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Being a school board niember is
not Eimply hnvhs m attend “one
meeting & month — ureeully
when there is a new school in the

Members of the Birmingham
loud h-n become writers and
e the start of the
lchool up-nnon program in 1945,
They have also familiarized them-
selves with a great many more
construction details than most had
lenced before.
r jobs have included pre-
parin mlormnnve articles for
publication and numerous appe:
ances before elm organizations
and ‘PTA grou

SINCE THE actual construction B W.-SBAHOLM AMos CREGOKY

got underway they met almost
every week with contractors and
architects with many visits to the
eonl!r\lcuon site.

ke proud parents with an
cmly ehﬂd they watched each step
of the construction_through the
lone months before the actual
bulldln: began to take shape.

board membess Lecame

vl-lun. delegates to other\town:
and in turn welcomed the vidting
delegates who came here. Time!
after time one or more of the
board took to the site members of
other boards, educational autho
ities from distant nlaces and re
resentatives of Birmingham or-
ganizations.

THEY DESCRIBED in detail a
building not yet there and later
ylﬂ(ed their way through piles of

rth, new and scrap material,
lrnund workmen and up flights of
stairs which were little more than
a name, to show these visitors
around. |

No matter where they went, |
they were sure to meet someone )
who wanted to know all about the
building. They must have spoken |
millions of words about th,)lncz-,
hu! never once did their l(‘res(

MRS. L. B. SAPPINGTON

They knew that their town was
erecting one of the most modern
and most beautiful high schools in
the country. They knew that the |
taxpayers in their community had |
voted an “educational institution”
for their sons and daughters which |
would lead the field — not juil
now, bt for years to come ‘

THEY WERE PIOUD of the
building and as eager to see, it
completed us any of the students
who would attend it.

Few personnel changes have
been made on the board during |
the seven years which have gone |
into the planning and building of
the new scho

During the first few months Lee |
Joslyn was prl-u(dem of the hoard, |
to be succeeded by Ernest W. Sea. |
holm ‘at the' groun’s reorganiza-
tional meeting in Julv. The l»unnh
that vear also saw Mrs. Peter B.

Loomis elected for a Jone-, year | WILLIAM-SPENCE SUPT. DWIGHT B. IRELAND PRINCIPAL ROSS WAGNER

term.
Other members were \In Lewis
B. Sappington, Amos Gregory.

e These Three Also Lent a Hand

resignation lhlt Scplember

IN 1949 wm..m Spence was |
elected to the board, defeating |
Mrs. Loomis, The only other new-
comer to the group is Richard
Sauerbrun who, in 1950. defeated | #
Recu in the annual school elec-‘

D uring the past= few months, |
with the building finally occunied, |
other items have arisen on which |
board members have spent many |
hours.

They have heen planning the
many visits which groups have |
made to the new building. They
have taken guests from other
cities and states through and al-
ways in the backs of their minds

e been questions.about the

“public” ovening and dedication
of the building.

Ask any member of the Bir-
mingham school board about their |
jobs. Any one of them will tell
you, or they will tell you as a
group, that there’s a lot more to

Board Members Supermtendent Prmc,bal

it than meeting at Hill school MRS. PETER LOOMIS ROLAND REESE LEE JOSLYN

every third Tuesday

MANUFACTURERS ‘of the CHALKBOARDS and

Architeet Cites
High School’s Low
Construétion Cost

seliool, J. Robert
Associ-

is it is one of
lhe leuv, expen-ive schools in the

e have pretty well checked
Syures of current buildi

gTal

Swanson said, “and have fmmd
that the new high school here has
an extremely low cost per cubie
foot for the size and quality of
the building.

While material costs were the
same for all buildings that means
just one thing—good planning.

‘v

d them five years ago. They
had every step Agared ook ety
anything was done.

“The entire building program
was mapped so the actual work
aould be_ done with very little

ed effort. Problems were an-
cipated as far as possible and
the solutions Sgured out ahead of

Thn building is a monument
to careful study, careful planning
and coope -Iinn of 11 eonurnod
Everyone worl ard
good job and l (hlnk lhey hnvc
been very'successful,

Fall Term to See
More Than 1,000
|Enrolled at BHS

The “population” of the Bir-
mingham_ high school is currently
725 students, according to Mrs.
Stevens, accountant for the board
ot education.
the addition of grades now

school, which will be moved into

The most advanced machines are at thi

mendmg Barnum junior |high | chemistry laboratori
the high school at the beginning | "

EFFICIENT OPERATION IS A -“MUST"

in this well-planned (wood and metal working ahop.
e fingertips of students learning manual train ning.
(Eccentric Staff Photel

“EVERYTHING AT YOUR FINGERTIPS" is o phmn that cquid aptly describe the school's

t without his mo sh

The forces of electricity, gas and water can be summoned by the stu-
' 3 (Eccentric Staff Phote)

|of the fall term, the
| will top the one thousand mark,

This, Mrs. Stevens pointed  out.
|is based on “known” figures and
| contains the possibility of the ad-
dition of numerops other students
who may move linto the district
prior to that date.

THE TEACHING staff numbers |
33 at present, with additional in- |
structors to be added as class |
shifts are made. The exact num-
ber of teachers for the fall term

SWANSON ASSOCIATES ARCHITECTS
. Bloomfield Hills, Michigan

is not known, but will exceed PAUL 5. CALKINS HYDE and BOBBIO
ber X
m'f,.';‘:{:.'nf(,,\ to the teacking stafl, Structural Engineer Mochanical Engineers .
the new high school also has o Bloomfield Hills,. Michigan Detroit, Michigan
| stafl of 16 custodinl workers X
The 142 regular classroom WILCOX AND LAIRD
teachers employed by the Bir-
mingham school system in clemen- Landscape Architects
tary, junior high and high school Birmingham, Michigan
| depariments had an average of )
.5 years experience. L

Industrial and

&

| We consider it an honor to have done
[ ~ our share in the construction of the
| beautiful, new —

‘ - BIRMINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL

DONALD M. CHAFFEE

Owner
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