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3"%-Mill Levy Passes by 5 to 1 Margin

THIS
and THAT

ByG.R.A.

President Truman’s eleaner-up-
f" of graft and corruption in the

er-l government as yet unnut
with much success—
hsva not read wher

has asked for bids on |
the - comstruction. of new prisons.
Maybe that will have to await the
-mv-l of a Republican adminis-| .

tration, (Incidentally, we = hope
that the rluner-npp!r, M_wbuld
Morr‘l Republi-

0 nds lhem

guilty of wrong-doing.) ‘
PR |
olly, lho-- Irish

l.ho |g e of them
waltked in Ih' lm! door of an |
Irish L--':, went u d

ntly celebrated
but the day
e because, |
he said, “l'm trying to forget it.” |
How sifly! Being able to live for
50 years in this dizzy century is
worth celebrating any time.

ty of trust in hi s
ly he failed to get able o

P

Once American doctors sub-
ur"ud to the belief that spinach
ty good for children.
Th en tboy n igreed that milk would
make the kxd;( row into strong
and healthy adults. Now, in con-
verition assembled, some of the
#edicos say-that even milk, alone,
eannpot save the human race. But
lll are agreed that some kind of
is necessary, at that,

I heartily ith the ma-
J.l‘“, in Mkbl.-nn thl--
who want the proposed
suomm Mackinac Slnlu

::H:;l bonds never to becom:

ation of the State-at:

It is only rlghl and fitting that,
beginning next January, Bess will
have her Harry back home in In-
dependence where she can keep
her eye on him. (P.S. will she be
able to keep him away from pen
and paper and nasty notes to
nasty people?)

Walnut Lake Residents
Still Face Drain Hazard

According to Walnut Lake resi-

ents, no action has been taken
a3 yet to correct the hazard at the
intersection of Sunnycrest and
Daintree_ roads.

Mrs. Gayle S. Chesterfield said
Monday that the county had placed
oad closed” signs on the street
approaches but that nothing had

een done to drain the flooded
area.

Requests \\'cre made to county
oﬂmlh Mar 14 when Susan
Moakes, 3, dnughm of Mr. a
Mrs. Gordon Moakes, fell through
the ice into several feet of water.
The water back-up is alleged to
come from a faulty drain at the
intersection.

This
Man's
Been |
; Framed ||

All he did was place some old
picture and mirror frames for
sale in The Eccentric Want Ad ||
Page and WHAMMO — tele-
phone calls, telegrams, calls at ||
home, letters all trying to pin ||

some money on him. {

PHONE MI 41100 ||
Ack for the Want Ad Desk ||

\Local Building Totals
{327.1,6’55 for Past Month

Normal (or Ligh

! Vacancies, 7
\Bond Issue |
Head Ballot

| By GEORGE WM. AVERILL |

Judging_ from past annual |
city elections, each vote cast |
next Monday will be worth
| about five times its normal
value, |

According to City Clerk |
Irene Hanley. there are 9.437 |
registered voters in Birming-
|ham. But based on past per- |
[formances, only in the’ neigh- |
(borhood of 2,000 will turn |
up at the polls during the 7 [

am. to 8 p.m. wnng hours.

In'1950, when only the city|

commission race was _involved, |
1775 out of u possible 7,835 vot. |
it lhmr ballots.
f the subsequent pop- |
ulation munw plus the fact that
several local propositions are on
the ballot, this year's vote cl~llng
is rxpom-d to be a bit high:

In Monda: election heclu:(‘
of no opposition, Incumbent City |
Commissioner  Charles Renfrew |
will be elected to a one-year term |
to fill out the unexpired term of |
former Mayor Chad M. Kmhu-
who resigned last August to m
to a new home in Bloomﬁeld Vll
!

HOWEVER, THERE are four
n secking one of the two 3-year |
ancies. These are Incumbent |
Richard Patterson; Robert Owcn’
and Vincent B. Watkins, who ran |
for the commission last year bul
were umuccnnful. and pohllul
newcomer Carl ngraham,

wo ellv ch-rm— amendments
and a 0 fire station band
issue nl-)o will be decided upon
Monday.

One’charter amendment wéfld |
permit the city to collect from
third parties any payments the
city would have to make under the
retirement system due to the re-
sponsibility of any third party.

he second proposed chapge in
the city charter would permit cre-
ation of a dity finance director
who would coordinate city budget
and financial opcnunm

CDNCERNING THIS part l.lcu-
G.|
|

1

ar amcndment, Mayor Dean
Beier explained Tuesday

“It should be unders\ood that |
|this finance amendment would
['permit the city to have closer con-
trol over its finances than it now |
does. Because of present charter |
limitations, budget control and|
finances are spread over several|
city officials and scveral depart- |
ments,

“The present churtcr does not |
enable the city commission to cen-
tralize this control in one person, |
With the present work load of |
the city urer’s office, it would '
be inadvisable to make it
this new city financial pllnmng
and coordination program.

Several vity pn-

T. INGRAHAM ROBT. S. OWENS

Two of these four candidates will be elected 1o 3-yeor terms as city commissioners

.. R

|An Edi torml

Reasons Why All Three
City Propositions
'Should Be Approved

Besides voling for three city commissioners, Bir-
mingham electors this coming Monday will be asked
to express their opinions on these other three matters:

1—Isstance of $350,000 in bonds to provide a new
fire station at Adams and Bowers streets and to add a
new pumper and acrial ladder truck to the city’s pres-
ent fire fighting equipment:

2—Amending of the city’s charter to enablc creation
of a city department of finance with a director. thus to
permit the financial planning and control to come
from one direction, rather than depending on each
separate department to do its own planning and con-
trolling.

3—A CHARTER AMENDMENT that would permit
recovery from a third party any payments the city
would be required to make to an unplm(‘c injured
or killed as a result of such third party’s action or re-
sponsibility

The Birmingham Eccentric recommends that the
electorate approve these three proposals and, discuss-
ing them in reverse order, here is why

The charter amendment to permit the city 1o collect
nl.mm(.on from third parties would correct an om:
in the city’s present retirement act. The city now
legally certain that such damages may be collected.
The amendment would make it prrfull\ clear it is
entitled to collect.

The second charter amendment—that of creating a
city finance dxrec!nhwuuld penml one person to
be résponsible for all I planning of the city.

vately have expressed concern|

over the $350,000 fire station bond
issue. They fear the necessary 60
per cent of those voting Monday
will not appreve the measure. thus
endangering the city’s fire insur-|
ance rating.

MONDAY NIGHT following the
city-commission meeting, one com- |
missioner remarked to a friend,

“If this bond issue doesn’t pass,
then only we commissioners are
to blame. Perha) we  haven't

d| made it clearly evident why Bir-

mingham needs this new fire sta- |
ion.’ |
— i

Local Credit Bureau |
Names Two New Olficersl‘
James Mason, CPA, 987 Oak-|
land, was named one of the direc. |
tors of the Birmingham Credit bu- |

reau at its meeting last week, He |
fill the term or the late Mm-’

nard Ash
Wilber Mnsnn l!ﬁl Stanley, of
acobson’s, was elected vice- presi-
dent of the bureau.

A total of 40 building permits
were issued through the Birming-
ham building inspector’s office last
month, representing a construc-
tion value of $274,655.

This represents a :- five
permits over the Marc! 1951 v.oul
“M&z?m valuation ‘was listed
t

makes -.n.um
Tesaired " ROVAL ™ M. com-
! PANY, PHONE

AT THE PRESENT TIME, city officials admit there
are 0o many cooks preparing this portion of the city’s
diet. The city manager, the city treasurer, many de-
partment heads currently are r -p(ma)bh‘ for, or are
handling, various phases of the city’s financial con-
trol. There is lack of coordination of all these depart-
mental budgets and accounts.

A city finance director would keep an eye on all
departmental budgets and sce that they are’lived up
to. He also would be the person to whom the city man-
ager and city commissioners could turn to for ‘advice
on present and future financial problems.

But the big concern before the voters this April 7
whether the city should spend £350,000 to bolster llh
seriously sagging fire defenses.

e

WEDO NOT MEAN to imply erit 1 of the fire de
partment personnel and equipment the city presently
has. The men are doing a wonderful job with what
facilities they have been provided.

The members of our fire department—from Chief
Vern Griffith on down through the ranks—have put in
many hours of hard work to keep Birmingham with
such a remarkably low fire loss consistently over the
years.

But they would be the first to udnul that Birmingham
today is h\mg on “borrowed time" regarding fire pro-
tection. How much more time the city has they refuse
to guess.

These facts tell why:

(See EDITORIAL, Page 2)

'Candidates’

R. M. PATTERSON

Statements

Continuing its lnng-esubllshvd‘

usto;
rie blourlplucnl
sketches and campaign statem |
of the commission candidates who
seek the voters' approval at next
Monday’s annual city election.

Four of the candidates—Rich: |
|ard Patterson, incumbent, Carl
| ingraham, V. B. Watkine and Rab |
ert Owen — are contesting for | {01
| election to one of the two zhreeJ
year term vacancies.

Charles Re. frew, incumbent, .s‘
{unoppaged-for the one-year term. |

V. B. Watkins |

One of the four candidates run- |
ning for a three-year term on the |
city commission is Vineent B.

V. B. WATKINS

'Revision in Retirement
Biographies, System Would Let City
Collect from 3rd Party

Third proposul on the April 7 ballot will be an amend-
ty charter which would proude the city with
means of reimbursement where death or injury of an em-
| plm ee is caused by acts of a third party

ment to the

two previous articles dis-+—
c\used the $350,000 bond issue
a new east side fire hall and
equipml‘nt and the proposed estab-
ment of a new city department

or finance,
The propnscd nmcndmenl to the
y’s retirement
system, would
stipulate that
when an accident
involving a city
employee occurs

LAST
OF THREE
ARTICLES

| Watkins, 587 Henley. Last spring |
he was an unsuccessful candidate |
for a one-year term.

He has been principal quner
|and co-operator of Grand
dry of Detroit for eight years and

Where to Vote ||

i| Precinet 1— ’
Reedemer Lutheran *
Church

Precinet 2—
Holy Name School

{| Pre et 3

Adams

chool
|| Precinet 4
Municipal Buile

L, 11,°1949 gas explosion

|| Precinet 5— | fCaunO(sI for the administrator
T Q) |of Mr, Carroll’s estate contended

|| Torry School | that the local ruling applied only

Precinet 6—

New YMCA Bldg.
Precinet 7—

Grand Trunk Station
Precinct 8—

B’ham High School

Polls Open
| 7AM. To8P

| heirs collect from the city, their

\dxdn'c concern the administrator
te.

third party, the
| city has a right for a claim against
|the faulty sgency,

CITY MANAGER Donald C.
Egbert explains, “If the city pays
an employee or his heirs in case
of an accident or death, the
| amendment would provide us with
the rights to a claim against the
third party.

“This would mean_that when
either the accident victim or his

n.hu t0 a reimbursement against
|a third pany will be taken over
| by _the
Need for a change in the|
amendment resulted from the re-
cent litigation in Federal Ccurt in
Detroit, arising out of the death
of Blrmmgh-m Fireman Lee Car- |
{Toll, who was killed in the Dec.

to a person receiving benefits and
of an
IN ADDITIDN TO the three

STRICTLY FRESH
m

HEN a Texas plumber was
asked if he lhnu.hl his 17th
some sort of

has been in the laundry business
| for 23 years. He moved to'Bir-
mlnxh-m even years ago.

al is a member of .the
\F:r‘! Pmbyumn church; Rourg
|of Detroit; Det'ron Alumni clul
of Phi Delta Theta; director of
‘the Mnchinn state laundry asso-
ciation; and director and vice-
prnident of the Detroit Institute
|of Laundering; direclur, Frien,
of Baldwin Public Library.

In addition, he has served two
years on the board of education
at Haworth,

He holds a BA degree {mm
Knox College Glleiburz. .

“1 CONSIDEI IT the duty of
the city commission to see that
adequate operating services are |
maintained at minimum costs,”
Watking said.

The replacement of roads lnd

inadequate sewers should be

ible within tha
nancing.

“I favor the long range major |

improvements in the water de-|

partment and sewage and garbage | 4

disposal.

“The jssues on the ballot at this
election for a new fire house and |
the appointment of a director of |

(See CANDIDATES, Page 3)

record, we'll bet that he answered,
“I do! I do! l dnl I do' Ido!.

Comfort for Houlewlvu, It you
think your house-cleaning is a lot
of work, think of the job that re-
mains to be ﬂ.onl‘ ln.wuhhulon.

A bar of soap was one of the
few clues police had to work on

in a $2,400,000 burglary in Reno,
it perhaps

| Nev. enough to make
the culprits come clnn

Spﬁng is uu ﬂme of year when
people who have saved money all
winter start planning the fall va-
cationr they'll spend all summer
looking torwurd tn

Wonder vllly Lhey don't build a
permanent building to house the
“temporary” Korean truce talks.

CHARLES RENFREW
Has no_ opposition

questions and the race for three
city commission posts, two library
board positions and a constable’s
lerm will be on the b 1

wever, there will be no con-
test (or the library bo.rd and con-
stable positions.

Incumbents Mrs. Mary Lambie | 5,50

and Merrill C. Adams were the
only persons who filed petitions |
for the two threeqear library |
oard terms. Hart Yadd is the |
sole candidate for constable.

MacArthur
Will Speak
Here May 16

General Douglas MacArthur and
Mrs. MacArthur will make a five-
minute stop in Birmingham Friday
morning, May 16, at which time he
will speak for a few minutes from
the city hall steps.

is was arranged by State
Represen ve Howard R. Estes,
of Birmingham, who informed The
Eccentric yesterday from Lansing
ahnlll the arrange

The day befor

in Lansing, the|
wife will be griests

General a
of "the Michigan Legislaturé and
the Michigan Press Association.

The General will deliver a lurmnli
ddr

guest at a luncheon at Kellogg
Center, m\'nn b\ lhv: MPA.

GENERAL MacARTHUR'S visit
|here was arranged by Rep.
in conjunction with Rep. William
| Broomfield of Royal Oak, chair-
man of the MacArthur host com-
mittee for the state.
neral MacArthur’s route May
16 from Lansing to Detroit will
take him through Howell, Pontiac,
Birmingham and Royal Oak. He
will make brief talks in each of
these cities.

Birmingham's ~ Mayor  Dean
Beier will join Estes in welcoming
the General here.

Birmingham Sets Record |

With Prompt Payment

Of 1951-52 Tax Levies
City Treasurer Russell T. Ber-

er said this week that tax col-
ections in the city are the high-

est in years.
Of the $692,314.74 levy due
July 1, 1851, tax returns showed
3,601.06 had been paid by

Feb. 29, according to Berger, who
said this represented 97.30 of the
entire levy.

“Last year's collection was high-
er than those of past years,” e
said, “but did not equal the pres-
ent gain.”

At that time 97.15 per cent of
the $602,899.19 levy, or $585,708
was collected.

Berger said school and county
taxes this year had a total of $1,-

11,627 Say

t) Vote Expected Monday

‘Yes’, 299
Vote ‘No’

By more than a 5 to 1 vote,
Birmingham school district *
electors in a special.election
Monday approved the levy:
ing of a special 3% mill tax
for the next five years.

The vote was 1,627 for,
onlz 299 against.

e txcellem. spring weather
failed to bring out more than the
usual number of voters in a sehool
election. Only nn persons| went
to the polls, sl over 10 per
cent of the elumlkd 18,500 reg-
ll!;qed school district electors.

ve years ago, ng on a
similar upecill tax levy, 1,848
turned out.

HERE 1S5 'I’HE hbuhhon of
Monday's vote:

’Yn' ‘Ne’  Tetal

Votes Votes Votes

466 85 568

461 56 B4l

15 54 21

84 422

b5—Franklin 91 11 106
|6—Bloomfield 67 3 78
7—Walnut Lake 60 6 68
| TOTALS 1627 299 1994

| (68 ballots were improperly mark-
ed by voters and were voided)
The new 8'4-mill levy replaces
a special 5-mill tax which expired
last December.
SPEAKINC FOR the board of
education, Board President Ernest

w, huho]m said Tuesday meorn-
ing: “It is gratifying to see the
pu bhcs response to this import.

ant election. We are hlpry that
they have taken such an interest
in the school district and have
1uch & constructive attitude con-
cerning its financial problems.
"Hondlys results will enable
us to continue to give the Bir-
ngham school distriet the fine
tduuuonnl facilities and o
tunmu to which it is enti and
come to expect.”
of Schools Dwight B. lre-
llnd when the election outcome
was known a couple of hours after
|'the polls closed Mondly at 8 p.m.,
xssued the lnllowmg comment:

“THE ADMINISTIATIVE staff
of the Birmingham public schools
|is l'xl!l‘m("y gratified over Mon-
| day’s election results.

“1\ vote of thanks should be
%iw.‘n to the League of Women
oters for its efforts to inform
school electors on this issue and
the.suggestion to vote.

“Members of the PTA council
|and the PTA organizations within

|the schaols cooperated in a ver:

fine manner in supporting !hg
issue,

“The excellent editorial in last
week’s Birmingham Eccentric and
lhn support of all other papers in

he school district was deeply ap-
prmne

“Many bulletins of churches,
service clubs, and other commu-
nity organizations reminded peo-
ple to exercise their right to vote,
Undoubtedly there was a greal
deal of effort put forth that wls
not known to the board of edu-
cation.

“A VOTE OF thanks is extend-

"|ed to everyone whu cooperated in

such a fine way to make this elec-
tion successful.

“The. fact that almost as many
people voted on this issue as voted
on the big bond issue a year ago
is encouraging. It was really an
expression of the community in
support of this levy.”

In the past four weeks, the
board of education held special
discussions with local groups, in-
cludis all PTA units, and ex-
plained the facts behind the elec-
tion to more than 3,000 persons.

Extension of this s
‘was necessitated because the Bir-
mln(hlrn school dlnlrlet is \mlble

rrovlde its present
hc Iltlel merely !mm thn pomon

16-mill limitation left it
lﬂer the counl{ and townships
take out what they want.

County to Pay $10,500
On West Maple Paving

City Manager Donald Egbert has
been notifi that the Oakland
countg road commission will pay
0106 0 of the construction costs
of new pavement on Maple west
of the new bridge to Linden.

Egbert said City Enginéer L.
R, Care had prepared an estimats
of $10.222.31, excl

neering, ml
county prehrred to settle for
definite amount.
The city treasurer has been in-
structed to bill the Oakland coun-
ty road commission in accordance
with this agreement.

022,575.30, of Which §955,660.28,
or approximately 94 per cent
been paid.
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If You que Opyinions or Preferences, Then Vote Them Monday




