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INQUIRY HOLDS FIREMEN BLAMELESS

THIS

and THAF

By G.R.A.

GHTS ON_THE PAS:
SEONNOLD AND CHERISHED
FRIENDSHIP

Over in White Chapel Memo-
rial Cemetery, just a few miles
from where | am writing this,

J. Miller, late publisher of the
Daily Tribune, of Royal Oak. He
bad passed on suddenly Thursday
morning of last week, although
his heaith had been failing for
many mon
As I wrlu these lines, my mem-
ory goes back to a date 34 years
ago when he and his surviving
brother, Lynn, purchased the then
weekly Tribune, when [ came to
Birmingham to take over the small
village weekly which today pub-
lishes this comment.,
our newspapers were
small, as were our communities.
But they began to feel the popu-
lation growth that started trick-
ling into Southern Oakland county
from Detroit, bringing with it the
many business problems attendant
upon such growth. "

R

BUT IT was especially in the
Royal Oak area that our’county
received. its greatést expansion,
and so more than 26 years ago the
Miller brothers converted their
wnlly into  daily . . . until to-

day it is one of the best journals
inits class in this nation.

I mention_this, briefly, only to
point out that Floyd and Lynn
through long years of real strug-
gle, developed their newspaper in-
1o a characterful, dependable com-
munity profect . . . one that

achieved success only because of
the self-sacrifices lhene two men
made, plus their complete sense

of _dedication of their time and
talents to the end that their life's
work might endure in the heads
and hearts of their readers.

OVER Tlll".%l{ .’N years | have
travelled, as it were, a companion
rumey with  these two brothers.
Cach of us started in as a reporter
on larger daily newspapers, then
launched. into the precarious ex-
periences of proprietorship in our
own publication ventures. We have
gone through good times and poor
times, and survived.

Floyd Miller became, outside of
my own family, my closest friend.

We were together often, telling
each other our problems, exchang-
ing our ideas, with utter fry lX\LHEi
and confidence. I know, intimate!
much of the history of The Dai
Tribune’s trials and tribulations;
of those lean financial years in
the depression early  “Thirties,
when the financial demands of
their newly created daily were
draining their resources . . . y
during that time they kept t
own compensations very meagr
in order to keep their newspaper
on the upw-m path of community
service.

e

ALL THI8 was climaxed two
years ago when they moved into
their beautiful new, modern news-
;urer plant . . . fitting material
evidence of their dedication to the
traditions pf :uml newspapering.

Yés, for 84 years [ was closely
associated wh.h Huy‘l J. Miller
We have {ravelled much togeth-
er—attending meetings of news-
papermen in many sections of this
country, endeavering to learn
things to Improve our newspapers,
now and then offering ideas
:Iun.d from our own experien

on in the woods and on the
-|r-

ver in| these 84 years has a
personal cantroversial pross word
passed between Ill, To me, he ex-

mplified the very best in the
a pl(nllon of honesty and ideals.
He was a duate of that old

to improve, whetever M cnul.l the
lot of the nvmu po

HIS KNOWLRD(‘I". of history,
of people, of government, eminent
ly nm«l him for his position ns
head of a newspaper's responsi-
bility to its community.

It is not

(n witness the

o
passing of a lo one. Although |

Floyd was not related to me by
blood, yet the bonds of our affec
See
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LITTLE ELAINE FRASER was on hand Friday, Sept.
17, to help cheer on thke efforts of Blrmmghnm high
school gridders. as the 1954 football season opened offi-
cially on the Southfield High school field. The mascot
must have encouraged the backing the Maples needed
as they defeated Southfield in the first contest for the

two schools, 6-0. Shown here explaining the school yells
to Elaine is Cheerleader Judy Boyd. For pictures on the
Maplés’ first encounter see page 5 part

Dally Trzbun() |
Publisher Dies

Co-founder of The Daily Tribune and its president and
general magager| Floyd J. Miller died Thursday, Sept. 16 in
Providence hospital, Detroit. He was 68 vears old.

Mr. Miller entered the hos PR
Wednesday for observatic a
suspected Virus infection and died S8
in his sleep of coranary occhusion -

His death was unexpected, although
he had_been in failing henlth for
everal year

at  ®05  Pemberton,
“lnulv\lllM Hills, and had a winter

86 in Oneonta,
N. Y, he was the son of the lute
Merritt J. and Rita L. Miller. After
his graduation from high school in
New York, he continued his
tion al Weslovan university
Middletown, Conn., where
gree of bachelor of philosophy wus
conf ed in 1907

FOR A VEAR he taught in the
Princeton preparatory kenool,
and then took
xpuper He spant . e
on the editorial staff of the

e
ant of artford, Conny und » yeur
in Cuba, was with the Star in
Oneonta, N. Y., the Detroit Free
Press and the [n.ummpnln N

On Oct, 1 9, he and his |nulh +

FLOYD J. MILLER

ibune In;'l‘.lw“x::"llul:, Scouts. He was n father vice
¥ requiring the work | President of the Northwood and
three persons to publish it | Franklin school PTA’s

Mr. Miller took up active,[ Mr. Mille ollege  fraternity
(ull time muL in connection with [ was Kappa Rho \H"”\ and he was
the er of Sigma Delta Chi,

In h.- Tribune celebrated nalism fraternity

l[\; nrnm. year of its existence.| Survivors include his wife, Fern;

ar e that & new and children by a previous mar
modern publishing plant had been . Philip F. and David L., both
erected. Ouk, and Mrs. G ¥

A WELL-KNOWN newspaper-|  Fy services were conduc
man, he served as president of the | Saturday at the First Methodist
Michigan Daily Press Association | church in Royal Oak, with the Rey
in 1046, as & member of the board | Paul Durham, pastor, officiating
of directors of both the Inland Burial was in White Chapel Me
Daily s association and the  morial ce Arrangemel
National Editorial association, were by William Sullivan and s

He was one of the founders of | funeral home, Royal Oak
the Inter-American Press associa
tion and a director emeritus
Mr. Miller also was secretary-
treasurer of the lu||lxur~0nklund

County Legal Ne ay P y
Mr. Miller was a Jife m.-mm of Delayed a Week
Royal Oak lodge 464, F & AM, to

Flint and six gran

o Dctober 4 is the new date for m.»
s B hearing on a special roll for
1t """ J-T:nkr\?ﬁ‘l.:,m: C hu"\" proposed sewer to serve hfeld
road properties between Lincoln |
e Exchange club, a dir Y 14 ™A

Roynl Oak Credit Bureau, and 0¢ 14 Mile road

vice president of the People’s Fed-
Savings and Loan association.
He was first president of the
United Service clubs of al Oak

FORMERLY, he served on the

Originally scheduled for Sept.
the date had to be set back a
k because of a misunderstand-
in obtaining publication of the
al notice to property owners.

- lead to the slayer of Doyle

corelmdrd Won't pOIlll)l(’lldL Effort
Siew —Of Departinent at
" June 14 Tragedy

By GEORGE WM. VERILL

A cloud of suspicion which for tfje p
hung over the Birmingham fire

Fizzles; -
Cars Found

Birn\iugham‘ police  this
week continued to question
the widow and relatives for
any further clups which might

st three months has
rtment is completely

Howe—the 24! year old g pending o com- dispelled in the long-awaited reporfd of the special three-man

itmx:;n ﬁnendnng r‘hho w:ﬂ pay the Bulk of citizens’ committee, printed copies §f which were released to
i 10 days ago in the wash- desed the the publie to |

room of a seryice station at o it wduld be The board of inquiry found that@he Birmingham fire and

Woodward and [Chapin.

Detective Lt. Merle Holmquist,
working in Flint [Tuesday tracked
down a mysterioys phone number

smfgame Police departments “were not guilty§of any|improper or negli-
gent conduct” in the June 14 early fnorning flash fire at 1189
arlfer con- Brookwood where a mother I two, sons perished, and
out of one was was rescued. 1

bf the
1 b

found at the serfice station. The
phone number wak that of a cous- | 1
in of the deceased.

THIS SPECIAL IN\'H: N teim, appointed only
K ¥ ; inve m“ | two days after the fire, in its regbrt declared members of
eanwhile polige are inves

» »
\(L(pt o days utter the fire, in ity regpr : _
ing another Moy piece of md“m these two city departments “perfdrmed their duties with

e at m.« to the people of Birmmghdm commendable competence. {
T et e Raloh W Mox G()dl ()1 o The thyee (men—Chairman Jamds Spercer, Charles Kass
ley said. | and Jack Ba made only one suggestion! in un(.r report to
o oq e | € the city commission: that an indeflendent board| be created
.M(“LF‘:. SAD 1":0 2;’,"‘:.‘.}’,' }$186’38{; to advise the vity commission and §ity mhnager on matter:
::,f:: who coulq possibly have any | pertaining to fixe-fighting. -
knowledge of the case

I

taken

Said|Griffith: “I havf not received

City commissioners have mad

A goul of $186,388 has hoo

I " Wl [my oy vdt) but 1 hm happy to

Last week - police located mu" ited a8 this arens A dedication of the new thard is* thereport al | e Bere the committee’s conclu-

cars sought earlidr. | epted 4 AL 1 planned for between the huljes Fri d nd mére than pleased to dis.
In locating the [1937 black (‘hv\w’p‘dl(ulp' n_un u_| the (1954 B i the board's u-n\mﬂ,‘.m,.m

rolet, police belleve they found | Torch Drive of the United " i and '\‘}‘"H‘” . ve | “Bilt knowing my njen ax 1 do, 1

:';5“}-;;;‘;:: per kn‘;h;‘; “ﬁf"c“" Feundation, today announced . ot drum g their regulur mectfl dom ing my yen aa 1 do, 1

been Ay other wa
ith said he would make a
tement after he has re
hix copy and had an oppor:

)
FIRE CHIEF Vern W. Griffich, | WO 10 \"“" "

belonged to a regident of Pontiac |John K. Stevenson, chairman <on Fost be dn hand
Inke ‘who with His wife, stopped |for Birmingham-Bloomfield- v | » I

at the Speedway [station and pur 'mklm ol
chased $1 worth| of gas on the| ory committee of the

way home from Misiting friends Hl‘lhrlmuxr m e Frank Membe T T D _ ..

Royal Oak [ {lin uren met on Tuesday night and L i ks |y printed report,

| . v arrived at the quota ax the fair \[‘ members A pr adfastly mainta o ke ’” 1 | whichd d and turned
THE YOUNG man said he asked | h all ‘amount of | Eeore e e new : et | oves fon Friday

for the time arnd Howe replied | t ibles will < e inquiry anpe n

that it was 6 mirjutes until 2 a.m. | et paid d complaints that firemen

The couple then drove to kllKn

Harbor to pick up their baby who | answering the alarm:

had been left with a sister. The | >¢ e 1"""\‘-' r in playing water on the
{amily said ‘.,”_q,‘ﬁf‘,,‘}" arrived a- | nity's history, Steven hed indompetent and poorly

|and will call for the most itensive
|work ever undertaken by a local
[velunteer organization.

| Stevenson said the quota
pares with

{with the
{eontinued rise

Retracing the route they took,
police found the |drive took them |
19 minutes at the speed they were
traveling.

The second ear—a 1851 blue |
Ford—led police to the questio
ing of three Detroit youths who |
allegedly threatened the life of
Howe. about a month ago. All
three were given lie detector tests
Saturday and pplice said their
slories checked ont. On the night | X

he killings they each were in{ TH ‘-‘I(h\l
d ent places, |in howe
ket i ion of the annual Red (
plea in the Torch Drive for the
|first time. Previously the Red
Cross has' made independent
{solicitation in the spring. Except
in emergencies, none will be made

L
properly attired;
equate in number and re
civilian assistunce; and
imex did nothing bul “stand

m-

partly due to
area population
and greater demands upon the 150
health and w ag s who
combine. their fund-raising efforts
under the United Foundation

report stated that the criti-
[t the department was slow
honding “‘was unfounded.”

ITSAID that from testimony
(.mu.ﬂ bd fran) the 48 witnesses in
ed, thd-first pumper arrived

nutes [after the alarm was
in by neighbors, that a lad-
- thck was no more than 60
seconflh behirid the first, and that
hd puniper arrived no more
ine minutes after the first

T part of the
is due to the
s

ALTHOUGH $61 was taken
from Howe's po¢ket, police still
are investigating| possible grudge
motives.

Last week the Redford State |ih fmerfe
police assigned Deteetive Frank "’,,T; iture
Barkman to work full-time on e increase |
the case assisting Birmingham | (Sce GOAL, Page 8. Sec. 1)
Detectives Merle| Holmquist " and —

haule.

Robert § Al
Overload Causes
Commission Seeks 30 Minute Power
Definite Answer Failure in Bh:
On Civil Defense alure in lam

Regyrding | use of water, the
threeghan committee said  this
complint was based on incomplete
obserftion

“Mpht

n our quota this

eftators were at the
house wher

secon hm Inid rmm the north hy
drantifand th third line in use

from
der 1gck had been use
ide of the house. Water
o firsf line from the north
hydraf§t was fin the bath-
room fwindow! at llu back of the
housdpetweef 1:02 and 1:03. Very
few Wpectators were aware that
theseffines wpre in use before wa-
ter wils playdd on the front of the
hnu»«’

REGARDING civilian aid, th
(SefINQUIRY, Page 8, See. 1)

RICTLY FRESH

See Picture, Page —. Section—
n two Dethoit Edison sub

Faced with the recent resigna-| ")
tions of civil defense officials
Ralph A. Main and Roland W.
Reese, Birmingham city commis
sioners are seeking the answer to
whether or not sich a program is
needed or wanted! here 1

They have askkd both men to
meet with them at nu early date
to discuss what they have learned
of civil defense |in Birmingham,
and what they fedl should be done.

Commissionér lean Beier said he

the county
A Detroit Edisor
the trouble occurr

EDWIN A. O'NEAL
an career in harness shop (E

niric photo)

10:33 a.m. when the ¢

w

t the question should be decided ' Bl

once and for all” He expressed (VI some minten .o .. PP

urprive at the amount of work |17 (10, T in . / D e Fellbw In $anta Monica, Calif
which had been fone in the pant| Lol ¢ th Ok lund o l l N / DAY efb ukulble and a book
i had ben fone i, e Par B D o ki Soun ites Monday For .} nbi.

he knew, the request for a siren . i v .

e e o Pioneer Businessman
COMMISSIONER Vincent Wat. | When the circult became !
Kins said he was in agreement with STPAny npote

evera) | nd

the only item turned play | The ke

One of Birmingham'k oldest citizens, Edwin A. O'Neal, Cit mmn u! Marehead City,
N

Beier and felt a decision should be | P81 1t was fort 683 Mudison avenue, died Saturday at the age of 91 ! ‘-';:;-"-;:"K'::'y"'.:"rlh';’""‘
made to “have u clvil defense Rroup | fyyiime, when the demar I Funeral services werd conducted Monduy afternoon ut the *helifted 104
whejeton, function, or forget the [y ry Manley Bailey funcral home with the Rev. Harry 0. Martin
Main's resignation was accepted ) o of the First Methodist church officiating. Burial was in
“with regrets” Mpnday night THE TWO "Roselund Park cemetery
fedg, oo e Buor o2 1R62 | Brant v locuted and in 1905, built
. “1”|'“,‘<, t hit wa Iy, Ont., he was the bw f ik business building which
Interview Three ome 0,000 resident and Savilla Thomy ) .
prived of water unti . My , g “' ¥t “'”
For Postmaster out 120 pa » | 1 N building
! N " Coming v 3 I I’
Three men are heing interviewed department to e Birming. {0t Maer
. and investigated for the Birming. Pam “""""“" s heavy duty gen- (0o hegan hie b exs [cAree ¢ 0. cane Jharol A oeraune ,.,,;.’,.r
ham postmaster job, according to '® was denie wuse itowas i harne hop i ma MR, O'NEAL PLAYED an im0
mission v ehan on tejvision.
ers, 1641 in_ Birmingham

Penistone; Felix |J. Jachimowicz,
5 Amherst, By Hills; and
Roland W. Reese, 1847 Webster N
Beers now is | assistant post
master here, Jachimowicz is postal
transportation clerk and Reese
acting postmas
IF CIVIL service procedure is
! followed. the names of all three
men may be certified and referred tery power
to the U. S. Civil Service Commis-| When so many people at
sion in Washingtan, D. C. for ree- | time sought to find out wh
ommendation to the president and | electricity failure, the
¢ :ﬁr:nn!i:vn by the Senat ment not handl

an in {Brazil, Ind., accused
kinds uv skulduggery, had
given [a blood
she coqld take o

eeping| \nm;nn- bats, too?
§

ed in_the
Nnhlm,( Chief Griffith

jta .in Follansbee, W. Va.,
the rashier to hand over
admispions. You've guessed
pieturp showing that night
She Coldn’t Say No.” (

4

SOME 15,000 teleph
ating out of Birming
I

patralmen in Pueblo, Colo.,
der suppension for deliver-
ot lun¢h to a fellow patrol-




