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A Free, Responsible and Agg;ressivc Press
Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense

Another Eventful Year x
Has Become History!

At the conclusion of today, Dec. 31, 1952,
another eventful year will have passed into
the pages of human history.

Years hence, wherf the record is read by
future generations, it will reveal the usual
statistics relating to mankind’s good and
evil deeds. Perhaps, too, historians may
be able to detect a slight improvement in
the over-all progress of people . .. in spite
of the continued existence of man’s in-
humanity to man. .

But on the individual basis (about which
historians pay little attention), some folks
have improved their lot very much, some
very little or not at all, and many some-
where in between.

INDEED, AS ONE grows older and runs
the gamut of human experiences, one is
inclined to the belief that security and
Happiness, in and ofi themselves, are not
guaranteed with the advent of one’s birth.
Security and happiness are conditions that
must be achieved by personal efforts. Even
when achievéd, they must be fought for

Quitting  Socialism

Some time ago Charles E. Wilson, for-
mer Defense Mobilizer, made public an
idea that had been germinating in his mind
since 1946. It is that all federally-owned
businesses be sold to private enterprise
This would be done by converting the busi-
nesses concerned into stock companies and
selling the shares to holders of govern-
ment bonds.

Since then, it is reported, Mr. Wilson has
received a flood of mail from all over the
country and from all kinds of people en-
endorsing - his proposal and expressing
their willingness to exchange their bonds
‘for the shares of stock. And on top of that,
the proposal has received warm praise and
support from those who want to save this
country from the blight of socialism.

N A RECENT article,»Pathfinder mag-
azine observed that Mr. Wilson’s plan has
six great points in its favor, running as
follows:

It would reduce the national debt by 10
per cent, for a total of some $27,000,-
000,000. It would reduce the interest on
this debt by about $750,000,000 a year. It
would produce a larger tax yield from prop-
erties which are now wholly or largely tax-

Pioneering Is Unlimited

Some people falsely believe that the era
of pioneering in this country passed on
when every part of the nation was ex-
plored and populated. Those pioneers did
their type of pioneering . . . but there still

- remains (and always will in a free land)
the need for more pioneering in those areas
that create and distribute wealth.

to be retained.

Yet, in our~own United States of Ameri-
ca, we have much to be grateful for. We
still have more freedom than any other
people on earth. We still have before us
unparalleled opportunities for personal and
national progress.

/ A

WE STILL LIVE in a land where one
can afford to trust his neighbor . . . and
we have emerged, as a nation, with an
historic necessity to do what we can to
help other freedom-loving nations achieve
security and happiness,

The year 1952 reveals itself as a peried
when goodness was never more challenged
by the forces of evil. And may we expect
that 1953 starts that period in human
affairs when mankind will begin to make
countable steps toward putting down the
forces of evil . .. to the end that men and
women, boys and girls, may truly come
into that promised land . . . of which
Christmas is the epitome . . . of “Peace on
earth and good will to all men . ..”

free and, in addition, are supported by our
taxes.

It would give more people a share in
U. S. production. It wquld break the trend
toward socialistic ownership of enterprise.
It would slow up the bureaucratic drive for
more big government,

THE SOCIALIST GOAL has been to
gain a political monopoly of essential re-
sources and services, notably electric
power, on a piece-meal ba: Mr. Wilson
touched on this in the speech in which he
disclosed his plan.

_ He said, “Down in Washington I've
watched our creeping paralysis of social-
ism-at work . .. We have to launch a sec-
ond-era of trust-busting and we need a
bigger stick than even Teddy Roosevelt
could swing: If the concentration of power
by business was bad for our country

—and it was—then the concentration of

It's hard to see how anyone who be-
lieves in freedom and opportunity—in all
the ideals and principals this country is
supposed to stand for—can quarrel with
that. Mr. Wilson's plan for stopping social-
ism cold is the soundest one yet proposed.

Economic and social pioneering, of an
enduring nature, will cease only when a
nation completely gets into the hands of
bureaucratic planners.

In brief, only when free competition,
within the pattern of capitalism, is smoth-
ered with the blanket of totalitarianism
will pioneering cease to have accepted
values.

Those days of mist and rain that pre-
ceded Christmas were not too well thought
of by most of us, for we'd rather have had
some nice white snow to blanket the earth.
Yet, from the standpoint of Birmingham’s
water supply, the rainfall was better than
snow. For rapid growing Birmingham
faces a constant lowering of the water
table . . . so rainfall is, indeed, a needed
blessing here.

It has been said that approximately
1,000 different kinds of skilled and semi-
skilled jobs, not including professional or
supervisory skills, are required to produce
one modern aircraft. This certainly proves
the interdependence of human beings.

It is said that the most illy dressed but,
best known figure in American life these
days is the national debt. It no doubt
needs the vigorous exercise of economy
thinking by all of us—taxpayer and tax-
spender alike—to reduce its corpulence.
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From The Eccentric's Point of View . . .

Human nature being what it is, it is not
expected that wide publicity relating to
the arrest and conviction of certain types
of law violators will prevent others from
currently doing the same evils. You may
eliminate all the moths in your home one
day ... but a few weeks later more will
appear.

Perhaps it is true that one characteristic
most people are not too extravagant in
using is good old common sense .. . served
with plenty of the sauce of calmness. Most
of us really know its value,. . . maybe the
fast tempo of modern life prevents us from
its wider use. -

- The federal government is, of course,
knee-deep in bureaucracy ; but that doesn’t
necessarily mean we have efficient and
economical government.

Pity the human being who, like a por-
cupine, always bristles with some negative
attitude toward others. Like the porcu-
pine, he probably gets no petting.
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l! So They Say . ..

Carlos P. Romulo, Philippine delegate to
United Nations, speaking of U. N.:
/'Give us your faith, your support, be-
lieve in us, and T am quite sure we will live
up to your highest expectations.”

Reuben Oppenheimer, Baltimore lawyer:

“Most Government Jawyers are capable
and sincere, although their ranks contain
a few rotten apples.”

Mrs. Frida Beckman, 79.year-old high

school senior,
“You're never old if you keep your mind
and eyes open.”

‘Durino, Son, | Lost the Way!”

SR

—————————— _
ONE THING OR ANOTHER By George Wm. Averill

Grand Trunk Western' Railroad
look for no cooperation

from right-of-way trespassers liv-
ing in the northest section of Bi. |
ham, particularly in the area
:é of Maple and east of the rail-

rouibl of young children bein
njundm:hih crossing the tmks‘.
v

“HER ATTITUDE to that wai
that if small children were proper-
y sy

v
ewerer, 0. C. Marquess super. Ty o TS Shey would
or

o
Grand Trunk, has prom
the-spot survey b
Juunr{ of the fence along the
right-of-way north of the Birming-
m commuter station. This
stretch of fence has several breaks
and holes in it, making it possible
for pre-school children to get onto

sed an on-| "To me, two things are apparent
from this statement.

First, that the trespassers are
| deliberately ignoring the hazards
they are creating for these young
.chi dren.

Secondly, they are attempting to

ise their ac-

woul
ébe subjected to injury.” (End of pe
)

No drivers mumbling & 3

en ‘T'm sorry” after

bloody rmlt’-vd their Y.
PR

Why is J. L. Hudson's tirrounds

ing its branch store in Southfield
township with 70 to 80 lively com-
titors ?

Northland's vice-presi it
peneral manager, Hopeba eai
ter, Jr., answered this question in
a talk he made last week before
the B'ham Rotary elub. - ‘
. “The average woman must stop
in three stores to compare pi
la handt

the tracks with no éffort at all.

In Marquess’ file on this problem
is the lr;‘lowin' statement da!
Dec. 9, 1952:

o

tions as harmless on the basis that

all intelligent parents should have

children who do everything they are
i t

s befors she ceases
|to be a becomes

opper and ®
lpurvhaur. (rlrp-nur said.

“Therefore; we are renting space
50

| told, or lacking this
s 1 rents can maintain a constant
“TO ILLUSTRATE the attitud hour wateh over everything their
of some of the residents in this|children do. )
area, I wish to advis¢ that some| A much higher, more impenetra-
time ago one of our officers noticed | ble fence seems to_me to be the
two women in this area crossing|answer to stopping the trespassing
from one side of track to the other. and thus ‘ protecting the young
“When stopped by our officer, | children.

they emphatically stated that they |
would not walk the extra one mile‘
|

As the new year begins, Bir-
mingham Police Chief Ralph W.
Moxley and his officers hope
they will see as they perform
their duties:

No dead or dying accident vic-
tims who have to be pried out of

or so in order to use the public
road in crossing our right-of-way.
At 7:30 a.m. Dec. 8, one of our |
officers accosted ——, age|
14, of - road, a student at|
School, as he was cutting

across our right-of-way at York-|

Happenings

Bits Of News Gleaned From Old
The items That Make Up The Historical Background |
Of The Birmingham Of Today.

of Long Ago

s Of The Eceentrie—

lon our property were, of cour

pled automobile wrecks;

No battered pedestrians who
have to be loaded onto stretch-
ers or carted away dead to the

shire road. {

“This youth, stated that on oc-

casions when his mother was un- |

able to drive him to the bus line,| morgue;

that he takes this short cut across| No ‘“bad news” calls which

our tracks. ¢ | turn joyful homes into scenes of
' SOrTOW ;

|

“THE HAZARDS of

Ads in The Eccentric

g
and men, too—can shop aroun
glon'!.l-nd, not merely come lmi‘
uy.
e R 3

HE EXPLAINED Hudson's was
| renting space to the best and most
| aggressive competitors for another
| reason—unless business is
|for these competitors Bs well as.
Hudson's branch stos, the opposi=
tion wouldn't be abld to pay their
rents and the entire project would
soon be operating in the red.

Carpenter revealed that rents for
first-floor space range from $3 to
$6.15 per square foot per year.

NEED SOMETHING FOR
| YOUR HOUSE? Then locate it
by reading or using tke. Classified

Sp:

50 YEARS AGO
i January 3, 1903
| You cannot trade Canadian coin
| for paper money, for Uncle Sam’s
{ postage stamps or any other sup-
| plies. Hear that now.
| Coasting is all the rage. The
boys, girls, Wm. C. Reynolds, city
marshal and Messrs. Goodwin are
all up in the air over this coasting
business.

| Miss Mollie Smith, the faithful
assistant at the postoffice whose
pleasant face and kindly manners
are so well known to the people of
Birmingham and vicinity, was the
recipient of an elegant umbrella
as a Christmas gift from the four
rural route carriers.

Rev. Mr. Bertram will begin
| special services in the M. E. church
a week from next Sunday eve-
ning. It is hoped that the social
interests of the season will be laid
{aside for the good of the soul.

| partment look after some danger-
| ous works, especially the using of
| an old large dry goods box for an
| ash house and kept on the second
| floor, in the largest building—and
| this, too, in the largest block in
| town. If this is continued the in-
surance companies will take up
| their agencies in the village. J. A.
Bigelow.

| 30 YEARS AGO

December 29, 1922
One Detroiter has doubts in his
{mind about Christmas ‘“cheer”.
After hiring a cab to bring him
| to Birmingham and running up a
bill of about $12, the gentleman
found himself in jail because
total resources were 17 cents.
|was placed on probation
promising to drink no more
likker.”

He
fter,
hard

Bids have been asked for the
annual audit of the village hooks
An audit by some uninterested par-
ty is provided for in the Village
Charter.

Plans are completed for the third
annual nter sports carnival to
be held here New Years Day. Ac-
tivities will get underway promptly

Will the fire marshal or fire de- |

at 1 p.m. at Quarton Lake. Several |
prizes will be provided for win-
| ners in the scheduled events

The formation of a group of

local business and professional
men, under the auspiced of the
local YMCA is be |
It will provide peri t
exercise, sports and good fellow- |
ship for the group during the win- |
ter months. !

‘v |

Herbert T. Baynes of Southfield, |
although only 26 years old, has |
just received a fourth place rat-
ing in a world-wide judging of
wheat growing. His exhibit was at
the International Livestock Exposi
| tion in Chicago.

15 YEARS AGO |

January 6, 1938 |
| James French Strother -rri\rd‘
in Birminghahm on Jan. 3, to claim |
the wealth of presents awaiting |
the 1938 baby. The winner is |
the son of Mr. and Mrs. John C.|
Strother, sreenwood. "

f
265

Irate citizens appeared before |
city commissioners Monday asking |
that official action be taken to, if |
force

necessary,
sidewalks fr
| parently Birr
residents who

little

_have
use for snowshovels.

or no

Prof. R. W. Kelso told Birming-
ham Rotarians and their guests
that housing in the United States
is a serious problem for all people.
He said the rapid growth of our
industrial life had created a seri-
ous problem in many areas and
that it must be dealt with imme-
diately

Postmaster J. A. Byrne said this
week that se: 1 hundred cards
and other pieces of Christmas mail
could not be delivered because of |
inadequate postage or improper |
addresses. He assured residents |
that all would be checked and |
where possible, delivery would be
made shortly |

Directors of the Birmingham
Federal Savings and Loan assoc
tion have announced a 3 per cent
dividend for savings and invest-
ment accounts. The payment will
cover the past six months.

HORSE SENSE AND NONSENSE |

BY ALICE E. MORGAN

e Abner sat by the fire one
evening, talking about holidays.
He back to the days
| when he was a little boy and told
s about the way Christmas was

n
Maybe it was better than now,
|maybe not,” he said. “We didn't
have all the things to buy that we
y. of course. I 'member
naking dolls for the girls
'd whittle the heads,
nd legs out of soft wood. Ma'd
| mal he bodies out of corn husk,
| cover 'em with cloth and then make
[the clothes. Right pretty they
| ware, too.

“For us boys, Pa'd make skis
{out of barre] staves and he'd make
our sleds, too. One y
bows: and 0
were pretty special 'cause he fig-
‘ured we were old enough to know
{how to use 'em, and he put steel
| tips on the arrows. We were the
|county big shots, believe me!"
'ncle Abner told about the car-
| ols sung at the little stone church,
too.

arms

|  WHOLE FAMILIES would pile
into the big sleigh and with the
horses snorting, and prancing and
the harness bell jingling, start out
|on a three or\ four mile drige
They'd sing all the way there,
| spend an hour at‘the church, most-
ly at song, and then sing all the
| way home.
| “That was fun,” Uncle Abner
| said, “but what I remember best
|is the church. |
“That poor little church really
bulged. Every family for miles

around came ‘and brought all the |E

kids. Everyone of 'em had on so

many clothes they were about twice | -

as big as usual.

“Off in one corner would be a|
great big tree, loaded with strings
of popcorn cranberries and pa-
per trimmin's the kids had made, |
Oranges and apples and little socks |
of candy were on it for the kids |
and packages for everybody|
stacked underneath. |

i

“There’d be all kinds of boughs
and trimmin’s around the church.
That old stove'd be red hot but
you could hardly see it for soap
stones and bags of salt to keep

warm on the way home.
There'd blankets, too, and the
{horsy smell'd mingle with the smell
of the fruit and boughs. It was

wonderful.

“One of us bigger bovs'd pump
the organ and Miss Polly'd go to
work on them Christmas hymns,
Golly! 1I'd like to go there again,
right now!"”

UNCLE ABNER rocked in si-
lence for a minute. His eyes, star- |
ing at the fire, saw himself a bov,
a ung man, a young lover. He
met “his girl” at one of these
Christmas sings, and married her
at the next one. He took his chil-
dren to a lot of them, too.

now,” he said suddenly, “an
old fashioned Christmas sing would
{®o over big today. 1 don't mean
gettin' together around the tree

or singin' carols on the street. 1
|mean goin’ to some little country
church, meetin’ all your neighbors
and_without fuss payin’ respects
to The New Baby.
| “People today'd like that sort of
thing just as much as [ did. Won-
der why we don’t try it?”

He stared deep into
again and we whispered among
|ourselves. Somewhere a cloc
struck—twelve long, deep notes.

Uncle Abner stirred, grabbed
| his shotgun and dashed to the door,
| shouting HAPPY NEW EAR

'VERYONE! as he pushed two

the fire

shells into the barrel.

|

‘ ?

Lawrence E. Smith l

Landscape Design and
Construction

135 N. WOODWARD

in the Wilson Buildi

Ph MI 4-2036

0 this youth, who di
not seem to think there was any
particular harm or danger to him-
self in so crossing our right-of-way.

“Our representative then called
on this boy’s mother, who stated
that she was aware of the fact
that when she was unable to drive
her son to the bus line, that he
took this short cut across our
tracks.

“‘She also stated that this fence
bas been either cut or down in var- |
i'us places for the past 15 years,
and that she often walked across
our tracks at Yorkshire road to
visit friends on the opposite side
of the tracks, as she was not going
to walk the extra distance as long |
as the fence was able to be gotten |
bver or cut. |

BLUEP:!

4254 N. Woodward
Mrs. then was informed || MICHIGAN'S OLDEST AND

of the bad example this set for the

younger children in this area, as

well as the hazards involving the
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Qur Wish For You
PROSPERITY
HEALTH
GOOD CHEER
to all

Hugh C. White

MULTIPLE LINE INSURANCE
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Opposite Municipal Bldg.
Birmingham, )

. A HAPPY NEW YEAR

Cwnems.  HUGH C. WHITE
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Telephone
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You'll enjoy the best hot water |
service possible with a truly | |
modern automatic electric water
heater. It's safe . . . automaric . . .
clean. .. dependable . .. as well
as thrifty . . . carefree ...
durable. Installation, including
wiring and plumbing, without
charge. Get your hot water the work-
free, worry-free way .. . getan
automatic electric water heater from
your appliance dealer or
neighborhood Edison office.

and

L\ Do you worry
about forgetting
to turn off

SEE YOUR DEALER or Detroit Edison




