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A Free, ‘Respomn'ble and A,
Is Democracy’s First Line of

ve P;::ﬂ

Our _Fréedom Is Defend
At The Ballot Box, Too!

In the unceasing fight to retain and im-
prove the conditions of human beings in
the self-governing practice of freedom,
not all the engagements are carried out
on the field of battle.
~ Indeed, the most important phases of
this warfare against the tyranny of des-
potism are’ fought during election cam-
paigns, culminating in the casting of your
vote, in secret, at the ballot.box.

Next Tuesday, Nov. 4, is the great day
in these United States when our citizens
will determine who is to govern them on
the federal and state levels. County offi-
cials, too, are to be voted for. -

As we have previously pointed out in
these columns, The Eccentric believes that
the best interests of self-government
would be served by the selection of, on the
whole, Republican candidates. You, of
course, make your own individual decisions
on this subject.

ASIDE FROM YOUR CHOICE of can-
didates, yoy are requested to vote.for or
against three propositions to amend the
Michigan State Constitution. g

No. 1 relates to the problem of wipi
out the illegal traffic in narcotics.

/
Under pregent law, police must obtain
a search warrant before they can use as

evidence in court “any narcoties ‘found
illegally in the possession of an individual.
This proposed amendment No. 1 would
permit such narcoties to be used as evi-
dence without a warrant having to be
obtained. It would not, however, permit
the search of one's home without a-war-
rant. .

This proposal is copied from the present

constitutional provision permitting illegal
possession of concealed firearms to be
admissible court evidence without a search
‘warrant, :
" Propositions No. 2 and No. 3, already
widely publ d, relate to changing the
State Constitution for re-apportioning the
Legislature.

At present, the 1908 State Constitution,
under which we now operate, sets up a
House of Representatives of not less than
64 or more than 100 members. For years
100 members have sat in.this House in
Lansing. The State Senate consists of 32
members. .

WHEN THE PRESENT, Constitution
was adopted, Michigan was more of an
-agricultural State. Since then it has be-
come greatly industrialized, and a ma-
Jority of its people now live in urban area!

It is the claim of supporters of proposi-
tion No. 2, which includes labor organiza-
tions, that members of both Legislative
Houses should be elected on a population

sis. So No. 2 would create 33 Senatorial
districts, plus three Representative dis-
tricts within each Senatorial area. This
results in 33 State Senators (instead of
the present 32) and 99 Representatives
(instead nf\the present 100).

Proponents of No. 2 argue that repre-
sentation by population only is the best

Gen. Marshall Won't Vote!

Along with millions of other Americans,
we hold Gen. George C. Marshall in great
regard as a military leader. As a states-
man, we merely point to his record of in-
eptitude und numerous failures'in this un-
familiar area of activity.

As a mere, plain citizen of the United
States, however, we hold the General in
very little esteem at all . at is, if a
recent news story is correct that quotes

*.him as saving: “My father was a Demo-

crat, my mother was a Republican, I'm an
Episcopalian. I never voted and I'm not
vating this time.”

So sayeth George Catlin Marshall!

. proponents of No. 3, which include many

_ the ballot box, eh?

‘tioning House seats only.

‘sufficient to re-apportion both the Michi-

e ——

ed” .

way to govern. Their proposition }fo. 2,

if passed, will require the Secretary of
State, beginning with- 1953 and every 10
years thereafter, to re-apportion Michigan
according to the then current population
figures, The present Constitution places
this r ibility upon the Legislature
itself . .. and the Legislature, you know,
has always failed to live up to the Con-
stitution’s requirements.
e
THE STATE SUPREME COURT has
held that the Legislature cannot be man-
damused into court and made to live up
to the Constitution, so No. 2 would give
this responsibility to.an elected single
official, who can be made to re-apportion.
The entire emphasis of No. 2, then, is
to use population statistics as the basis

§ ™

\
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of apportioning Legislative seats in both
State Houses.

No. 3 proposition agrees with No. 24
insofar as Representatives are concerned,
except that it would’increase the number -
from=100 to 110. No. 3 accepts_the popu-
lation statisties as the basis for appor-

IT DIFFERS, HOWEVER, in the case
of membership in the State Senate. The

urban as well as out-state citizens, reason
that population, alone, is not the wisest
deice with which to balance a people’s
Legislative machinery. So they argue that
not only people, but geographic areas and
djversity of ‘ecoriomic interests of its citi-
zens should be considered in making up
the Senate. .

They point to the federal government
as an example. The House of Representa-
tives in Washington fis  apportioned on a
population basis; the U.S. Senate is com-
prised of two Senators from each State,
regardless of the size or population of the
States.

(This formula for the U.S. Senate w:
created by the Constitutional Convention
4s a compromise measure, for unless it
had been agreed upon historians doubt if
the United States would have been born
in 1787, or even for many years later.)

NO. 3 PROPOSITION would freeze the
present 32 Senatorial districts, except Oak-
land County would become separated fram
Washtenaw, and would get its own Séna-
tor, and Macomb County would separate
from St. Clair and Lapeer Counties, thus
getting its own Senator—so the addition
of two Senators would bring that body’s
roster up to 34; instead of the present 32.

If you believe that population alone is

gan House and Senate, you will vote for
No. 2.

If you believe in following the course
of the U.S. Constitution in selecting mem-
bers of the House and Senate, you will
vote for No. 3.

Personally, we believe the No. 3 proposi-
tion will best serve the needs and interests
of the vast majority of Michigan citizens.

SUCH AN EXAMPLE of non-voting, if
universally followed in our nation, would
result in a dictatorship taking over. Such
an example of poor citizenship, insofar as
civic responsibility goes for the individual,
removes plenty of lustre from the military
genius whose hand helped guide us through
World War 1. 7 _ .

So General Marshall doesn't value his
American heritage enough to defend it at

In the perpetual defense of human free-
dom, is not the ballot box as important as
the battlefield ? .

iFrom The Eccentric's Point of View . . .

“A new day is dawning . ... ” begins a
speech by Adlai Stevenson. Now do you
suppose these Democrats are really going
Yo claim production for the wonders of
daylight ? -

® See where Jordan exported 1.821
most of them going to

Egypt. Humph!

® It i#® apparent from the manner in
which Messrs. Truman, Stévenson, Spark-
man, et al, are campaigning these days
that they are much concerned about the
chances of victory for Gen. Fisenhower,
et al. A calm appraisal of what these
Deniocratic New-Fair Dealers are saying

" suggests .that they bre bordering their

talks on the lines of political hysteria—
which is just a polite way of referring to
balf-truths and downright falsifications.
This especially is“trne .of that" famons

" “The Eccentric will publi

disciple of Pendergast politics: Harry S.
rumgn.
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Happenings

Bits Of News Gisaned From Old Files Of The Becombriome ,
The Items That Make Up The Histerical Backgrownd L
Birminghem Of Tedey.

of Long Ago
. N\

50 YEARS AGO
October 31, 1902
Mr. and Mrs. William Erity of
Southfield will celebrate their
golden wedding anniversary on
Tuesday and guests from all over
the state are expected to be pres-
ent for the auspicious event.

Tonight is Halloween and we
advise all our friends to take
their front steps and other move-
able objects into the house and
sleep with one eye opened.

Thoso who did not see the ma-
gician at Liberty hall last week
missed a treat.” Those who did
see him_ure wondering how he
did it. Mr. Laurant is a young
man, but those who have seen
Hermann and Keller never saw
anything better.

southern
t e uesday, leaving
many sad hearts behind. But wait

awhile and perhaps she will re-|d

turn. some day to again brighten
us with her presence. '

A new special delivery post
stamp of the ten cent varicty
soon be for writers
want their missives delivered in
@ hurry. The familiar boy on a
trot bas been replaced by a picture
of a boy on a wheel, still denot-
ing extra speed for the letter but
under the most modern circum-
stances.

20 YEARS AGO
November 3, 1932
W. A. P. John of Tooting lane,
has been appointed a member of
the sub-commission on industry of
the Michigan commission which
will_supervise the state’s exhibit
at Chicago’s 1933 W s
John represents the Chevrolet car
company.

1
who

. .
City Commissioner Clarence
Otter of Bloomfield Hills was ap.
pointed commissioner-in charge of
the police and fire departments at
i y Tuesday
Commissioner Luther D.
Allen was put in charge of roads.

Trucks, directed by members of
Charles Edwards post, American
Legion, will cover Birmingham-
Bloomfield Hills areas Saturday to
collect clothing and canned foods

Vorld Fair. Mr, |

for needy jersons. -The post
spokesman said the drive would
be in the nature of a house-to-
house canvass,

Dr. Fred L. Tucker has an-
nounced the opening of a free
ental clinic ~ for  Birmingham
school children under the sponsor-

6‘ m By George Wm.

s {

“This is not a public . | forward a news style as it is pos-|this communi certainly  has
This is a meeting called The |sible to do. - lwlnlmnlndty “on what it
Birmi Eccentric and not by| A e‘ﬁinmﬁndﬂ. The Eccen- | would like to see done to ote
the o gk tric news s secks to maintain |and continue this in

tement was made by a|in its w ed news stories in|it believes is the direction,
Bloomfield township official "on |strict objectivity. If the story con- | or to express what it feels wou'd
tains any estion of the writer's | be detrimental to that progress.

October 13 at & r‘wr meeting
of the (nd'nsl!"e ip nl'r:url

rthwest corner of Lin.
brook roads.

ink the township offi.
::Id‘r‘any meant what he actually

However, 1 do believe he was
inferring_that if The Eccentric

\[bad not run in its Oct. 9 issue a

been filled with interested citizens,
a number of whom were from
mingham, rially across from
the proposed Qnopp ng center.
IF HE WAS inferring that, he
undoubtedly was carrect.
ecause until
printed that story of t!
center, and that the towrshi
ing board had recommended such
rezoning, and that the township
board might talk it over at that
r t a

rs

Eccentric

opinios it is_impossible to o
delete it mithout seriously affecting|  BUT FOR The Eccontrie to

the quality of the story—then tha* | pejieve (or to even claim) it
news item carries the name of the | bnow: al secs s bl pi ol
of [ Eccentric is alWays right

reporter at the top the news
story. ES |and [Evi?o“ else )-“. it
s G S | woul to insult in-
. PERSONAL OPINIONS or con- telligence qf the residents. of uxn
victions also are carried in regular community.

ueekly columns under the name| ™ Given the facts through n

of the writer. 5 o
When, The Bccentric, as a news. ({251t of opinions, through edi-

paper, has an opinion or convic- |jjr
ton it wants to present to. its|community
readers, it uses its editorial page |made nrrdinx its community life
5 ln these thre isco—an | S o 0 54 JOB

der a byline, in a special identified| The Eccentric will suggest, will
column. of on the Taam X constructively criticize, will cau-

Header |tion against matters Affecting the

i1l i ible f !

o The Elousble for any reader| B 3 Avelfare. But it never has

o iore and never will assume it is right
. and therefore knows best.

(News stories may contain state-
ments intended to influence opin-
ion, but only as the result of re-
;onlng what someone else said.

hese opinions and statements are

Newspapermen have erasers on
the ends of their pencils, too,
o, 0T BNl too.

directly or indirectly quoted and
always attributed to their source,
indi or izati )

ctobe!
pérsons knew
wy
had been recommended or
be _acted upon. .

The Eccentric got the tip,
checked into it and published the
story. It was as simple as that.
The Eccentric’s reporters follow
that practice every day of the
vear in getting out its weekly is-
sues.

It was & news story, pure and
simple. It contained information
which he Eccentric thought
would be of interest to a ly
number of persons. Such proved
to be the case.

1T SHOULD BE mentioned th
all township officials, when con-
tacted by The Eccentric to obtain
the story and put it together,

ship of the Exchange club. Local
dentists will devote a, portion of
their time each week to the clinic. |

A fast, flashy Baldwin high
school  football ~ team overrode
Cranbrook 25-0 in their last con-

were extremely cordial and co.
operative in supplying us with the
information we asked for.

And the story containing those
facts was published in as straight-

such proposal had been made, |
might |,

flict Friday. The Cranes are retir.
ing from competition with public
high schoals, their battle with the
Maples marking the close of their
schedule.

|
|

5 'YEARS AGO
November 6, 1947

ec 3,500
tefding the annual Halloween par.
ty last Thursday brought u Mardi |
fras air to Birmingham's businexs |

rict. Costumes of, every type |
were seen as boys and girls parad
ed through the section en route to |
Hill school and the barbecue..

Floyd White 18, of Detroit, was |

shot in an unsuccessful try at rob-
bery here Monday morning. The |
youth was surprised by J. F. Lof- |

tus as he tried to enter the gas
station which Loftus manages.
ounded in the upper arm,
White's condition is “good.”

The Rev. James Keller, founder
of the Christopher movement in
s v, addressed Holy Name
parish Wednesday evening, telling
them thiit more unity is neede
we are to successfully combat |
communism in the United States.

Robert H. has
named sport e f the Torch,
newspaper publication for Ferris
Ingtitute at Big Rapids. Watts has
already been out for football and
basketball and plans to report for
baseball when the spring training
opens.

abli

Action to est

v officials will meet with |
members of the Retail Merchants'
group for discussion of the pro-
posal. |

BY ALKCE

HORSE SENSE AND NONSENSE

E. MORGAN

A telephone call | Wednesday
morning sct us thinking about
this Halloween program which has
become 30 much a part of Birming-

m. The lady who called said
that she, as a ne\'\'com?r two years

rolls around. They want their per-|
ty, of course, but they certainly
can't afford to let it rob them of
all the “free lance” fun, too.

o, on Oct. 30 they perform
the “trick or treat” part of the

ago, went through H: with
some very unhappy experiencés,

n first place, she found
swarms of youngsters stopping by
er home on 30, for their
and found herself un-
prepared for them. In the second
place, she kept her own young-
sters home, thinking they would
make their calls on Halloween.
Being ' a stranger here she did
not know that this is a two-part
celebration!

It all started quite a few years
ago when a group of merchants
became alarmed at the destructive
mischief which was a part of the
scene each year. They reviewed
the situation and found it serious,

Property damage was high and
of young-

each year the numb

FROM THIS decision grow
their idea of u community-wide
party, with entertainment, prizes
and refreshments. Each year it
has been bigger than the year be-
fore. ‘Each year more people haye
worked on the planning of it and

each year more money has been |

spent.” Today it is actually “big
business.”
Hundreds donate their time to

y. s stock up
on all sorts of things which the
youngsters like—candy,
fruit, sweets, and in some cases,
cash. They know that the minute
the sun goes down the youngsters |
will start their rounds, |

IN FULL Halloween regalia
|they take to the streets, full of
|importance, full of fun and with
|a secret hope that before long
they will have sacks full of treats.
| The following evening, the ex-
| citement mounts even higher, for
| this is THE night. This is the time
when they are permitted to stay
up later, to take part in such a
big event and when each ome is
the center of attracion.

There's a gre: deal of se-
crecy about what's going to be

worn to the parade and a lot of
glggling goes on behind those
masks as t i

ids try to keep
and giving their
. They guard those
costumes and plans as carefully
#s an army guards its plans for
the big attack.

To th

ear, but to those who
|bave ‘been” here a while and
| watched it grow and grow and
| grow, it is one of the most sat-
isfying jobs the town does.

get r ;; !hor the party wl;:lclhr.»‘ ———
is enjoye y th . e | 0
h me. Fuys march in'the pa: | FIRE EXTINGUISHER
rade, relatives and nei rs line )
the curbs to watch. The town takes ﬂ@i |
on a holiday air, equalled only at || . FRee PICKUP AND DELIVERY |/
Christmas. . Phene MI 4.3525

Today Birmingham youngsters | CRAIG APPLIANCES, INC.
have a double-header eir | WOODWARD

hands each year when Halloween

POTTER
Moving & Storage Co.
136 Brownell
Phone MI 4-4612

no.1 specialist
in storage!

| Window & House
Cleaning Company
" Phone MI 46920

832 BOWERS
BIRMINGHAM

"Oakland Comnty's Oldest
Window Cleaning Service”

IT'S BEEN SAID before, but
it might bear repeating: The Ee-
ceéntric never has even considered
that it is the self-appointed direc-
tor of the lives of the citizens in |
the area it serves.
The Eccentric tells no individ: |
ual or organization what to- do
or not to do. That is their right
ln% their responsibility. |
he Eccentric, interested natur-
ally in the best development of

~ Storm
Sash and

Screens =5

Standard & 'Combinuio'
Available or Made To Order

Doors

Woodcraft Co.

1184 Grant St., just South of Lincoln

Phone MI 40424 |

| nzs.

Your hot water worries are over the moment you get the
right-sized automatic electric water heater. It’s clean. . .
care-free .. . dependable . . . thrifty

as worry-free and work-free. Ask about the many con-
veniences of an automatic electric water heater at your
clectric appliance dealer's or neighborhood Edison office.

‘Do you
worry
about

forgetting
to turn off
the tank?

-.durable. .. as well

+

! A
Averill §

‘!




