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Franklin Is Se
Area to

Last week the residents of Franklin Vil
lage, by an overwhelming vote, approved
their new charter and completed the fina)
step in the process of becoming a village,

Thus they divorce themselves from of:
ficial controls by Southfield township,
and from now on carve out their owr
municipal destiny.

Some months ago the citizens of nearby
Lathrup Village did the same thing. They
are in the early processes of setting up the
machinery of self-government, plus the
levying and cnllemng of taxes to support
their pubhc ﬂcr\'lc(w

MANY YEARS A(;() Rirminzham, then -
the largest concentration of population in
Bloomfield township, votedl to incorporate
as a village, later as a city.

These changes in the status of an ared
of population are performed under th
Michigan Home Rule Act. This legislativ
statute was created because of the nee
of a state to recognize the right 6f people
in an area to set up the proper machinery
of self-government in order to bring about,
for themselves the kind of municipal en-
vironment desired, and to be paid for by
the property owners and citizens of specif+
ic areas.

1t is, of course, altogether fitting and
correct that such powers be granted ta
people.

IN THE CASES Ol* hoth I,nthrup and
Franklin Villages, their respective resis
dents came to believe that they wanted ta
protect and maintain the type of comd
munities they already had developed.
They did not want to become a mere part
of a larger subdivision of government, ¢
such as has been-proposed by the idea of

cond Southfield

Incorporate

incorporating the whole of Southfield
Township into one city.

So they legally have mcnrporaled their
respective areas.

By so doing they are privileged to enact
necessary local ordinances to develop and
control further the type of community
they want.

To be sure, there are some who favor
the single township city plan. They argue
that a single governmental authority bet-
ter can develop an entire municipal area;
they argue that it can be done more eco-
nomically and efficiently.

In certain situations, this may be true.

)

BUT IT DOESN'T HOLD, in our opin-
ion, for a large area like all of Southfield
township, with its scattered concentra-
tions of population, its present large areas
of vacant lands.

It is, after all, fundamental within the
framework of American tradition, that
small communities were and are the back-
bone of substantial and solid citizenry..
People who live in them are brought close
to the problems of government, become
participants in finding answers to com.
munity problems .'. . and thus become
more gcompetent to engage in wrestling
wjth 5\(: problems of their State and na-
tion.

So we congratulate the citizens of our
nearby new Franklin Village, just as we
did those who live in Lathrup Village.

May you be able to launch your brand
new local “Ship of State” on quiet and
untioubled waters; may you chart your
course toward the harbors of that quiet
and friendly environment that already you
have developed, and be able to maintain
it for yourselves and your posterity!

School District Responds

For the third time in five years, voters
of the Birmingham school district have
endorsed their board's request for funds
with which to build additional school fa-
cilities.

The Eccentric does not know of another
similar community in the nation which
has rallied behind the educational stand-
ards of its children as has the Birming-
ham school district.

More than ten million dollars is a whale
of a lot of money for a school district our
size 1o have to spend in five years.

BUT IT IS TO OUR district’s credit that
electors meet this educational problem be-
fore it can get out of hand. And The Ke-
centric is happy to be the first to publicly

applaud the wisdom of the district resi-
dents.

.Too, it is to be recalled that the sur.
rounding school districts in recent years
also have endorsed appreciable building
programs.

But Birmingham’s district has been hit
harder than the others by increasing
population, therefore has had to move
into a Lonsldcmhl\ Idr)zor prngr.qm

THE thl“RAL N.hool box-lrd~ in this
area are to be highly commended for
their vigilance in thus protecting and
preserving high educational standards.

The electors in these districts deserve

HORSE SENSE AND NONSENSE |

BY ALICE E. MORGAN
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them about the way he used to
celebrate The ~Fourth, and they
li_uckicslly were green with envy,
he parents were glaring at the
|old gentleman and he knew he'd
| talked -himself into a corner and
thad better talk himself out—fast.
Returning from the kitchen with
a tall glass of milk, he settled

himself on the window seat,
|stroked his beard and looked
thoughtfully ~down  the street.

‘§uddcn]y he straightdned, he had

\ '«mn you little fellas want
[to remember that when I was a
boy things were a lot different than

|they are now. This place, right
o

here, was the south pasture.
| THE ST chhr out here
| some of the houses were pasture-
land, too. That hill was where we

used to have our fireworks. It was F

a long way from the barn and
not a neighbor nearer than a mile.
“We'd never have to worry about

rockets or anythin ittin' a
house and startin’ re. Only
damage we could do was scare the

dogs and Aunt Molly!

“You fellas set off four or five
giant crackers at the
an’ you'd just Mmul
neighborhood apart!”

| ONE OF IHI‘. Vl‘“"k\“l" said

| something about boys and girls

in cities having fireworks.
“Yep, they did,” Uncle Abner

replied. “An’ they had fires, too.

I remember seeing one when

y. Seems some lads cele-

2 or two early. Big
rocket sailed high and fell in
some trees. Least that's what (h«y 8
thought.

“Stead of that it landed on the

The youngsters were wailing the other evi
men in state and federal offices had “taken
by banning firecrackers.
Uncle Abner had been telling$——

and

ning because
all the fun

tar paper roof of the hospital
The fire was pretty bad. Some of |
the folks in the hpspital died an’
a couple of firemen.

“The cities never liked the
Fourth, just like [today highway |
police worry aboyt Lraffic, they
worried about fire|

“l LENTY KIDS in the country
retty bad, too.
p lost a finger
e to a small
nd father both | —

Because he closed his door before re-
tiring the night of June 13, Lawrence W.
Cross is alive today.

That is the conviction of Blrminghnm s
Fire Chief Vern W. Griffith.

“I am convinced that the three victims
were dead some time before the fire was
reported and the fire department re-
sponded,” Griffith said.

He was referring to the tragic fire
which took the lives of Mrs. Thomas Cou-
per and her two sons, Larry and Danny.

e

AS RECONSTRUCTED by Griffith, the
fire smouldered in the downstairs den for
more than an hour before the house burst
into flame.

The smouldering fire—resulting either
from a cigarette or a short-circuited TV
set—began to build up heat and poisonous
gases. Finally the heated gases reached
the point where the smouldering fire set
off a flash fire. Such a fire is ene which
seems to “explode” into, being in many
places at once.

The mild “explosion” hmku downstairs
windows. awoke the neighbors across the
street who turned in the alarm, disturbed
Cross in an upstairs rear bedroom, and
pushed smoke under his door.

Cross was rescued by firemen imme-
diately upon their arrival some minutes _
later. But he sufféred from so much
smoke and heat that it was not known
for a number of hours how he had fared.

In a 3 am. statement to Griffith at the
hospital, Cross told how he awoke,
smelled smoke, and went to his bedroom
door. When he opened it, he said he saw
the flames “rushing up the stairs and into
the other bedrooms.”

HE SLAMMED THE DOOR and began
seeking another way out.

“Did you see or hear any of the others?”
was Griffith’s next question.
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Large Cities to Get Smaller?

The de-centradization of American in-
dustry, to overcome the ability of A and
+ H-Bombs to destroy large areas, is being
advanced by the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce.

Social scientists long have argued that
the concentration of too much population
in y city brings about many uncon-
trollable ev Rut modern industry, pro-
ceeding on mass production ideas, has

proved thal things can be produced more
cheaply in large industrial centers.

Now the fear of war’s ability to destroy
large areas in one blast will eventually
change the concentration of industry .
and who knows but what in a generatmn
or two nations no longer will boast of their
“biggest cities” .. . for the cities will have
decreased in as industry scatters it-
gelf all over each nation.
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Eccentric—

it's easy with an

50 YEARS AGO

June 24, 1901

| “After an absence of nearly five
‘n.nnrh\ from mother, home and
| ham sandwiches, Miss Carrie E
| Mitchell is home again from Kirks

ville, Mo,
tion.."

for the summer vaca-

RIS last
Mary Hurle,

dmul

“At Sunday
nu,hl Mrs.

a poor

It was the late FDR who, when talking
about the then growing national debt,
said; “. .. after all, we only owe it to our-
selves.” l'pnn that pattern of economic |
philosophy he and Harry 8. Truman oper-
ated their administrations. Eisenhower |
thinks otherwise . . . he believes that such |
a debt is not mllv an obligation, but one |
to ho paid as soon as possible, |

|

Who, but a cynic could ever have writ-
ten this paragraph, which we recently
came upon: “Most men .never_bring the
boss home to dinner . . . because she's
already there?”
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The U. S. Treasury Dept. says the life
of an average dollar bill is six months.
(Those 'were the good, old days!)

.

It is agreed among botanists that the
ordinary dandelion is one of Nature's most
perfect flowers. Much as most of us love
Nature, we'd be glad to settle for orchids.

So They Say...
Mary Pickford,
Twenties:

“Success is a whip to beat yourself with
to become better.”

screen actress of the

Wilson M. Compton, spokesman for the
U. S. Chamber of Commerce:
“The production of electric power from
nuclear fission should be financed, devel-
oped and operated by private industry.”

Bernard M. Baruch, retiring industrialist:
tizens are mistaken when they argue
against universal military training or
readiness to mobilize because these things
infringe on the freedom for which we are
fighting.”

Lady Nancy Astor, Virginia-born first
woman member of the British Parlia-
ment, who recently celebrated her 75th
birthday :
“Older people must not look back. They
must take life day by day.”

woman about 15 years
old was picked up by John Laid
|law and wife, from the roadside
|near the residence of Miss Sarah
| Steveris, about a mile north of
|town and she was brought to John
| O"Connel's restaurant by the good
‘wmmrlinn\ Superivsor Porter was

notified and with Dr. Shaw exam-
{ined the woman. After calling up
pofice headquarters they were re
| quested ta send her to Detroit on

he 10 o'clock car and a policeman
[ Would meet hor and take her to
|her home on Belleville avenue
|She had walked from Detroit and
was completely tired out.”

| “That genial Captain M. 0. Big
| elow is home from West Point for
the summer vacation. The minute
he struck town he became cres
fallen for he remembered that he
had left his favorite fish pole in
New York. The telegraph wires
were immediately put in commis
sion and now Mort wears a smile
that reaches clear across his face

A 24-pound howitzer cannon, a
relic of the civil war, has been re
ceived from Fort Gaines, Ala., and
will be mounted on the lawn at
the high schaol.

30 YEARS AGO
June 20, 1924
At the final Chapel meeting for

the year, the Friday before com-
mencament week in the high
school, awards were made by the
faculty to the pupils who, throu h
the two semesters, carried t
highest _averages. Miss  Mildrod
Green who has received no mark
below A, which is the highest at-
tainable mark, for the entire year
was awarded the Tmphy Cup.

The first “l\f n! new boulevard
lights which has been under con-
struction for five weeks was turned
on for the first time Monday eve-
ning by the Detroit Edison com-
pany.

Whea the Pacific fleet paid hom-

to the three
n who fell in
June 12,
Battleship

age at San Pedro
officers and 45 m
line of duty Thur
in Turret No. 2 of [th
Mississippi. they p
one of Birmingham'
‘rederick Graham
old son of Mr. and
Graham Ewer, livin
road, was among t
to be taken from h
after the accident.
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sons

h's own
Twer,

Mrs
k on Maywood
e first victims
s post of duty

The néw electrically driven tur-

bine i week s still
operat vily necording
to reports from njanager Starr
The steam pumps| haven't been
needed since the comipletion of the
well.
15 YEARS| AGO
June 22, 1939
William N. Smith was elected

y-formed Jun
mmerce at its
the Communi-

president of the new
or Chamber of Col
meeting June 16 at
ty House,

Mr. and Mrs. Victor L. Peck
o Ferndale avenue are receiving |
ratulations on the birth of a
daughter, Carol Sugan, born Sat
arday_ moming at Highland Park |

tal I

v
thield road, valedictorian
ass at Baldwin high school |
was graduated summa cum
rom Kenyon ¢ollege on June
e completed the college course
in three years

P |
After a slow start the Rlld-in‘
track team made a| fine finish by |
taking the class B Detroit Metro
volitan Championship held last Fri- |
day in Detroit. A large gold team
trophy and a silver baton was
added to the lrnph) [case. |

|
Patricia Kennedy| daughter of |
Mr. and Mrs. C. F.| Kennedy, 844
Bates, and John Rosso, whose par-
ents are Mr. and Mrs. John H
Rosso, 644 Pierce| streef
houn from the 94 class as u"
boy and girl who Have been
standing In their_contribution’ o
the school during thpir junior high |
career, by the Bajnum Student
Council. |
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