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Good Hunting ‘

Is Demoeracy’s First Line of Def

,EBirmi,ngham No Longer Wholly

Republican in lts Politics

Two weeks ago this newspaper pub-
lished an article relating to the ever-
incmﬂing ratio of Democratic votes being
cast in Birmingham, which for more than
125 years) of its history wag almost wholly
Republican in political affiliation.

Thirty years ago there were about six
Democrats voting in the then Village of
Birmingham, whose population was less
than 4,000. Today, with an estimated popu-
lation of 22,600, election statistics for the
last four years reveal that for every three
Republican votes cast there is one for the
Democrats.

THERE DOES APPEAR, however, to be
a flugtuation in the number of Democratic
votes cast in Presidential years and the in-
between State elections. Diepending. upon
the issues involved at the time, the figures
show that there must be a minority group
of Democrats who do not always vote fol
their ticket—these may be termed the
“indépendents.”

On the other hand, there is less flexibi-
lity among the Republicans—they gener-
ally vote for candidates in their own poli-
tical column.

In view of the historical fact that the
s of self-government operate bet-
ter when the two major political parties
are fairly evenly divided, the increase in
local Democrat votes should augur well
for this area.

P
IT IS ONLY WHEN real competition,
in' the political area of government, is in
evidence that the public will get the best
value for its money.

For most of its long life Oakland County,
as well as Michigan, has been dominantly
Republican. This picture has changed in

ast 20 vears, although the rural areas
tate still vote for the party of
Lincoln. This is counteracted, of course,
by the strong Democratic allegiances in
our cities, especially in the Wayne County
communities.

Lacked Courage To Win Presidency!

Gov.- Thomas E. Dew: the Owosso,
Mich., boy who is completing 12 years as
Republican chief executive of New York
State, recantly announced he will not run
for re-election.

Twice nominated as his party's Presi-
dential candidate, twice he was defeated
. .. largely because he lacked the forth-
right courage to tackle the then current
issues. He believed “he was| elected before
election day.” But the voters thought
otherwise.

There is no question gbout Dewey's
ability as a governor. He surrounded him-
self with able assistants, and did a good
administrative job for his state. But when

it comes to the larger domestic and inter-
national issues, Dewey fell down in meet-
ing them.

IT IS ADMITTED that Mr. Dewey is a
liberal-liberal Republican. You can observe
his influence on the Eisenhower adminis
tration, with Ike's going-along with many
of the New and Fair Deal programs.

We hope that Mr. Dewey will never
again get the urge to run for President.
He can’t be elected, we believe . . . and if
he were, he will fail to be that type of
leader so much needed to keep the United
States close to the pattern of its founders.

Mayor Cobo Shows Real Courage

A large Detroit industry has been on
strike for many weeks. Finally manage-
ment cancelled its union contract and of-
fered jobs to those of its former employ-
ees, plus new ones, who are willing to go
to work. The striking union throws up a
picket line, through which those who want
to work must pass,

Violence ensues. The Detroit police are
called out to protect life and property. The
union leaders rail” against the authority
of law.

The Mayor, in sending out the police,
merely does what he is supposed to do:
namely, protect life and private property.
Those police are the same ones who pro-
tect individuals against harm from many
other sources.

It takes courage for a Mayor to do what
Cobo has done in Detroit. Only that type
of courage can make the processes of law
enforcement work in the interest of all the
people.

League Of Women Voters Asks Support

We in these United States, who are
grateful for the liberties we enjoy, and
who are_willing to carry out the collateral
responsibilities necessary to keep this
freedom, ought to be interested in every
movement to make self-government work.

"here a great variety of individuals
and organizations in.our nation, each of
which seeks to do something along pr
tical civic lines to make the processes of
self-government operate. One of these is
the League of Women Voters, with
branches through hundreds of American
cities

For years such a branch has existed in

Birmingham. Over the years it has done
much to keep the public informed on the
various current issues and candidates for
public office. In our opinion, it has done
a good job in this respect, and on a non-
partisan basis.

SUCH ORG ONS, of course, re-
quire money, week the Birming-
ham branch of the League is out to raise
200 with which to ca on its coming
year's activities.

The Eccentric heartily endorses the civic
activities of the locid League branch ., .
it is worthy of every citizen's support.

H From The Eccentric's

Once igain the public schools, colleges
and universities in the United States have
opened their doors to pupils who may ac-
quire education. No nation on this earth
offers greater educational opportunities
for its young than this nation . . . and,
though the cost ix great, it is worth ev ery
penny. Indeed, the more money wisely
spent on education, the less, in the long
run, society will have to spend on prisons,
asylums, and law enforcement agencies,

A Montrepl preacher thinks that too
many ehurch goers get the notion that
God can be referred to as one does his
next-door neighbor. He said: “Too often
the great conception of the fatherhood of
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Point of Vi

oint of View...
God is watered down 1o a point where we
feel we can speak to Him on the same level
that enables us to address Him as *Hi Pop’,
and to sing about Him as “The Man Up-
stairs’.”

A contemporary humorist offers this
advice to the ladies: The woman who
thinks she can hold her husband with just
her cooking should remember that he
wasn't eating a ham sandwich when he
proposed marriage to her.

Human beings are like trees planted in
a forest—some of them reach up to
gather in the sunlight of their opportuni-
ties, dhd thus rise above the crowd; oth-
ers remain dwarfed, stunted, never grow-
ing*into the quality of timber that ob-
tains the best market prices.

i So They Say...

Ezra Taft Benson, Secretary of Agricul-
ture:
“The American way of life and Ameri-
can success can't be explained in other
than spiritual terms.”

Sidney Hook, author:

“An objective study of the theory of
communism makes few converts to com-
munism, and none at all when accompanied
by a study of its practices in Communist
countries.”
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ONE THING OR ANOTHER
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to wind up their sprees in a police sta-
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off its foundation.”
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“The fire alarm Friday morn
ing was cuused by a urning chim
ney ut the home of W. €. Jenks of
Bates street. T A Ward squelched
| the flames with u garden hos

fore the fire departient re
by

the scene.
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Wider Woodward read became »
partial reality last Saturday, when
|the first section of the new thor
| oughfare was open for{traffic. Vehi
|cles on their way to n}fxun are now

passing over one-mile of 40-foot
| pavement, on which dnly one way
| tra is allowed. Thi stretch ex
tends from the Eigh{ Mile to the
| Nine Mile road.
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Miss Betty Couzens will leave

“Wabeek” the end of the week for
Alexundrin, Va.. where she will
nuke & month’s visit with he
Wrother-in-law and sister, M |
Mra. Herbert Bryant. Her mot
Mrs. James N

Couzens,
or Manning, w

ousin, Mixs Elea
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For the wedding Saturday eve

ning to John Holiday Chick, Mi
Dorothy Herbst, daughter of M
and Mrs. Clay E. Herbst, chose u
own of ivory satin
heart neckline edged

in two rows of narrow lace.
Hirmingham received $5.39161
from the County treasurer fc
linquent taxes collected during the
month of Au ccording
report made Wednesday

Lawrence E. Smith
Landscape Design ond
Construction
135 N. WOODWARD
in the Wilson Building
Phana M1 4.2038
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