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A Free, Reaponsiblé and Aggressive Press
Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense

Perhaps no modern, ;semi-zivilized na-
tion on,garth today (and this includes the
U.8.A.) has more terrible problems facing
it than does Great Britain.

Stripped of her former vast colonial pos-,
sessions, impoverished by two World Wars

-and four years of socialism, England to-
day is fighting for its very economic life.

INDEED, MOST OF HER citizens are
quite willing to sacrifice to regain sta-
bility . . . but the cards seem to be stacked
against her. Her centuries of glorious his-
tory are being dimmed by the Twentieth
Century technological era that allows man-

A Political Pay-off?

Just preceding the Nov. 4 election, it
looked as though John L. Lewis and his
mine workers were so mad at the Truman
administration for not giving them the
$1.90 per day increase that they might not
vote for Gov. Stevenson. . N
S0 President Truman invited Johp to the
White House for a little chat. John came
out smiling and the miners, then on a nén-

Cherishing Freedom

The founder of the chain store system
which bears his name, J. C. Penney, re-
cently said in the course of a speech,
“There are all sorts of statistics that can
be put together to show the extent of our
achievements, But they cannot be put
together to prove what their users say
they prove—that the quality of salesman-
ship is proved by our abundance.

“These statistics prove no such thing.
The fact that we have these conveniences
in greatest abundance proves only the
greatness of our people—and the prosper-
ity that comes to free people.”.

A little later on during his talk, Mr. Pen-
ney said: “We are going to have to sell a
word. It is a word called Freedom.”

RN

WE AMERICANS have every right to
be proud of our material achievements.
Our farms and factories produce goods in
quantities ‘and of qualities unknown in
most of the rest of the world. Our retail

kind to produce more, within reasonable
reach of natural resources.

Since Great Britain has few natural re-
sources from which to create wealth, she
faces the competition of new-born popula-
tions . . . and her ability to meet world
competition has greatly decreased.

BUT WITH IT ALL she has contributed
much of character and integrity, plus the
pattern of human freedom, to other na-
tions.

She is more td be pitied than censured.
Yet, fondly, we join with those who hope-
thére will always be an

working (but
back to work.

Cometh early December and Mr. Tru-
man over-rules ‘his Wage Stabilization
Board and grants the total raise. Natural-
ly, President Truman being a publie official
of great and high integrity, he wasn't pay-
ing off a political debt to Lewis . . . or
wasn't he?

“no-strike”) basis, went

stores are loaded not only with the neces- |
sities, but with a wealth of wares which |
world seem like utter luxuries to other
peoples. Our American standard of liv-
ing is unrivalled.” |
" All this is to the good. But, as Mr. Pen-
ney pointed out, we tend to lose sight of
the main cause of it. |
And that cause is freedom: freedom to |
work, freedom to own property, freedom
to follow the dictates of our own conscience
and ambition, freedom to take chances, |
freedom to be an individual in the fullest |
meaning of the term—above all, freedom
from the tyranny of a totalitarian state.

« s

THAT FREEDOM was our heritage.
But we can keep it only if we guard it,
nurture it, and dedicate ourselves to its
perpetuation.

Yes, that is the word we must sell—the |

|
word freedom, |

.

|From The Eccentric's Point of View . . .

If and when the CIO and the AFL be-
come one colossal finion, will that not con-
stitute-a labor monopoly? And since Con-
gress has legislated against monopoly in
any business segment of this natien, will
it,not also have to legislate against a labor
monopoly ? If free and open competition
is presumed to be the basis of our Ameri-
can society, then we think Congress will
have to muster sufficient honest courage
to place labor where it places the wealth
that labor produces.

Ambassador William O’Dwyer, our head
man in Mexico, has turned in his resigna-
tion to President Truman, knowing that
Gen. Eisenhower would not re-appoint him
after January 20, Just what the former
Mayor of &ew York City will do is not yet
stated by him. He is reported to have con-
sidered remaining in Mexico, and getting
into some kind of business. e hardly
would return to New York—not with a

grand jury there wanting to hear his side |

of the various rackets that flourished there
\\'I}:lt he was in the Mayor’s office. Truly,
Mister O'Dwyer is temporarily an exile.

An ancient and revered axiom of Eng-
lang goes: “The King is dead—long live
the King!" Meaning, of course, that Eng-
land is never without a reigning menarch,
be it King or Queen. The same axiom
mg,v be applied to our United States, when
stated: “One political party is dead—long
live another political party!” This was
shown in 1933 when President Hoover and
the Republican Party gave way to Presi-
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dent Franklin D. Roosevelt and the Demo-
cratic Party. Next January 20 it will be
in reverse, with Eisenhower taking over
from Truman.

Do you ever read the horoscopes that
some of the newspapers print? We have
looked "em over, now and then . . . and are
impressed with one fact: generally speak-
ing they endorse the Golden Rule and the
Ten Commandments.

| eel post was
| tied.

Men who are sinister at heart and dedi-
cated to the performance of evil things
upon others cannot be eéxpected to act like
angels. Reasoning, backed by logic and
morals, has no effect upon their attitudes.
Then why should we expect the men who
sit in Russia’s Kremlin to act like Chris-
tian people? The only way to eliminate
their kind is to oust them from power,
cither by physical forces from without,
from within, or a combination of both.

Southern California, once an area where
the warm sun shone a good deal of the
time, and where crops were plentiful and
profitable, is being bothered with smog,
which is a combination of smoke and fog.
Thus the Golden State, long desirous of
growing through industrial development,

now enjoys the out-pouring ef the factory |no longer will its voice alert
to the community carolling in Shain
Park.

chimneys . . . or does she? Five recent
weeks of smog from Ventura to San Diego
has cost farmers a half million dollars in
crop damage, just because the sun could
not get through. Well, one cannot have
his cake and eat it toq!

| So They Say ...

J. D, Bell, Colonel, U. S, 8th Army, in
Korea:
“No American army, anywhere ever be-
gan a winter better equipped and clothed
than the Eighth Army is now.”

Dr. Elton D. Trueblood, Quaker philoso-
pher:
“Ministers toduy . . . convert the con-
verted. They minister to those already
safely in the fold.”

John D. Hickerson, Assistant Secretary of
State:
“The best chance for an armistice in
Kored is for the United Nations to show
that it is united and resolute.”

a splendid program presented Dec.
10 by the members of the Birming-
ham Male Chorus and their guests
from
| Shop Quartette”.

the ' program was
balanced to suit the taste of
The large audience let no one hold |
a doubt as to whether or not they |
enjoyed themselves. [

Happenings

Bits Of News Gleaned From
The items That Make Up
OFf The Birmin

of Long Ago

Old Fi Of The Eccentrie—
The Historical Background
gham Of Today.

50 YEARS AGO

December 19, 1902
Birmingham Chapter, 0. E.
was hostess last week to the an
nual meeting of the Oakland Coun-

ty Association of Eastern S
Mrs. Emma Kutler of Pontiac was
named president while Mrs. W. A.

Burtraw of our own fair commu-
nity was elected vice-president.

One of the finest pieces’of hewed
oak timber seen in many a year
was brought to Birmingham one
d st week for shipment to

¥ inches and was 42 feet
long, a total of 2740 feet of lum-
ber. It was cut on the Ilyde farm
here.

Mrs. Edgar Parks has some new
and desirable Christmas novelties
which she will be pleased to sell at
her home on Henrictta street. She
has a few articles done in hurnt
work which are especially
ful and lovely.

The cold weather is with us hut
the coal is not. Theron B. Smith
took & trip to Buffalo last week to

vhy shipments are so long de-
d while Birmingham shivers.

Only those present at the YMCA
meeting Saturday evening can ap-
preciate what a grand organization
is before the young men of the
town. The good attendance is cer-
tainly encouraging.

30 YEARS AGO
December 13, 1922
Begimning Friday, Dec. 22, a
class in up-to-date ballroom danc-
ing will be held weckly in the Mac-
cabee Hall, Park block, under the
personal  supervision of Harry
Hicks of Detroft. The course of

eight lessons will include assem-

blies.
Postmaster Geo. H. Mitchell asks

the help of everyone in the mail-

ing of Christmas cards and pack-

ages. He said special hours would

be scheduled for Christmas week
ple could add much
ddressing all
ing that par-
wrapped and

H

y and s
securely

The PTA Council of Birmihgham
is asking closer cooperation be-
| tween members and non-members

500. It measured in the clear |

in the distribution of milk to
school children. Teachiers and mem-

rs_are supplying the milk and
shouldering the burden of serving
it daily. The Council points out

rs. | that the service goes to all chil-
| dren, and that non-members should |

lend their support.

Dolph Berli, associated with The

|ONE THING OR ANOTHER 7y George 1,

o

|_As far ‘as City Commissioner |
| Frank ' Rising is concerned, the |
[city'x first “Men's Night” on Dec. |
| 8 must have been a roaring success. |
| For the first time since his elec
| tion to the city commission a
|and a half ago, Rising
| culty that ht finding a spot near
the Municipal building to park so |
he could attend the meeting. |
" to drive around the block
|several times before ‘1 found a
| motorist who pulling out and
|leaving a space,” he explained to
ellow commissioners when he ar-
| rived a few minutes late.

Women weren't entirely ab-
sent from the gowntown area on
| “Mén's Night". Bul most of

them were seated in the fami
car, waiting for hubby to retur;

y sitters couldn’t
tained by some parents,
fathers “were observed
Jju

A few |

stores while |

poppa pped |
And some kiddies were wait- |
ing in the car with mama. |

Birmingbam city planners are
anxious to have drawn up the final
draft of the proposed off-street
parking amendment to the city's
zoning ordinance.

It's already been in the mill for
six months,” and several special
meetings have been held in an ef- |
fort to get it into final shape for |
submission to the city commission.

The proposed amendment would |
require all property to provi
some sort of off-street park
spaces, depending on the classi-
fication of a property is zoned.

if you want to take some of
the joy out of your Christmas
season, just remember that aft. |
er paying your December bills, |
income tax time is just around,
the corner.

| T like airports, believe they are |

| necessary, and predict a great fu-

| ture for this infant transportation
et] .

Eccentric for about two years has | m

accepted a position as general man-
ager of the Iron City Daily Re-
porter.

Bloomfield township board- has
| announced its plans to begin re-
lighting Woodward avenue at once.
At the same time new modern fix-
tures will probably be installed on
Maple Long Lake roads, too,
it was indicated.

15 YEARS
December 9
Another note from Santa Claus!
He tells us that he is very much
amazed and very tired—he had
434 letters from Birmingham boys
and girls t he cer-

AGO

d not know re were
y children in this

y small
community
Local merchants assure residents |
of plenty of extras for the Christ

mus dinner and all at a moderate |

cost. They report abundant sup.
plics of all meats and vegetables
and fruits with the cost below that
of prevailing prices a year ago.

Louis Hascall appeared before
city commissioners Monday night
und asked “what is underneath or
behind” the sudden activities of
Birmingham police in isuing over-
time and improper-parking tickets
in a commurlity “where most of the
people are decent, considerate and
law abiding."

Rotarian played host to 35 boys
and girls from the Oakland coun-
ty home at a Christmas party last
Sunday in the Community House.
The club sponsoref a_splendic
gram and presented each guest
with a gift

J. H. Sheridan of George street,
vesterday asked Birmingham peo.
ple to provide food for birds. The

But I can't help wondering how |
| the larger municipal units seem to
| be getting more and more power
| to interfere with the home lives
of the smaller communities.

The federal government can
come into town and condemn any
site it wishes for such necessary

(?) items_as postoffices, federa
buildings, "dam  sites, Army Air
Force gunnery ranges, etc

The state can shove through a
roud anywhere it wants, or tell

| yourself
|

‘| lights

cqu:nunilien on which roads they | the Kremlin tells
shall
monies.
And nefv we learn that big cities | says
like Detroit, se of a special |and it
chigan law, can come into any |icans are
other municipality and co
any of it desired fo
airport.

Det v | ele
Like in nearby Warren | using it
| Isn’t this

" principal work to the advan-
tage of little cities, too, does any-
one know?

Like Birmingham, forq #stance,
deciding that for the “health, wel-
fare and protection” of its resi-
dents who live here but work in

| YOUR HOUSE
| by reading or

spend gas and weight tax | conditions in the |
| Ame

in
Ads in The Eccen!

NEED SOMETHING FO

Then locate i
g the Classified
tric each week,

Averill

u about slum
ited States of
5 Us.
se of electricity is'a luxury,
is specially taxed. Yot Amer-
making so much money
ically every home has
nd is paying extra for
the Voice could say.

a wonderful fact to
“municipal condemna- | consider, fellow luxurians ?

Detroit, our residents should be
able to find a reserved place to
park, therefore the city of Bir-
mingham can condem a downtown
Detroit piece of property to be
used for parking by Birmingham
residents ?

Shouldn’t what's sauce for the
goose be sauce for the gander?

If you want to know how com-
plicated Birmingham city gov-
ernment can become, just get
involved in a street paving as-

ment. Unless the city paves

Iy around the block in
which ‘you live, you could find

volyed in up to three

2 Blocks

sessment districts over |

ALWAYS READY

to make your washday
easier

| BIRMINGHAM
| LAUNDROMAT

Free Parking, 8-8, Sat,—5 p-m.
1287 S. Woodward MI 4.8225
uth of Lincoln

of years—or until the |
block is surrounded by pavement. |
1 believe the city’s got about
the most complicated pavement
ing system it could possibly
It might be interesting
to find out how simply it might
be done. .

|

Years ago electric lights were
considered a luxury. Then, as,
everyone began to have them in-
stalled, they became a necdssity.
you know that for the
past seven or eight years, electric

have gone back into the |
luxury class again |

Or so the federal government
considers it.

Svery time you buy a new light
bulb, you pay 10 per cent luxury
tax. That's right, a luxury tax.
Although the electric power com-
panies liké to refer to it as an “ex-
cise tax”, it still is included in the
federal legislation that imposes a
luxury tax perfumes,

on urs,
Jewelry, shaving lof e
Come to think of it, the Voice

of America could use this

| Forget the Clock
Forget the Calendar

Sail the blue waters
of the Caribbean

Ask for descriptive literature,
we make all the arrangements.

BIRMINGHAM

its “broadeasts to the peopie || TRAVEL SERVICE

side the Iron C;
P of

ain.
the Communist-en-
don’t bflicve what

379 Hamilton Ave.
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| You wil
Christi

Hugh C. White
-

217 Pierce St.
Opposite Municipal Bldg.

Birmingham, Mich.

Your Christmas Tree

HUGH C. WHITE

BUY IT

at the
Y.M.CA. Lot

Il be helping support the Young Men's
an Association,

MULTIPLE LINE INSURANCE

Roberts

Telophone
Midwest 4-3610

AGENCY

frozen ground offers little, he re-
minded us, and the birds will be
grateful for the crusts of bread
and many other things which find
their way into garbage cans.

HORSE SENSE AND NONSENSE

BY ALICE E. MORGAN

A landmurk pus

| will nge to
| those of thos s who travel the
business section of, west Maple

frequently to no | see
slim steeple of the First Method-
ist church thrusting upward to-
ward the sky.

Residents

of the immediate
its familiar bell, calling its people
to worship. More of us will miss
it within the next few days, but

us

Speaking of carols, what is
there about Christmas music
which has so much greater ap-
peal than any other?.

Other religious holidays have
their music—hymns of- thanks-
giving, anthems of joyous tri-
umph, hymns of praise. f
them, no matter h,

have the appeal tha
simplest Christmas hymn holds.
And speaking of singing—it w

Royal Ouk, “The Beauty

Everyone did a splendid job, and
arrange:

hile we're on the subject of |
music and singing there are quite
a few women who agree with us |
that to have a chorus, all women |
or mixed voices, would be nice. |
We know the Musicale pro-
vides a vocal outlet for some of |
the community women, but—, |
There are quite a few of uy who |
like to sing but since we are |
anot join this afte
Primarily, our m

working,
Tou

interest is singing, having fun ‘f

neighborhood are going to miss |
I

together and getling a bang out t
voices

of the blending of our v
with those of athers of like
We don't have time for acf
ties which provide us with other ‘
programs, but we would like the
chance of a bit of voealizing
once a month or so on our own.

Music, it seems, is taking over
for us this week.

Ve've just finished a telephone
conversation with one of our resi-

dents who suggested how beauti- |

t even the

ful and_impressive it would be to |
have Christmas carols at the
creche in Shain Park.

“I take my children over to
| the creche every year,” she said,
| “and have always thought of the |
| added beauty music could give. A |
| loudspeaker “could be set directly
|over “the little building or even |
fastened to the tree, where the |
children could not reach it.

*“The music could be played soft-
ly enough not to disturb anyone |
| living in the immediate vicinity.
“We have managed to create an |

of reverence around the creche. |
To think of looking at it to the

accompaniment of such Christmas |
| music as “Silent Night, Holy
Night"—well, we'd really need o

kneeling bench placed before the
Manger Scene, then.”
We can't help but agree with |
her. i
General news adline is 4:30
p.m. each Tuesday. |

Feie™” PHONE MI 4-7724
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BLANKET

Best sleep you ever bad. Electri
sheets are made o give you that sleep.
Thousands of your neigh
sheets. How al

plement your furnishings . ..

rose, blue, green,
red, and yellow. Electric blankets and el

) 100, .

or neighborhood Ed

AUTOMATIC

ELECTRIC

blankets and electric

bors are enjoying the wonderful
warmth-without-weight of electric blankets and electric

You'll get years of wear, years of comfort from these
modera bed coverings. Blaokets in gay colors 1o com:
chartreuse,
lectric sheets are
easy o store and keep in condition, They launder beauti-

Make your selection at your electric appliance ‘dealer’s
ison office,  *




