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Assistant-Secretary of State Henry A.
Byroade, speaking recently in California,
made a very appropriate point in a discus-
sion of colonialism. Byroade moted that
the movement toward self-determination
among colonial peoples is “one of the most
powerful forces in Twentieth century af-
fairs.” * '

The Assistant Secretary said the up-
surge . for national self-determination
comes at a time when the leading nations
of the world are finding that there is no
such thing as self-sufficiency. Therefore,
he points out, nationalism based ‘on the
goal that mdependence will solve the prob-
lems of the day is actually a myth.

‘lke’ Must Be Realistic

To us, President Eisenhower’s wishful
desire that all discussion of Communism
should be dismissed before the 1954 elec-
tion campaign days arrive is mot con-
sistent with the facts

To assume that the issue of C ommunism
could disappear within the next 10 months
is to believe that the whole program of
the Soviet rulers would be changed over
to the defense of freedom—and we all
know that the Kremlin isn't at all
interested in the personal freedom of the
people over whom it rules.

If there- wefe no Communist party.
with its threat of world conquest of all
free nations, our world would be without
many of its most troublesome problems.
Immediately the United States would be
able to remove most of the current
burdensome taxation that hits our people.

The U. S. Government recently revealed
it had completed one of the most profitable

It had disposed of an asset, purchased
almost twenty years ago, and received
thirty-five times the price paid by the
government.

The asset was a 1904 Cadillac. About
twenty years ago the Secretary of the
Interior purchased the car for use in a
demonstration of highways, and cars,
then and now. Since that time the gov-
ernment has retained possession but re-
cently it was decided to sell the car to

Meeting in the nation’s capital, C1O
leaders call for Michigan to up its present
| $27.00 per week unemployment payments

to $72.79. All that sounds fine . .. but it

won't result in anything like a balanced
| economy for this nation.
| Unemployment compensation never
employed person. If it did, with humarn
nature being what it is, can’t you see how
| it would encourage self-enforced idleness?
Besides, paying people for doing nothing
is, basically, a violation of the laws of .

A Profitable Operation

operations in the government’s history.

should come near the compensation of an,-

1
|

Colonialism a Human Problem

T UNI’I‘ED STATES, in supporting
colonial peoples’.desires for independence,
must be sure that it supports a construc-
tive program which sometimes will mean

a gradual transfer of authority from the |

. mother nation to 4 colony. This transfer
should not be extended over any lengthy
period, but should be accomplished as
ckly as is practical.
At the same time, Byroade points out
that a sudden end of the authority of the
| colonial powers can sometimes produce
mere difficulties than dividends in the
world-wide fight against Communism.
This lis something the alter-liberals must
keep |in mind.

OUR YOUTH WOULD NOT BE con-
nted with the necessity of spending
several of their best years in our military
establishment.

Every nation that now has to spend
mpch of its national income on military
defense would be able to divert that in-
come into the channels of a peaceful
ecpnomy.

There Just Can’

t Be a Jackpot

Happenings of Long Ago

Bits Of News Gleaned From Old Files Of The Eccentric—
The Items That Make Up The Historical Background
Of The Birmingham Of Today.

So, to-expect the menace of C
be removed within the next few months
to be totally unrealistic . . . and Presi-
dent Eisenhower, of all Americans, ought
to know this.

'As ldynl Americans, we are pledged and
w'ining to fight the threat of Communism;
and until it is rempved from world affairs
th;is fight must goon!

the highest bidder.

|THE HIGHEST BIDDER, it seems, was
Mrs. Robert L. Slaughter, of Fort Worth,
Texas, and unless another higher bid is
received as delayed mail, she will get the
car. She offered $8,600 for the forty-nine
year-old one-cylinder job. The govern-
ment; bought it in the thirties for $100.
That's a gain of $3400, or thirty-five
times the cost.

|We would like to see more government
operations follow this pattern—be it
fdderal, state of local government.

All Work Should Produce Wealth

economics.

WEALTH IS PRODUCED only through
work.” If undesired wholesale unemploy-
meflt should come again, the unemployed
should be given work on those types of
public works that add to the ph) sical value
of our nation . . . this will give them take-
home pay and, while not perhaps a part of
the pattern of normal industrial growth
~and production, it is a close relative to
keeping the unemployed honestly at work
at something of continuing human value.

In England’'s London, they are<affixing
to the front of ruilroad engines loud-speak-
ers that will announce to the public where
they are going. It is to be hoped that the
voice is more understandable than what
one hears within many railroad stations.

done a fairly good job of representing this
country on his trip around the world. The
vouthful Californian, by his tact and ap-
parent common sense, is surprising many
of his contemporaries . . . maybe he’ll ac-
quire sufficient stature to follow lke into
the White House.

U. 8. Army engineers have developed a
camera that can take pictures deep down
in a hole. Now if that camera is applied
to the hole in the federal government's
budget, maybe some of the leaks can be
plugged up and a portion of the taxpayers'
money saved.
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fﬂrl:rom The Eccentric's

Vice-President Nixon, it appears, has

Point of View. ..

A New York widow, said to be worth
46 millions of dollars, has called off her
contemplated marriage with ex-champion

prize-fighter Jack l)cm;n She says
*“we're just-too different.” Well, there's
one affair in which Jack got the

lll
knock-oyt punch.

uvenile delinquency is reported to be
otithe ingrease in the United States, The
situation has become so alarming that
state and federal committees have been
set up to m\estlgate the problem, and to
suggest solutions, Perhaps a chief solu-
tion,would be to require parents to assume
responsibility for the unlawful acts of
their 'offspring. After all, parents are the
best instrumentalities for the guidance
and | custady of children.

Long before modern mechanical gadgets
invaded 4nd took over American farms,
politiciand were out making hay . . . aided
and abettpd, of course, by their own type
of manure-spreaders.

|: So They Say . ..

Frederick| A. Barry, author:
“Communism cannot be overcome
argument] alone . . .

by
it must be outlived.”

Charles §. Thomas, Assistant Secretary
of Defense, in charge of Supply and

. |Logigtics:
“We can get into production almost
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50 YEARS AGO
December 18, 1903
There are 2,260 books in the
ladies' library. You can have your
choice of them for six months for
| the sum of 50 cents.
| President, Rundel
commlltt! of three,

sppointed s

plant,

‘ “Buy the children a grapho-
hone. The price is right now

hitehead and Mitchell can sell
you & y machine with one
doren molded wax records for only

$6.2

Troy—It was a pitiful sight Sun-
day night to see men, women and
children obliged to stand outside
that bitter cold day waiting for
the belated a cars. No waiting-
| room.

Mr. E. W. Reynolds was in town
the other day and looking young-
er than ever and in fine spirits.

Sorry to say Mrs. Reynolds’ health
is not so good. and family
still live in Armada mm are per
fectly satisfied with their home

30 YEARS AGO
December 14, 1923
Considerable excitement in the
Buisness district of Birmingham
(last Saturday night at sbout 8 30
o'clock when ry Cross”, the
emblem of the Ku Klux Kian, sent
out its tongues of flames in front

ux‘ the Village !Ia

Members of the Birmingham
Fire Department may rest assur
ed that the official representa-
tives of the Village are appre-
ciative of their volunteer fire fight-
ers.

20 at their home on

On Dec.
Willets street, Mr. Mrs. Ed
ward Lamb will celebrate their

golden wedding.

While walking about town, as
was his usual almost daily custom,
Robert Hanna, retired farmer, 77
years old, one of Birmingham's
oldest and respected citizens, drop-
ped dead of apolexy in front of
Shain’s drug store at the corner of
West Maple and Pierce streets.

Additional safety protection

. in the form of flashing lights, in-

stead of gates, will be installed
e (oo of  Birmingham's
streets where they cross the Grand
Trunk railroad, it was practically
agreed at a joint meeting of re
Teventatives of the Michigan Pub-
lic Utilities Commission’s inspector
and an official of the railroad here
Wednesday afternoon.

15 YEARS AGO
December 15, 1938
A city project involving the con-
struction of storm and sanitary
sewers started last May, will go
forward under a new federal grant

$159,980, according an-
nouncement made from_the office
of Senator Prentiss Brown, in
Waghington.
Geraldine Blackmer, ten years
old of 1439 Humphrey street, was
injured by an automobile driven

Clarence Schirmer, 470 E.
enridge avenue, Ferndale,

y afternoon at Wood:
ward avenue and Maple road.

FErnest A. Burtraw was elected
president of the Exchange club
at the Tuesday noon meeting held
in the Community House.

The Birmingham League of Wom-
en voters, in a resolution drawn
up &t t heir last meeting Monday,
Dec. 12, went on record as recom-
mending a rise in the age limit for
drivers’ lic

causing an  esti-
$505, was the local
ber, according
report submitted
Griffith to
ert

Nine alarms,
mated damage
fire loss for )
to the month
by, Fire Chief V. W.

City Manager Donald

HORSE SENSE AND NONSENSE

BY ALICE E.

MORGAN

Uncl
(or pretel
other eveni

£ was quite provoked
i to be) at us the

{ company we
brought the Christmas decorations
project out of the basement and
into the living room. Yards aod
yards of roping were spread around
the floor. More of it hung over
chair backs, waiting to be undone
in order to become a part of our
definite plans.

Pine cones were piled in waste
baskets and on coffee tables, while
sacks of tree ornaments occupied
chairs and the ledge of the pic-
ture window., Two or three cans
nl paint, to touch up the wn

ere on a corner of the
nlnnx with a handful of umull
brushes.

Heavy shears and pliers, with
coils of fine and heavy wire were |
here and there.

UNCLE ABNER wanted a place |
to sit down and for a moment there |
was none. He muttered .-nmemlmz
about “Christmas! Bah!" and final- {
|ly settled himself on a nmlll and |
not too-comfortable chair.

Before long, as we knew he
would, he fmkwl up a couple of |
cones and looked at them. A I:W\
moments later he had one of the |
rolls of wire in his hands, & pair |
of shears and some of the large

‘brum‘he- of white pine.

| 'No one said a word as he strug- |
| gled, twllllnk and turning, moving
the ‘cones about, snipping pieces
of wire and fastening things to- |
| gether. At last he put the spray
down, waiting for comments of
| admiration.

It was really no effort to be
complimentary, either. The sim
| plicity of his design and the nat-
|ural placement of the cones was
|mny beautifu
|

UNCLE ABNER beamed, His
leyes  twinkled and those heavy
| white whiskers twitched ns a smile
uged at his lips.
[ kinda * purty.” he said
| but one of you girls
o tie the bow. Never
could master them things.”
He_picked up some more branch-
es and sonfe of the heavy wire.
Under bis strong fingors 3 huge
heart shape, izu.,.. and
il U5y, auehs
!

yes

cones,

woven on. Finally a large golden
bell went into the open center, to
be laced in place with the smaller,
more pliable boughs.

All other work was suspended
as the old gentleman labored. His

handiwork f he brushed ut
his eyes quickly
“Used to make one of these ev-

ery year for Mother,” he told us.
“We had a silver bell then, o
her grampa brought from Scot-
land. The heart with the silver bell
hung over the mantel at Christmas,

. must be forty years since I
made one.”

E reached for some

EVERYOD

| greenery, wire and other material

und hands flow while Uncle Abner
pent a few minutes in his own
little world, shut away from the
rest of u

Sudden|;
straight, blue eyes gleaming, white
beard shining under the lamplight.

“Just win't Christmas 'thout
food. You )nunu folks go on with
your work an’ I'll go mfx up some
| walnut fudge an' some popcorn,
| Might find a few apples, too, an’
some cider.

He walked out of the room sing-
ing_about it being the season to
be jolly and decking the halls with
boughs of holly. Everyone joined
him and those who didn’t know the
words whistled.

Christmas came to our house
early this year

he stood up, tall and

Household oods of every de-
seription are offered for sale in
the Classified Columns of The
Birmingham Eccentrie.

Ferrand Nursery Co.

2974 South Blvd. East
(One Mile East of Adams Rd.)

FEderal 2-3689

“QUALITY NURSERY PRODUCTS
SINCE 1870"

I've never seen a Communist,
* And I know I'll never be one.
But I can tell you this for sure:
I'd rather see than be one. ~
e

If the trend continues, I expect that
all the ills of mankind eventually may be
combatted — even prevented — merely
by drinking each day several glasses of
water from the kitchen faucet.

Many communities now obtain water”
from deep wells. As it comes to the
surface, much ‘of it contains various
mineral elements, some of which have
been said to be good for the people who
drink the water.

In recent years, attempts have been
made to get fluorine put in municipal
water supplies, allegedly to prevent or cut
down on the number of cavities in teeth.

IF THIS EVENTUALLY works to the
advantage of the population, then is not
it conceivable that the medical profession
may seek to have some other beneficial
things added to the water supply, too —
like vitamins A, B, C, DX Y,Z
riboflavin and niacin?

Of course, all municipalities probably
will be pressured into putting a little more
attractive taste into the water. Perhaps
wintergreen, peppermint, or chlorophyll.

Naturally, every city can expect its com-
munity wag to ask that the water taste
like Four Roses (maybe even as strong,
too).

1 CAN FORESEE some difficulty be-
tween the anti-peppermint and pro-winter-
green forces versus the vice versa.

I presume, however, that the various
city, village and town councils will effect
a compromise between such groups.

Something like having peppermint on
Mondays, wintergreen on Tuesdays. Four
Roses on Wednesdays, chocolate on Thurs-
days, bay leaf on Fridays, just old-
fashioned plain water on Saturdays, and

no water at all on Sundayn. (This. is to
let the pumps, and mains, and pipes have

a day to recover before going through the
schedule again.),

And think of the benefits to lhmﬂc'

animal life, as well. Everyone's dogs, cats
and canaries; the horses, pigs and chickens
on the farms; the landscaping that is
watered—all so healthy, so full of vitality,
80 strong!

Yes, sir, it's a wonderful age we live
in — but think of the wonders and bene-
fits yet to come!

P
Education should be a means by

which a person becomes something, not
a means to get something. Education
should facilitate and improve the in-
ward condition of the mind, not an out-

. ward set of circumstances. If used in
the first instance, education is a bene-
fidial motivation of mankind. If it is
used for the second instance, it has a
useless and often damaging result.

0.

If any newspaper editor should die
without ever having a reader tell him he
lost a subscriptionbecause a certain story
was published which the reader thought
should not be — then that fact will be
headline news in every newspaper in the
nation. X

Usually this type of reader is the ‘one
with such strong prejudices that he wants
only his side of the picture published, and
not the other side—which when published
together, really tell the complete and im-
partial story.

One of the fastest ways to lose sub-
scribers is to publish only one side of a
situation. An editor gains and holds far
more subscribers by realizing there
usually are two sides to any question, and
prints them.

An editor who won’t let the “other side”
tell its story, too, is no better than a
public official who tries to keep his op-
ponents from voting.

Do You Have A

BED-WETTING
PROBLEM ?

We have the
cure for this!

GHAIN'

REXALL
DRUG STORE

105 W. Maple

S

Ml 42121

Grand Rapids

NEW YORK

Columbus

When Buying or Selling Stocks or M‘unicipal

Bonds—Think First of

First of Michigan Corporation

Member Midwest and Detroit Stock Exchanges

BUHL BUILDING, DETROIT

CHICAGO
Pert Huron Battle Creek Bay City
Lansing Flint

CHEERY,
WARM
AND
WANTED

¥

an
AUTOMATIC
BED COVERING

o Feather light ., . feather warm
» Automatically adjusts to temperature changes
o Takes to sudsing

« Gay colors to match your decor

SEE YOUR DEALER or Detroit Edison

ONE THING OR ANOTHER 5y George Wim. Averill
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