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- | are that you are a collector of sorts.
Plants and rocks, beetles and bugs, nests of birds and
wasps, photographs and fossils, sea-shells and snake skins;
there is no end to what people will collect with some degrec
of profit to themselves if not always to others.
Recently there came to my hapds
one imh collection. It is a small

the snows.
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ton, August 5tb, ?W

There are more than 100 spe-
cies of goldenrod in the Eastern
United States where they spread
la ulow over every autumn land-
These dwindle to less than
do:en varieties on the west
coast. The name “Cutleri” is now
more generally uied to designate

followed |
collec- |
tors signature
writtan  in
fine spencemn
hand.

this species.
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In the alpine meadows near the
{ mountain top .g the delicate
of mountain sandwort, Are-
naria_broenlandica, which is our
next specimen.
THIS LITTL
[to five inches

was made for|
no other .pur-
pose than to
serve as a_me.

mento of a hnp-
py day spent in
the out-of-doors.

plant, from two
gh, is found only

= On the first| Mt. Washington among the
Mrs. Frehse  pake is mount- 1 have seen
a sprig of nadnock and

i 3
have collected

Spiraea lumcnlma. a common || closely related
shrub of the New England region. |species in the alpine meadows of
We have its counterpart i ainier and Glacier Parks. It
closely  relat eadow-sweet”, | shows the restricted foliage and

the proportionally
which are characteri

which has white
flower

stead of rose large flowers

of plants

Old Booklet Records Mountaln Climb

We now come to a sprig of red
spruce, Picea rubens. From. the
tiny size of the needles, we con-
clude that it came from a dwarfed
specimen growing near the tree
line. This is the zone where pl-nu
take their last s against
rigors of tearing winds and ob-
literating cold. Beyond this line
no trees will grow.

The last specimen in our little
collection is one which must have
come from the near-summit where
only a few small and hardy ever-
green plants nestle against the
protecting rocks. It is the white.
flowered cinquefoil, Potentilla lri-
dentata.

I have a particularly luum.
n«oculmn with this small
for I saw it first in 1939, ‘mwmk
in a smulr situation above the
tree line on the day we climbed
Mt. Monadnock. To my surprise,
I found it again two years ago
blooming along a sandy roadside
just south of Mio.

IT 1S reported as common to the
rocky and exposed regions of the
north and northeastern part of
our range. It differs from the usual
members of the cinquefoil family
in its three-parted instead of five-
{parted leaves. its whlu flowers in

1 generally yellow-flowered genus,

out-of-doors sufficiently to climb
Mt, V«uhlnrton and to make and
treasure this little booklet, it is |
probable that he continued  his
Journey to the very summit. Here
he could pause awhile to hear lhc
song of the white-throated

row coming up to him from the
trees below. Here. in the stillness |
of a late summe
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|
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could see the hll]s and valleys n(
New England spread out before |
im.

Mountain plants live in unes
largely determhml by _altitude. A
climb of eet marks a simi-

lar dlﬂ!rtnce in plant species ¢om- |-

parable to going .northward 10
degrees in Initude Thus our| col-
lector in his 3 foot ascent to |
the top of Mt. “uhmmon reached

a flora comparable to that which
he would find were he to walk
nor\;hwznl as far as central Green-
and.
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The common name -mom»hmh' driven to quick maturity by the and its evergreen character. Husband—Oh, no, my dear. You,
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|
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|bloom which top its branches T g

probable that our col l

found this plant at the beginnii

of his climb since it prefers low, |

moistground |
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OUR NEXT specimen is labelled |
“Epilobium spicatum,” the com-
mon “fire-weed”, which quickly es-
tablishes itself in our northern
Michigan burnt over lands. The|
species named “angustifollum” is |
now more geners

A friend recently reported see-
ing this plant growing in profu-
sion in-Alaska where its flowers
were red.
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it is with

pleasure

page we come to a

little buttercup marked “Ranun

culus sp.?" This is followed by u

twig of birch marked “Betula

¢p.7" Hoth of these may have
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many Tittle mountain . streams we announce

which trickle down into the valley
| The placing of a question mark
{after the species is a common prac

e of honest botanists both ama-
r ard professional, and in thi

‘ ‘ an addition to our distinguished line

Vicia, the comman cow
(cracea) of roadsides and
the larger pea vetch
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