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CARP ETS
“available at

the Birming-
ham Eccentric. In 1920,
Mitchell sold the paper to
George R.Averill, pres-
ent owner.

Says Claire

riences in lk-(ummz a printer.

“(AI the time of Mr. Aldrich's e
centri s printed in the buildi
pied by Shaih’s-drug store, which

in Tanma,
written of his bmhuod d|y~< in Ihnmnghnm and hl\ youthful expe-

¢ Local History in Story and Picture e

As Compiled.and Written by RUTH ANNE SILBAR

CLAIRE ALDRICH

Picture taken some
time in the 1920s, short-
Iy before Aldrich left Bir+
mingham, his home town,
He learned the printing
trade more than 60 yeirs
ago.

‘I Remember —

Aldrich,

Ex-Eccentric Printer

CEDITOR'S XOTE—One of the printers for The Birmin
years of publication, was W
Aldrich, local ticket ageat of the

Grand

Fla, W. Claire Aldrich has

mployment, The Birmingham Eec-
ng (third floor rear) now accu

\ny Fallen Wu:e‘ Is
\ Probahle Hazard

The danger of fallen' wires is always present. During!
rms there is a greater likelihood of finding a w|re dangling
m & pole or lyigg on the ground. |
A “live” wire s ex.n_tlv the same as'a dead one! There
no way of tellj the looks of it whether it is carrying|
| current or not.., umber One” safety rule in all such|
cases i3 always the same: Never, under any condition, touch |
a fallen wire! |
| Sometimes a wire is hidden in mn grass and you may step |
on it.without seeing it. 'The wiré may fall across a metal |
fence, charging the fence and making:it n»‘ldnmzernuw as (he‘
wire. It may fall across a radio derial wire, an eavestrough |
or a telephone wire, and touching \Lh(-\o ordinarily harmless |
spots will give you as bad a shock a¥ if you had touched the
electric wire itself. |

he"‘

A WIRF MAY fall in a puddlo of water in the street or|
alley, in which case that pool of water becomes . something |
to avoid. |

Decasionally a wire m‘l\ fall on an automobile, imperiling
the person who tries to get int or out of the car. A person in-
side is usually safe if he drives the car away from the con-
Ltacting wire without getting out.

Children should know these fagts about electric wires as

(well as adults. "

e

A SURPRISING 'number of persans ~|1H attempt to \\mp
,dangling wires around a pole or move them out of the way by
ll\%ln[: a garden Take, broom or wooden handled tool. These

« Practices are unsafe,

| "he wise thing 40 do is to keep away fmm the wires en-

tirely, just stand guard at a safe distance to keep others
away. Send someone to telephone the electric company. - In
a short time one of their line crews will appear on the scene
tojrepair the trouble. Play It Safe! .

Prepared as a public
service by members of the
) BIRMINGHAM FIRE'DEPT.
- ¥

DEAFENED?

Weetand's

UPHOLSTLRY

at |h-| time housed the store of
(Almeron) Whitehead & (George) ell.

(The explanatory information .-ndu d within parentheses ix
supplied by the editor and is not a part of Mr. Aldrich’s original
letter.)

“In June, 1892, i“h:ld left schod and was at the depot t_hil}k-
ing 1 would learn telegraphy from father, (George Aldrich

'REMEMBER
WHEN

Remember when . . . you

I will rent_you 2 Hearing Aid
for. a month or two

S. J.. BAW I)EN

- When Casting Falls''|

A 39 yegr-old Birmingham DPW  Vere eut
me«humc{.my mu i toe when | Was stitchel
500-pound ca: ell on his{ =

a
right

peore
plant, Cranbrook at 1

oot at tl ’s sewage |

-Mile.

e mechanic, Don |Gould, 424 Mecepsarily

Bennaville,
away from a control

had cut’ the “casting | the “early

X with an space:

as
ey houmhl

News -~ ep|

(@i to St. Joséph Mer.

ontiac, where a se-
the base of the tee ,
shut. | -

172

968 Purdy MI 4-1395

| | )
And whether it is| an occdsion for hm‘oh'nu or serious
- recognition of Dad |you'll find just the card to express your
sentiments in our hnes' selection of Dad’

GREETING CARDS
BODINE'S

“The Greeting Card sh&pu

N. Woodward]

s Day.

Ml 4-1177

D[{APLRIFS

523 N. Woodward Ave., Pho_né Ml 4-2530

throughout the years tau
in Birmingham and
lisher of The Eccentric)

“He usked me,

be&ure thé by gs-come. out
zogms o uncomfotable h
paints of all from (his *h(lmn. vou'll save money
through best results.

Self-Washing and Non-Whshing, whi
Trim Colors:

NOW!.

stoe
Wonder-1- Coal—Whue

cdok's
Superwhite and Regular

BENJAMIN MOORE |

‘GLIDDEN'S
Qutside White

TRUSCON | -

d 'before the temperature
&: So choose the best

and_colors and

Outside White, and for finihing up use.

BENJAMIN MOORE
, " Porch & Deck Enamel

TRUSCON
Rubber Base Porch on& Deck Pmm

“PAINTING HINTS

Chalking pgints should never be used for.trim abave
brick- and “stone. Consult your paint
your paint problems, you save that wi
glad 1o offer you all the information wi

BIRMINGHAM

~ PAINT

335 E. Maple
Monday thi Frid $:30
SQOI'C Hours s, %5 ' 8%

oytoo. We'll be

ealer for all
can.

Glnss & Wullpapor Co.

MI 4-3737
to 5:30;

II'on which printe:

yoy like to learn the
trate ?’

“‘Don’t” know', T said. ‘Never
been in a pring shop.’

“S0 1 WENT with him to the

Whitehead &  Mitcheil
two flights of dark st
printing

b
Mitchell introduced

a ‘tramp’ printer; left me flat after
weeks. |
. B
1 MANAGED to
week’s edition and it was some job
for me. A hurried word was sent
to Ed P. Jarvis_in Detroit, w
had worked on The Eccentric be-|
to come out and relieve me
—which he did.. *

out- that

In the shop was an B x 12
Gordon press, foot power; an im.
[, posing stone (a tab e affair

make up pages
or printed forms); pliuurll with
a bank on-top (the “bank” is a
tilted working space: on which the
printer arranges his typd); a foot
lever address machine; a, proof
press; and a large round stove

“I had to haul wood up those
two long stairs ip winter. T was
truly a ‘printer’s devil'.

“AFTER I hiid been there about
a week, Mr. Mitchell sent me out
to find a ‘lon handed’ shooting
stick.

“Of course, I didn't find one.,In
'those days all our forms were
locked with a side stick and tapered
wooden blocks, using a shooting
tstick and mallet.

(The shooting stick was of'metal
and was hit by the mallet to wedge
| the tapered blocks tightly together,
| making the type in the formy very |
compact.)

“Our lighing consisted of lamps
with paper shades, set in brackets |
fon the cases. Our press day was |
Thursday so closing was Wednes- |
day night, u~un|l) about
| .

“THE TYPE was tied up in 12-
inch lengths, wrapped in n
paper and put on a flat bdard; then |
wrapped in  denim cloths and |
| strapped with handles. There were |
falways two packages and héy |
|were taken by a two-wheeled fart |

[to the depot in the mornin
catch the 7 o'clock train

he came back. In Detroit he was |
met at the train by an expressman |
| with horse and wagon, the same |
one every. week, and taken to m‘
Ready-Print; which was Western
Newspapey * Union, on Clinton |

“He,

|

er, Ernest Tidba
howed me the four racks
ses of type, running
the letters a
figures.
fter he was
4 FIRST finished, 1 ran
over them and
OF THREE | (10 "l oea
; finding the low
ARTICLES | e cuse ‘2. It|.
""" | being before
mopn, [ started |
right to work. Mr. Tidball, being

y | « ing of his school e

Ed Jarvis was doing that after | ~

made up the paper, locked

aght telegraphy to many voung men
cinfty), when George Mitchell (pub-
appened to be at the depot.
“Claire, how would+

Printing e forms uxnl \\)HIL the paper was

being  printe
Tonch. When he
tied and wrapped
the packages out

whete he found, two packages of..

Eccentric all ready foi te
man to takeAy the train
N JARVIS had the
noon to spend ak he wished

4 o'clock train Alynk to lenhm:
e found the type the

in narrow wooden
which ran through the ma-
nd the names were stamped
on papers.

“Or 1 was doing job work on foot

rht add here that Mr

me $1 a week, some
whep_ he felt liberal.
1 rs old ahd living at
home with father. My mother
died but my afther had a woma;
come in to do housework and g
the meals.

“AFTER I had buu\ at The Eec-
centric almost two B was
offered a job with the Pontlac Ga
zette in the winter of 1894. [
stayed there until October 1897 and
then went back to take charge of
The Eccentric at $7.60 per week.

“I think about 1898 Mr. Mitchell
hired Maude Gates, of Holly, who
came to work on The ngmne.
more as a correspondent. Her du-|
ties were to go out and get news
and new subscribers from the small
towns, like Southfield, Franklin, |

oyal Oak, Big Beaver.

‘Whitehead and Mitchell had a
very gentle horse named “Brownie”
and buggy in the barn back of the
storé’ Miss Gates used them Mon-
day and Tuesday of each week and
sometimes on Saturday to go out
for the news.

R
“SHE HELPED me set type on
Wednesdays until it was all done.
She got plenty of news and, did
the size of the packages increase!
We had to get larger cloth covers.
“At that time I was taking the
type to Detroit—Jarvis had gone
back to his Detroit job. I think
about 1900 Miss Gates went to
another job in Detroit and another
woman was hired to help me.
-About 1901, [ left The Kcce
tric and went o Howell to work
| CLAIRE ALDRICH

Tampa, l-ln

Next I('(‘k Mr. Aldrich con-
tinues his ummmenru tcll-

the teachers in old Wl school
and some of the people in the
village of Birminghant.

SCREENS and STORM SASH
FLUSH DOORS

* Flywood—Kily Defed

WOODCMF'I"C
1184 Grant

were a kid 'n Mom gave

you your annual Sulphur

'n Molasses . , .

or when g na brew-

ed those fragrant herb teas
Just

out this time of
N .

Springtime memories from
the past, but many of them
mighty practical. Drop in
at your earliest convenience

and let us tell you the herb

REMODELING or BUII.IIING’

FENCING ! or PATIO sroNE
Phone MI 4- 3636 For

We will help you do it yourself or wxll recommend
¢ontractor. Choose from these real values.

elp!

a qualified

story .. . you'll be amazed

when

bu leapn grandma's

secret for better

health,

ROYAL OAK
| NUTRITIONAL
PRODUCTS

115 SOUTH MAIN
ROYAL OAK
LI 1-8820

Fv:t I 9 ‘

|

FENCING MATERIAL§

+ PICKETS — CLEARFIR
GOTHIC POINT

15
CEDAR POSTS

Zxﬂ
v Ft.

Pl -
“ TOP x 7 FOOT
EW — TOP GRADE

.KILN DRIED WHITE FIR

0 4
0|

t. 8"

|3

| ’IR
‘ ; mfvsky

%'Inch Soond One side. .S: Ft. 14‘
One Side. .Sq. Ft. 32

% Inch Sounf
516 Inch PLY scoas....sd ro 1T

In 4 Foot By 8 Foot

PANELS

¢t BOB COOK
EXPLAIN YOUR
| SOCAL SECURITY |
BENEFITS {0 you

You and your family may have
mare than $40,000 at stake un-
der the new Social Security Act.
Dop’t run the risk of losing your

lawful Benefits. I

Robert E."Cook

| Manager

| BUSINESS MEN'S ASSURANCE
: Company of America

i| 1820 Guardién Building

qu_ pAnos or STEPbING STONES

e Vermont Slate

° New York Blue

e Pre-Cast Concreie Slabs

—‘%h :
= "*=PHONE MI 4-3636__—F ;

Detroit . [N __,_-;—-—’ ___--—-
! Phone: WO 3-3340 Betweén Hunter & ‘Adams — 5 Blocks Sonth of Maple
| M 4-5003 " - Hours 7:30 to 5:00 Mon. thru Frij; 7:30 t0(1:00 Sat.
- L




