Text

This is the text of
City Manager . D. C. ‘
port this week to the Fity commis-
sion on past accomplishnients, pres-
ent status, and future| problems of
the city, which we summarized in
a story on Page One, [Section One.

The report follows:

Birmingham
rt's re-

of

City Manager Egbert’s Report®

South Oakland ecommunities. This

ditional supply will become a
reality in Sg

To necure a supply from Detroit
will require a long term contract:
Bonds to finance this pio; can-
not be issued without there being
an_assured supply.

The of South Oak-

To assure proper ive in
evaluating the city problems, it
is necessary to occasionally review
the progress sccumflu}ml in con-
summating previously planned pro-
grams. It also is extremely impor-

tant to carefully evaluate and
critically examine the| city’s finan-
cial programs and curtent financial
|m'4|lm

The financial program is the
heart of all planning and is the
of effectuating any plan

which isdeveloped. With this
n f o mation, the

-ommisuon can ex-

amine| the major

] problems facing

the city and de-

In the Interews | termine the ade-
of Communiry | quacy of the tools
Service available to solve

those problems and

nm\xde the citizens

services and

hmh!l!q which can

be provided within the limits of

the available resources and whic!

are most necessary to their well
being.

The population of the city now
approximates 22,600. The average
population increase during the next
10 years would approximate 400
per vear, or a total population of
26,600, the rate of grawth being

ta nishing rate as all lats
are ut . These estimates con-
template’ the annexation of the

Porritt property.

The burden of supplying the nec-
essary services during this period
of rapid growth has overtaxed the
facilities of the city. Many prob-
lems face the commission in meet-
ing present and future needs of
the citizens.

The commission acts on_portions
of these problems each Monday
night during the course of regular
business. It is advisable to oce:
sionally view th
from a perspecti
eral long range view of their va-
rious aspects concerning ourselves
with recent progress and long
range objectives.

Birmingham has deserved and
enjoyed the reputation of a high
type residential community offer-
ing many mduununls. not found

land County therefore will defi-
nitely be tied with Detroit in any
future project for a supply rom
Lake Huron or any other source.

'B|rm1mzhum has been fortunate |
having this underground supply
available. The water from thi
source has been produced at a

ost of approximately five cents
per thousand gallons in the mains.
Water from Detroit is estimated to
cost approximately 20 cents per
thousand gallons.

This new supply will, therefore,
add materially to the cost of water
served the citizens of Birmingham. |
Every effort must therefore be
made to continue to use the wells
as a sourte of supply insofar as
possible.

Chemists have tested the chem-
ical content of the Birmingham
supply. Their tests show that un-
satisfactory results will be obtained
in mixing water from the Detroit
supply with the local well water.

he local well Water contains
iron and other chemicals some of
which will precipitate out at the
time of mixing and cause deposits
in the water.

This may mean a water treat-
ment plant to permit using the
local supply in_ conjunction with
water from the City of Detroit.

SEWERS AND SEWAGE
DISPOSAL

Providing adequate sewers and
sewage treatment still is one of
the major problems and a most
troublesome one. Substantial ii-
provement in the sewage disposal |
problem was achjeved by providing
{m— thc sewage from the east h If |
city to be treated b
o the Southenstern: Oak.
Sewage Disposal

3
H

diversion structures and
interceptor sewer in the Rouge
Valley requires extensive rebuild- |

ing and possible replacement. Oth-
er portions of the sewerage
requires relief to avoid
difficulties.

The proposed sanitary interc
or to serve the townships of §
field, Bloomfield and Troy, as well
as the irmingham and
Bl 1 “I”-». is the most satis-

future

here, to home
owners de 'ruw an_excellent en-
vironment for their families. A
major portion of the value of each
home is the result of the environ-
ment that has been achieved in
Birmingham. Each ritizen, there-
fore, has a real financial interest
in maintaining this environment.
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

L. R. Gare, city engineer this
week reported on projects cumpl(_l
ed during the past five
total dollar volume of
This represents the projects whig
have been directly under the con-
ervision of the engi-

neering
THE
The improvements to the water
system provided an assured Muppl)
of water to meet the needs of th
population which increased lv\o
thirds during the past five years.
These improvements were con-
structed at a total cost of 8517 wu
This cost was met hy a bond
in 1951 of $! , With the Inlr
ance being paid uul of current
revenue,
The underground supply was de-
termined several years ago to_be

insufficient for future needs. Ef-
forts have been directed toward
securing a supply from the ‘city of

lklmll acting jointly with other

81. | by sewage disposal can be provided
t

factory answer to the pollution
problem in the Rouge River.
he  difficulties  involved
financing the joint pro
result in unreasonable delay
will force the city to construct
[improvements to the Birmingham
sewage disposal plant to provide
adequate sewage disposal for this

in
ct may
w!

city. .
Birmingham cannot ignore the
problems” of *surrounding  areas.

| Some plans must be devised where-

|to protect the Rouge River,
the costs of providing this service
equitably distributed.

There has been little recognition
by surrounding areas of the -
sponsibility for providing  this
seryice in the past. These munic-
ipalities are, however, now making
a serious effort to meet the re-
sponsibility of préventing the
Rouge River from becoming fur-
ther polluted.

Birminghant's policy in  this
matter is to fully meet its own
responsibility and join with
‘m‘ml\hum any project which
assures an equitable arrangement
for all parties concerned.

REETS
street paving program car-

The

vied on in_ the past five years has
of

resulted in the construction

9% miles of co vement
nnd 8% miles nf upluluc con-

| serious elthor on the part of the|

This we propose to accomplish in |
with the fire station | tree

i o! the DPW

belnx lpphrd over old pavements
and gravel bases, The fotal dollar
volyme for street improvement in
the . amount of $1,369,700 repre-

capital  expenditures

during this |
period.

Future Program

largely to paving in new and nuL
lying areas. This was necessa
‘urder to maintain the general ¢ ar

acter of the city and prevent the
y facing an impossible problem
later.

The future program should be
continued at the same volume of
approximately $300,000 per year
in order to protect existing pave-
ments with resurfacing and make

sents over 50 percent of the total |

The street cleaning, sewer _main-
tenance, snow removal, and other
|activities of the public works de-
| partment are all necessary to make
rmingham a clean city. These
| services will become mere roatiae |

and can be better scheduled as the
| development period of the city |

This program has been devoted |ends.

| The department, in the future,
‘m.mun.nu operation, and will
not be involved to any ex-
tent in construction of water serv- |
ices, sewer services, temporary oil
services, ete,

other equipment of this character
will be replaced by flushers, sweep-
ers, and more efficient sewer clean- |
ing to better perform

progress in
|the  unsatisfactory gravel roads
| with their high maintenance costs
|and depreciating effect on property
values,

The objective of a clean city can-
not be ncfucved without a continued
street improvement program.

HOUSEKEEPING
Waste Disposal

This service, so_essential to the

modern _city, has been an increas-

|

the maintenance work.

PUBLIC ‘s)\Fl"l'Y

P

The police and rm- departments
of the city have been augmented
to meet the increased demands |
placed on these depar(mcnls by the
rapid period of gro

The general pollx) in these two
departments for many years has
been to provide the most efficient

ingly difficult and
icg to perform. Blrmmzhlm hu
been fortunate in the past in hav-
ing available an isolated dump
site where rubbish could be dis-
posed of at a minimum cost.
Garbage was collected by con-
| tractors and disposed of by feed-
| ing to hogs. Both of these methods
luf disposal of rubbish and garbage

| cannot be tolerated under present (men

conditions and are eliminated by
laws and ordinances.
Incinerator

| This problem was recognized
several years ago, at which time
Birmingham with other
South Oakland county communi-
ties to provide a satisfactory dis-
posal method.

An incinerator now is under
| construction and will be completed
about January 1955, and placed
in operation ot later than ebru-
ary 1, 1956. Disposal by this meth-
od is, in the opinion of the board
of trustees of the disposal author-
ity, the best method available.
| It will, however, be considerably
|more expensive than the previous
| methods employed by the city.
\Dlspmul by this method is com-
| parable in cost with other approved
| methods available.
Combined Garbage and Rubbish

Collection

The increase in population dens
ty in this area requires more ade- |
quate . collection and disposal of |
wastes at greatly increased costs.

It is necessary for this work to
be performed efficiently to reduce
costs to a minimum. The combining
of the collection of rubbish and
garbage in ope operation has been

Many citizens
discantinuance of the service pre-
viously performed which provided
for the collection of garbage from
the rear of the residence. This will
further reduce over-all costs.
Cooperation of Houscholder
and DPW

1t is extremely important that
each householder provide proper
containers and that the DPW es-
tablish a regular schedule for this
service to enable this operation to
help us mh)ew our objective of a
clean ci

The deartmont of public works

will cooperate in every reasonable
mapnee. They have been instructed
| to insist on the cooperation of the |
householder.

e Commission is well aware
of the serious effects of careless |
methods of handling this problem, |
and such carelessness is equally

BREAD BOXES—Ransburg
hand painted, large capacity,
2 compartment, Kitchen Bou-
quet design. Reg. 6.00.

* Now 3.19

(LP.I\\QbR SIFTER CON-
TAINER — Ransburg hand
nlmhd. also in the famous
Kitchen Bouquet design takes
the entire cleanser can, with-
out emptying. Assorted col-
ors Reg. 1.35,

Now 69¢

SAKER COOK BOOK
RACK—Fastens to the bot-
tom of upper kitchen cup-
board. Adjustable for easy
reading, folds out of sight
when not in use, can be used
as an extra shelf. You can't
hold it, and you dan’t want to
spatter it so this is the an-

swer. Reg. 2.95.
Now 1.98

OUR ENTIRE STOCK OF
FIREPLACE FIXTURES,
including grates, log rests,
spark guards, and irons, fire
sets, fire lighters, log rollers,
wood baskets, bellows, hearth

brooms ete. 20% OFF
EGG POACHER — Comet

aluminum, 3 egg capacity.
Made by MIRRO, Reg. 1.25.
Now .98

Hours: 8-5:30

-

Foods won't stick.7.
won't burn in ¥=2%

‘Browni food beautiful-
ty. Gives o flovor ond

fovorite fry pan in most
for 59 years. It

populor sites/

Waogner Chicken Fryer
Wognar wa Oven..
9

ou tara's nothi
ke Wagner Cast Iron, B

HUSTON HARDWARE (0.

205 N. Woodward Ave.

Fridays to 9 p.m. Closed

Conbinuous Service Since 1909

LAMBRO HOT TRAY —
Snaps on your skillet—any
thickness, to drain off fat, to
heep food hot. Reg. 5

Now .

9

CAKE COVER AND TRAY
—Ransburg hand painted,
large metal cake cover, with
glass tray, Kitchen Bouquet
design, assorted colors. Reg.
4.00.

Now 2.19

KARLE HOSE WASHER—
Made of pure aluminum —
new method for all hosiery
washing, saves 600% on
soap, saves time, hose and
hands. Is easiest, quickest
and most sanitary way. Pre-
vents fabric breakdown,
snagged hose, nasal irrita-
tion, s0ap matting. Reg. 1.29,

Now .69

HOSPITALITY SNACK SET
—8 piece sparkling erystal
glass, 4 palet shaped plates,
with wheat pattern in bot-
tom, and well to hold cup, 4
cups. For quick attractive
service, Reg. 1.29.

Now .98

CANNISTER CAN — Small
red & white checkered, metal
container, just the rjght size
for a pound of Iwr‘e tea. 10
cents, r aml

MI 4-7330
Wed at 1 p.m.

one step in gaining this efficlency. |
are requex(mxl

and working

combined wlh adequate training
programs, to produce the greatest |
degree of protection at the least
cost.
Thlq policy has proven itself on

v occasions and has resulted
in Blrmmghnm possessing a repu-
tation for having two well staffed |
and !mclent public safety depart-

Police Department

The police department now has
32 total personnel. This has irr
creased from a

proposal which will provide ther
space for the fire departme |
i This move will permit alu.-mmn

to the fire department wing which |

| will pro space to meet

{the additional presonnel require-

ments resulting from the increase

in population in our city fmm np-'
proximately 8,500 in 1929,

| this building ‘was first occupied. |
to the 22,600 population presently

will be more concerned with a pure |in the city. This is an increase of | within reasonable lmit

165 percent.
Fire Department
This dlpnnmt'm has been rer-!
Dmnz(d as a progressive depart-
| ment for many years. The depart-

ders, power shovels and | ment has been sugmented o meet | herdred e

the needs of the increased hazards.
Good planning requires that there
reasonable expansion of present
fuflh!lu in order to continue the
| same degree of protection that has
been  afforded in the past.
Equipment
The city ince the war,
added two new modern 1,000 gal
lon per minute pumpers at a_cost
‘of approximately $16,000 each. A
ew mbdern multi-purpose _fire
\ truck to cost approximately $37,000
|is presently on order.
| Personnel
| The department personnel has
lincreased from 18 in 1949 to the
| presen authorized personnel of 27,
cluding the Chief of Fire.
\ Th:- m(rmu- cxt) over 10,000
| population employs 1.24 full time |3
| fire rtment employees for e
oy 1500 "lohabitante Applying
this average to the present popu- |
| lation 00) of Birmingham
would result in 28 employees, This
| compares with 27 presently author-
ized. ]
¥ To secure reasonable romnlunre

was established in the basement
of this building, to a total of 20
in 1949, and a present authorized

strength of 32,

The average number of police-
men per 1,000 population for cities
similar to Birmingham is approx-
imately 1.40. This average applied

irmingham  would mean
employees. The Birmingham de-
| partment has 32, including parking
| meter personnel.
More Adequate Housing for
ol pt.

11», in 1929, when the department

" The department has doubled in
the number of personnel since it
|was established in its present lo
cation. The department should be
housed on the first floor and pro-
vided with more adequate space.

with underwriter
quires additional presonnel, The
nm\ of the city is to establish a
fire department with sufficient per-
sonnel and facilities to comply in
{a sufficient degree with the. under-
writers standards so as to main-
tain the present fire insurance
classifiations; and further, fo fully
weet the obligation of the munici-
government in protecting the
property of its citizens.
This does not in any way reflect
any change in previou pnllty.
| Proposed Fire Sta
The two proposed fire *tations,

proposed equipment, and pcr\onm-] to the public and yet control their | debt was $136
- |use to avoid their detracting from | 193

to man this equipment n the

mination of many years' study of
|the problem and is in conformity |
with the above stated policy. This
!program is recommended by the

administration to meet the require-
ments of this policy.
FORmY AND PARKS
Eribnﬁn factor in
Lhe lu.ruﬁv-nnl of ingham
as a residential community is the
tree lined sfreets. The
each year have provided hr thn
continuance of a poli of tree
plaptings to preserve and enhance
this attractive feature of our city.
Dutch Elm Disease
The Dutch Elm disease is threat-
ening the elms of this city, Bir-
mingham has been a leader in the
area in conducting programs to
protect these trees. The costs of
these pro have been held

The e presence of ¢ um sease was
early in
Tost: rhe. “city of Toledo; Ohio,
reported the prpsence of the dis-
|ease in that city in 1951. Two
in 1952 and one
thousand cases in 1958 were located
in that city. Their forestry depart-|
ment reports costs of removal of
disessed trees in 1953 amounted
to $124.00 per tre
The expetience in Toledo, where
control programs have been in-
adequate, well justifies the pro-|
gram for control of the
which has been carried on in Bir-
mingham.

Parks

The emphasis on park improve-
ment in recent years has been di-
rected towards improving the rec-
reational facilities with a minor
portion of the annual budgets be-
ing appropriated for the improve-
ment of the. passive parks.

The annual budgets in recent
years have contained appropria-
{tions in amounts of 0,000 to
$12,000 each. This permits of car-
rying on an improvement program
at a relatively slow rate

The adequacy of recreational fa-
cilities in Birmingham has recently
n a matter of concern toa con-
siderable number of citizens. The
possibility of publie recreational
facilities partially offsetting the
lack of proper environment in com-
bating juvenile delinquency is de-
batable.

Reasonable recreational facilities
must be an integral part of the
community in order to fill the
needs of a city of lhu character.
Birminghapn has not, as yet, ac-
quired reaSonable n\reluonll fa-
cilities,

The passive park areas also are| of
to \hc

a major factor contri
attractiveness of the c
problem here is to make the .Ark
areas of, this character mmmblo

the surrounding properties.
This has been accomplished in |
an excellent manner in_the devel-

opment of Haldwin Park from

3 B \I-III

The policy cont finan-
cial operations o!mm:fu has been
& comparatively conservative one.
The course that has been charted
provides for maintaining
capital lpprvprhucm in each an-
nual to provide for a con-
tinuing program of improvements.

The and

Southfield t to Haw-|
M extending wes I W-

sufficient | hag

been red tn permit the
serves and operating capital to
assure efficient operation and
maintain a sound K’...c..l posl-
tion, and to assure being i

sition  to eet  all  obli lxlon-«

ditions.

The commission has not adopted
a “pay as you go plan,” nor a
policy of constructing improve-
ments to be paid for by future
taxpayers. The planning of fi-|
not governed by any
h can applied to any
pmblem and produce an answer
| without analysis,

The city has substantially im-
proved its credit and is protecting
| this eredit in order that it may be
available to be used at such times

e as good business judgment war-

rants its use.

CLAIM €OULD BE laid to hav-
ing followed a “pay as you go
plan” in that during thes
when Birmingham has experienced |
a phenomenal rate of growth the
essential improvements have been
provided and there has been an
actual reduction in general obliga-
tion debt.

The total of the net general ol
ligation debt was $1,411,479.99 in
1935. This has now been reduced
|to bonds uuuunumg at the pres-
ent time of $73 w m
the dnbl scrv\ce fund the su
$10: 6.31 in cash and sctunuv.w,
luvmg‘ & net debt at the present
time of $629,673.69.

There are two yardsticks com-
monly used to measure the finan-
cial condition of a city,

Bond buyers are
question the credi a city when
the general obligation debt equals
or exceeds smooo per capita, or
ten percent of the assessed valua-
tion.

inclined to

THE NERAL obligation debty

accumulation of reasonable re- pa

promptly, even under adverse con-
P

past five
reduction
thousand
It is n
needs of tH
met and
tions at tl
this tax rd
The

s of

"tni" It is h
me. It
fe can be mlmld.

mul;luu a rate
uuaorvdx

constant
services, aj
improveme}
ful evaluag
locate the|
return the|

d
jon
nd

licy.

rse

s faced
Eml;dl for improved

for- capif

must be made to

available resources
greatest benefit to U\.

maintain a sound

ia not easy to fol.

ecord of the city's dif-

ficulties afil achievements "clearly
points to ighe wisdom of such a
course,

This repfrt has outlined the re-
ceng recordpf the aity and presents
a picture the present situation.

ere problems to be
met in order to provide the citi-
zens of i with

An adegflate water supply

F fooded [

S, 'y sewage disposal

Clean ive streets

Facilitied for recreational ac-

iviti

pcpemx...‘u police and fire pro-
tectios

Efficient || and _orderly  house-
keepin,

The conbinuation of

policies wil
|lmm‘diulcl

port filed
{ubstantial
made,

i

progress
however, on well * plnnned

ot bring all chl; -houv.

A review of the re-
1951 will show th?.
has

in 1935 represented 11.37 per cent|pFograms.
ssessed value. This percentage | This repgrt is presented to the
| will be 1.30 per cent as of April 1 |city commission as an outline of
{ this year with the reserve funds |established lmy and plans, The
credited to  off-set inued effort a of ™
bonds. The general obligation|all concerrjed \n]l bring further
6 per capita mlprn[re»s in|achieving more com-

A
7.86 per capita.

|52
| Page 1

citizens of

th

THE BIRMINGHAM ECCENTRIG‘

t the present time it is|fortable and pleasant living for all

is community,
February 25, 1954

¥ l-ll

~Price the Car that Sets the Pace

PONTIAC PACES THE
FINEST CARS in optional
ient, too, with Ai
itioning (above) K
tric Window Lifts (
Power Brak
Steering, I I-Range
Hydra-Matic Drive and ex-
clusive Comfort-Control
Seat at low additional cost,

TR ®
W

Your pride of ownership gets a big lift
when you buy a Star Chief Pontiac,
You command a car with the perform.
ance, size and luxury of the fine
more satisfying—you enjoy genu
car ownership at a tremendous saving.

No other car with the Star Chief’s 214-
ed 5o low,

inch over-all length
No car at any price
guished interiors, nor

pr
s 1N

the Star Chief’s full

DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR
YOU CAN’T BEAT A

wre prideful per-
formance. None provides more comfort
than the smooth, easy rids you get with
five-

r-pnn;,,h

. Even
fine«

re distin-
1

And certainly
beautiful nor more readily recognized.

thousands of the most p
free miles you've ever known.

- Mor Zuvury at Low Cost!

none

is more

But there's more than beauty, luxury
and size to the Star Chief, Pontiac’s un«
surpassed reputation for dependability
d economy assures thousands upon

care-

k at i

Come in

foot rear beat a Pontiac,

s PPONT

WILSON PONTIAC-CADILLAC, Inc.

275 North Woodward Ave.

Phone Mldwest 4-1930
DON'T MISS DAVE GARROWAY —EVERY FRIDAY, 8 P.M.—WWJ-TV—CH

proof that dollar for dqll

in it—and price it for qh]ueslmnnlxle
r you can’t

\4




