" THE BIRMINGHAM ECCENTRIC

Elm Disease Is Threat.
To 16,000 Trees in B’ham

By GIL HERMAN

Half of the shade trees in Birmingham, its 16,000 Ameri-
wre being threatened with destruction by a fungus
type infection known as Dutch Elm disease.

The disease first came to the city in 1952, and at first was
confined to a small area east of Adams road. It now has
spread to sur ingham, and all of the American
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Elm bark beetles were found

in abundance beneath the bark.
These beetles soon will leave the
logs to feed on healthy elms. If
the logs are infected with Dutch
Elm disease, the beetles will trans-
mit the disease to healthy trees.
LeBold has offered to help resi-
dents identify such woodpiles and
his department will help dispose
of the wood if residents will call
the department. (Eccentric Photo)
At right, American elm bark
beetle, greatly enlarged.
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DUTCH ELM disease is intro-
duced to healthy elms through the
feeding habits of the bectle. The
hatching beetles eat their way out|
of the diseased elm wood collecting
pores of the s on the way. |
'ljhcn they fly to lg‘mnhy elms to
cat bark in the crotches of young
branches.

As they eat, the fungus from
their legs and wings is introduced
to the sapwood of the tree.

It has been noted that the beetles
crawl about for some time after
alighting on a tree before begin-
ning to eat. This makes a success-
ful spraying program possible.

DDT solutions are sprayed on
the tree and the beetle, in moving
about, can be killed before he start
his meal.

THE FORESTRY department’
plans to spray all elm trees on pub-
flic property will be carried on in
two stages.

The first spraying will be done
before buds mppear on the trees.

This will be followed
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Days of retirement can be full of pleasant activities . . . Golf,
Fishing, Traveling. No more alarm-clocks, just the pleasant
prospect of years of leisure stretching ahead. A plea:
prospect indeed if you have planned for adequate retirement
income. Start planning your happy retirement with the Sun
Life Assurance Company of Canada today.
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607 Shelby St., Detroit 26
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$—by crowded housing projects at city's edge
communities

$—by using sewage facilities you paid for . .
own problems,

$—by extra parking-space demands . . .

$—by demands on our fire and water systems
$—by increased traffic . . .

$—by ruining our streams and parks
of state pollution laws.
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COST YOU?

. We must promote proper zoning by our neighboring
. We must force new housing promoters to solve thei
we need aoplan to let outside commercial interests pay thei

. Our first job must be to protect Birmingham property
we need by-pass roads around the city!

. We must protect our property values by requiring enforcemen
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