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Control You
Once again, a bill to establish compulsory
ernment health Ipsurnnce. and to take
mer steps which would give government
the whip-hand pvem our entire medical
system, has been m roduced in [Congress.
Ahnd, once again, the proponents of this
ménsure (which al t everyone believes
would be but a relude to |socialized
medicine) argue that it is necessary be--
eause the people have no protection
#gainst the financial shock of illness, and
that . the cost|of medical care is an in-
rable burden. | |
o facts cast an| mummatmg light. on
ﬁue

oary arfume nts.
Fact one is that more than 90,000,000
ericans now voluntarily carry some
of hospitdl, surgical aml medical in-
surance—and . this huge figure does not
hﬁude the legions covered by |industrial
rance, veterans' benefits, and local,
state and federal eustodial programs. The

Soil Is Support Of Life

. Our American forebears were people
of the land. They lived close to the soil.
They understopd the miracles of nature
and her inexorable laws. They held a deep
religious faith that supported them in
adversity to an extent beyond the com-
prehension of many living in the carbon-
monoxide fumes of cities.

Those who drive through the country-
#ide nowadays profaning the beauties of
nature by tossing beer bottles and papers
along the roadside and who think of meces-
sities solely in terms of the nearest store
eounter or show window, would do well to
spend a few minutes contemplating the
waords of Rev. Louis Deuster of Muenster,
Texas: “In modern life, we too need a

- o)

Let's Worry About Men's Styles |

This recent hgssle about just how long
women’s skirts should be for the coming
season doesn’t bother us a bit. We know
that women’s styles have to change—for
>not only do leading dress designers be-
lieve this is necessary, but most women,
too, like a change in the style and ehape
of ‘their habiliments,

We, as males, would be more interested

i

nt Bureafufcrats To
ir Medical C

are?

growth of these| voluntary plans is un-
rivalled in the whole broad history of in-

su|
Fact twq il that,  according to figures
gathered for the Federal Reserve Board
by the Survey Research Center of the
University |of Michigan, 80 per cent of
American familieh have no medical debt at

all; 17 per cent have debts ranging from
$2 to $200, and rnly three per cent have
debts in excess of $200. .

ucl ing| to be done to improve
medical it is being done, in a
sound and orderly manner. No great nation

can point to achievements in this field
which are lequal| to ours. Certainly, the
small percentag¢ of indigents can
adequately helpefl without setting up a
compulsory system which would cost un-
told billiond a yegr to operate—and which
would underming and eventually destroy
free, progressive medicine.

reasonable abundance of the good: things
of the earth in order to carry out a proper
religious prognun for families and com-
munities. That is why it is not saying
tog much to declare that ‘soil is sacred.’

“The things e reap from the soil
become our mclns of developmg our

sources. W Itho tl{eqe, our children could
not be pro lbrought into the world,
reared, ar icated. Christianity would
fail of a great rt of its mission, il
material resourcep ‘in due abundance’ were
lacking.

“We thereford please God when we
take good care of [the soil and its resources
entrusted to us. .[. . "

in a change in men's styles: like wearing
open sandals in summer, plus slightly lower
than knee-length trousers (for cooling
purposes), plug cqllarless shirts, plus some
manner of incongpicuous electric fan we
could cause to flojv its breezes all over us.

(Ed. Note: This
the thermometer

s written on a day when
hit 94 degrees.)

Ifrom The Eccentric’s

We are well com‘nced that most labor
Jeaders are opposed to the operation of
various gambling rackets that take place
in many industries. Chief among them is
“umbers” ; requiring only small bets, this
racket hm\éver annually takes millions
from the pockets of workers, just as slot
machines do. But the labor leaders, like
their counterparts in society’s law-enforc-
ing agencies, find it impossible to stamp
out the practice. Such human nature.
8o the only legal gambling in Michigan
today is thtxt of betting on the harses .
which ime, too, annually takes lots
of dough from those who ean ill afford to
play the nags.

g

The international picture always has

T a moving one; it never remains static.
A few years ago ti‘e S.A. was waging
!_éoody war against the Ja%; the Japs
were defeated. Now the U.S.A. is training
a new crop of young Japanese to become
offieers, the training taking place at Fort
Berining, in Georgia, Japan tpday is our
ally . . . how long will it remain s0? Only
ﬂlbe. and human nature, will tell.

" An lnportnni‘nnllonn.l quesllon has been
ralsed, the title of which is: "Is Senator
Jog McCarthy a Saint or a Devil? The
answer is easy to find; he has no horns;
tail or cloven hoofs, no hnm or win;
he must be just an aggressive politician
With a strong self-imposed mission. Red is
his favarite color, of which he sees plenty.

Expect lny day, mow, to read that the
Russians have come forth with news that
they were the first to invent P ce.
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Point of View. ..

In spite of all the Soviet claims to bring
about “the more hbundant life” to its mil-
lions of peasants, this latter group finds it
harder and harddr to make a decent sub-
sistence. In 1928, a Russian worked 26
hours a week to| get an amount ‘of food
which now requires that he work 38 hours
weekly. An Amefican, in 1928, earned the
same amount of food by working 12 hours
and now he works only seven hours for a
like quantity.

You who recall the days of bootleggers
and gangsters in this country, with the
usual feuds F"d slpyings as one gang would
try to take over|the rackets of another,
must see in|this Soviet “blood-letting” the
same pattern. For Russia’s Kremlin is
naught but bundh of gangsters, attaining
their top pﬁx es. by force, and they will
eventually be removed by force.

["Sa They Say ...

Rev. Casimir Tugevicius, Catholic priest:
“Some of us who have a very high

standard of living have a regrettably low

standard of life.”

Ernest Weider, Hoston music teacher:
“Music is for fun. It isn't medicine to
be taken in| awful tasting doses.”

Arthur Toynbee, British historian:
“What matters/most is not one’s knowl-

edge and akﬂl, but one's relation with

other peopla .

Alfred M. Gruenther, U.S. General, Su-

preme Allied Commander in Europe:

“I do not think war (in Europe) is ever

going to come.”

Charles E. Wilson, Secretary of Defense:
“We must| fér an indefinite period into

the future, ¢ultivate and promote all the

1 ofipur rational gth.”

Hanson W, win, military analyst:
“The truce in Korea presents problems

different from, byt no less difficult than,
those of wn‘." ¢

educator:
know that there is noth-
than the lamp of educa-

“Wein A

F. B. Mey ‘. emihent preacher:
“You do not test the resources of God un-
til you try ble.”

In the Limelight

Happenmgs of Long Ago

Bits Of News Gleaned From Old

The items That Make Up

The
f The Birmingham Of Today.

Of The Eccentric—
orical Background

50 YEARS AGO

August 21, 1903
Fire nearly destroyed the Wes
Faint home on Maple avenue last
week. The blate, thought to have
tarted hy a cooking range,
wes urning quite a while before
discovered. A |sum of money, be-
lieved to have| been stolen during
Lhe“exc;umcm, has been returned

T

The whole sputhwestern part of
the cemetery grounds was burned
Sunday morninj because some caie
less smoker threw a cigar or light
ed match into the dead grass. Two
small but courageous boys were
fighting the fire trying to ki
from a tall pin whon help arrivec

Two large b'rnn filled with hay
and grain belohging to Supery

‘1‘" struck by light-
ning during |last Wednesday"
thunder storm| The $1500 loss is
covered by ln<urnncc

A horse, 2| cars n]d belonging
to Mr. Edgar became frisky while
in town the other day and tried
run away. It succee
the carriage and sn
but aside from this little damage
was done.

Parents, just remember this, 1f |
vou let your boys and girls r
the strects night after night
the churches and’ church socie
in the world will not keep t
from  going downhill. Rememi.
the devil gets in his best licks
dark.

30 YEARS AG

August 24, 1923
Al the commission meeting Mon-
day night Village Manager Starr

was authorized to purchase 1,000
feet of 2%

h fire hose. The

lh(‘ $1,000 limit
which may be | spent without put
tin the mattet 1o a public vote.

Writing_on | water supplies for ¥
the Detroit area, Geo. H. Fenkell,
general manager for that said, in
a letter to the [Village of B\rmmg
ham, that he {11! water supplies of
some future dake would be obtained
from the Great Lakes.

ville also reported thefts.

As a convenience to the people
of Birmingham, e Eccentric has
taken over the task of handling
tickets for the coming state fair.
These may be purchuscd at our
office.

The reducing fever has hit Bir-
mingham to the extent that a clut
has been formed. Called the “Re

ducing Club” the organization i
making a concerted effort to re
cruit members from among the
village over-weights,

Special instructions are being
given at the village hall on how
persons  should reglsur for the
special election Sept. Balloting
instructions will also h\. available
for new voters.

13 YEARS
August 25, 1938
Four thefts were reported to Bir-
mingham police during the past
week. The McNellis jewelry store
reported the theft of a man’s watch
and a wedding ring. Walter Hi
1508 Humphrey Newell Allen, 4:
rk and John Zutant, 611 Benna

With the opening of the new
|school_term, ~Rirmingham educa-
tors have announced that French |
classes are to be included in this |
vear's curriculum. Miss Dorothy |
Wikel has been engaged to take |
charge of high school instruction
in this language. |®

Ormond, A. R.|
Glancy and Mrs. Harry C. Hili
bave been appointed by Gov. Mur-
phy to serve on the Michigan re-

form board. They will form a group |
to make studies and point out de-

fects in the state’s governmental
system. i

Mrs. John K.

A low bid of $139.536 has been|
accepted from Banbrook Gowan u;\
Ca., Detroit, for the construction |
of & new sewage disposal plant for |
the City of Birmingham. The plant

will be on Cranbrook road, s |
north of 14 ‘]

Anton Breese, famous for his
carillan recitals at Cranbrook will
present the first in a new serie
on Sept. 4, at b p.m. |

HORSE SENSE AND NONSENSE |

| BY ALICE E. MORGAN |

T

Uncle Abner  began  talking

about fall the gther night and had are th

us all hmuulék for the Adiron-
dacks,

At this time¢ of year they are
beginning to put on their party
garb, ready foi
fore entering
winter, Here
flames into g
around it o
branches of cd
what another n

ter,

he quiet solitude of
and there a tree
Iden yellow while
hers ‘show small
lor, forerunners of
onth will bring.
September and the
warm, hasy, ‘I
ber, every hill
of color that, if reproduced on -
canvas, would (make the beholder
shudder at its jgarishness,

There, with (it all around, the
color_does not|seem out of place
at all. So brilliant that even the
sunlight takes jon a different tone,
it all into h- general scheme,
emphasized by the shai
ﬁ'nnln. to make naﬂ’l {clp!

e air.

ONE DRIVE in particular, is
sensationally bpautiful back in’the
foothills. It's lonly a short trip,
linking Rome with the main high-
way north from Utica to Water-

During September and October
people come from all over the
state swing up through this sec-
tion and all make it . puun to
drive the Rome Gorr
Scene of the Black River canal,
famous«in the history of northern
New York, it winds its way down-
hill from Boonville to Rome. It's
T lhl‘{l\l s and steep,
des that fool the
mh shifting gears
at seems
pe in the

It.l way along be-

into decay, and Nlh shale banks.
It presents a :on-hnll{ changing
scene each more colorful, it seems,
Lhan thc last.

e flaming maples mingle with
thc rich brown of oak and the gol-
den yellow of the poplar. Scattered

road.

one last fling be- |

throughout the entire woaded area

c patches of somber green, |
marking the pine tret stands and
stressing the gay dress of the |

trees which will soon stand leaf- |
less under winter's white shroud. [

Nearing the Rome boundaries |
one pulls into rich farmland, just |
as brilliantly colored as the wood-
ed areas. |

ORCHARDS stretch away to- |
ward the hills, yellow leaved trees |
boughing under the burden of red, |
;| yellow and green apples. Nut trees |
are dropping their rich harvest,
sometimes leaving little brown
burrs chnmng to the ends of twigs.

fields are the lush green
of snond growth clover and al-
falfa. Cows, brown, and white,
and black and white, graze con-
tentedly. Wonder if they know the
grain which grew here a few
weeks ago 1y nfely stored for
their winter feed?

Cornfields have turned their own
particular shade of golden brown,
spotted liberally with orange
pumpkin balls, yellow squash .na’

big striped citrons.

RICH E¥RTH lies brown and
fallow, sporting rows of onions,
beets, turnips, potatoes, celery and
other vegetables

The land smooths and widens
on either side of the road. Lake
Delta opens its wide expanse of
water and the buildings of the
city draw A breath-taking
beauty les mmm its' color and
glory stamped on: the picture of
the ‘mind to be taken out and
viewed over and over again for
many a year,

ONE THING OR ANOTHER By George Wm, Ave‘fiil

Last week I n‘ﬂnud the first
half of a
Star R-pnrhr Bill n xinll
at a convention of pu lic works
officials, following is the re-
mainder of the :r-eh
civilizal

most ul the challenge from life.

ing fnduu and hunting but

and clearing the forests to worry
about such minor matters a3 the
condition of their streets and sew
ers. If anyone complained of a
chuckhole on the Santa Fe Traih

re too easy for
m. As several other pro-
lmmd thlnken before me have
pointed out, we have created a
nnlnoth -working, comfortable, pas-

teurized, homogenized civilization

and we are in some chnger of being
bored to death by it.

Fortunately, however, we have
public works to restore some of
the zest to life.

PR

TAKE THE average city dwell-
er. He starts out for work in the
morning. Life looks dull as usual.
Nothing ahead of him but the same
old routinesno challenges to be
met, no wild lmmlls to slay or
crafty Indians to outw

No problems more pressmk than
whether the weekly report to the
home office makes the noon mail.

o decisions more weighty than
whether to have the split pea soup
or the fruit cocktail on the dollar
luncheon. He is being carried down

town not by a horse which might | in

Ghy|
e

{ bud,

s removed | sibiliies of fixing every nmiw:c
once.
rs were too busy h,ht-‘ But tha

shy or run away or do something

else interesting.

He is being “pulled along by a
powerful, silent motor while he sits
in downy comfort on foam rubber
cushions,

THERE HE IS, the modern
American man, setting forth for
another day of deadly boredom.
en Bang! The left front tire

oes into u chuckhole, his car
bounces sideways on the street, his
head hits the roof, he bites his
cigar in half, his hat is ruined and
he nearly runs tver a woman push-
""&‘ baby carriage.

ee what the public works uc-
partment has done for this man?
{e no longer feels dull, bored and
logey. His nerves are tingling.
There is a gleam in his eye, his
whale being is permeated with a
sense of aliveness.

He has a purpose in life. He is
no longer stodgy John Doe, with
nothing ahead of him but a 9 to 5
prison sentence. He is St. George
preparing to conaquer the dragon.

IN HIS (‘\\F, o( course, the
dragon is the public works depart-
ment. How stupid can they get
down at city hal? Tsnt he 3 tax
payer? You're darn right and the

36| first thing he intends to do is call

his | secretary and dictate a hot
letter to the mayor demanding that
some hcuh roll.
E: spring, after the
en a beating from
lhv.‘ winter weather and the chains
1 remember that the citizens
were informed that repairs would
go forwand as soon as the frost
as out of the ground.
ust day, as the ther-
mometer was edging toward 100

degrees, an anonymous caller tele-
phoned ‘me.

“Say,” he said, “why don't vou
tell that crowd down at the City

Hall they can go ahead and fix
L)w streets now, | think the frast is
(of the ground.”

,/\

|

dulln;: Dlllud\ uf |d|uu\~

NOW THERE ARE ohbly

w-:le public w?nr:a officials v: i
e ignant about

erack like that, and exphln -Il‘

about shortage:
ﬁmu and tho im

t wolld be to miss the
t. The point is that this anony-
mnul citizen was happy. He had
aving up that little phrase
lbout the frost being out of the
ground, for six months or so.
You could tell in his voice he
wasn't nearly so uuln[ed about
the holes in the streets as he
leased with his little flb! 1 imag-
ine it was one of the high points of
the year for him.

as a citizen and a taxpayer |j

T'd like to ask you who preside
over these matters not to become
too efficient. What a dull world it

would be without anything to gripe
about.

THERE IS ANOTHER reason
why I should like to counsel you
against achieving perfection. And
that is because there is a curious
sort of reverse civic pride which
operates in the field of public
wo

When I go to Detroit or Cleve-
land or San Francisco and am
driving down the street with a
friend and hit a bump and he starts
cussing out the administration, 1
| want to be able to hold up my end
of the conversation. I want to be
able to tell him that back home

the winter we have to put up
signs beside our chuckholes reading
NO SKATING.

When 1

hear a Philadelphian

brag about how bad the water is | how.

here, I want to be able to tell him
| that in the spring we get some-

| thing from our taps that tastes
like an infusion of old rubber
boots.

WHEN YOU
in any of America
it is nice to have one of your
to talk about, with all the n!h
tion of a displaced Dixieerat yearn-
ing|for the Ol
if a man lived in a city where
the public works program was per-
you can see what a conver-
‘almnnl disadvantage he'd be un-
der|wherever he went. Who would
wagt to hear him talk about
xn\qnth streets and ideal sewers
and) that sort of thing? Nobody,
of lcourse, In discussing public

works, i u can't ;.ri]n.-, you
might as well be quie
Fromwhat T ave read and

hnm:l at this convention I judge
that the main subject which con-

cerys you at the moment is long-
range planning. This is a topic
upoh which you ean be expert with-

out. cing @ public

a luunbl r, ther s
\\ork\

h-pomnt. she feels, that Blnda
o fumoon-b' and .
wl n

na Bt o

painting, Ilnolm-
construction.

e labor force is unem-
hudll:odm

o

JUST LlKE a municipal plan-
ner, she can’t rely on the inspir-
ation of the moment to supply
these jobs. If she did so, there
might come that worst of all dis-
asters—a day when the labor force
was idle, and wilh nothing plan-

Was | ned for him to

Anyone cln ‘see the omic
waste that would be lnvolved unrm
So she wlll have -mmf‘ projects
o keep the labor force
busy the rut of his life,
, all the things she
plans aren’t going to get done,
she knows lhey Te not. Bln in this,
again, she rates the way
you pubhc worlu offi cllll do. Sho
figur she talks enough about
a new back yard fence she will at
least and eventually get the old one
painted—which is all she really
wanted in the first place.

AND, AS YOU lmow the same
system works on a munlcipll scale.
If you talk to the taxpayers long
enough about putting steam pipes
under all the streets to melt the
snow—you may actuglly get a
few additional” trucks, men and
shovels to get the stuff off next
winter,

Maybe what this analogy really
proves is that all public worlu
officials should be women. They
seem to be born with the kno'-

\‘u.'ll I find that 1 have no more
advice to give you. I want to add,
howem, a few words to express
my admiration of you people in the
public field. It is not necessary,
of course, to polnt out Lhe impor-
tance of your work. | know
that it is economically nnd socially

e
BUT I WOULD like to under-
line the fact that you are the shock
troops for your city or your county
or_your state administrations.
Many governmental agencies are
removed from the glare of publie
attention. Their mistakes are
qiietly buried in the files and the
public doesn’t understand them
even if it hears about them. .
But public works—streets and
sewers, lights and garbage collec-
tion and snow removal and all the
rest—are part of our daily lives.
When we visit a strange city, those
are the things that impress us, and
when we judge our own city as &
place to live these services, these
facilities loom very large in our
thinking.

AND S0 YOU are in the front
where the barrage of public
opinion is the heaviest. Tell me
the population of your city and
I will tell you how many people
there are in it who think they
could do your job better than you

e program of public
The job of commissioner of public
works in g family is usually filled
by the lady of the house.

Her labor force consists of the

s or any junior males
whg can be trapped into it. S
usuplly specializes in_long-range
planning, -and the principles she
uses are pretty much those that

havi been advocated here the last

feww] days
For example, any really efitient
wif¢, in her role as the family
works administrator, is going to
plan the projects to create I,Um
t s

do

Yours is a difficult job and by
and large, I'm afraid a thankless
But if a_knowledge that you
are contributing something solid,
something lasting and something
important to the life of your fellow
men is compensation for the gripes
and the brickbats; the long hours
and the constant’ plmmng—nmn
yours, | am sure, is one of the
most rewarding of human oc-
cupations.

*
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Get an Electric Air Dl'iél‘

(Dehumidifier)

It's no joke —the way rust can wireck a furnace

and other costly metal equipment in a basement.
But there is a modern answer to|this old <
problem. Dry out basement air with an electric

dehumidifier and you stop moisture damage.

Electric dehumidifiers are compact —easily
movyed from ooe trouble spot to another.

They plug in, just like a floor lamp. "

Most aie driess are uader 28

Nigh wejgh under

Stops meisture domage
for ponnies @ doy.

90 pounds




