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For [several months, Birmingham's plan
board has wrestled with the provisions of
a zoning ordinance amendment which
would |permit fees to be charged on prop-
erties specifically zoned as parking dis-
tricts.|

The problem was presented to the plan
board as the result of the city commis-
sion’s i with repr ives of
the Wabeek Corp. and Jacobson’s, Inc.,
which together have invested more than
$337,000 in a proposed off-street parking
development north of Willets street and
west of Woodward avenue.

Line of Defe

A Free, wwmndwnm]

owntown Parklng Lots Need
Only Minimum Screens

The cost of the space involved, declare
the owners, is too expensive for such ex-
tensive landscaping, and also would cut
down on available parking space—the very
thing the entire property is intended for,
as relief to downtown parking problems.
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TO DATE, WE BELIEVE (and we think
a majority of the citizens of Birmingham
believe) it is to the credit of the city com-
mission itself that it has thus far refused
to agree completely on the plan board's
ideas on the subject.

The proposal again will be before the

About half of the area—app ly

at a public hearing on April

both sides of N. Bates street—at the prew-
ent time is zoned for multiple dwellings.
The zoning must be changed to permit
public parking.

THE CITY—LAST JULY—amended
the zcnmg ordinance and permltled the
of a new cl, jon: park-

ing digtricts.

Designed to relieve parking congestion
in buginess areas other than the cen-
tral part of the city, this nine-month-old
amendment required careful screening,
policing, improvement and maintenance of
these ‘lots, which would be situated be-
tween  business zones and adjacent resi-
dential properties.

No feed were to be collected, and the
district would revert to its former zoning
if parking ever were discontinued on the
sites.

The plan board’s objective, then, was to
come up with]a proposal for an additional
parking district which could be established
along thte perimeter of the central busi-
ness area, yet would permit parking fees
to be charged.

LAST WEEK THE PLAN BOARD'S
suggested new district was up before the
city commission for the first time offi-
cially.

In prachcally all mqtanceq, it is a copy
of the first-created parking district, with
this major exception: parking fees can be
chargéd in the proposed district B zone.

It results in this situation:

To live up to the plan board’s proposed
amendment, Wabeek-Jacobson will be re-
quired to divert for screening purposes an
area 12 feet wide by whatever length cer-
tain .parts of it border on abutting resi-
dential property—even though that abut-
ting residential property is to all practical
purposes being held for ultimate business
development,

26. But prior to that date, commissioners
want to meet with the city planners to dis-
cuss the amendment in more detail.

Plan board members, according to City
Plan Technician Robert Boatman, believe
that owners can go before the zoning
board of appeals if they helieve excep-
tional circumstances are present in a sit-
uation.

But Wabeek-Jacobson—and several city
commissioners—believe there may be a
more definite manner in which the new
parking district can be described.

THE CITY COMMISSION, either be-
cause of more practical business experi-
ence, and/or because of its more direct
official sense of responsibility to the equi-
ties involved, deserves much credit for its
refusal to go along with the plan board's
somewhat academic approach to the sub-
ject.

The Eccentric is not unmindful of the
voluntary efforts the plan board is giving
on its job, without monetary recompense.
Such civie interest is fine . , . but we do
suggest to the plan board that it endeavor
to place itself equitably in the role of own-
ers of business property, too.

After all, the development of a business
section for any community is not solely to
the benefit of merchants, Business serves
the public, not only in goods and services,
but also in helping to relieve residential
property of a portion of the tax burden
that finances local government.
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THE OWNERS OF Birmingham busi-
ness property do not seek any subsidy
fromithe whole community ; they are will-
ing to carry their share of the off-street
parking expense,

They do, however, seek to support an
ordinance that is practical in its applica-
tion, not confiscatory of property values
in its demands.

Joe's ‘lllusions of Grandeur’

Up to date, this newspaper has been a
defender of much that Senator ’V[cCarthy
has stood for, namely: his voice raised
against Communism in government has
been a necessary warning to the American
people.

However, since he got himself tangled
up with the Army, and called some of the
top brass some very bad names, we are

beginning to think that Joe has achieved

Ws a Wonderful Feel

HORSE SENSE AND NONSENSE

BY ALICE E. MORGAN

No one has asked Uncle Abner why he believes in God, but
he’s decided to tell it, anyway.

He snorts mildly at the idea, for the old gentleman cnnno!‘
see how or why a person could do otherwise.

“It's everywhere,” he'll growl,

see it!"”
1f you question him, he'll poin

new means of g
methods of specializing animals
so they can meet certains char-|
acteristics and requirements. Then |

came from?

He chuckles when you give one
of two answers—you don’t know,
or you say “from God.”

v
WHEN HE HAS you trapped
thiz way, he will go on to the

around him.

“God gave that man a skin, full
of nerves and things. With it he
can feel the breezes, the sun, the
snow, the rain. He can feel the
softness of flowers and the hard-
ness of stones. He can feel the
lend !he steadi-

Uncle Abner wll] po:m out how
the blind man, like all others, can
|smell the living things around
him — flowers, grass, growing
| fields of clover and corn. How, he
can smell the orchards in full
| bloom or when they are heavy with
npened fruit.

| ALL THESE, e will tel you,
are evidence of God, and who can
argue with him?

He will point to the baby creep-
ing across the floor. He will tell
you that there is one of God's
greatest miracles and that you
should seek His help in carrying
out your part of the job of train-
ing this baby as a Christian and
good citizen.

Uncle Abner is quite apt to tell
you to listen to a singer. The voice,

first, to the miracle of life which 'j jq |
goes on in all the world. He'll second gift, that which God gave |
point out that man can develop [some man or woman when He let

plants and |them have the sbility to train

he will ask you where man’s ability |

blind man who can “see God all |

e will say, is a gift from God. lf

such a voice and
| wonder.

increase its

THE OLD gentleman is fond of
pointing out the miracles of your
own body, comparing it to the man-
made machines.

He will defy an engineer to make
a pump that will work as steadily
and stand the abuse of a human

He will challenge the maker of
the electronic eye to make one
that can operate like the human

|sense of feel, reacting as quickly
| and perfectly to the impulse which

| here

activates it.
The world of insects, birds and
wild animals is hll hvnnu. for
of man’s
influence. The lblhty ta live and
prosper, to find | their food, the
instinct which tells them the
from the bad—«ll those things
must come from some place—and
where else but from God?

UNCLE ABNER will not skip
the weather. He'll point out how
man has tried to control it and
ask what you think of the job. |

hen anyone questions the
power of e existence of
God, Uncle Abner is delighted—
if it comes in the evening.

He will stalk to the window,
pull back the drapes and point to
the stars and moon. Silently he
will hold you there with that out-
thrust finger. Then he will turn

“I su},pnn Edison put them
there, huh?

for himself illusions of

If he keeps on he will lose much public
support . . . for Joe is, it seems to us, now
hitting below the belt. Not that we think
the Army is lily-white, either. But Joe is
acting like a one-man government . . . and
that isn’t what the pattern of American
fair play is meant to grow into.

Our Local Teachers' Salaries

The Board of Education of the Birming-
ham School District has just approved for
its teaching staff substantial salary in-
creases which, according to Supt. Dwight
B. Ireland, mll approximate a $500,000 in-
crease in next year’s budget; this also
would include the hiring of 40 new teach-
ers next fall. Admittedly, this will be a
considerable impact upon the district's
taxpayers.

Yet the board is confronted with the
realistic economic needs of the teaching
faculty, many of whom are constantly
tempted to leave their profession and enter
business at higher salaries. This problem
is national in scope, too.

No doubt the Board for some years still
will have to move in the direction of rais-
ing the basic financial payment of its
teaching staff.

From The Eccentric’s Point of View...

Southfield Township is destined to reach
high population figures, as the next sgore
of years speeds along. This area, reason-
ably close to metropolitan Detroit, already
has attracted thousands of new residents
in the past few years. So long gs Detroit
remains a great industrial center, the
areas gll around it are bound to grow.
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Now that March 15 has gone into his-
tory, your last income tax payment for
1953 and the first for 1954 also have gone
the way of all tax monies. Isn't it wonder-
ful what a three cent stamp can do for
your Uncle Sam!

An idea of the vast changes that have
gone on in the last score of years ren.rd
ing the wearing apparel of women coin-
cides with the observation of an old mos-
quito who said to his grandson: “And to
think when I was young I could only bite
girls on the hands and face,”

So They Say...

r. Howard Whipple Green, Methodi

Happenings of Long Ago

Bits Of News Gleaned From OW Files Of The Eccentrio—
ms That Make Up The Historical Background
Of The Birmingham Of Today.

Hauling of truck trailers on railroad
flat cars apparently is a modern adapta
tion of a 58-year-old idea.

It has been discovered that an electri
railway in California—the Oakland, San
Leandro and Haywards Electric Railway|
Consolidated—hauled wagons on flat cars
over its 17.mile long route.

Back in 1896, the reason for this typd
of service probably was that it was easien
and faster by rail. than over the muddy,
bumpy roads at that time.

Today, it still is easier and faster for
distances over 200 miles—this time be.
cause of the vericular traffic congestion
and introduction of the traffic light.

Birmingham’s got much more city
park property per square mile of city
area than have most municipalities.
Yet for years it has been used for
Wi g ing. Some at d
mittedly small—have been made to
get some recreational facilities on
them.

There appears to be the idea that
such areas must be extensively
planned, well landscaped, with the
latest in modern gadgets for the
youngsters (o use,

Back in my early youth, ditches,
piles of earth, tree stumps, large sewer
crock I could walk or easily crawl

“even a blind man cnn .

is & trained voice, it has a|—

through—these were the “recreation-
al aids” which T and my pals found
the most exciting.

Whn!'s be(ler. such Infililies don’t
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cost much.

N

% v

If the world has
because of what] yi
ferdays.

Sen. Joseph M
considers a “Patrigtic
an individual jwho | si
McCarthy” while his

being microscpped | by|
v ool e
Some cities permit

violators to appear at
ment within a splecifiad
violation, and settling t
for 10 or 20 cents on|th

This practice, |it sdes
trary to the idea unddrl
nances. Such ldgislati
keep people from spendi
in one parking space.| Tl
would be a medns of v|
while obtaining | addifion|
for a slightly )uxher fef
hour.

ol e
Most people whn ha!
merely have outlived t

.o
Lives there th‘e wol
dead |
That to her hukband s
“Thanks, my dear,
“I can get away wi

ma:

Averill

living, it is
your yes-

probably
" as
Bless

life is
Senator’s

e parking
lice depart-
llowing the
lung ticket

me, is con-

pecial rule”
ng the law
rking time
than the first

enemies

h vanity so
never said:
| Eastertime,
old hat of

will find many bur! ins in |
The ]-Aun!ne (Ilm-uﬁed ( umns.

sq,. Mﬁd

.SHIIMGI

[

JO

under 4') i

HONNOT

Graduate F mh'er

”
“ and Trees
igmeter soon
your Elm
now !
AGNOSED)
8132
venings

r-e Service

[

|

I

OWL MOVING &
STORAGE (0.
TEmple 1-1711

When Buying or Selling Stocks

First of Michigan Co

Member Midwest and Detroit Stock

NEW YORK
Grand Rapids Port Huron Battle
Columbus Lansing

Bonds—Think First

BUHL BUILDING, DETRG

[
Municipal

ration

changes

AGO

Bay City
Flint

.-

My recipe for
COCONUT COOK

50 YEARS AGO

April 8, 1904
“With a tear in his eye Geo. H.
Toms examined the earth the early
part of the week and buried his
pug dog u\.z died before Christ-
st. The dear canine wore
smlle that would not

P

jaster Frankie Weston, of Lan-
sing is visiting his uncle I. Lee
Truax for a few days. The little
fellow is seven years old and made
the journey from Lansing all by
his lonely.

e e

Mrs. Emily Trollop has been at
Harper hospital where she had a
cataract removed from her eye.
Dr. Gillman preformed the opera-
tion, and it is reported to be one of
the most successful operations of
the kind ever performed at the
hospital. The good lady is home
now with every prospect of perma-
nent recovery.

‘.

Married Wedncndl. March 30,
Mr. Joseph Greer of Franklin and
Miss Alt.l Heacock of Circle, Rev.
M. Bartram officiated. The
ymm couple have commenced
housekeeping and are cosily settled
in their new home on the ‘.uhm

AR
The old Martin house just easf
of the Presbyterian church is for
-:}e at $100. It is a bargain at this
price. B

R
Howard Carler is now a full
fledged broker and will be pleased

|'|° transact business for you in this | ©
ne.

30 YEARS AGO
April 4, 1924
Chief Anderson of the polke dh

preacher:

“Sermons should be aimed to coincide
with the educational level of the congre-
gation.”

Konrad Adenauer, Chancellor of West Ger-
many:

“Sovietization of Europe is stiil the su-
preme goal of Russian policy.”

warns
dcnu th-t their chickeny mult bc
i‘ the streets, and should be
:oc -dh up to prevent their roam-
ng al

.
A movement
day evening to e
the Masonic circles here a De Mo-
lay Chapter, a junior Masonic or-
der for boys between the ages of

16 and.21 yoars.

tarted Mon-
into

v
Robert K. Itclelln of Harmon

avenue,
business man, was appointed Mon- |
day night to the somewhat stu-|
pendous task of raising the as-|
sessed valuation of Birmingham
property from a little over five
Tillion dollars to the amaunt ap-
proximating $7,200,000.

With December, January and
February retail deliveries to cus-
tomers ascending 32 per cent over
those of the previous year, coupled
with increasing production, Dodge
Brothers believe the first six
months of 1924 will total the great-
est half year in the history of the
company’s business.

e

Virgil G. Hyneman and Miss Ida
Mae Mitchell of Birmingham were
married at the Baptist parsonage
by Rev. T. J. Edwards at 10 o'clock
Saturday ‘morning. They will re-
side at 165 South Woodward ave-
nue.

15 YEARS AGO
pril 6, 1939
A “superior” or first division rat.

ing for Class B schools was given
to the Baldwin High School Band
at the sixth annual band and or.

chestra festival, sponsored by the |
southeastern igan Band and |
rchestra nuocllv.mn

A lnd-mh lor u years, the |
drugstore of Charles J. Shain on |
the corner of West Maple avenue |

and Pierce street, was damaged by |
flames Tuesday afternoon, Jna ﬂrv
which for a time threatened
tion of the business district 'and
aused an estimated damage of ap-
proximately $5,000.

Edward E. Puls, 166 East Frank |
street, and & member of the Bir. |
mingham Stamp club, carried off |

two grand prizes at the second an-
nual Oakland County Stamp exhi-
bition, held all day
the Commnnlly Honse.
.
Although he is allly 17 years old, |
Clurlu ‘gurnnr. u]emed younﬂﬂ-
olinist and son of
Kenneth E. Turner of Oulhnd ave-
nue, realized an ambition of more
that ten years' standing on Tues-
day, March 28, when he was ac- |
cepted as a student at the Curdl
Institute of P

well-known Birmingham |

Saturday at |

1 one
| recipe from Mrs. Murphy,

range can do dyour wuchm(
for ynu—

Surface-unit
oven K.mPel‘lhll!l e
scientifical ly eonuolled
There are

|
adjustments. Ynu llmply
| snap a switch to the exact

|
the
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it read; -
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beat needed and walk away.
Be sure! BC modern! Cook
clectrically!
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