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The American| public witndsses a fp
miliar scene each summer as Congress
goes into a scramble to adjnurn on a cer-
tain date. The familiar scene il not with-
out its humorous aspects and|yet it can
be gerious for those who are affected by
proposed legislation which is kithér capt
aside jn the rugh or hurriedly en'\cted
without being adequately perfected.

To put an end to just this sort of thing,
Congress some ygars ago agrepd to a re-
organization. Ong of the ‘ideas jn this
plan was that "on;:re:u would end its
work by July 1st of each year: But, after
p&qknge of the reorganization, (‘ongreIi
went along justi as before and never
seemed to get overly concerned about the
agreed-upon June 30th adjournment da

Thus the same old tune is played agaip,
year after year, in both Houses of Con-

gress, especially| in the Semate. Anfl,
strangely enougl, for the first severpl
months of i session (,‘onm-o S

annual

ure, Will Di

Dally

seqms to he # half-hearted affair. Many
Ser torﬁ and Congressmen spend only a
few dayg each week in the capital during
these first months and often one or both
Houses meet pnly several days a week.
Moreover, no ¢ne seems to be in a hurry
about anything and time, therefore, rapidly
passes.

So
lly

{

Along about|May or June, someone sud-
denly sets a date for adjournment and
there is| great excitement and hustling
from that moment on. When all the excite-
ment subsides, Senators and Congressmen
blame the Hast-minute log-jam for their
failure to pass| certain legislation, and for
their reluctant support of other bills which
paseed in less-than-desirable form.

The answer| is, of course, one of two
lbing Congresi can return for a fall ses-
sion, which was propomd this year, or bus
ness can bé begun in earnest at an earlier
date.

4

Unexposed Scandals Undermme Government

Senatar John J, Williams, Ddlaware Rr-
publican, recently| revealed he possessed |a
photostatic copy of & report by an Inter-

:3: Revenue agent, charging pay-offs,
ch had mysteriously disapppared from
Internal Revenae files. Internyl Revenye
Commissioner T. Coleman Andrews later
verified the fact that the file corjcerned hadd
arett from Bureau records.
lliams, who has uncovered pther sca
dald in this field, charges that| the agent
wha reported the pay-offs wag fired, the
report destrowed, and the entiire matter
hushed up. Williams also conterlds no pros-
ecution of those accused by the Internsl
Revenue tigent, who was fired, i3 on record.

AS WE HAVE MENTIONED before,
scandal in the Buneau of Internal Revenue,
more than in any other depdrtment or

, undermines - the average Ameri-
confidence in his government.

e Hureau has already suffered its
are of scandal and corruption in recent
Vears and further disclosures of the kind
Williams is now making will only discredit
those In chirge during the malfeasance all
the more.

Needless to say, disclosures, such as the
latest by Williams, are not going to do
Democratic chances in future elections any
good.

Of all the scandals uncovered during for-
mer President Truman’s regime, those con-
cerning the Bureau of Internal Revenue
caused the most disillusionment and dis-
gust among the voting citizen, The scandal
cost the Democratic Party many votes in
1952, and is apparently still very much
alive,

No Gl Labagr Battalions! !

ter Dull#s
America
battalios

pmposed that thousands of

Secretary of State John Fos
troops in Korea b}u%d as labor

to aid in the physical reconst ruclmn c11'
that peninsula. -
e proposal hgs been met with oppos[-

tion in most sectians of the United State:
including important members o Congres;

We agree with| the oppositipn to thxp
proposal. American soldiers, to he sure,
are required to perform many types of

.
laboringiwhile in combat . . . but to expect
them to remain on fore:gn soil for the
same purpose, when fighting has ceased, is
to defame the U.S. Military Service. Equal-
ly true, it is to defame the stature of
American citizenry.

Our country has been very generous
with its dollars and its various supplies for
foreign aid—and we are glad Mr. Dulles
was cut down to size on this situation by
the President, hlmaelf'

I From The Eccentric’s Point of View . . .

A bad-check-pagser down Boston way
resorted to three|calors of hair dyes to

fool | police. They| were red, rown, angd
black. Now the upfortunate. chap, hehingd
poh bars, is mighty blue.

An Arizona girj’l shot her bm friend

twice, putting him|in the hospithl, after he
argued with her in a restaurant, using o
catsup bottle and gream bottle tp strength-
en his Words. Naturally, not wanting tp
look like tossed salpd with dressjng, the gal
retaliated. But she says shestill loves
him, “very much!" Who will say that
young love is not|a great améliorator of
trouble? |

It just occurred to us that vou may he
interested to know that three df Detroit’s
top reporters oncq held down the post of

managimg editor qf The Birmipgham Ec-
centric. They are Leo Donovgn, of The
Free-Press; Ray {irardin, of The Times,
and Marjorie Elaie Porter, of [The News,
Another ex-Eccentri¢ reporter was Doro-
thy Will jams, who went to The Times,
thence ad’a wire sérvice reporter in \Luh-
ington, D.C., thenfe to the prysidency o

the Women:« Natjonal Journalistic Clul,
thence as a specipl aide to Pdrle Mesta,
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The Eccentrie will pnblllh contributed material
providi niit has news value. Suggestions are wel-
erroneous uflecnon uppn the chan-
kur ing or reputation of any person, firm
4
£

or eu'rporlzinn. vhiehmﬂ .ypenr in|the column
of 'ﬂu centri ladly” porrected if

Brought to the pubiiihe er's o antion]

when this rich dowager went to Luxem-
bourg as our Minister.

A preacher recently told his congrega-
tion: “If you would spend one-tenth as
much time in church, or subm tting your-
selves to the inspiration of religion, as you
do with radio or television, you would ob-
tain more essential happiness.”

Los Angeles city council has decided to
play various types of music at its regular
meetings. Well, there are enough forms of
music to fit every mood and occasion.
Now if only some Tin Pan Alley devotee
will write a popular song whose title will
be: “You Elected Me, and, Honest, Ain't
1 Delivering My Pr&e]evlmn Promises to
You, Dear?”, that might be followed by an
audience lament, “Am I Dreaming, Or Is
This Too (.()od To Be True?”

Some of these days, it is to be hoped,
the United States will cease to spend its
taxpayers’ billions for unnecessary foreign
aid. The Republicans in power in Washing-
ton seem so disposed, and President Eisen-
hower .also is finding out that you can’t
miplre people and win their friendship just
by giving them money,

Heated lrmmunls. unless resolved al
once into cool discussions, do little to solve
the moment’s, problem. Only where nat-
ural-combustion takes place can there be
light as well as heat.

lSo'l'IleySay...

"Walter P. Reuther, President C. I. 0., in
Italy:
“A free labor movement is the chief bul-
wark against Communism,”

Herman M. Koelliker, author:
“One man working with you is worth a
dozen men ?nnrlmg for you.”

Stephen Plulsm preacher:
“It is goo(l for a man to be in direct con-
tact with Gpd's clean earth.”

Going Overboard? % ]
< SR

Happenings of Long Ago

Bits Of News Glsaned From @ld Files Of The Eccentric—
| The liems That Make Up The Historical Background
| Of The Birmingham Of Today.

50| YEARS AGO fighters received G0 cents for ﬂnrh)
August 14,1903 alarm and one dollar for each fire
Albert Jennings of Grand Rapids |
was batk in|town this week renew-| Village Altorney Daty said last
|ing acquaintances in the village week that a householder, repeate
ew a3 a boy. He began his ly bothered by a prowler around
teaching career in the little old his home, was within his right if
|academy hé ars ago and has he spattered prowler  with
gone on up) dder of success buckshot. The
| continually after residents
Tl e some protection in [nmrly
Mrs. Iva Bishop of Detroit has areas.
purchased the grocery business of ;o
> son. She took im- A special election has been call-
be ed for Sept. 4, when residents will |
vote on-the proposed purchase of ¢
fire truck and an adequate heating
system for the library.

i
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and
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| found behi

Fred King of r Bloomfield has

ONE THING OR ANOTHER By George Wm.

Nomlly, 1 don’t like “continued | in his daddy’s day the public works
tories”. | department didn't let all these
lhn the following piece I've had | se | serpen t.l run -around loose
for some time, courtesy of B'ham | |apples in thmr mouths and mlkn
City Manager D. gbert, who ||dire predictions that no good would
quite a while ago passed out copies |come of it.

+{fill in the low places an

of it to the city commission wi
the observation, “I enjoyed this
article very much when I first|
read it, and have read it ‘several |
times when I feel the need of gain- |
ing a r perspective of the
problems el the elly

by Bl

given
\'luglun ol 2he Klnsls City Stai
at a convention of public works
officials,

I've spent considerable time try-
ing to figure out how to condense
it mlo a single, fairly short article.
1 can’t, without destroying the idea.

So if you will bear with me, here
is the first half—the rest will come
next week

PUBLIC WORKS AND PRIVATE{
GRIPES |

By Bill Vaughan

Kansas City Star
I want to salute you tonight as
representatives of what surely
must be one of the world's oldest
occupations. Just who was the
originator of your profession, I

don’t know.

lways excepting, of course, the

Great Director of Public Works |
who fashioned the world in six
days. On the seventh He

rested, a privilege which is denied
the public works official of toda
| when the telephone puts him at
the mercy of the citizen who wants
|to know at 6 o’clock Sunday morn-

- why that chuckhole on East
zboozlc Street hasn’t been filled

You may find a certain amount
of comfort in the fact that even

Great Public Works Director
't been free from criticism.
He probably thought that He had
given us a pretty good world.

BUT WE have had to move the
rivers and level the mountains and
d somé mis-
ruided souls have even clamored
for a chanee of a! stration.

Fortunately, eternity has taught
the Lord a |)er‘ce with the com-
| plaints and kicks of tha world
which all public works officials
must learn—or go crazy.

as often struck me that it
may have been a good thing that
Adam and Eve were expelled from

|lately put it a telephone and now
|can have communication with all
| parts of the| United States—includ
ing Pontiac, The mo improve
ments are great and Mr. King is
| just the man to cn)n) them .111

lhx

While \unrhmg cars Rere

ards last Friday sev 1 fr

{cars got awhy and ran into a train

half a mile down the track. Two

ars were sgon made into kindling
ane hurt.

| Phillips 4nd Hunt have struck
|another flowing well for the Ro-
chester power house and are bor-
|ing on theid third well a fe
away from the other two w
——

rods

30 YEARS AGO

the Garden of Eden before they got

51 YEARS AGO the placs organized with a munic-
August 18, 1938 ipal gavernment and all the rest
¢ ; Because they obviously would
National recognition has been |
bestowed on ‘a poem written by have had eventually, a Depart-
Mary June Hastrieter, 175 Abbey |ment of Public o nd_the
road The Kingewood girl was one |the unhappiness would have start-
of the than 250,000 high |¢d-
school in the American| .. o WONEN
agazines Y 3 MEN AND WOMEN
Megazine's Xouth Forum. birds of the air and the
. . .| of the field, living in perfect hs
bried “‘:,',;3;';,,‘";'“" physical e mony, would have heen  thrown

ucs
school and Mrs. Antoinet!

into bitter arguments and’ violent
grade teacher, have resig fu

eds the first time a paved road
wat built through the ¢

rden. No-

positions he ng| hoo

positions in the Birmingham school | body would have been satsfied. We
phys. ed. teacher hired by the local o
board. b

m ze or 1' rarbage collection nye

Last week's street dance proved '€T

about the road.

Adgust 17,19 beyond a doubt that Birmingham’s T:“' ? mould bo letters | i0 the

Several thousand -hllr»hnodcd young people know how to give a f:}“,_.";:;"'m 7 % paradise, would

| met in the wood ut party and enjoy one. Qpn;.ml) Rave  newspapers "Th“p"m"h
i{’;:;du';"';‘;“;‘”‘m;; m,.”;;“1 music and tap oy dring | Would start out by complaining

night burndd the huge cross
| more than 11000 new memb
\mnmn-d mw the l\u Kl

| “Motor cpddling ‘is resnonsible
| for three-folirths of our
|accidents” ah Oakland co
|uty sheriff spid this week.

t all
e instrufted to put a halt to
‘thh prmuu. by arrests if neces-

| sary

| Birminghgm's volunteer fire de-
|partment marked its 10th anniver-
| sary Monday. James W. ((ml
ent postmaster, was the

|chief of the or
started out fith

pre

cted
nuul\ which
Early. fire

e large crowd busy and happy durmﬁ

vay approved
- |town hall during Saturday’s ballot- |

law enforcement officers

the hot summer evening, with | 300 .
1 : e tactin en there would be hints that
[many exprestions of safisfaction |the  Public Works ~ Depurtment
g i Lo e | wasn't keeping the Tr
Voters of Bloomfield township |¢lge up the way it ‘should

| 014 Subscriber would write lhnl

the erection of a new

Voters also expressed their
re to accent a parcel of land |

“ol. Edwin S. George, S.
Merrill

ing,

given by Col
. Waldon and Dr. W. 0,
for the site.

THE GARDEN of Eden, as T see
it, was doomed, aven if Eve had not
|been tempted, because sooner or

| later there would have been a Pub-

,nc Works -Department—and news-
pers for people to write com-

'plmnmx letters

ave departed—without any

(-cm ity for an angel with a flam-

|ing sword.

| A an inveterate reader.of Let-
|ters to the Editon in the nation’s
newspapers, 1 find that public |
works is the subject that fasci-
nates their writers more than any-
thing. You know, of course, that
this is true in your own city, but
you may not realize that this i
nation-ide.

| On the same day
| works department in

the _public
Buffalo is

catching hell ubout the condition
f the sidewalks, a citizen of San

his opinion of the way the water
tastes, while in St. Louis an editor
is Iumg asked to i}'nre a reader’s

indignation over delay
in picking up the trash.

THESE l F IK\ are always
signed PAYER.

A man, |n lhc course of hif life-
time, casts himself in many/roles.
He may think of himself in a cam-
paign year as a Republican, on
Sunday as a Presbyterian, on pay-
day as a White Collar worker, on
the first of xhn nmnlh as a
sumer, or when the P. T, A
he may think of himeelf
ent.

Hut when he

sends a u-n\pl‘nml
to the Departme Vorks,
or when he writes Dear Editor
about what he regards as that De-
partment’s shortcomings, he is
one of these thingee. Tle i A TAX-
PAYF

he

mind's eve he
self as A TAXPAYE

ili figure in the cartoons,
R a crushing swelght on b
back labeled “Taxe nd a great
wave of self-pity wells up in his
heart )

“sees

WHY, HE WANTS to know,
shouldn't the street'in front of his
little home be smooth as 5 boule-
yard—why, in fact should
be a chuckhole betwen, this modest
domicile and his place of employ-
ment? Isn't he a TAXPAYER?

Why shouldn’t ste

|just the way it did from the old
§pring back on the farm? And
why shouldn’t there be a cour-
feous, uniformed attendant ready

to receive the garbage from his
hands whet he takes it out in the

morning?

Who do thase guys down at City
Hiall K they -are anyway?
Poes esn’t he pay his
faxes? Of course, g ays n
gladly, with a smile and never,
fever tries to chisel a buck or two
off.

All he atks in return for these
fax dollars which he sa graciously
bestows upon the city, is a miracle.
Kot a_ big gaudy miracle a
plain little one which any Public
[Works Director ought to be able
to bring about

2 ASKS js for the city's
always smoath, but of

School mn np(-rl in Birmingham | S—
a full schedule of
Th‘- first

n a

. m.l.-mz\

trict. 6 opens.

HORSE SENSE AND NONSENSE

| BY ALICE E.

MORGAN

s 7 o'clock in the
morning on[July 20 when the fire
gtarted thatl desuroyed the rented
home of Mrand Mrs. James
or and thefe ve children onS. | &
Woodward. | |
Almost immediately Birmingham
residents came forward with offers
of clothing 4nd household furnish-

ings. The $hafors accepted this
help gratefylly but th e still
without theif prime nced—a home.

At present the family is sepa-
rated, living| with relatives in Roy-
al Oak. They have certain house-
hold items [but nowhere to put
thew, nowhdre to use them. They
cannot find f home.

One lady, [who has spent consid-
erable time trying to find a house
large rnuugFl for the family and
with a modelst rental fee, ays she
has exhaustdd every lead. Sha-
fors, she says, are very «hwmu
aged.

“THEY WANT
as a family.| They
Birmingham, They cannot nn.l a,
home to rent, which they can af-
ford, and they have no money for
a down payment on a hom

“Their family is facing an
tional trial because one of t
is in a hospital and will *be for
many months, That makes the par-

di-

During the past fe
lady has been furthering
tacts to get such a fund started.
She is msking her friends if they
can help; she will ask businessmen
what_they think of the idea. She
is going to do everything she can
to_put words into action.

Her efforts will need support
from all the people in Birmingham.
As one person put it, there are
about 21,000 persons in Hirming-
am. A dime from each person !
would give the Shafors their start.

ANOTHER LADY expressed her
opinion by asking, “What is a fam-
ily without a home?”

gentleman, \ﬂm called the
morning of the e only
wished he had a hmm to offer:

them, |
Fire Chief Vern Griffith said he
mnﬂldvn‘d the Shafors one of the
“most deserving” families he had |
ever known.
ose children,” he said, “are
very nice. The parents are both
working trying to get another start
after a fire of less than a year
ago. |
“Two fires m a year. That
sounds, to some people, like a_bad
record. It isn't, Neither of those |
fires were in any way the fault of
the Shafors. To that man and |
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Hot under the collar because rust makes your
favorite saw bind, makes drills seize and

Get an Electric Air Drier N

(Dehumidifier)

ents feel even worse to not have |woman and their five oungsters
all the others tpgether. One of the |thiy year has been tragle,

girls cries Herdelf to sleep every | wpm poing to check every source
nud;‘l She wagts her daddy.” |L ean find to see if 1 can’t help |

This lady| wonders if Birming- | ihem' got the home they want in
ham residents! and buginessmen | | Birmingham.”
would not h¢lp the Shafors finan- =
cially,

She is not|the only one who has
thought of this, but'so far no re- ||
lief fund haj been started, so far |||
as she knows. |

BIRMINGHAM
| TRAVEL SERVICE

for Wherever You're Going

. . |
oW 'rur family,” she |
said, “I knq\. that if they could
just get enough together to buy |
a home theyl would be all set. |

“They dont want a palace, they
just want a roof over their heads
and to be together.”

MI 4-5711 379 Hamilton

chatter, makes tool calibrations hard to read?
Excess moisture causes the trouble.

Dry out the air with‘an electeic dehumidifier.
o lts thirst is enormous. It removes as much as
3 gallons of water from damp air

every 24 hours.

Electric dehumidifiers are compact—easily
moved from one trouble spot to another.
They plug in, just like a ficor lamp.

Averill

course, without closing any of them
n“ for nrnh— or putting on any
rt of oi gravel [that
[lnll his white sidewall tires. All
he ukl is thn the water be pure
free from germy

wltl\nut lddlnl‘ any|
which might alter the| taste.
|, All he'asks is that the snow
| e removed the mimtelt falls and

et without pushing any of it to
Lhe side of the street dr using any
messy salt or sand,

All he asks is that [the depart-
ment of public works Be run with-
out political fear or fayor—except,
| of course, when he wants a little
‘ap«‘(.’nl attention out in his neigh-
borhood; all he wants|you to re-
member then, is that Be stands in
[pretty solid with the qrganization
and has always voted the straight

|ticket and .that ther¢'s another
election coming up. 1
|
IR
! ALL HE ABKS is that sewers

built 60 years ago not|back up or #*
| become dverloaded when the rains
fcome; bat, of course, he doesn't
want anybody digging up his
precious  sidewalk to| put in a
igger sewer,
All he asks, in. other words, is
perfection. All he asks| is that no-

body ever make a mist
Do you find Mr. A. %A\PAYER
understand ?

somewhat hard to
Perhaps you do, becaude, like it or
not, you're not normal.

When a man becomps ublic
works official he remaves himsel¢
from ordinary, letter-t9-the-editor-
writing mankind. Thede problems
which A. TAXPAYER glibly solves
in a few sentences aré ones with
which you have to deal on a pr

tical basis, '
There Are principles which he
an TEnore, but Sou can't—such s
thut  water doe run hill;
that snow, when it's shoveled aff
one place 5:t0 be shoveled onto
some p at no street light
has yet invented that will

be ahle to tel [I whether it is shining

bedrdom window, and—finally

you can't get any more out

of a dget thgn the ¢ity fathers
put into it.

These things
TAXPAYER, but
you,

However, don't be too harsh in

i thinking about this average s
of ours. 1 have nn idea that
1he’d be the unhapy guy in the
world if he ever mhll‘vud what
he thinks he wants—if the streets
were always smooth and the water
e lalways i if there were no
flaws at all in the municipal
scheme of things.

1To be concluds

don’t  bother A.
they do™bother

next week.)
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