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A Frw. Reeponslble and Aggressive Press

Democracy’s First of Defense

Drowmg

71% Failed to Stand Guard
At the Ballot Box April 5

1t is customary for a newspaper editor
to comment, at various intervals, upon the
civic health of the community he lives in.
A good time for such an interval is follow-
ing a local annual city election, which
this year was held Monday of last week,
April 5.

To be sure, a majority of the 3,371 vot-
ers who did go to the polls qvlecte\l threc
out of nine candidates for city

Thus they continue to maintain the
seven members of the commission.

They overwhelmingly approved — and
we heartily concur with their action—
a $225,000 bond issue for the erection of
two new fire stations. Approval also was
given to the annexation of a 46-acre tract
of land, already within the city limits, hut
for years held as a part of adjoining Troy
Township. And the majority of voters
expressed themselves in favor of a slight
revamping of the cit retirement tem,
thus adding increased benefits to city em-
ployees.

INSOFAR AS THE ELECTION is con-
cerned, those who voted performed their
American right to decide upon who shall
govern them locally, and also determined
how they freely felt about the other prop
ositions on the ballot,

n't there one phase of this annual
election that should cause our community
considerable concern? ;

By this we refer to the fact that only
about 29 per cent of the eligible registered
voters here went to the polls—only 3,371
local men and women, out of a total regis-
tration list of 11,744, took time out to
measure up to the civic responsibilities
that citizenship in these United States sug-
gests they 1me.,

... and this in a time of world unrest
when the citizens of our country, and
city, were never so tax-burdened to main-
tain military and civic defenses against

We May Lose Again

At the forthcoming Geneva Conference,
efforts will be made by the Soviet to give
Red China a seat in the United Nations or-
ganization. Great Britain already has gone
on record as favoring such action, and Can-
ada may do so, too.

Our own United States, which bore the
brunt of the Korean war, doesn’t want to

the evils of totalitarianism that now con-
front the free world as they are today.

AR

TO BE SURE, A NUMBER of our citi-
zens may honestly have overlooked the
fact that April 5 was Birmingham’s an-
nual election day. Some may have found
themselves, at the last minute, unable to
get to the polls. Some may have:been away
on vacations, or on business outside the
city.

But even so, to many of these people
there was available the right to cast an
ubsent voter’s ballot.

To be sure, Americans have the right,
if they wish, to remain away from the
polls on election day . . . but even they
are in the tiny minority.

Trying to figure out why so many of
our eligible voters didn't vote, we come
up with this thought: because it was a
local election, with no great and grave
problems of national security or internal
security or international coloring, they
just consciously or unconsciously thought:
“Oh, this is just a Birmingham election.
Whether vote or don’t, it won't result in
any injury to myself, my family, my
home, or my community. I'm willing to
trust the actions of those who do vote,
anyway . und, besides, oh, well, just
besides . .. "

humcllnnu to think about seriously,
don’t you agree”? . for only when we in
free America, like the sentries who guard
an enc.mlpment agai

v at
the ballot box can we insure continuing
freedom for ourselves and our posterity.

Our form of free and secret voting has
been fought for and defended against
yranny  for many centuries. Is there
really any honest excuse why each of us,
during our own life-time, should abandon
“guard duty” in civic affairs?

Agreeing with you, we can say:
there is not!”

“No'

at Geneva

recngnns- Red China. But in the interna-
tlonal gee and haw of things, the U.S.A.

may find itself doing what it knows is
wrong. We've done it before . . .
times. But if we do, just mark it down
that the Communist ideology has scored
another triumph against freedom.

many

Was Pearl Harbor 'Planned’?

A former Rear Admiral in the United
States Navy has just written a book about
the Japanese “sneak attack” on Pearl Har-
bor on Dec. 7, 1941. In it he claims that
the late President Franklin D. Roosevelt
actually “rigged” our relations with Japan
so that such an attack was inevitable.

The Rear Admiral sincerely believes
(and he documents®his arguments with
official military dispatches from govern-

ment records) that FDR personally want-
ed our nation to get into the war at that
time, so that we could join with Great
Britain and other free nations against the
forces of Hitler, Mussolini, and Hirohito.

No doubt there will be much pro and con
discussion about the Rear Admiral’s book.

‘We shall await the verdict of history for
the most reliable answer.

From The Eccentric's

Four Michigan State College professors
are going to Brazil this spring to help that
coun.try set up its first school of business
administration. This may eventually have
some effect upon South Americun coffee
prices.

Good old Harvard University led the
nation’s endowed educational centers for
the amount of gifts it received during
1953. In spite of Sen. McC: .nrth\ s eriticism
of the learned spot, we fail to find the
Kremlin mentioned as donors to Harvard's
endowment fund.

Postmaster-General Summerfield proud-
ly states that Canada has no deficit i
postal service, as we have in the U:
States. Well, isn't it also true that Can-
ada’s Parliament officials’ don't use the
personal free-franking system as Us.
Congressmen do so hbt_mlly ?
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Point of View...

A St. Louis (Mo.) man, 48 vears ago
when he had no money, was given a year's
free hospital treatment. Now, able to pay,
he sought to do so—but the hospital rec-
ords had been destroyed. We hope he paid
something, anyway . . . for in the paying
he would be balancing a personal obliga-
tion he curried over all these years. How
buoyant, too, his heart would feel at final-
ly paying something he felt he owed.

Some of these da

's the Velde Congres-
sional Committee (on Un-American Af-
fairs), will visit Michigan, to investigate
people who are Communists or are friendly
to Communism. The Committee no doubt
will look into educational circles in this
state, including the faculties of institutions
of kigher learning. Let’s hope that both
the U of M and MSC are all set to keep |
their great institutions free from the
stigma of Communism.

\ So They Say...

Jam!s Ramsey Ullman, author:

“Each victory we win begets a new chal-
lenge.”

True D. Morse, Under Secretary of Agri-
culture:
“The year ahead will be profitable for
farmers.”

Dr. Marshall T. Steel, Dallas (Tex.) Meth-
odist pastor:

“Too many preachers are interested in
getting a better opportunity in another
church instead of developing the oppor-
tunity they now have in the church they
are serving.”
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HORSE SENSE AND NONSENSE

BY ALICE E. MORGAN

Thumbing through some t

we've been wondering just w
particular person.
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The Meaning of Easter"?

There are millions of them—a
different one for every person in
the country

Type Yice are one of the most destructive
Gth column forces acting on the American
press today, although they have received
little publicity outside newspaper offices.

In fact, newspaper legend says this
menace to the press has been with it ever
since Johann Gutenberg invented mov-
able type six centuries ago.

But all newspnpermen—from publishers
to janitors—have recognized this enemy
and have tried pertinaciously to eliminate
this force from their composing rooms.

These tiny insects can cause the biggest
of modern newspaper presses to stop in
the middle of their runs. Or the hardiest
journeyman compositor to come to the
verge of tears.

]

BECAUSE OF THE devastation caused
by these small hard-shelled type lice, men
on the mechanical side of the American
newspaper have developed more patience
and perseverance than most other persons.

It is only when the nerves of a man be-
come so strained by daily encounters with
type lice and he is compelled to gain some
sort of emotional release that he loses con-
trol of his actions.

Type lice, as a whole class, are a form
of crusta with long, flattened, wing-
less bod about a thirty-second of an
inch long. Most species are black, a, few
have gray markings. The lice live in type
cases and eat the metal letters, thereby
weakening the structure of the characters
in the case.

e
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Mediunicus, for instance.
most Gothic type
live among, and eat,
type pieces,

The big presses mentioned above were
halted because the pressman saw that sev-
eral lines of type were not printing, and
he knew that some of the lines of type
hud crumbled under the pressure of the
press, erumbled because type lice had eat-
en away most of the metal in the lin

The compositor was near tears because
he had picked up a piecu of type which
when he was jus g his “stick”, the
letter had fallen to ])It‘(‘(‘ The lice had
eaten most of the metal and had left a
hollow letter.
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the Stymie Medium
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Happemngs

The Items That Make Up

Bits Of News Gleaned From Old Files Of The

Of The Bumm[hlm Of 1

of Long Ago

Eccentrie—
The Nhlunul lh:l'runnd

April 15, 1904
“A mew painter has arrived. at
the home of Mr. and Mrs,
Carter and ought to be in n
iness helping daddy cash out W(lly
soon. Mather and son doing fine."

i 50 YEARS AGO

“If reports are true there is a
good chance of a humane society
in our midst, and in the absence
of such would it not be well for
the officers of the law to i
| Persons  who  abu "
not safe neighbor

“Dr castward on  Brown
street last Sunday at a good gait
R. Peterson, our florist, met with
[a bad accident. When his horse’s
feet struck the stone crosswalk
at Woodward avenue, it fell and

out spilled Rhinchart’ who lay as
|if dead. Mrs. Camp and Mrs. Shaw
acted the Red Cross nurse and with
water brought him out of a faint.”

News of the burning of the Cad-
lillac utomobile Works, Detroit,
created quite a shock in our village
| Wednesday noon as many Birming-
| ham Boys work there.’

“The many friends of John Baum
| of Royal Oak, gave him a generous
| benefit last Saturday night. He had
|a horse and it was raffled off bring-
|ing him in something like $125.
| The lucky man to win out was our
[tonsorial artist, Mr. John Rainey,
| who sits up nights wondering what
he will do with his white elephant.

30 YEARS AGO
April 11, 1924

At a banquet to be held in the
Mazonic Temple Tuesday evening
the charter of the Birmingham Ex-
change club will be formally pre
sented by Horatio S. Earle, past
president of the Detroit Exchange
club and district governor of the
National Exchange clubs.

e

A fire of unknown origin com-
pletely destroyed the house and
furnishings at the corner of Sm
and Cummings avenue in Eco City, |
belonging to S. A. Verway, a Ford |
worker, The house was insured for
$3000. There was o insurance on
the mrmshnngs which was valued
at $1000,

Al her hame m l'lerte street,
H. M. Salisbury entertained
al. a supper party for her small

daughter,

urth birthday.
n afternoon of games the
liule guests were seated about a

ed in bright yellow
Included in the par-
¢ were Mary Conine, Ruth Smith,
Barbara Marshall and John Reed.

“The Present Day Club” i the |
name given the new Woman’s club
recently formed in Eco with eight
charter members,

ion of the Bir-

Word of the elec
mingham club to Rotary
Internatior cived  this
making  Birmingham the

15 YEARS AGO

h..lv\ club in the organization, ‘
, 1939 |
|

organization meeting of the City |
Commission. |
Injuries resulting from a fall
down clevator shaft on April
5, while he was at work, proved |
fatal to H. Bounds Gunn, 24 years |
old, 475 Park street, who died |
Sunday in St. Joseph’s hospital. |

A definite request for reclassifi. |
ation of the Birmingham school

om a graded to a third
ss district was laid before the
board of education at its meeting
Tuesday evening by a group repre.
senting parents, taxpayers and lo-
cal organizations concerned with
civic and educational problems. |

Corsages containing small cards |
on which the news was written, an-
nounced the engagement Tuesday |
of Miss Jean Alice Rutherford to |
James Barber Tulmnn |
|

ROYAL Ol\h—Rn)ll Oak town-
a}up w:u have a police department
if a petition signed by
nmmhm merchants and citi-

‘100
8

h !zens results in the actions desired

by its signers and Vincent S, Woot~
| ton, justice of the peace a own-
|ship “board member who initiated
it.

‘ Household Goods of every de-

| scription are offered for sale in

|he Classified Cnlnmlu of The
Ex

olwoys successul in my

ELECTRIC
RANGE

Energeti¢ Mrs. Harry R. Smith
crowda civic projects, selling real
estate, club activities and bome-
making into her busy life. And
she thrives on it. She loves to

she' often servea ' ihia Splcy 1 cup raisins or dates = 1
Torte. It's delicious . . - and 14 tsp. cloves . 1 cup
simple to make with the help ol 4 tsp. nul mv(
bor dependable slectric rangs. Combine sugar, water, shortening,

Boil 5
It's easy to be a good cook
with the help of a modern
electric range. There's no
guesswork, watching or wait-
ing—you simply snap a switch
for the exact heat needed for
every cooking job. Why wait?

SPICY RAISIN TORTE
1 cup brown sugar 1
115 cups hot water 5
thsps. shortening

minutes. Cool. Sift flour, soda,
«cool mixture. Fold in rolled oats and nf
an 8 x 8 greased pan at 350°F. for 3

warm with whipped cream or ice cream.

1§, and add:to
in

pastry flour

-cooking oats
bed nu

and spices.

eats. B
inutes. Serve
be reheated.

Ak for ather in

Tdisen ofics

Change to electric cooking now.

MODERN.
COOK ELECTRICAUY
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