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A Free, Responsible and Aggressive Press
Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense

The Wait Was Lon

The Oakland Hospital ‘board of tdus-
tees’ recent announcement of hmp‘hal
construction plans has ‘eliminated much
of the confusion concerning hospitals that
has existed for several years in Southern
Oakland county. 3

Along with many SOC residents, we
were pleased to hear that three proposed
hospital proj have been lidated
ang the Oakland Hospital at Woodward

g -But Worth It

more of the public of its personal earn-

ings. - X
YES SIR, once upon a time the Con-

gress of the United States really repre-

sented the people—and that was before

a majority of Congressmen became like

wobbly putty in the hands of predatory
liticians and p groups.

and 13 Mile road, in Royal Oak, is to be-
come a reality.

To get this $5,000,000 hospital from
the “proposal” to the “project” stage re-
quiredno little bit of backstage maneuver-
ing and reconciling.
|'" BUT BEHIND US NOW is the con-
fusion, the several personality conflicts,
and _the consolidation of funds of the
three former proposals.

Ahead lies only the actual physical
construction, administration, staffing and
slight additional fund raising effort.

hose backstage managers,.who suc-
ececded in getting the hospital for South-
ern Oakland county out of confusion into
construction are to be highly commended.

Tn the current fund raising campaign,
they deserve the full support, moral and
financial of Southern Oakland residents
and business institutions.

This area has needed and waited a long
time for this hospital. But now we look
forwird to meeting you at Oakland Hos-
pital’s “open house™ on July 4, 1954,

Einstein Wroné Here

The great Albert Einstein, worried
about the possibility of ization be-
ing destroyed by atomic bombs, wants
all nations to band together under one
governmental authority, This, he argues,
would prevent the use of the bonib. Per-
Taps: but there are some worldly condi-
tions in which mankind can be forced to
live that are worse than war. and we be-
lieve Einstein’s notion would spawn some«
ol them. o

Something better than a mere change
in society's governmental structures is
required 1o insure mankind peace and
plenty.

Pensioners Organize

Ouly within the past few years has big
ry aceepted the pension plan of re-
nployees at 65 years of age.

Itis estimated that as of today less than
100.000 pensioners draw monthly sums
from their former employers. ’

But already this group is being formed
into a national association, or sort of
union. By 1960 it is figured that the
United States will have 10,000,000 such
pensioners—and you be sure, if they are
organized, they will wield tremendous
political power in this country. '

INDEED, THEY MAY BE the “straw
that breaks the camel’s back™ as this won-
derful experiment in self-government
goes down before gluttonous and blunder-
ing conglomerations of luman be

(For, Dear Reader, are you not aware
of the fact that, over most of our earth
today, it is a case of “the blind leading
the blind”?) 1

Keeping Un-Posted

We have said it before, and’ we must
say it again: we believe the TV program.
“Keeping Posted”, sponsored by the
Saturday Evening Post, performs, on the
average, a great disservice to the Ameri-
can people.

Because of its pattern of laving too
many people in the act of asking ques-
tions, and too little time in which the
pro and the con sides try to give answers,
the skit leaves everybody more confused
than when the program started.

We suggest to the Post that it change
the pattern of this potentially excellent
type of program.

It Once Was Strong—

Once upon a time, within the memory

P
Indeed, come to think of it, that was
before a majority of American voters
were willing to trade their freedom for
what they thought would be economic
security

Hl’rom Our Point of Vi'ewi

@ That New York woman who stands to
make a half million dollars through her
part in buying, ‘selling, trading, etc.,
merchant ships, told a Senate Committee
that “more women should be in the ship-
ping business.” The lady’s right . . . why
should all the easy money made passible
by Uncle Santa Claus Sam, via his easy-
going Maritime Commission, be con-
fined to men?

® This paragraph was written the day be-
‘fore the New Hampshire primary elec-
tion, so we don’t know exactly who is
going to profit most by the votes cast.
For that reason, this paragraph is com-
pletely honest—it makes no attempt to
declare who the winner or winners shall

. A
® Oukland County’s share of the Tru-
min budget of 85 billions amounts to
£270,267,000, or £667.18 for every man,
‘woman and child. These figures come
from the March bulletin of the Oakland
Citizens League, Inc., a non-profit organ-
ization of county individuals interested
in_obtaining clean, honest and economi-
cal government on every level.

® Letus not forget that most of the folks
in the Burean of Internal Revenue are
honest, even though teo many of the top
officials are being revealed as dishonest
and otherwise “off-base™. Because of the
influence of Missouri Pendergastism on
the Truman administration, the American
public can never expect certain higher
echelons of government to be cleaned up.
It may be practical to “set a erook to catch
a crook”™—but who is naive enough to
believe that unethical people can make
other people ethical?

® Quite often many years are required
to gain community acceptance of a new
idea, whether it be the form of a law, or
the construction of a building project.
This may be seen in the current develop-
ment of Deétroit’s municipal waterfront
series: of buildings. It required many
years for Cleveland to obtain its water-
front development. Even our own city of
Birmingham requires sufficient time for
some of its improvements to achieve
public aceeptange.
. 1

® How many of our leaders in the higher
echelons of government merely give lip
service to the nation’s need for superior-
ity in air power? And by this we mean
that they spout off hot air while we are
losing the “cold war™ in Korea.

So They Say ...

Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister of In-
dia:
“We have no difficulties with
United States Government.”

the

Charles P. Nelson, Congressmaan from

Maine, oppoging U. M. T.:

“The masters of the Kremlin would
laugh at U. M. T. Thiey would be delight-
ed that we Pt this strain on our young
manpower.”
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should think about such a

:‘ot twice, but three or even four

For the U. S. Constitution is
one of the rocks which forms the
firm foundation on which we
Americans have constructed an
economy and standard of living

is the envy of all other peo-
plub.b'-r none.

tutional change, we should try
to be absolutely certain what
the long term result may or
coul

’mmﬂ! ‘m By George Wm.

—IT'S DYNAMITE — LEAVE IT ALONE

ing an ion of Commu
g K
to constitutional guaran.

oo by
WHY SHOULD a murderer be
permitted to refuse to testi
against himself, but not a Com-
munist? Why a clergyman, but
not a Communist? Why a lawyer,
but not a Communist?

t do you have to do to be
classified as'a Communist? What
do you have to say to be a Com-
munist? Do you have to carry a
party card to be classed as a Com-
munist? Or can—and will—you
be one merely if' someone says so
mmunism llm;.n

e

What this is
an editorial which appeared March
in a troit afternoon chain

newspaper, The Detroit Times.

oo -
THE TIMES® editorial that day
congisted of a “letter to the edi-
tor,” and was signed “Former
Navy Nurse”. In an editor’s note,
the Times endorsed the idea con-
tained in the letter.

n sum and substance, this ex-

U. 8. constitution

N
cha
s«:ht at alleged Communists or

Happenings of Long Ago

Bits_Of News Gleaned From Old Files Of The Beconiriems
The ltems That Moke Up The Misterical
Of The Birmingham

P

Of Tedey,

other could not hide
behind the Fifth Amendment,
which permits them to refuse to
testify if the information they re-
vealed would be self-incriminating.
This former Navy nurse men-
tions certain safeguards which
she and other persons gave
upon entering the arm
ic h as trial by jury
the writ of habeas corp;
After citing the Constitution’s
of the writ of habeas

50 YEARS AGO

'

o
|

|duty to pull over and let them |Mar. 29, to convene at 10
{ pass as it is to permit room for a | James

M. 21, 1902
Probably the record for many
years in the plowing line was
made last week when elay ground
was turned in Onkhn! county
wﬂ.l{wul any farmer finding a sign
f frost.

e
Perhaps not one person in ten

knows that when he is driving on |
{a public road and someone dra

up behind him, it is as much

vehicle which he happens to meet.
Ethel Cull retur:
with her mothe|
and found som:
the house. ‘Investiga
two big colored fellows hiding in
a closet. Without further udo Miss
Ethel picked up a revolv
commenced to blaze aw

aim not being up to Annie Oakley
standards the two escaped unhurt.

Birmingham has been honored.

! Prince Henry, while on his whirl

through this country was being
entertained at West Point, N.Y.,
where he was presented to our
own Miss Bertha Bigelow while
her father, Capt. Mort 0. Bigelow
conversationed with royalty.

P

Say, if you want a n up-to-
date phaeton less than half the
original price and as good as new,
see Robt. L. Fisher's, 3rd house
south of The Eccentrit.

20 YEARS AGO
1932

T | Traffic

| hospital yesterday. He is confined
| by a recent operation and serious
| attack of influenza.

| J. Fred Woodruff, 1184 Dor.
| chester, will again head the an-
| nual Community House Roll Call
scheduled to run from Apr. 18-28, |
with a quota of $15,000. |

Paba

The annual meeting of Bloom-
field township, scheduled for last
Tuesday, was adjourned until

am.
Bayley, township clerk,

| saidi the auditor's report would be

prescnted at that time.

5 YEARS AGO
March 17, 1947

i and neighboring

e digging their way

urprise blizzard which hit
the seetion carly Monday evening.
was slowed almost to a
standstill and city and highway
police caution motorists to- drive
carefully. Many streets and roads
are icy and in some spots duifts
still remain. |

Michigan Bell telephone :nny»
pany has announced its plans for
a change to the dial system in
Birmingham. As scheduled,
switch over will he made within
the next four or five years Presi-
dent Thomas N. Lacy said this
veek.

A $531 cost of living increment
is being written into 1947-48 con-
tracts which have been presented

March 24 to Birmingham's 120 teachers.
ingh stores, ding  The t was made this
to custom, will close for threc|Week by Dr. Dwight B. Ireland,

hours beginning at noon Friday in
observance of Good Friday serv-
ices in the local churches. Plans
are completed for special Easter
services by the several Birming-
ham pastors.

The names of J. W. Cobb, in-
M. Schlaack and L.
ve been submitted to

Seymour  Persans

Congressman
who will recommend one of the

threc to President Hoover for a
pointment as postmaster in Bir-
mingham.

The Rev. William Ryan, pastor |

of St. Hugo of the Hills church
was reported as ‘‘much improved"
by attendants at St. Joseph Mercy

superintendent who said ma-
{jority of the staff was expected
to remiin in the Birmingham sys-
tem.

Troy township firemen have
completed the construction of a
high pressure fog unit, Chief Ellis
Kowinsky reported today. The 20-
{man volunteer department started
the project in September, raising
|needed ‘funds through benefit so-
als. Several other improvement |
projects have also been completed
| during the winter.

. =
Robert Connor, 482 Westwood,
| has been named president of the |
| Birminghan ~ PTA  Counell for |
1947-48.

HORSE SENSE AND NONSENSE

|
BY ALICE E. MORGAN ¢ i

With this issue The Birming-
ham Eccentric starts the long trip
to its 76th anniversary.

Vol. 1, No. 1, of this commu.
nity paper saw the light of day in
1878, under the editorship of Al
meron Whitehead and George 1
Mitchell. It continued under_this
ownership until 1920, when
George R. Averill, present owner
boupgt the paper and job printing
business.

Durin

these many ‘years the
paper has recorded numerous
changes in Birmingham. It has
undergone many itself.

As changes have taken place
in the general field of printing,
the paper has reflected them. Per-
haps the most noticeable of these,
to the reader, is the increase in
the use of pictures as news con-
tent.

OLD COPIES show line
ings and with the increased use
of zine plates, more and more pie-
tures of pers ies began to
appear. The constantly im-
proved in quality and seope for

he Eccentric and the whole
printing industry.

Perhaps the greatest step in
this direction was taken this an-
niversary mon! when The Ec.
centric added its own engraving
equipment, working _now  wil
F“‘“J. “vlninm" which "are replac-

e zines in a great many
flelds. o

e

Subseribers to the paper have
seen Friday publication dates, as
well as the Thursday date now
observed. The fiscal year of the
vaper. has moved from May to
March, but still it has gone on,
recording the events of the com-
munity around it, giving little
thought or attention to its own
hange.

e 3
THE FORMAT ‘has changed
llon’!'h-h everything else. From

a four-page paper, with the ﬁml
page made up almost 100 per cent
of advertising, to an average of
24-28 pages with page onc en-
tirely of news storics.

the it

corpus, trial by jury, p

avy nurse said she favored u | can

a
Couldn’t a Communist or sus-
pected Communist, then, = be
brought before the bar of justice
and if “praven guilty beyond a
reasonable doubt’, be punished
accordingly?

Don’t we already have the proc-
ess by which these Communists
be brought to account for
their sins of commission?

e
A CONGRESSIONAL investi-
gating committee has no power to
convict a_person, whether it is
probing, Communism or corrupt
snvcmmem officials. All it can
o is search for facts.

Only a court of law provides the
means whereby the state attempts
to prove guilt, and whereby the
defense attempts to maintain in-

of self-incriminati
leged communieation between hus-
band and wife, with doctor, cler-
gyman and lawyer, she admits:

e
“A GREAT MANY of us know
these rights and privileges were
encroached upon by various grand
juries. Much of that has been cor-
rected, but these rights should be
jealously guarded and never again
allowed to be violated by a polit
cal-minded judge or over-zealous
policeman.” .
But, 1l

€y

She says Communists seck to
destroy the American way of life,
therefore are our encmies,

She wants to know why we
permit Communists to be out on
bail, why they are not treated the
4ame as murderers and traitors?

i i to be leveled, black-to) and
onal pusranto, "':‘:: parking meters instatied ¢ would
ion, and privi-| long will it be before mus certainly take care of twice

ers, bribers,
| traffic s
! EVERYONE
to refuse to
inat uestions?
A ﬁsﬂ Joesn't stop to think that
when he swallows that nice,
ty worm (to satisfy his immed
ate hunger) he also will swallow
a hook fastened to a line that will
be reeled in, and that ultimately
the poor fish will be frying over|
the fire . . . all because he didn't |
|stop first to examine what kind |
{of a worm was floating past. |
|

thi
1

E TIMES and the former
nurse can’t agree with me,

IF TH
Navy
'd like

“1f

to ask them this:

the constitution were|
changed tq require Communists
ves to testify

how would

anyoné know wi

ther they were
telling lies or giving us truthful
answers — UNLES! WE HAD
PROOF TO BEGIN WITH?

en, if pr does ist,
why not take it to court and |

lions of loyal Americans. :

co-editarship o1 tas Uy
at

must

wonderful,

MRS. JOHN L.
139

fi
tain much of human
That's one reason why so man,
people read The Eceentric's Classh.

get such

try for a conviction?

¥ 5

has ith unists—but
d be dynamite for the mi

3

People’s

To the Editor:

I know our son John (Jack)
will be very proud when he finds
you have taken the news of his

"] enisonian
Denison Uniunltly out of the
With the Collegians” column and
laced it in your own “Bits of
irmingham,”

He will feel he has had the

gmu! compliment of being noticed

¥ a real newspapersman |
Out of a longstanding habit I
re The Eccentric is

McQUIGG,
5 Willow Lane ‘

To the Editor:

It seems to me that the parking

area behind the Wabeek building
offers a partial solution to_off-
street par

ing. If this area were

as
many cars as it does in its present
state of confusion.

MRS. W. M. McCARTHY
1010 Glenhurst

It is an accepted fact that Classi-

ed Ads in most newspapers con-
interest.

ed Ads . . . why our Classifieds {

od results

SERVICE
BIRMINGHAM
CLEANERS
Woodward at Adams Road
SHIRTS

DRY CLEANING
We Give S & H Green Stamps

SHE CONCLUDES, “By taking
away these itutional immun-
ics and privileges, only in regard

to subversive activities, but still

o
hav

¢ to listen to these traitors of

our country hidg behind ‘T re-

fuse to answer because it may

incriminate me’

are with the
get disgusted
nt that be.
tify because
But I'm not

Ti

in favor, as the
lady and im mak

1|
| We service Birmingham, Bloomfield Hills,
| Royal Oak and adjacent communities

Call Midwest 4-1814
APPLIANCES

S. WOODWARD

MILKS

—TELEVISION smwcrj

Through the years the volume
of strictly local news has slowly
forced out the very dramatic fic-
tion articles which made up a
great share of the carlier issucs.
The news has become more and
more ‘“metropolitan™ in flavor,
bringing it to the point that a
man no longer received reportor-
ial congratulations every time he
painted his house. \

In spite of the changes, it is
odd to go back through the issues
of G0 years ago, and note the |
similarity of items,

THE CONSTRUCTION of |
“proper school building” was news
in 1900. The condition of the vil-
lage streets brought acid com-
ments from the editors as the
efficiency (or lack of it, as the
case may have been) of the con-
Stable. Horses standing without
blankets, noisy parties, mischie-
vous boys, transportation facili-
ties, all came in for their share.

Speeding (some of those horses
really could go) and “parking”
were problems in 1900, too, just
as they are today.

Birmingham and The Birming-
ham Eccentric have changed a
great deal during the years from
1878 to 1062 — yet neither has
changed so muc!

Problems and accomplishments
repeat themselves. The worried
parents of 1900 had their “proper
school building” just as the wor-
ried parents of 1952 saw their
'wn' and daughters enter the new

and lovely high school.

Humanity, which makes up the |
community and the news, remains
pretty much the same.

It might

result in expensive water damage.
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trouble, and have repairs made promptly.
Finance the job with a low-cost home improve-
ment loan here. Come in and apply any time.
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