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A Free, Responsible and Aggressive Press
Is Democrngyo's First Line of Defense

" Welcome Back Home, M. Adams!

“ Clark J. Adams, born and raised in Wa-
terford Township, Oakland County, came
“back home” to resume a private law prac-
tice in Pontiac, followirig 13 years of pub-
lic service in Lansing. Eight of those
years were as a state representative, three
and one-half as legal adviser to Gov. Wil-
liams, and a year and one-half as a member
of the Michigan Supreme Court.

A life-long Democrat, Mr. Adams has
exemplified a high type of public service,
and has made ‘many friends—not only in
his own party, but among Republicans as
well.

Among those who wish the 49-year-old
gentleman a maximum of happiness, upon
his return here, is The Eccentric. We only

wish there were more men of the caliber
of Mr. Adams in official life. ,

o

SUMMARIZING HIS OBSERVATION
of the workings of government in our
State Capitol, Mr. Adams said: “A lot of
our troubles are due to lack of interest in
government and tolerance of ineptitude.
We are a peculiar people. At any time 51
per cent of our people can control gov-
ernment. -

But we take our government for grant-
ed; too many of us are indifferent, and we
make too little effort to try to improve our
government.”

In all fhis we, too, agree.

Blame for Prison Escapes ..

Lest ‘you unfairly criticise Governor
Williams for the recent ‘prison-escape at
Michigan’s Southern Prison at Jackson,
we'd like to remind you that the respon-
gibility is not the Governor’s alone. It long
has been established that this prison, the
largest walled-in edifice of its kind in the
world, is too large for sufficient and secure
operation.

Not only is it too large, too filled with in-
mates that are unemployed, but it doesn’t
have enough guards to maintain desired

protection against either riots or escapes.

MAINLY, THIS FAULT .lies with the
Legislature itself, which, knowing the
problem, fails to appropriate sufficient
funds annually to improve conditions of
security there.

So, Good Reader, don’t be too harsh on
Mr. Willfams. You might better criticize
the Legislature, a majority of whose mem-
bers, incidentally, are of the Republican
party.

Only 22 out of Many Thousands

American daily newspapers are making
a great hullaballoo about those 22 U.S.
soldiers in Korea who have “gone Com-
munistic”. We can sympathize with the
families of those boys, and even the boys
themselves . .. but to assume that because
they have forsaken the ideology of free-

dom for the tyranny of Communism is not,

in itself, world-shattering.

Indeed, the record prov
of Americans who never saw Korea have
also “gone Communistic”. Among them
are men and women of much greater‘inA

that thousands

Athletics vs. Schc;lérship

Athletics continue to be a chief item
recognized as such by a majority of the
American people. For example: wonder-
ful old Michigan State College is voted to
represent the Big 10 in the annual Rose
Bowl football game in Pasadena. So the
whole team and coaches are transported
to California a couple of weeks ahead of
the game, to get in shape for it.

tellecti than those soldiers—men and wom-
en who should be better able to deteymine
the wide difference between the American
way and the Soviet way of life.

So let us summarize the situation some-
thing like this: out of the tens of thou-
sands of American men who have been
subjected to the doctrine of Communism
in Korea, only-22 of them have mentally
gone over td the enemy—and isn't that a
splendid p that the American way of
life is so g that most people call it won-
derful, and want to keep it!

That'’s all quite splendid . . . but can you
imagine a comparable number of people
getting similarly excited about the high
academic standing of an equal number of
college students? Yet we send youth to
institutions of higher learning mainly to
improve some hl(ﬂnn characteristics out-

side of athletic prowess, don’t we?

Why Are They Tax-Exempt?

It is estimated-that there are about
40,000 tax-exempt enterprises operating
in the United States, practically all of
them in competition with private tax-pay-
ing businesses. Among them are many
federal government activities.

. A move is now a:foot to have Congress
remove them from the tax-exempt status,
and it is said that by taxing them, nearly

a billion doliurs can be added to the annual
federal income.

If you are interested in helping this
movement, you can obtain further detailed
information from your U. S. Senator or
Congressman. Og you may also get data
on the subject by ng to The Investors

eague, Inc, 175 Fifth Ave., New York
it
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Bits Of News Gleaned From
The Items That Make Up
O

Happenings of Long Ago

f The Birmingham Of Today.

Old Files Of The Eccentric—
The Historical Background

50 YEARS AGO
JANUARY 1, 1904

One of our young farmers west
‘of this place will be known as a
breeder of registered cattle and
hogs one of these days and that is
Fred rooks.
| The popularity of Rev. M. H.
Bartram was again demonstrated
| Christmas Eve. He was invited to
| attend & meeting at Justice Doty's
|office and found the room filied
with his soldier friends. When the
reverend gentleman returned home
many shining silver dollars jingled
in his pockets.

Mrs. J. B. Field cleaned up the
sitting room table, burnt some old
papers and envelopes and then re-
membered that there was $180 in
an envelope on that table, which
the professor had placed there a
short time before with instrue-
tions for her to take care of it. It
was found a day or two later where
it had been put/for safe keeping.

The Birmingham post office has
been placed on the list to receive
the “Emergency Warnings” of the
| Weather Bureau, which are sent,
when occasion justifies, by tele-
|graph at Government expense.

Professor Field has received
|from J. *Bert Peabody now in
Colorado some very fine mounted
| specimens for the national science
| department of the school.

RS AGO
MBER 28, 1923

Ranging in amounts from $18.58
to $33.99, according to the school
district in which it lies, the 1924
winter tax rgte thousand
dollars of assessed valuation for
i thus announced.

1924, the taxes
essed valuation
which will amount to 892.09,
will be collected at the usual one
percent charge.
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At the home of the
| parents, Miss Marguerite Trego of
South Woodward avenue, and
Robert 0. DeMonte, also of South
Woodward avenue, were quietly

bride’s

[married Christmas evening at

eight o'clock

Between June 8 and December 7,
the Ford Motor Company produced
L111,111 motors at its Highland
Park plant.

Despite the fact that a good deal
of sand and gravel is available in
|and about the surface of Birming-

am, the new well being sunk for
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| New auto license plates will not
| be issued in Birmingham this year.

15 YEARS AGO
DECEMBER 29, 193%
Incoming and outgoing mail at

the Birmingham Post office was &'

eavier at Christmas time this
season than it has been for many
previous years, stated Postmaster
Joseph A. Bymne today.

Twelve automobile accidents
marred the festivity of the Yule-
tide in Birmingham over the week-

end, ac depart-
nd, according to police depart. HODA

ment reports.
| The Bloomfield Hills High school
has received formal notification
from the University committee on

Relations with Secondary Schools b

{that the committee has voted to
place the high school on the ac-
credited list of the University of
Michigan for the three year period.

Another young man of Bloom-
field Hills has succumbed to the
lure of the theater and after the
usual _apprenticeship in amateu

theatricals and summer stock is

;. |treading the boards in a legitimate

show practically in his home town.

0| William W. Talman, Jr., of West-

wood drive, is at the Cass theater
this week with the Pulitzer prize-
winning play “Of Mice and Men."”

Mr. and Mrs. Hubert J. Quinn
of Bingham road, announce the
birth of a daughter, Suzanne Kay,
on Wednesday, Dec. 21, at St
Joseph Mercy hospital.

| H From The Eccentric’s

Archeologists now assert that man has
existed on North American soil for at least
20.000 years—thus doubling the time they

) formerly figured. Our only comment is
that, considering the state of fhe natien
today, man can hardly be said to have used
the time to advantage. (Just in case you
argue that the contemporary race of
Americans has been here only a fraction
-of the 20,000 years, let us © Well, was
thefaboriginal Indian’s type of society any
more filled with bloodshed and trouble than
goes on in this century?)

The temptation to travel to foréign
lands, at government expense, is always
staring into the faces of members of the
U.S. Congress. Some of the boys real
make what they call “a good thing of i
—sort of seeing the world without joining
up with the U.S. Navy.
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Point of View. ..

‘YA New York woman has organized a
group of 11 others of her sex to v the
Jjungles of Africa on a safari hunt. When
word of this reaches those wild beasts,
do you think they'll immediately scamper
to safer hide-outs?

American newspapers now are wonder-
ing whether or nqt Georgi Malenkov, who
Succeeded Stalin in Russia, is married. No-
body seems to know. We admit that we
don’t, either .. . and what’s more, we hope
he isn't, thus sparing some woman from
the tyranny that he appears to possess.

For a long time scientists have tried to
determine the nature of the planet Mars,
and thus find out how it would be as an
environment for human beings. Maybe
some' day they will discover the answer
. - . and no doubt residence on Mars will
include the necessity of paying taxes.

Not all of this land’s fools are in
publicly supported institutions that are
surrounded by walls; some of them aren’t
even walled in.

HORSE SENSE AND NONSENSE

BY ALICE E. MORGAN

It's warm and steamy in the Old
Stone Church,  Softly” the lights
from farm lanterns, hung along the
overhead beams, fall over the worn
carvet and pews,

There's a special smell about the
place—mice, perhaps, dust, cer-
|tainly, old paper, old wood and
| home ‘made furnitire wax.
| " On this night the added smell of
woolen clothing mingles with the
church smells.

the week, and the
tangy smell of burning apple tree
stumps.
The little old organ is a bit
wheezy, but its tones are soft and
|mellow. The hands of the little
{old lady who plays it are sure an
gentle on the keys for she has
en playing these same hymns for
many a long year.

FROM BEHIND the organ come
quick glimpses of a stout-armed,

-faced boy and he swings back-
ward and forward with the long
handle of the bellows,

The ancient pews creak a little
|as each family lowers its combined
|weight upon them. Youngsters
squirm and from the back of the
church come soft sounds as &
mother reassures and calms the

["So They Say . ..

John H. Davis, Assistant Secretary of Ag;
riculture, speaking to farmers in Cali-
fornia:

“You shouldn’t get any idea that next

January, the Administration will come up

with a brand new program.”

Catherine Hunter, head, University of
Tulsa’s homemaking department:

“Being handy with a skillet is still the
best way to trap a man.”

baby who has out of the
‘t{):;,”i.r area of his own snug, soft

One by gpe members of the choir
move to the front of the church
and take their behind the
pastor’s chair. They nod and smile
|at each other and at friends in the
| congregation.

for they, like the organist, know
the hymns of the evening like old
friends.

| A deep booming chord from the
|organ, & nod from the organist and
the choir rises. Straggling, the
co tion to its feet
|and "the lanterns fairly quiver as
|the notes of an old, familiar hymn
|roll forth,

Children sing as lustily as par- |

® | terruption comes from a chunk of

THIS CHOIR heeds no hymnals|

ents. There’s a half-smile on most

The stove glows red and seems ex-
ceptionally jolly as the wind hurls
snow from the branches and dashes
it against rattling window panes.

THE HYMN ends and the voice
of the church school superintendent
unites the congregation as one in
the prayer he offers. His only in-

burning wood settling in the stove.
Someone reaches up and closes the
closes the damper a little. The

be joined |
from the

| smooth voice goes on to
|in a resounding “Amen!”
congregation.

As he announces the next hymn,
|there's a slight stir—people.reach-
|ing  for  dropy mittens and
scarves, settling sleeping babies in-
ilo more comfortable positions and
unbuttoning sweaters of others,
warm now after their cold ride.

Outside a horse moves to paw
the frozen snow. The bells on the
harness and sleigh ring erisply in
the cold night ail r away a
farm dog barks.

| AT THE BACK of the church 12
|solemn strokes from the old clock.
The superintendent raises his hand,
| palm down, over the friends seated |
{Before him: and with an odd mix-
|ture of gaiety and solemnity bids
|them a Ha
|, Another-watchnight service ends.
The door closes on the Old Stone
|Church, one particular phase of
|its duty and service is completed
|for another {ur.

Somehow, there's something prets
|ty special about a New Year's Eve
spent in its ancient

GRAHAM—Peace with

You only make a bigger mistake when
you try to cover up a small one.

1 hope to live long enough to see a
high school coach say in a pre-gime
newspaper story: “Why, sure, we'll win
the game. My boys will out-play the

opponen

Judging from all such comments I've
read so far, all games should have ended
up ‘with both- teams losing.

Those new “litterbug” signs to be
placed around town by the Woman's
National Farm and Garden Assn., it is
hoped, will improve the cleanliness of our

city streets and parks.
However, a number more of those metal
i in the d n busi sec-

tion wopld be a great help, too. The
handier a refuse container is, the more
debris will go into it instead of on the
sidewalk or into the gutter. .

Another indication that on-street
parking eventually will be cut down
appreciably in order to move traffic into
dnd out of the Birmingham business sec-
tion is Police Chief Ralph W. Moxley's
suggestion last week that parking be
banned from the north side of Merrill
street, between Woodward and Pierce.

Too, city ecommissioners are com-
menting more and more that the con-
gestion” must be relieved on W. Maple.
No commissioner has yet put it into a
resolution, but the new year coming up *
quite possibly will see parking taken
off one or even both sides.
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Until it was widened' several
ago, parking was not permitted on the
south side.
y A i r

I wonder if President Eisenhower, as
his first year in office draws to a close,
doesn’t feel that he perhaps is expected
to be history’s—and certainly America’s
—greatest miracle maker.

From the numerous eriticisms I have
read in the papers, heard over radio and
TV, Ike already has had plenty of time
to solve the problems of Communists in
government, Communists in the  world,
farm prices, Korea, European Defensd
Pact, etc., etc., etc.

Certain Democrats, who have been loud
in their blasts that President Ike is tardy
in coming through in less than 12 months
with ‘the perfect answers, should re-
member that. their own. idol, Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, took years to come up
with some answers, and never did find the
right solutions to a number of other
problems.

To stay on the top rung of the ladder
of success, it requires not only spiked
shoes but also perfect balance . . .
spikes to keep a foothold on the rung
which is constantly being greased by
those individuals below, and perfect
balance because at this lofty position
there are no siderails to hang on to.

The new year should see our dreams

fulfilled—provided we work industriously
enough to deserve them.
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electric sheet is
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| * Smile a Minute ...
Boss (handing back two letters |
|to stenog.): “It would perhaps he
| better, Miss Smith, if you signed |
| the letters to # Jack an r-
|ling Harold yourSelf. |

“If you couldn’t have wealth
what would you choose ™
| “Credit.” |

COVERING |

Just eme fuffly wool electric blanket or one regulyr blanket over
20 electric sheet is all you need fot cozy comfort all night long.
1¢'s marvelous how their warmth-without-weight and controlled

you sleep .. . and for only two peanies a night!

‘When summer comes along, you'll find an electri¢ blanket or an

easy 1o store and keep in condition. Both

launder beautifully.

Both blankets and sheets come in colors to complement your
furnishings. Choose one today; enjoy a gbod night's sleep tonight.

|ONE THING OR ANOTHER- By George Wim. Averilt.
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