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Winter or Summer
’Coons Are with Us

By LYDIA KING FREHSE

Special Writer for The

One of the most unexpected animal encounters I have ever coon 1s increasing in numbers and

Birmingham Eccentric

experienced was with a raccoon family.
We were spending Decoration Day weekend jn Pokazun
state park in northern Indiana.

It was early afternoon and I+
was following a wooded path tak-
ing particular note of the spring
ground cover, when I ran head-on
into Mrs. Ring-tail and her five
little ones out for a stroll. Coon
families are seldom seen in day-
light but this mother was trund-
ling down the path with her young.

ey were about the size of
half grown kittens, and were fol-
lowing_her in an orderly proces-
sion. When she saw me shé quick-
ly wheeled about, sending her
young on before her.

I followed at a .lucrvc( distance.
Every 15 or 20 feet her mother
instinet impelled her to stop, stand
up on her hind
legs facing me
in a threaten-
ing manner. She |
knew
babies were as
yet too small to
protect them-
selves with such
bsual *“coon”
tricks as cross-
ing and recross-

Mrs. Frehse ing a stream of
climbing up one
tree and down another. So she

repeated her pattern of defiance
several times,

CE I did not wish to alarm

nd the point of observing

vior in this emergency
tood still while the family

peared around the next turn
path.
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My
five cunning and wobbly little ring-
tails being marshalled ahead of a

last sight of them was of

very frightened
mother,

The chances are
not wandered too
their home, made at a safe dis-
tance from the ground in the hol
low of an old tree trunk. Here,
sometime during April, the bahies
were born naked
rsed and tended until they
le to leave the hest for
short foraging expeditions.

By mid-October they would be
grown to adulthood having fin-
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that her |

and blind and | fin;

ished their (nlnmz course In “coon
fore.” This period was interspersed
with many hours of Iazy sunning
and night prowling along marsh
and stream.

ST SPRING

Ludington

state park we found such a young
raccoon which had become
rated

rom its mother.

almost like a baby’s.

do no more than to
offer it some food which it re-
fused and then leave it in a pro
tected nook in a stump hoping its
mother would somehow find and
reclaim it. It was a fl bit of
fur with a cunning ringed tail and

a black burglar's mask over its
eyes.

The raccoon is common to the
whole of the United States. He
prefers to live in deciduous woods
near civilization. In our own state
Re is important both as a game
animal and as a furbearer. His
scientific name Procyon lator is a
clue to one of his most unusual

habits.

Lator means “the washer” ang
he does wash his food before hs
eats it. It is interesting to see

him do this either in captivity or
on a moonlit night. He uses his
dextrous front paws like hands,
refusing to eat meat until he has
dipped a morsel in or out of the

water. He then tears off a bit with
his sharp teeth and finally washes
hin fect ‘when he has finished his

ALTHOUGH
and dislikes herb
is an_omniverous
pecially fond of raiding corn fields

le they

meat

where he eats the ears wh
are in the milk-stage.

. st destructive

to pe

try and game birds' nests. A
ch in the earth to
cts and worms and he will
any small rodent or reptile he can
d.
However he is at his best on
some moonlit night, «
along while he sniffs the st
earth on the bank of a muddy
stream. Here, he finally dips a
long-fingered paw inta the .
to fish out a minnow, a cray
or a fresh water mussel
He is e lly fond of poke
berries pes but_ wher
prowling about on lund will eat

almost any kind of fruit.
COMMON name
origin
e with his hands.
along a snowy or
muddy hank | have often murvelled
at the resemblunce of cks
to a tiny baby's hand and foot
Most anima ke cats 1 dogs
t to th their

, thus making only
walking is called
coon walks

r. leaving
sole. He

e winter when many
r-footed friends lic in
a deep hibernating: sleep, the
coon sy

rac.
about his

mischicvous tricks. retreats to
his den for short periods only when
driven there by the severest cold
» heaviest snows,

of the most
American mam
tates

re co at
tendant breedir " dogs,
is a kind of for
young and old

WHE all of the hoot-owl

and the whip-poor-will  signals

| night-fall,
|s0on heard in the swampy bottom
N

lpoulble the tree is cut down and

| swéet

the baying of dogs is

lands>
Eventually the “coon” is “treed”.
Some member of “the party then
s him out or if thh is im-

is roasted along with |
ﬁonlon and apples to make |
|a southern dinmer.

Reports from our state conser- |
vation department say the rac.

(now outstrips the red fox as a

|predator of poultry and game
birds.
They also call for more “coon”
hunters to ist nature in keep-
ing that lance of all living:
creatures whn‘h she is forever
seeking. -
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Be Popular!

This happy group of players p

derful musical education offer.

of our many bands from the Gallagher's school, and have
played at many parties sponsored by our churches and
civic organizations.

und learn the facts on how you too may G
sentative to your home. He will show you how easy and inexpensive it is

to learn how to play this popular instrument. Our large band tuning up
for a band lesson and practice session.
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e One of the largest in this
area

e Staffed by the best of
teachers
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