘accepted the inquiry
| report, which found that the police
jand fire - departments were not
zuilty of any improper or negli-
gent conduct in the June 14 early
morning tragedy.
| The three men who comprised
|the board were Plan Board Chair-
man_James H. Spencer, C of C
| President Jack Ball and Charles
Kass, president of the Bham-
Bloomfield-Franklin  Council . on
Community Services and past
president of the Community House.

SAID THE commission in its
formal resolution accepting the
report and terminating the board's

existence:
“The committee . . . has dis-
charged this assignment  with

great ability, fairness and intelli-
gence. . . .

“This commission makes known
to the people of Birmingham that
the report of this committee con-
firms the well established confi-

have
always held the fire and police
depurtments of the city.”

Griffith expressed thanks for
the hundreds of people who called
or wrote during the past 14 weeks
expressing confidence in the de-
rvullml‘l\!.

HE CAUTIONED, however: “I

colony for congenial families”

| was announced today by Snyder, Kinney & Bennett, Inc., Bir-

o 2uly persenselected to- mom-+ -
bership in the Woodcrest Lakes! cosT OF .
Residential Association, Inc, will | COST OF LOTS will vary de.

be permitted to acquire one ol
the 40 home sites initially being
made available for residential pur-
poses by the ussociation. The prop-
erty, known as “Woodcrest Lakes,"

is located on E. Long Lake at|
Squirrel road in both Bloomfield
Hills and Bloomfield township.

Planning of the estate’s develop-
ment has been under study for
more than two years.

When members acquire a lot in
the area, they will acquire .pro-
portional ownership of the es.
tate’s tennis courts, year- around
swimming pool, and other recrea-
tional facilities including the for-
mal gardens now in full maturity.
To purchase the lot, the buyer
also will pay $1,875 as his share
of these facilities.

pending on their locations and the
realtors will establish the sale
price on individual parcels. Size
and type of home to be construct-
ed will be entirely in the. hands
of association members who also
will determine materials to. be
used and location of the house

S
on"the lot, %

Later, the 40 charter members
will decide whether to retain the
Briggs residence and  adjacent
structures for a community club-
house and other use:

If the membership decides
against acquiring the home and
land into the association for com-
munity use, the area may possibly
|be divided into about 20 addition-
|al plots for acquisition by persons
subsequently approved for associ-

dence and respect with which the |
"|citizens of this community

trust that the people . . .
will believe that we in the depart-
| ment feel we are beyond criticism,
For the department policy always

never

Serving the Citizews of Michigan's Fimest Suburban Residential Arca

40 PAGES SECTION ONE

Parking Ordinan
Being Dus

SQipe by Sweeper
Is Duly Noted

When Ray Murray went out
Monday morning to drive his
car to work, he found a little
note tucked under the wind-
shield wiper telling him the

vehicle almost had been swept

away

night.
The

accidentally during the

operater of the city's

n
why
left wheel was bent

Murrsy has prepared
self for several days o
ing real estate via the phor
from his office desk.

3

the rear

him-

SR SSSE——
Kiwanis Observes
‘Newspaper Week

Newspaper

Observing National
. Av

Week, George
and publisher of The
Eccentric, will be the Oct.
er for the Birmingham Kiwanis
b
He growth of |
newspapers duties to the
public and the power and worth of
w “fre press.
Subséquent meetings  of tHe
month will include the report by
Kiwanis club  president  Clifford

Wright, who will tell of the con
vention at Grand Rapids.

On Oct. 19, the club will hong
a local citizen at its annual “Flow
ers for the Living” program. Li
dies will be invited guest

The Oct. 26 meeting will see the
Birmingham club hosts to Key and
Circle Key clubs representatives
throughout the state. The two

| groups are planned especially for
high school and college students

has been to welcome nstructi

«+. when it is

supporied

by facts,

“The ending of this investiga-

_|tion should not place the citizens

of Birmingham under a false
sense of security that no more
|lives will be lost in the city be-
jcause of fire.

| “Unfortunately, there has been
in the past—and there will be in
the future—loss of life due to de
layed fire alarms, accidents, care-
lessness, and breakdown of me-
chanical appliances.

“Birmingham now is nearly a
fully populated ¢ity and must ex-

ct incidents such as this, and
similar to those pecurring in large
cities, but with less frequency
here.

Griffith also suggested that =
rovision in the city charter re-
garding razing and destruction of
‘huil(linxs to control fires re-
moved because of their obsolete-
| ness,

‘Expensive Watch
‘5150 Cash Stolen
‘From Beauty Shop

A wallet containing about $100
belonging to a Pontiac woman who
plans to be married Sunday, was

among items stolen from Ann

Young's beauty |shop at 339 E.
Maple Tuesday morning.
e willet belonged to Miss

Gracia Weiland of Pontiac, whose
| 8150 wrist ‘watch was missing too.
The loot also included a coin purse
believed to contain $40 or $50 be
‘lunzinx to Mrs.| Evelyn Feather-

ston, 271 Euclid,

Miss Weiland| told police the
wallet contained the money she
planned to spend on some of her
wedding items,

‘ e items were taken from a
back room of thq beauty shop, po-
Ilice said.

ation membership.

Building restrictions established
by the association concern not only
the size of the structure, but also
the placement ofl the house on the
lot and the charpcter and type of
the building. Before & home can
be started, the blueprints and spec-
ifications must be approved by an
architectural committee.

v

TRADITIONAL types of archi-
tecture, whether one floor or mul-
ti-level will be preferred

A Snyder, Kinney and Bennett
representative said purpose of the
association is to “protect and pre-
serve this superb estate for the
enjoyment of at least the present
and “the next generation of the
limited and congenial group of

| families who desire to make it
|their home,” N
The estate, priginally named

“Walbri,” was landscaped and im-
| proved by Briggs at a cost of sev-
eral million dollars. In sddition to
the formal gardens, the principal

residence, the tennis courts, u“l

‘Bloodmebile Date
Set by Newcomers

“The trouble v blood,” e
mented & menl { the Newcor
ers club, preparing for the Blood-

mobile visit to Rirmingham on O¢
20, “is that when it's r it
ulways needed imme and

often in large quantit

“The trouble with disasters, sick
ness or accidents is that they stri
anywhere, any nd withojit

warning. If our town, or our neigf
bors were sa stricken, most of 4
wouldn't hesitate a moment in af
fering our blood for their aid

But the trouble with us is thiat
until the immediate need for blood
is apparent, we don't feel th
" for giving blood

WE DO realize that the
blood we would receive in emey
gencies wouldn’t be blood donated

on the spot, except in a few old
cases. | w ¥
would b
donated by some e
carlier date, and held in a blogd
bank until our need, or that of
someo L nrose.

The bloodmobile will be ut the

Community House from 2 1

6-8 p.m., with a goal of 200 pints

Democrat Club Votes
To Retain Officers

At the September meeting of th
Birmingham ocratic club it
was voted to retain the presefi

b

in office until after the }
lections.
othy
rector, presidec
which featured b
ring a two-year period and a
discussion of plans to aid the corf
ing cumpaigns :

K

Roosevelt
roa

Briggs Estate to Be Subdivided

Formation of an association to develop the 108-acre coun-
estate of the late Walter O. Briggs into an exclusive and

led swimming

t

| building,
two fresh
elled stables, a gr

| number of service b

pool i a
the. aren also

water

nhouse,
uilding

| MOST OF THE 108 acres
rolling country- is surrounded
N e to assure privady
|and association rules prohibit cop
|struction of beat houses or upe
|of power-driven boats on the lakas.
Use of the Iankes has been
served for all members

After Briggs'
erty was sold
Motor Compan 2
in turn, have made it available fo
the association.

In the event a landholde
to sell his property, a sale can
made only to an elected membur.
The association reserves the op-
tion of repurchasing the land &t
any time it is offered for sale

All makes of inner spring mat

TRaked Snetey servies. KOVAL
ESS COMPANY, Disl “0” and ask
ENterprise 6310,

CULLEY
Populi

Junior Horse Slhyolwl
Boosts Polio Fund

Who Cannot Walk"”
an of the Birmingham-Southfield-
ngin’ H Riding club for the|horse
det. 3 at the Ivory polo field, 8 Mile

“We Ride
adopted

for Th
the slog

1se

and Lahser.
The entire proceel
turned over to the

voungsters, one of whom
e
polio.

THE
for club members,
they have been rehea

of special acts by profe
For the seve
been raising “expens¢” money by

getting businessmen
bons to go to winner

Club members incl
Kaki Robert Mike
Adrienne Erlandson,
tty Stark.

ide N
Smit

ConsiderE 2nd Low Bid
On Streets in Quarton

A week's de
ing of streets in Qu:
commissioners Monday

They asked City Engin
the qu
of Detroit

night

Commissioners indicated they
performance of the low bidder, Detroit Concrete Products, in
constructing the Eton park tennis courts,

CONCRETE
Wells bid was $22,

(i

said Gare. The contract calls f

The r
and drainage improvements,
Streets involved are [Lake

Birmingham’s  eastdide fire station  will he Hml! for
i contructs awarded this week by [the city
+

Constryction | Co.
m, which bid $96,896. /
tiling _the |statior
ant of $8.690.58, went
only  bic . Belidgn-Stark
Co. of Detroit. i

st April appfoyed a
§225,000 bond issue for two, new
fire stations he other statian—
at Chesterfield and W. Myple, l-

ready is under constructiog.
The eastside fire hall site is at
Adams and Bowers. 1

|

AND ROCKY
wingin® H pair

s of the
Hmergency March of Dimy
Polio patients havg a deep interest to the Swingin' H
s been a victim of the dis-

1 pm

with another having had a

ENT will include competitiv
square dance on horseb

ng for many weeks and a nfimber

sional western showmen

al weeks the club members have

backing for the troph

ey Vogelsang, Don Dywson,
Jan Culley,
Chuck Erlandson, Sally Stretyy and

in the award of the contract for resurfa
rton Lake i

L. R Gare to check further into| Ke
lifications of the second-low bidder, Don Wells, Inc.| W _§

were dissatisfied over the

PRODUCTS bid was

an Oct. 31 completign.

surfacing will|be the initial step in total shrfacing
th
Park
and Suffield, all between Maple

Eastside Fire Hall -
Awarded B’ ham Firm;

This low bid was about 16 per cent below city I-T\nm!l'h.

e commission has indiented
, Puritun, Pilgrim,| Fairfax
nd Oak !

Extra Hours fq‘r
Registrations |

Thursday. Friday agd Mon-
day her. office w open
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., she said.
Saturday the hours

from 9
KR K KKK KRN

t

lot fof
fitted
Ak

street

(Eccentric Photo)

has been

program

Will be

squa

ative stricken) with
|

which

selling advertisitg and
and rib-

ing.

T
busi

Sam Reev

states was asked| by ¢

Th

95.75, while Don

d
ver
off 1
he In
ex, by
In he

"
| over |
HIBOOOVUDOODONK | the §

| stor
| fuel
bank#|

|

| Lot
couve
‘ﬂrnl

st-min
an-
m City

i eligible voters
t apply in per-
her of on of before
t. 4 to register for the Nov.
tate election.

ill be
o a o |

ted
| 'C

jimarathon

jiion
quiringf busidesses to provide off-

| busing

hig suggested ordinance, which

i
L belipved by meveral loc

final {ecision on this particular

Bfr the city will be faced with

HORGE WM. AVERILL

closed-door
tee session may be in
t for city commission-
pight when they meet

pposed off-street parking

thiula to be applied to bene-

sinedses;
iring date regarding & pro-

i lot on
and

arking facilitie

quadrant business-
ackl formula would give
ights to such considera-
flodr areps, present use,

rmined the necessity of

i ility. It is presumed

e of hearing on the
e

if_the commission
that Haack’s method, when
to several actual business
seems in the commis-
to be fhir and

ses to provide at least one

foot of parking space for

gre.foot of floor areu used
y by the public.

ion

e public disagreement over
ix] considered as an im-
parf of the development
ivipal parking facility.
before the ' plan

s and busines:
agree on whether
none of the present
s in the central section
made to provide park-

smen _that the commission’s

of the proposed ordinance
of the principal keys to

ased on charg-

«quire some Lo provide park
#t exclude others, wouls
inafing, these property
have charged.

Weekend

eningl of the center 22
of newly puved and wid
Maple, between Linden
Glenhurst, is hoped for
duy dr Sunday mornin
Engineer L. R. Gare said.
e side strips probably
be opened for traffic by
end af next week, said

0OODOODOOOODODCIIK 1)

RICTLY FRESH

akiciin in Sandwich, 111,
# tritck wherein he  used
tickhof dynamite to hlow
lid dof the coffin In which
Fellow escaped with bruis
almot was minced “ham.”
e of his town, maybe?

the hot air that will come
e radio between now and
bremher elections could be
for winter use, the nation’s
aies would all wtart
proceedings.

pmp
thicy
group of singers in Van
B! C advertised that thajr
actice would be held at the

\



