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Area With Financial Losses

By GIL HERMAN

elm disease, the fungus infection that spells death
to Amerjcan elms, poses a two-fold threat to Birmingham

Dutch

and surrpunding areas.
First,
locally, and the deadly nature

threatened with the loss of many of its finest shade trees.

Half of Birmingham'’s trees are+
elms. In gome parts of the city,
the concentration of elms is 75
per cent. |

All of [these trees are being
threatened with death by Dutch
elm dispase.

If the disease is not controlled,
streets will be denunded.

THE SECOND phase of this

J. ALLEN HARWOOD, 1932
Melton, his been appointed man-
ager of the newly formed Sales
Administration Department of the |
Tractor apd Implement Division,

tor Company, according to
ton, general sales man-
e joining Ford in Au-
Harwood has served as
manager, Parts Sales
Department. From 1947 to 1953,
he was adsociated with Dearborn
Motars, former national market-
ing orgatization for the Fard
tractor and Dearborn farm equi
ment, as agsistant parts sales man-
ager and |as_advertising hudget
supervisor.

PLAY IT SAFE

Rubbish Fire
Needs Extra
Alertness

If you have v
door or at the res
that has grown up with high
every precaution should be taken
when burning papers, rubbish,
etc., adjacent to it. |

With the coming of spring, the
danger from grass fires increases.
Grs and high weeds should be
cut and raked up as much as
possible, getting them away from
garages, outbuildings and shrub-
bery. With a slight breeze a grass |
fire can travel far and do much
damage in less time than it takes
to call the fire department.

If you Have grass or rubbish
to burn you should first come to
the fire department and apply for |
a burning | permit.

THE MAN on'duty will tell you
if you are in an area where burn-
ing is permissible and if the wind
conditions are right to burn. If
50, a permit will be issued to you
free of charge.

Don’t burn up your own or your
neighbor’s 'garage or shrubbery.
“PLAY IT SAFE!" Check with
the fire department for a permit
and approval, then survey the area
to determine that should the fire
get out of control, would it cause
any damage.

A garden hose and broom would
be of great assistance in controll-
ing a grasy fire until the fire de-
partment arrived. Have the charged

ose handy with the water shut
off at the nozzle, prior to starting
the -fire. Then, if neccessary, you
can quickly bring it into play.

Remember, “An ounce of pre-
vention is worth a pound of cure.”

Prepared as u public service |
by members of the |
BIRMINGHAM FIRE DEPT.

nt lot next
of your house

WE HEARD IT SAID' BY—
BLUNT,

¥ t

about the awful power of the
hydrogen bomb, it ma
wonder why men strive so
hard to produce an instrument
which will destroy in a mat
ter of seconds what has taken
centuries to build, Be that
as it may, I am firmly con-
vinced that we should borrow
an idea from England and be-
gin to plan what we will do
should an H-bomb attack be
British guccessfully ‘worked |
cuation program for ‘

ge cities, stressing
of the children who
t important. 1 feel
that we in the United States
should- give s great deal of
serious thought to a like ap-
proach repare ourselves |
for any eventuality.”

because of the high concentration of elm population

» partment has not kept adequate

of the disease, the area is

threat is the financial loss to the
communities involved through the
necessity of removing diseased
trees.

A fair picture of what the di-
sense could cost can be presented

-
City to Conduct
Dead Wood Pick-up
In Dutch Elm Fight

City Forester William Debold
and William Love of the Michi-
gan state department of agricul-
ture cooperated in presenting a
movie film"on Dutch elm disease
at the Monday noon luncheon of
the Birmingham Rotary club.

Lebold told Rotarians one way
to check the disease is to destroy
all dead elm wood in the area.
Dead elm wood provides the in-
cubators in which the elm bark
beetle is hatched. It is this
beetle that spreads the fungus |
infection ‘of Dutch eIm disease |
from dead and unhealthy wood |
to healthy trees.

He said the city will cooperate
with citizens by conducting a
city-wide pickup of dead elm
wood on Monday, April 12.

Citizens having collections of
elm wood are asked to move
such wood to the edges of curbs. |
1f they will do so, city trucks
will pick ‘up the wood and dis- |
pose of it.

by a study of areas where the dis- |
ease got'a strong foothold.

In Bexley, Ohio, a suburban com-
munity near Cleveland, Dutch elm
disease struck in 1946. Bexley had
4,500 elms on public lands in that
year. Today only about 900 are
left, according to W. A. Montgome-
ery, superintendent of parks.

MONTGOMERY  reports that
i ght years the city has
spent $82,033 for removal of dead
elm trees.

City foresters contend that it
is more economical to try to con-
trol Dutch elm disease, than it
is to remove trees.

The experience of Cleveland it- | &

self seems to bear out the fores-
ters' contention.

the disease began in 1947 when 13
infected trees were found. The
number of ~ infections increased
rapidly until 1950 when new cases
of infected trees numbered 626. A |
¢ program sub.\cquenlly'
caused a drop in new cases Jo
382 in 1952,

commission-
t of shade
trees in Cleveland, said because of
manpower shortages since the out-
break of the Korean war his de.

Sdward H. Scanl

records.
THE CITY'S last complete rec-
ords in 1950 show that the city
removed 396 dead trees at a cost
of $12250—about $34 per tree.
During the same year, Cleveland
sprayed 43,865 trees at a cost of |

- o
Cleveland’s current_epidemic of

only 30 cents per tree, Scanlon

said.

In the citg of Birmingham alone
there are 16,000 elm trees. If they
all were to die, and the cost of
removing them averaged $34 per
tree, the ultimate cost would be
tremendous—$544,000!

Obviously a control program
an effort to save the al
the beauty they lend to the city
streets is worthwhile.

RIS

BUT ONCE Dutch elm disease
has entered a community, it means
expense. Birmingham has spent
$7,000 this year in its control pro-

in
nd

ram.
b Included in this expenditure is
the purchase of a new type spray-
ing machine which produces a mist
spray used to envelop branches of
trees with DDT solutions to kill
elm bark beetles, the insects re-
sponsible for the spread of the dis-

ease.

With this machne the city for-
estry department of Birmingham
already has begun its spraying
program

William Lebold, city forester,
said this week that it is the plan
of his department to have all elm
trees on public land sprayed with
DDT by the time the spring hatch
of the fungus carrying beetles
takes place.

LEBOLD also is urging private
citizens to take steps to spray
rees on their property. The city
sprayer will cover elms that are
close to the sidewalk as five

but

there isn’t enough time

|or equipment for the city sprayers

to care for all trees on private

;‘;r?_[l:erly.

here are several private com-4—
| panies that are equipped to spray |

for Dutch elm disease, and

if in-
terested citizens will call me, I'll

eas
|be glad to make recommendation |ipy L i blessed by u large

Their

a3 to how they can get their pri-

spray their trees now.

“This is the most important
time of the year for spraying to
control these ¢élm bark beetles,”
Lebold said. “It is the spring hatch
of beetles t

BIRMINGHAM'S NEW “MIST TYPE"” TREE SPRAYING MACHINE

measures

Paul Breniser directs

are especially vital

Birmingham and surrounding ar-

amount of young elm

50 to 100
disease

Lebold

ca
must be controll

trees
ers’ ¢

old.
“Another thing that should stim-
hat is mostly responsi. | ulate owners of these trees to take

ble for the spread of the disease.” steps to protect them is the value

HE CALLED ON Subdivision
groups also to join in the fight,
stating that he would cooperate to
the fullest in any effort to control
the disease,

perience of the town of Greenwich,

onn.
Joseph A. Dietrich, superjntend-

=
73
13

orous control was first

his city’s Dutch elm diseage prob-
lem, 186 diseaséti trees werk found
among an approximate 6,080 elm

three population.
Success of the program is
by the following report of Iksses

years
In 1947, 114 trees were I4st;
1948, 51 trees; 1049, 46

1950, 53 trees; 1051, 28 trees; 1952,
24 trees; and in 1963 another 24
trees were lost.

DIETRICH added that, with sci-
entists studying new methods of
control with promising results, the
disease may be eventually eradi-
cated.

Lebold pointed out that control

PUBLIC
Household

Not an Auction — All Items Priced

SALES

Furnishings

Mrs. Ethel D. Adair

3546 NOTTINGHAM ROAD
(North of Mack)

Detroit, Mich.

Saturday, April 10th from 10 a.m.

Mrs. Sam

(near Seven

Detroit,

18942 MUIRLAND

Sunday, April 11th from 10 a.m.

C. Lewis

Mile Road)
Mich.

Appraiser

SALES CONDUCTED BY

H. O. McNIERNEY

WOodward 1-9085

424 ‘Book Building

|they lend to

property. Trees. in-

crease the value of real estate by

a great deal,”
|

Lebold stressed.

AVERAGE 'COST of spraying a

private tree ranges from $3
. |Cost of removing a tree
That the disease can be con-|from $30 to $200

trolled is brought out by the ex-|gize of the tree. |
“In view of this. it is apparent

DDT fog on elm tree on Webster street.

in

(Eccentric Photo)

GPRING 1S THE TIME ® Service
Supplies
Dishwashers
Disposals
Water Heaters
Fixtures

Water Softeners

Call FE 4-0127

*"The little plumbing & heating man

STANLEY R. "NIELSEN

to §7 PLUMBING — HEATING CONTRACTOR
r:mi:;“ 2182 S. Telegraph Rd. Calls Taken 24 Hra. Daily
P & on the

that it is both pconomical and

Lebold said.

worthwhile to hu\j trees sprayed,”
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Green
Stamps

STERNAL'S

Free Parking In Rear Of Store
Open Friday Evenings To 9:00

TELEVISION SERVICE

&)

Open Evenings 7:30-9

Ml 4-8705

you of
. uninterrupted

Trained technicians  assure
satisfactory service

TY viewing.

ELECTRONIC SERVICE

We Give S & H Green Stamps

580 S. Woodward Open 8 am. to 6, 7:30-9 p.m.
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Funds received by the 10th of April earn from the 1st.
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; Open Your Savings Account

i TODAY

|

BIRMINGHAM FEDERAL

SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION

Member of Federal Home Loan Bank System

Woodward at Maple

Berkley Branch: 30556 W, 12 Mile Rd.

MI 4-0700
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