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There's been a mighty roar going up recently about the

lent’s seizure of the steel industry. and columns
of stuff have been printed assailing the act as being that of
a dictator. Orators have been straining themselves shouting
from the housetops at the iniquitous act. Law suits have been
started in many courts, in the hope that one Federal judge can
be found who will decide the case in line with the public
clamor, /

After reading some of these spoutings, especially to the
effect that such an act bad never been committed before,
we became a bit curious. And without in any way agree-
ing with, or condoning the present obnoxious act, we were
amazed to find bow many presidents bad used their “in.
berent powers” before this time.

_The first public clamor against the use of ipherent powers
rose up in this country when George Washington—without
consulting Congress—declared this country’s neutrality in the
war between Britain and France. This was in 1793, and the
populace screamed that ours was to become a government of
laws, not a government of men.

Many, if not all, of the early presidents used this in-
berent power on many occasions, Most of these early acts
were not questioned, and no legislation was passed to cur-
tail this use of executive autbority. Finally Andrew [ack-
som went 100 far—in the opinion of the press and politi-
cians of bis day—and impeacbment proceedings were com-
menced against bim. But be remained in office.

Without doubt Abraham Lincoln used the powérs which he
believed inherent to his office more than any other presid
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He was in a somewhat different position, however, than now
exists. In the middle of a war between the states, he never
failed to do what he thought necessary simply because there
‘was no law permitting him to act. In April of 1861 Lincoln
ordered the secretary of war to take over the railway and tele-
graph lines from Washington to Annapolis. As soon as Fort

Sumpter was fired upon he issued orders increasing the size *

of the army and navy. At one time, when Congress was too
slow for him, he used the nation’s credit to borrow a quarter
of a million dollars needed desperately for the carrying on of
the war. He established censorship of the mails, and finally
“issued his famous Emancipation Proclamation without any valid
legal authority.

Presidents after Lincoln continzced to use this intangible
inberent power of the office in many ways. President
Cleveland sent Federal troops into Chicago, in 1894, when
the Pullman strike got bloody and out of band. President
McKinley ordered a blockade of Cuba. Theodore Roose-
wvelt, before be became president and while Assistant Secre-
tary of the Navy, ordered Dewey 10 storm and take Manil-
la. No law or Congressional sanction existed for any of
these acts.

Many of us can remember the actions taken in the name of
these inherent powers by President Wilson during the first
World War. Sdill more of us can remember just how Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt ordered the nation's banks closed—without
legal authority—and then went blandly on for years doing
whatever he currently thought necessary, only-to seek and get
authority for the acts later.

" s long as we bave presidents of varying capabilities,

Jong as the inberent powers in the office of President
ﬁ not defined by statute, just so long will we bave acts
Wl sorts committed in the name of these powers. Actual-

i the seizure of the steel industry does not differ much
9 thelseizure of the railroad in 1950, Nor does this
Latest exbibition of the use of inberent power differ in kind
from otber acts coming earlier in our bistory. The differ-
ence is largely in degree, and the surrounding facts differ.
Truman seized the stéel indusiry when there was a law on
the books providing for anotber 'method.

Thie dangers of the use of the presidential powets are well
demonstrated in this latest act. The people can well lose their
libesties and their properties if the continuation of such acts is
not stopped. The time seems to be here when these so-called
inberent powers of the president should he defined by law.
It's much better to have these powers enumerated than it is to
80,00 with a system permitting the use of these powers limited
only.by the president’s concept of what they are. Unless Con-
gress, and the people, do something to protect their liberties
and their properties, we may well see a continued  extension
of these executive powers beyond the point of safety.

All of which is a pretty long bistory lesson during this
bot weatber. But if these warm days continue with us so
carly, you ladies will surely be wanting 10 see the large
collection of play clothes as the Village Store. This year
the colors and fabrics seem more beautiful than ever, and
the styling of all sorts of outdoor clothes bas mever been
equalled. If you wait 100 long you'll find that your neigh-
bors bave all those perfectly matched play clothes, and
youlll be trying to match some seersucker.with sailcloth.
We'll be looking for you, and you'll be welcome.
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The Oakland County road com-
mission has scheduled over seven
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township roads if the Michigan
Supreme Court rules favorably on
the gas increase tax.
Supervisor Norman Barnard
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- ;To Be Repaired Shortly

| An appropriation of $1,200 has
{been approved by Birmingham
commissioners for badly needed
repairs to the steps at Baldwin
| public library. For the past sey-
eral weeks the ity has kept flares
burning there every evening be-
, cause of the condition of the steps.
| New steps will be of concrete
with a steel nosing, replacing the
present brick steps.

BOWLING
SCORES

Lake road from Adams to Crooks,
two miles on Crooks from Wattles
to South boulevard, one-half mile
on Crooks between Clawson city
limits and Maple, one and one-
quarter miles on Livernais from
Maple to the high school and two
miles on East Maple between
Coolidge and Livernois.

The program, if carried out,
will cost an approximated $143,”
973.60 according to Barnard.

| Sidewalk Approved

Birmingham city commissioners
have approved the necessity of
sidewalk construction on South-
lawn- boulevard, and ordered the |
creation of a special assessment |
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H0BBY JEANS
‘ SPOIT';T PLAY,

HOBBIES

Everyone's wearing these smart, sturdy, washable Hobby
Jeans by famous Brentwood. Big patch pockets, front and
back. Easy-fitting elastic waist—no belt required. In tough
denims, smart Butcher linen and tropicals. Choice of fash-
ionable colors. Wear them with Brentwood basque shirts
—they go together!

HOBBY JEANS from $5.00 BASQUE SHIRTS from $3.50
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attend their wedding, plan carefully to commemorate
the event for them with an ideal Gift—remembering
always it is the Gifts that last, and not those of the mere

fleeting moment that are the most deeply appreciated.
Wedding Gifts from LaBelles are certain to bring

N '
you a markedly sincere expression of gratefulness in ¢

her “Thank You”

Birmingham's Shop of Gifts and Books
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