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s ocrsqr’s First Line

‘Defense

. gress will add more millions to the

Sociél ‘Security ‘Dishonesty’

" These“few words relate to the federal
government’s social security program,
started under FDR 17 years ago. During
this period the number of people-who are
on the social security agency's rolls has
reached 5,970,000. Perhaps the next Con:

During 1963, 14,138 Oakland (‘ounly
citizens received financial aid from this
agency, with payments amounting to

$683,041. .

There is little doubt but what this social
security program has provided much
needed help to countless old people. That
is all to the good.

But the travesty about thisventire pn}-
gram is that, while the money collected
over 17 years has gone into the federal
treasury to be credited to this fund, the
money itself has been appropriated by
Uncle Sam for use in‘the nation’s general
fund—thus, jn place of the money being
kept untouched for governmental ex-
penditures, the fund ‘only has an equal
amount of interest-bearing U. S. govern-
ment bonds.

DURING 1953 THESE BONDS earned

|
about $40,000,000 in interest, which is'
added to the book. balances of the fund.

Yet it a ds ,up to this: to retire all
or nny parf/?d f those bonds, payment must\
be made in currently collected taxes—all
of which must come from American tax-
pay el‘ﬂ

In brief, the method of trusteeship of
the .entire social security program
been deceitfully operated. The people pay
annually a great deal of money into a
specific ‘fund ‘which is to be-used as in-|
surance payments to them when they
qualify, but- that money is loaned by this
agency to the U. S, Trmury Dept. for
current expenses.

Thus the money vanishes nbout as fust
as it comes in, yet the social security
agency in fact owes it against future pay-
ments to people who quuhfy as bene-
ficiaries. It can be ished only by

|

more taxes against our citizens.

Of course, there- is nothing actually
illegal about all this—but there is plenty.
of intellectual political dishonesty about
it, as we know.

....and so it goes. . ..

You Are Perfectly Right, Adlai!

Adlai E. Stevenson. speaking recently
in New York, called attention to the fact
that the freedom of the individual in this
country is the key to progress. 1' these
troubled times.

Expressing his belief that the United
States will continue to lead the way to a
better life for its people, the defeated
Democritic candidate of 1952 sdid:

“But reason will not triumph unless
the mind is free. The struggle of our
times is a struggle to preserve integ-
rity and creativity of the free mind. It
has many enemies. The most menacing of
these foes have been the annihilistic
political systems like facism, nazism and
communism—the secular fanaticisms of
our time.”

THE THEME EXPRESSED by Steven-

son is one which Americans must hold
dear to thejr hearts if intellectual achieve-
ments are to bring continuing progress in
the various fields. Our citizens must be
able to speak freely, read freely, organize
freely, so long as this activity does not
violate the Constitution.

Throughout the history of man, the
rate of progress achieved by various races
is in direct proportion to the amount of
individual: liberty and fréedom existing
.among them.

As long as the average American is free
to read what he pleases, listen to whom
he pleases, travel freely, speak his mind
and_enjoy access to all sources of enter-
tainment, news and propaganda he desires,
communism will makéno significant gain
in the United States.

Politics” Controls Bridge Payments

The Mackinac Bridge Authority has
sold $95,858,000 worth of bridge bonds,
and when the Michigan Supreme Court up-
holds that sale (as it is now considering),
weork-on the bridge will be started.

Those. bonds are “revenues”, meaning
that payment of them is presumed to come
almost entirely from charges made against
each vehicle and passenger that uses the
bridge after it is opened. —_— -

In the event'the charges fail to meet
the bond obligations, no doubt the-respon-

sibility will be shifted to the state treasury.

WHILE WE DISLIKE being pessimistic
about the situation (but knowing how
government and politics operate), we
prophesy that eventually the state treas-
ury will be tapped to meet part of the
annual payments—over and above the
present nearly half million dollars pledged
to the project annually by the Michigan
Legislature.

We say this—not in argument” against
the desirability of the bridging of Mich-
igan’s two peninsulas—but merely on the |
basis of traditional statistics”as they re-
late to government.,

H I-'rom The Eccentric's

Now is a good time to start preparing
for next'Christmas’ shopping. Also a
time to go-over bills for expenses from
the one just past.

Every so. o[(en, within what appears
like a rekular cycle of time, the nearby
city of Hamtramck is rocked with allega-
tions and accusations of municipal corrup-
tion in its law enforcing machinery. Most
of the citizens of that community are
Polish in ancestry. It is historically true
that Poland is"a nation/of libert
people, who have engaged in m;
to win and preserve freedom. Wh
do these Hamtramck Poles tolerate cor-
ruption in their city?

This political hassle about Harry Dexter
White already has crowded the Godfrey-
La Rosa hassle off the front pages of
American newspapers. That's one splen-
did situation found in these United States
—there’s always something popping up
to crowd important (?) news off the front
pages.
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Point of View...

We do not expect, in the life-time of
some generations to come, a real and defi-
nite solution for many of our social, polit-
ical and economic ills. There are two nega-
uman traits that cause us to think
One of them is human laziness,
the other human lack of basic brother-
hood. Indeed, mankind still has a long
ways to go ... and all each géneration can
do is to help it along the way.

Don't ever forget that the career public
offigial who is so partisan that he never
sees any good in his opposition is tarred
with the stuff of prejudice. He will do
and say most anything to discredit his
opponents. To him his public job seems
to'be a gift from Heéaven . . . and he in-
tends to cling to it in spite of all logic and
reason.

Scotch inf,

recently d the
world that she has a “perfect husband.”
She provides this as proof: he can bake,
knit, sew and embroider. He even spins
his own yarn. He never interferes with
her own household duties. It's wonderful
to learn that there exists at least one
{‘perfect husband” on this whirling globe.

I So They Say .. ..

Dr. David E. Alexander, Chicago Geriatri-
cian, explaining why men die younger
than women:

“Women drive their.husband;

too hard.”

-Happenings

Bits Of News Gleaned F
The Items That Make Up
O

of Long Ago

f The Birmingham Of Today.

Old Files Of The Eccentric—
The Historical Background

50 YEARS AGO
Januar:;
The Royal o.k nom burned |
Monday night. Guests escaped in
;h.t;!r)ﬂ night clothes, Loss about |

Another barber has opened up
first class tonsorial parlor in our |
| village. John R. Nye is the candi-
|date for wealth, Drolwnty, pu- |
larity and pelf, and his shop is in
the, Nationa] Hotel.

|
|
|

The past week or so has bee

fine winter weather. The thtrmom-
cter has been laying very low from
zero down to 10 below for day
after day making a big hole in
our coal bins as, well A ‘neigh-
ors.

Howard Johnson was accidental-
ly shot by his brother Roy on New
Years while the latter was oading
a new Stephens rifle. Th
passed through his  foot.
Prowdley was at once sent for and
dressed the wound.

Charles R. Hoffman, ex-barber
and now a horny handed son of
toll, a real farmer, bas sold Roll-

& Joe the fastest pacer that ever
came down the pike, Price réceived
by Charles H. was $200. Sold to
the Jacoly Kolb livery of Detrolt

and was re-sold for $400 in the
twinkling of an eye.

30 YEARS AGO

January 4, 1924
Announcements have been re-
ceived, with their January state
ments for service, by local tele-
phone subscribers that the name
o Michigan State Telephone con-
y_has been changed to Michi-
fan Bell Teleohone company effect. |

ive Jan. 1.

The new iron foot bridge, or-
dered by Bloomfield Township ofli-
| cials some weeks ago, has arrived
{in Birmingham and will be in-
stalled alongside of the concrete !
bridge on West Maple avenue near
| the waterworks station.

¥ cordmx to a report issued by

| Unmindful of a_reputation to be
lupha]d the New Year crept in on
| Birmingham with no accidents re- |
rted -and no_one' spending the |
st ight of the new year in the |
illage “detainer” as a result of
ew Year's “spirits”.

More than 1500 auto license '
| plates have been issued at the Pan-
tiac branch office of the depart-
| ment of state since the opening of |
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ONE THING OR ANOTHER

Metered, off-sfreet parking ots scat-
its

section are credited with bringjng White
Plains, N. Y., a city of 50,000, the highest

per capita retail business of any city its
lhs in the United States. Two-thirds of
the city’s shoppers come from
rounding countryside, a recent e
of Commerce survey shows. Cpnvenient,

By Georgé' lL?:m

1. Traffic congestion has beén

ly reduced, a survey. of|one street
revealing a flow of 900 mln“h.:urm
ucompnred to 350 cans anthour three
years a %

2. M:t:r collecﬁons. ftakenl in a five
cent charge for two hour|park brought

revenue of $149,000. It|
debtedness to the city's

is

Plains, many cities find their pgrking lots
are self-liquidating.
White Plains, county seat |of West-

chester county just north of New York
City, opened what it believes was the first
metered parking lot in the countyy in May,
1946. The lot was placed under|control of
a five-man parking authority which
sought tu operate lots witheut| incurring
and in sucH a manner «

the sale last Fridsy morning, J.|
]Bymn Judd, manager J‘
[

Baldwin Brkh — Santa Claus |
brought John Gore a shaving out- ‘
fit all complete but the shaving
mug, Santa !uppastd John ‘would
furnish his own mug.

15 YEARS AGO
January 5, 1939
| Residents of Birmingham lost a
zuul of only $149 through fire dur-
ng the month o cember, ac-
er-
non W. Griffith, Chief of the Fire
wbeplr(mem

Mr. and Mrs. Lester L. Smith of
291 Chesterfield drive are receiving
congratulations as the parents of &

as o pay for themselves and|others as
needed. To get started, funds were lpaned
from the city's capital reserve to repay
with interest out of receipts.

SINCE THEN, THE NUMBER of such
lots has grown to thirteen, with three
more planned.

In addition to substantially
retall bunmess. these results ary

increased
reported:

March of Dimes Chalrman Urges Citys™ Supportl

huxmeqemnn advxsed

inexpensive parking has been| a major be paid in three years. |-
magnet in attracting these buyers, busi- 3. Capacity parking ¢n first lot,
nhessmen rt. : which had 94 meters geared for two hour
of White Plains ip success-  parking, was achieved ftwo Years after
fully dealing with its parking prpblem was opening. Experience hag prayen no lot
recently surveyed by an bil wins ag the public
dealers’ national parking atudy touncil, an must become accustomgd gpadually to
of the 'S the new convenience. *
;iﬁ:lcru “vho mhathennz matdrial about .
varying methods used by a dozen or so 4. DESPITE TREBI].ED SIN|
1:"121! to solve the “nation’s N¢. 1 head- volume since 1939 and p fiff ;'uper 532
ache.” population increase in tywentyl vears, the
oo city’s streets have cemfortalily handled
INABILITY TO PARK EASILY is not the greater traffic volunje. This has been
only reducing value of centrally located a factor in influencing A| T. &I, General
city properties and strangling rdtail trade, Foods, Union Carbide, Nestle's) and other
but it poses & threat to contiued auto-  business giants to move|or plin to move
mobile sales which explains the interest of ~ their offices from New Yogk City to
this particular auto company’s dealers, White Plains. .
the council explains. 5. Partly because of it4 parkipg lots, the
These studies so far reveal thht a dozen White Plains trade area hm.a b population 5
cities, approaching the problem in dif- of 26.0'000 and the of small
ferent ways, have found that golution of outlying shopping distrjcts, which have
their parking problem is possible at dealt heavy blows to budiness property in
reasonable cost and that it pays rich maty cities, has been forestallg .
dollars and cents dividends. Ag in White The city has bedome parking

conseious that clubs, chyrches,and apart-

ments, among others, must pfovide off-
street parking before bu lding permits are
approved. New apartments, f instance,
must provide one spacq for éhich apart-

ment and.it is proposed now o demand
this space be increased by fift per cent
to provide for cars of [guest:

7. EXPEEIEI\(‘E H\S PRDVEN no
more than 5800 per spade shoult
if the cost is to be r«overed‘ i
fifteen years. White P
to care for 208 cars, cost about $71,000 in-
cluding grading, paving, mete ighting,
signs, and incidentgls o just der $340
per space.

“Making a bexmnmg—wmel* planned;
the results will prove $o valugble there
will be no stopping,” one White Plains

baby girl, Mary Louise Smith, who | _“Because of the current interest loral reports on runu collected know that the moneyijs being spent
began life as & winner—as a win- |in the charity rackets investiga- and spent care for [polio pafients and to
ner of the prizes offered by Bir- |tions, we should like to make clear R ry and wipg out ey
mingham Merchants to the first [t the people of Birmingham that YLOR SAID fund distribu- will support|us agait this year as
Baby born after the stroke of mid- |the coming March of Dimes cam- tipns turned over 69 per cent to they have in the pest” he con- ¢ ¢
night in 1939. aign is being conducted entirely patient care; 18.7 per cent to re-|cluded. i
¥ llunlllacru and not by profes reh and education of personnel;
» sional collectors.” 4 per cent for medical department Qpo3 3

198‘2“ !‘lh; ”';"- “‘]"‘"‘ ‘“;‘"“ is_statement was made this| sdrvices; 3.4 per cent for state u(.‘Smlle A |Minute

will depend entirely upon the |Week by John B. Taylor, 1954 fites services; 1.5 per cent to chap-| “The new| baby hils its father’s
|ell you can keep it out of the|March of Dimes chairman. Taylor |tdrs on county level; .7 per cent nose and ity mother'd eyes.
hole. added that yolunteer workers would | {4r public relations and 4.3, per| “Yes, and if grandpa doesnt

v v v be Birmingham residents, and, for c¢nt for administration. stop lumm{ over \ha crib, it's go-

’ Anne and Robert Woodruff, Jr., | the most part, working in their own| [“This last item is small, made|ing to hav [
children of Mr. and Mrs. Robert N |immediate neighborhoods ppssible by the fact that most of —

ruff of Franklin, s | o local |the work is done by volunteers,” To buy of sell a hised automo-
| painful injuries on Saturday noon donon Taylor said anyone ‘who 0 Tazlor said. bile, read and use Becentric Clas-
|as the result of a coasting acci- |desired could ¢ national or e feel sure that when people sified Ads.
| dent. e s —

A tnlleeunl ol lxlrly 20,000 plc-
tures, to illustrate everything from | |
!how to ski to the coronation of a |
king, is now on file at the Baldwin |
| Public library.

HORSE SENSE AND NONSENSE

BY ALICE E. MORGAN

|
|
|
|

| Winter, with jts related joys
and woes, is with us. True, it
seemed to be slow in starting, but
we did get our white Christmas
and temperature indications are
that all those requests for ice
skates may not have been in vain.
Already a few of the youngsters
have found enough ice here and
there to get in a few minutes
skating and a few extra bumps.
The ski and toboggan en-
thusiasts haven't as yet fared so
well, but they have hopes. With
|reports of snow all around us,
|they cast pleased glances at the
sky whenever a cloud appears and
|dream of snowy hills.
| Throughout the city there have
|appeared snowmen «of various

|shapes and sizes. We saw one the |p

onmr day that was as cute as a
bug’s ear.

" THE LITTLE fellow was only
a couple of feet high but he boasted
a fully equipped face, plus a

a pair of fine red earmuffs. Very
dashing.

Motorists, preparing for the
worst, have been checking .uppuu
of nnnd, tire chains and wind-
shield scrapers of various kmd.l

lot are welcoming chem
said to remove ice from wlndlh!eldl
and prevent fogging, ete.
ong with the drivers, who gre
definitely not full of happiness
over the coming of snow, are those
ersons who somehow manage to
me “middlemen” in a snow-
ball’ fight.

Alreldy numerous citizens have
had their dignity ruffled with
abrupt and unexpected contacts
with these fast-traveling spheres.
Motorists hlve h

G
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The Eccentric will publish contributed materis
providmt it has news value. Suggestions wel-
Any erroneous refleetion upon the charw
uur stan ling or reputation.of lriy :l:r“ f firm
or eorporation, wl lwnr n the col nmm
d The Eecentric will ﬁ‘n correctes
brought to the publisher’s atten:

L. Kirk, president, Columbia Uni-
versity, deploring lack of leaders:
“Maybe we’re educating too many just
pret‘ty well.”

Dr. Edward J. McCormick,. President,
American Medical Association:
Soclety is'passing thmu‘h a zoldan era
of t miedical

on
suddenly bur-ﬂng against wind-
shield or window.

ONE OF THE common woes
that starts Birmingham folks sing-
ing- the hl\nl lbout winter is the
sidewalk prol

that they do not put
the lnow there, s0 why should they

to remove it? Con-
uqnnlly, (helr 'Alk: turn into
“bear_traps” for the w .

warm muffler about his throat and | wind.

% | the best present I've ever had,

Ap) r-ntly wmu citizens go on r

Repeated traveling over the
snow leaves a mass of ridges and
humps, slick enough to slip but
not smooth enough to slide. All
over town residents became victims
of these walks and feel themselves
lucky to escape with only abrasions
and bruises.

You know, when you come right
down to it, evcn the animals have
their joys woes in winter,
right along wuh the birds.

BIRDS HAVE a. pretty tough
time finding food unless someone
in a neighborhood sets out a feed-
ing station. Then, the silly things
become suspicious and freightened
if one happens to change the ap-
pearance of the “restaurant”, and
pend a couple of hungry days
before they Iuve nerve enough to
come back t:

Among lhn dop. of mnm age
and breed plays an importan! Cpart

r animals who have [hl
coats shiver and shake in the cold
. Kind owners buy sweaters
and other cold weather gear for
them. This usually rﬂulu ina very |
embarassed looking pooch.

Among the heavier coated breeds, |
the young dogs and pups have a |
wonderful time. They can romp |

and play in comfort denied them
during the hot weather, The nldl
timers, short of wind and low on |
energy, have their bad moments,
homnrh'l‘h;yn stogy and get
cold mighty fast.

os. i, winter cortainly does
have & wide varlety of reactions
urces.

* Smile a Minute ...

. Tommy—that mouth organ you
gave me for my birthday is easily

le.

u“{]mlo—-lm glad to hear that.
Tommy—Yes, mother gives me

sixpence a weeil not to play it.

A mother was. telling_her six-
ear-old son about uu Fvldln rule,
“Always remembei
“that we are here

The
for a minute and then asi
l‘W'll what are the others here

SLEEPING 15 A DREAM
WHEN M YOUR SANDMAN

SEE YOUR DEALER or Detroit Edison

AUTOMATIC
BED COVERIN

Sound slumber comes easily—even. on the coldest nights—hen
you have an electric blanket or sheet o souggle under,

You'll love the wooderful warmth-without-weight and the|
trolled temperature that give you such a good night's resd
for only 2¢ worth of electricitf,

Electric blaokets and sheets are practical as well as prectylh . «
easy 10 store and keep in condition . . . launder beautifullyy
Blanket colors include rose, blue, green, chartreuse, red)
yellow. There's also & good color selection in electric s
~Choose one today; get & good night's sleep tonight.

lcon-
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£

pets.




