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Is

It Happened

To those Birmingham residents who
have moved into the city within the past

13 months, the above picture they prob-
ably have not seen before.
But those citizens who resided here

prior to that time will recall that it ap-
peared on the front page of The Birming-
ham Eccentric in its Feb. 26, 1953, issue,
just 12 days after the city suffered the
most expensive fire in its history—the
$200,000 loss of a lumberyard on Forest
street at’ Brownell.

The picture shows that the Birmingham
fire station on that fateful day—February
14—was empty. All the equipment and
manpower was at the lumberyard. There

vas not another piece of fire apparatus

which could have responded to a second
alarm elsewhere in the city during a criti-
cal 30-minute period.

That occurrence had been predicted by
city officials more Than a wear before—
they just couldn’t name the e
it would happen.

t date

THAT WAS WHY. ut the city election
April 7, 1952 the city commission had the
voters indicate their desire regarding ad-
ditional fire fighting facilities—primarily
a new fire station and more equipment.

At that election, more than a majority
s favored the proposal. However,

er required a per cent
majority on the issuance of the bonds that
would have financed the project.

The plan met defeat by & mere 69 votes

R, the fire depart-
3 several close calls—two

church fires that if they had occurred min-

utes closer, could have been disastrous.

On Jan. 17, 1954, the department had
two house fire calls within 11 minutes.

As recent as March firemen respond-
ed to two house fi within 18 minutes,
and eight other various alarms were an-
swered that day.

Fortunately, none of these 14 instances
Were serious.

BUT THEY EASILY COULD HAVE
BEEN!

And that is what has been worrying fire
and city officials for more than two years.
When it happens, they want the depart-
ment to be able to cope with the situation.

A Free, Responsible and_Aggressi
Democracy’s First Line of

—As Predicted

THE MAIN REASON for this concern
«is: the city’s population has more than
doubled since 1942, yet Birmingham ha:
ically the same fire fighting facilities
y to cover twice as many residences,
s many risks, twice as many pos-
irms—as it had 14 years ago!

Because of these facts citizens should
overwhelmingly approve the proposed
$ 00 bond issue at Monday’s election
.md thus greatly bolster their fire defenses.

AT THIS APRIL 5 city election, voters
o will elect three city commissioners
om the nine candidates in the race.

The Eccentric has traditionally re-
frained from endorsing particular commis-
sion candidates, having found that those
citizens who volunteer their services for
this important job in practically all in-
stances are qualified for the job.

In Monday’s election, however, you may
find the election material on Page One of
Section Four this week of assistance in
making your particular selection of the
three you wish to vote for.

@

THE THIRD ASPECT of the election
concerns the annexation to Birmingham
W the oft-referred to “Porritt Property”,
a A6-ucre part of Troy township on the east
side of Adams rowd, entirely surrounded
by. the cit

Developers have worked out with Bir-
mingham city officials the residential de-
velopment which is proposed for the area,
should it be annexed. Entirely surround-
ed by the city, it almost is impossible for
Troy township to ~up])|\ it with munici-
pal services and Birmingham
officials have n-mgm ed for many years.

Its annexation to Birmingham should
be supported by the voters.

ELECTORS, TOO, SHOULD APPROVE
the amendments to the city employees’ re-
tirement act., Primarily, these changes
will increase the city’s participation in the
system to about 8.5 per cent of the annual
contribution. ]n recent years, this per-
centage has slipped below this mark. The
amendments will put it back very close
to the point it began when the system was
initiated about 15 years ago, and provide
more adequate benefits for employees and
their dependents.

ﬂ From The Eccentric’s Point of View...

Instead of wanting to use a lie detector
when he arrays himself against the Army
in his fight with them, Sen. Joe McCarthy,
we believe, ought to call for a couple of
hogsheads of truth serum . for some-
body in this hassle must neud il

A Michigan Legislator from the l‘ppcr
Peninsula recently said he may seek a stat-
ute limiting the University of Michigan
to 20,000 students, and Michigan State
Co]lege to 18,000. He claims that “big-
ness” is harmful to good educational prac-
tice. Nnturally, omcmls of both institu-
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tions are not in complete agreement. How-
ever, we go along with those who do be-
lieve that too many students on a single
campus, like too many people herded up
in a metropolis, are just too many people.

In considering Birmingham’s annual
budget for local recreational activities, we
believe that the city commission should
not be too niggardly in its appropriation
for that important item. In proportion to
the tremendous gvod recreation does for
our youth, every dollar spent for this pur-
pose returns much in the proper develop-
ment of the next generation,

m So They Say...

Ramon Magsaysay, Philippine President,
deploring “Asia for the Asians” sloga:
“We must not try to fit many and chang-

ing needs of nhational welfare into a

straightjacket of a slogah.”

Bernard M. Baruch, retired industrialist:
“All men cannot be masters, but none
need be a slave.”

Marjory Douglas, curator, “Cavalcade of
Fashion":
“Today’s girls all have bigger hands and
feet than their mothers. Maybe that's be-
cause-they got all their vitamins,”

|vc Press ]

Hed lei' Hurry.

HORSE SENSE AND NONSENSE

BY ALICE E.

MORGAN

our bodies are lagging a bit

| short, go for a spring tonic.

Today, however, we hop in the |
|car and head to the nearest drug- |
Ve hand the clerk a couple
pick up a neat bottle, |
hop back into the car and go home |
to take a pill or cnpsu]t |
in grandma's day. Spring
wny back when” was some- ke
thing to reckon with. |

Grandma would get that gleam
in her eye, mysterious packages
would appear from dark attic cor-
ners, and bubblipg kettles would
cover the stove. results of this
labor was a nasty, vile tasting
mess which was doled out by the
tablespoonful.

BESIDES THESE “spring teas
made of tansy, burdock, dandelion, |
grandma had another pair of fa-
vorites for spring—a gooey mess
of sulphur and molasses or “turkey
rhubarb.”

The latter would be grated and
doled out to the victim who was
supposed to swallow it manfully.
The gritty bits would cling in one’s
mouth and throat for hours, contin-
uing their bitter flavor to the last.

we are told, varied the molasses
routine by using baking soda in
place of the sulphur. We are also
)luM the variation had little to say
lin its favor—buking soda swal-
|lowed slowly, is just as repulsive
us sulphur.

PROBABLY SOME of these old
time remedies are incorporated in
our modern tonics, purges or what
have you, but today they come in
shells”,

Many of us still go along with the idea that, come spring,

pep has gone out of us during dull winter monthq We, in
.

Some of these home physicians, °

and some of that customary

True, a capsule or pill will not
go down as it should but will find
a little shelf in one's throat and
sit there to dissolve slowly. When
this happens, the taker is quite
convinced the contents might well
have come from one of grandma's
kettles.

Grandma, with no knowledge at
all of vitamins, advocated “greens”
when the snow began to melt, gath-
ering much of her material from
the farm fields.
me were wild, some mere cul-
tivated vegetables which had re-
mained in the ground all winter,
|retaining their summer freshness
| beneath  their snug coverings of
straw and deop ’inow

HOW GRA4 \\I)MA came by this
knowledge of things that were
“good for one”, we do not knaw.
She probably got it from her moth.
er, who got it from her's and on
down the line into the dark realm
of the past. However they came by
it, we find today’s dietitians back-
ing their judgment.

Read your vitamin charts and
how many uf ese foods are
ues. Grand-
is backed by the
in the world.
could find those
. dandelion,
“turkey rhu
barb” it we could hold a few of
these capsules and pills up to the
light and peer at them?

he drug manufacturer has one
step upon grandma—the names
he uses break our jaws and defy
pronun irandmas called ‘em
just pla ing tonics.

sulphur,

Bits Of News Gleaned From
The Items That Make
Of

Happenings of Long Ago

Up The Historical Background
f The Birmingham Of Today.

Old_Files Of The Eccentric—

50 YEARS AGO
April 1, 1904

“Bert Blakeslee run over to
irmingham to see his boy Rus-
sell who has been at grandaddy’s
for two weeks. Mrs. Blakeslee
accompanied him and they all re-
turned to their Detroit home.”

“J. N. Zimmerman of ball bat
fame has an eye out for profit
and _improvement—and bargains
on the side always. He bought the
M. E. church barn and now has
it adjoining his home transformed
into a beautiful, comfortable and
commodious dwelling—and it
pays, t00.”

v
“No, gentle reader, that is not
a synagogue or public edifice or
|a street fair booth that Brother
E. R. Smith is having added to
|his home on Maple avenue—sim-
Ply a fine, large, roomy, shady,
handsome, Doric veranda.”

“At their plunm home in Oak-
|land county, two and one.half
miles south of his place, on Mon-
|day of last week, March 21, oe-
curred an event that does not often
|fall to the lot of mortals, it being
|nd less than the celebration of
the 65th wedding annive ry
| very estimable couple,
Mrs: A. B. Parker. The house was
hlnd-\omely decorated for the o
|casion, one novel feature being 65
‘llrge American Beauty roses, one

r each year of the couple's mar-
ned life.

Miss Belle Ward' has returned
to her studies at Alma, Mich.
|She will soon be a graduate in
|her chosen work (kindergarten)
|and we predict for her a success-
ful future

30 YEARS AGO
March 28, 1924

Adrian Gibbs of Troy, who has
held various township offices for

ver 30 years, the last 15 of which
hnvn been as clerk, two weeks ago
resigned his_ office previous to
Troy’s -nmnl clucu&.

Swinging Inm I(- big spring
production program, the, Ford
Mouzr company on Wednesd:
March 12, reached the highest
mark in Its domestic assembly
plants produced a total of 7,456
cars and trucks.

Birni-.hlm (n develupln.‘.
not an oil scandal, but a chicken

Now the latest report

from J. Leet of Big Beaver road,
one-half mile east of Dodge road
Nineteen of his chickens were tak-
en last Thursday night, leaving
him only three hens and three
roosters.

Maurice Peterson, who makes
his home with a sister, Mrs.
Alger on Ruffner avenue, returned
to Eco for the past week end from |
Ypsilanti where he attends school. |
Mr. Peterson was initiated into |
the Arms of Honor an honorary
fraternity at Ypsilant st week
at a formal banquet.

15 YEARS AGO

March 30, 1939
Of widespread interest among
friends of the betrothed couple

Several of the readers of this column
have been reminding me that I haven't

for some while reprinted more of those’

interesting typographical mistakes that
occasionally are found in newspapers.

Said one this week: “Why not give
us some more chuckles and get our minds
off MeCarthy 2"

All right, here are some more honers:

Washington (D.C.) Post: “The man
whose man I shall present enjoys the
thrust of our party.”

Los Angeles (Calif.) Herald Express
quote of a convention speech: “The men
and women who follow us will be our chil-
dren.”

Associated Presn quate' “The Repubh-
cans behaved like jackasses—but we’re go-
ing to try to do better.”

Report in the Waterbury (Conn.) Amer-
ican: “Public whipping, a holdover from
Colonial days, is permitted only in Dela-
ware and Mnrvlnnd and ordered only in
rear instances” ,

Ad in Stmudsburg (Pa) Daily Record:
“Wishbone Poultry Shop — Featuring
Fresh Cut-Up Children.”

Political story in the Buffalo (N.Y.)
Courier-Express: “Eisenhower said he
hoped a foreign policy blank can be written
acceptable to both . . . Eisenhower wrote
the seech himself, spent some time memo-
ribing essential passages.”

Geo[ﬁ-aphy explained by the Ithaca (N.
Y.) Journal: “The Yalu separates Korea
from Korea.” ., , , X

Fire Report in the El Paso (Tex.) Her-
ald-Post: “The high schoool and a bar at
the State Orphans’ Home were destroyed
by fire.” v

Story about alcoholics using a library,
as reported by the Corpus Christi (Tex.)
Caller: “They pick a lot of fiction and pour
over magazines.”

Wedding Bells in the Houston (Texas)
Press: “She got worried over the week-
end and left on a honeymoon.”

More bells, described by the Goldenale
(Wash.) Sentinel: “Wedding bills will
ring for Orville Blank and Miss Mary
Smith.”

By GeorT ‘ %Wm. Averill
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tact me, I 'will sen

tion.”

News note in
(Colo.) (‘.nzette-’l‘ :
Blank rended vocal
one of the mental w:

More music, desq|
(Calif.) News-Pilot|
with the sinking of |*

Mrs. Mary Celest]
field, was driving do
laimly car after hal
evening howling wi|

troit News.

Autos killing 110
do better.—Boston

The coun
sensational

girls to union offici
mission.—New York

New York night|
contrast with wat
geles Times.

.

Eddie turned up fj
He was not able to me
Detroit Free Press.

Shortly before h

of the Univi

ander Ruthven add|
in Muskegon on th
higher learning.
kegon Chronicle co
this headline:
RUTHVEN SH
OF COLLEGH

‘.

Jamaica, N.Y. Loj
3 s wants to
and start acting.

Cal

o4
Paris Herald Tribun
en by Legion to ina

drive.

Washington,
minded school dea

o4
Alta., Hp
aged is grave ptobler

(Ind.)
if Kokomo will con-
cipe for hand loca-

Colurndo Springs
“Miss Ruth
plnno selections in

d by the San Pedro
hn program closed

erlca’ "
Priem, 14714 Glen-
t&: on Queen in the
g spent Thursday
ther husband.—De-

.

v
day; let’s resolve to
be headline.

.

ent deplored the
up” of Christmas
by the Crime Com-
lerald Tribune.

ub merriment will
vicesh.—Los An--

.
cil’s sty
“playing

v
practice Wed

re as fast as uqunl —

iuxhw as president
Michigan, Dr. Alex-
ged a woman’s club

efits and boons of
| morning the Mus-
ad his speech under

ersity

N

S NEED
DU(‘AT[OV

i: Care of Canada’s

.
: French girl chos-
gurate U.S. pappy

R
Pd., | Dbserver:
hals resigned.

Feeble-

ALL MAKES
Make Inquiry at Our Store
and Get All of the Details

SHAIN'S

HAIN’

DRUG STORE
105 W. Maple
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Graduat
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#rgreens and Trees
in diameter soon
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checked now!
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Tree Service
e Forestp

is the engagement of Miss Dor-
othy Francis Jardine to Franklin |
Curtis Love.

One , of the most nurunrnl
father and son teams in Birm
ham is that of J. Harry and 3 Rus. |
sell McBride. The former, who is
the father and senior partner has
been a hardware merchant in Bir-
mingham for 24 years. The son
has been a junior partner, since
his graduation from Baldwin high
school in 1922. On April 1, father
and son will have the privila
of sharing in a business triumpl
the opening of the new, enl-rwed
McBride Hardware store on South
Woodward avenu

A motion requesting the state
superintendent of public instrue-
tion to declare the Birmingham
School District elgible for
classification as a third class dis-
trict on a population basis, was
adopted Monday by the Birming-
ham League of Women Voters at
a meeting held in the Community
House,

e
girls' fencing team at the
chool closed its first
year's activity in a matech with
the Grosse Pointe Country Day
school. The entire contest wis re-
markably even with Country Day
winning four bouts and the "llll
school being vn(ormuu in 5.

Baldwin Llhury h ln receipt ol
a check for 78.85 from the e |
State Board for Lubr.rlu. r!pre-
senting the third quarter!

ment o be granted this year from
the state aid General Library

SEE YOUR DEALER
ot Detroit Edison

-
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baking guces
electric range!)
Moist, ¢ontr
goodies o p|

ind here's why.
pd heat bakes
bure-perfection
—without watthing or wait-
ing. You'll log# cooking with
an electric range,




