rial Page

5 g

repeatedly have approved other
:zylie expenditures in the past? Espe-
cially when we recall that of all our city
services, the fire department probably
stands out as the most efficient, least ex-
travagant.”

Amenapouibumdme-mhu
Is Democracy’s First Line of Defense

Why Voters Turned Down New Fire Hall

g s

duct of the city’s affairs. It should, and'
we hope it does. :

In the meantime, the problem of ade-
quate fire facilities for Birmingham still
exists. No doubt it will be presented
again to the’voters—indeed, it will have
to be, if local fire insurance rates are to
be kepf where they now are, and if local
people expect (which they do) a maxi-
mum of fire prevention services in their

Well, the gentl poses a questi
doesn’t he? {
Have you, Dear Reader, figured out

just.why, on April 7, the $350,000 bond |

issue for the proposedt new east side fire
hall lost by 69 votes?

It seems to us that several reasons lie
behind the defeat of the bond issue.

e
-, FIRST, THERE IS THE traditional re-
sistance of human beings to extra taxes
being levied against them. Normally,
most people are agreeable to the support
of community npeds, with attendant
expenses. 5

But, today, with the terrific demands
of the state and federal governments on
the public purse, people are more tax
conscious than ever, more unwilling vol-
untarily to assume more taxation.

So, since local government is close 1o

more controllable by them, they
manifest their attitudes more easily on
local governmental issues. It is.easy, then,
to oppose local tax levies. That's what
happened April®7 and helped to defeat
the fire hall bond issue.

(In case you say: “Yes, but then why
did the voters, just a week before, ap-
prove the 3% mill tax for the
schools?” The answer to that, of course,
lies in the fact that people are more re-
sponsive to school needs than to city
needs. They believe that education means

public. .

[From Our Pont of View|

® Again, as always at this time o’ year,
may we join mijllions of Americans who
say: “Hail to baseball!” From the day he
can hold a little bat, or throw a ball,
American kids generally become inter-
ested in this great game; and a love of it
remains until the Big Umpire calls the
last strike. Indeed, how splendid are
practically all games of sport for the
spirit and body of mankind.

® We have seen Senator Kerr, the Okla-
homa oil baron, on TV several times and
he impresses us as the kind of Sunday
sehool superintendent who, during the
rest of the week, worships Mammon. In-
deed, he spouts like a ten-thousand-bar-
rel-per-day well . . . gas, that is. And now

* he wants to follow Harry S. Truman into’

the White House! Well, we aren’t going
to worry too much over his chances of
making it.

® You may say what you like about the
modern ' politician, but what does that
get you? Talk without action is just talk!

® Perhaps one of the best current in-

more to the home than the less colorful
services given by the city.)

ANOTHER, AND WE THINK. yery
important reason why the voters did not
approve the fire hall bond issue is, to put
it simply and bluntly, they have lost con-
siderable confidence in the ability of the
City Hall economically and efficiently to
plan some of the physical expansion
needs of Birmingham. For example,
there has been the West Maple bridge

ject mess. |
pr;‘irsl, the city asked for a bond issue
of $50,000, and most local people be-
lieved when they approved it that they
were paying for the whole completed
bridge ang street improvement.

Time goes on, the bridge is built, and
then the city asks for $99,000 in the form
of a bond issua to complete the job. This
second bond issue, though it carried, ruf-
fled plenty of local taxpayers.

ON TOP OF THIS second bond issue,
the city gets itself into a lawsuit over ex-
tending a thoroughfare through the tri-
angular city park at Southfield and West
Maple . . . and that brings about further
eriticism of the City Hall by the voters.

Too, there are other local improve-
ments started by city officials, such as

' sewer and road improvement projects
where additional special assessments were
levied. These additional levies, 11

American taxpayers make
these days is when Congress appropriates
a sum of money with which to carry on
an investigation. This is not to say that all
i igations bring in adeq harvests;
but enough of them do to alarm some,
scare many, and now and then put some
evildoers in jail. Without investigations,
imagine how bad affairs might get!

® The word “billion” for many genera.
tions in this nation was used exclusively
in astronomical circles. It is recalled that
it took the combined efforts of New and
Fair Dealers to popularize this word in
commonplace usage.

I\‘SoTlleySay...

Juan Peron, President of Argentina:

“Empires may continue to exist only
when they are capable of winning (wars)
by themselves.” . B

Dr. H. S. Maverson, chairman, Dep:rt-

Happenings

of Long Ago

Bite Of Nows Gleaned From Old Files Of The Besanirie—
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wipe out one,
Al or nearly all, I believe, hav-
ing to do with oy series of
Sy of it in the b
errors are no bit
city administration w‘ﬂﬂu the
m—amw an-
out years ‘was to put
more and
3

310 Southfield,

To the Editor;

T think T can speak for most, if
not all, of the residents of Bloom-
field Vi when T say that we
like and feel a warm friendliness

. ¢ in Bir-
mingham and environs are invited
to meet with the Rev. M. H. Bar-
tram at the M. E. Church to make

len comrades and others who have
died in the defense of their coun-

’
‘Some careless and ungrateful
customer borrowed the editor's

, Mr. Man, the
glitor has to_clean some ‘cave
rough and wash some windows—
would you please bring it back?

Here is a chance for some tal-
ented boys and girls to take les-
sons in vocal culture in Birming-
ham, arrie Brown who has
a very nice voice, carefully culti-
vated, will sharg her knowledge
and experience with our young
people for a very nominal sum.

. r
Neil Blumberg who has had a
good lot of experience in the ice
|cream soda business is going to
| put it to good use this summer by
operating a soda fountain in
Feathgrstone’s restaurant,

e

Gentle spring does not seem to
catch on in any great hurry this
year at all—at all, much o the
sorrow of numerous coal bins in
this vicinity.

A
20 YEARS AGO
April 21, 1932
Per A. Vaughan, township
supeervisor, is issuing an appeal
for vacant {and to be used by area
residents for garden plots. He
said several persons had register-
ed with the township for gardens
and all available plots had been
assigngd.

e

der the sponsorship of the
Birmingham Exchange club a free
dental clinic for school children
was held in J. F. Hollister's
office Saturday. Examinations and

+ | treatment will continue by private

dentists here as long as the need

remains.

each afternoon and evening to
show residents the ouse
plays in community service. The
series are a part of the fund rais-
ing campaign plans.
R

Fire Cxl V. W. (Griffith said
no dam: resulted from the
alarm at the Macauléy home, 208
E. Brown Monday morning. He
said a heater coil had burst, fill-
ing the house with steam.

v

Cash prizes are being offered to
area school  children® by  Cran.
brook Institute of Secience in a
bird coloring contest. The out-
lines to be colored| are drawn
from posed birds constituting the
Institute’s habitat groupings.

| April 24, 1947
Effective immediately, dogs will
nodunxer be permitted to enter
fos establishments, | either res!
taurants or stores, in Birming;
ham. City commissioners madq
their decision Monday in amend,
ing ‘the city’s health ordinance, |

e oe
A garage to house five school
| buses “will be erected at Pierca
school, between the athletic field
|and Southlawn. Th
ment was made today by Dwight
| B. Treland, school superintendent.
| PR

The 25th anniversary Roll Call
of ' the Bi C i

Free movies of Community
House activities are being shown |the park f

eme;
Iy
p:uh:‘
. And of other |nity in jeopardy. .
omnumrnbly, Mr; Dale Miller
in’his “gnswer to Bloomfield Hills
resident” ‘would appear ‘to share
this view,
However, the apparent satisfac-
tion with their community of a
jority - of the | resi-

that commu-

LR
IT SEEMED thdse in this panic
wcn;l de{um(ud to ueompll-hlhr
much o eir program as possible
before the law, lhu{l lazy, could
interrupt. And finaily the' boom |less voe
was lowered in the form of a tem- | dents of|
porary injunction, now perma- | Surance that
nent. in saying
Long before River Rouge was | the Village
spanned by a bridge, completed |and mos
but. unused to date, crew after |loyalty to our ewn community,

crew of surveyors were swarming | I cannot refrain from pointing
into Baldwin' Park, laying out
roads in almost pattern ¢

out, therefore, that Mr. Miller as-
med  unwarranted license in

HAVE YOU?

Investigated Comprehensive
‘Personal Liability Insurance.
Let us give you complete
information.

Hugh C. White

House opens today under the

chairmanship of Mrs. Cassius P.

Miller. The current budget calls

for the raisifig of $30,000 by pop-|

ular subscription this year. 1
.

William Torrence, 444 Lincoln,
has been elected president of the|
Birmingham * Rotary club. Tor-
rence will be installed gt the July.
1 meeting.

In honor of the “grand old man
of 'Birmingkam” the Cummings
Street Park has been changed to
the John B. Howarth memorial

k. Commissioner Milton Mal-
ender said “this is-a fitting trib-
ute to a wonderful citizen,”

ment of Physiology, Tulane Uni :
8 y

“Man was never meant to stand on two

legs.”
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'Yy
antagonized many local taxpayers who
again ask: “Doesn’t the City Hall know
what it is doing when it starts a project?”

This eritical state of ‘mind played its
important part in defeating the fire hall
bond issue April 7.

PERHAPS THIS DEFEAT, (one of
the very few such in the history of Bir-
mngh:gl) will have a beneficial effect

upon the officials responsible for the con- |
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PAUL NEAL AVERILL Business Manager
GEORGE WM. AVERILL Managin,
_HAROLD P. BUERGE Advertising

Eccentric is @ member of : Nationa] Editorial
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| HORSE SENSE AND NONSENSE

BY ALICE E. MORGAN

Big " Hearted
Never having been a hobo we
are unable to vouch for the au-
thenticity of the common belief
that tramps leave “signs” on
houses. Signs that are easily read
by fellow-tramps, who know
whether the home harbors an un-
sociable dog or whether the lad;
|of the house is generous VI“K

lunches and old clothing,
If there is such a system, and

the blind through the purchase of

the little white canes.

wShortli'i l; willﬂble u.ll;d upon
support the activities of groups

workﬂlx with and for war vet.

erans, and throughout the entire

community the poppies will bloom
in.

Constantly its churches are giv-
|ing. Hel, ing support hospitals
[Bere and a oroad through its mis-
sionary work. Helping to support
|schools ‘and " homes ® which.  are
chureh

-
2

it extends to he
ity of should have

The Eccentric will publish contributed material
providing it has news value. Suggestions are wel-
comed. Any erroneous reflection upon the char-
-acter, standing or reputation of any person, firm
or corporation, which may appear in rht columns
of entrie  will gladly corrected if
brought to the publisher’s attention.

v
. ONE THING

How ta.gét oul the vote, wheth-
er it be for a I
electie

rrhpﬁ

real reason. why people stay

away from_the polls in is

because these non-voters have

nothin, consider attractive | ha
en to lure them into casting a

1, They :?crud have given up

the idea vuung’boum‘azy no

feel it is a civie and patri-

, Therefore, some-

else must be substituted for

civie consciousness and patri-

And in_these da; d
)-hp-“-lm”“
money.

g v
IT IS NOT honest Amer-
munﬂumuw

.g to and thus exercise
lm democratic free-

The

votes I

s
they need is

show every

OR ANOTHER
SHOULD WE PAY THEM TO VOTE? -

doms. But these are not ordinary
times.

So why couldn’t the Birming-
ham Community Council, for. in-
stance, see if their

eér organizations would each put
ur $40 to $50 every
kitty to be used as prizes for the
s who came closest to
ing the actual number of Birmin
m votes cast in each election?
only requirement
that the winners MUST
Vi in t election to
eliﬁble for a prize.
ight this plan
ocally?

‘. v
1 never thought
Ppen, but as far as
imes, ordvhghall

&M-h.nlu
facts to understand.
u..u.'.’."ﬂ-s...——

By George Wm. Averill

at the Ford Motor Co, is rurl-

sible for this, or whether it is

someone at the J. Walter
peon agency.

60-some mem-| Whoever. it is, he hes & wonder-

fully effective idea.

ear into a

guess-

bein,

HAV

be

. -} high up “bureau-

get, out ‘more :’I’Tﬂe :hcwnlu« I:;, to do ""t’n

ey possi even

. hrnlxing our teeth in morn-

it would hap- | in,

T'm toncornc. | We don't need that kind of
service. We help when
welve aj .

Dr. . E;lns ding the answer un

t. Let state and federal govern-

ments m back to u 3
rather trying to be a one-
man team.

Why can't state and federal
made e

Bi
1| the new hospital drive and

& pretty excellent marking.

Now we are not referring to
organizations seeking relief for
unfortunates as being in the hobo
classification, but we are callin,
Birmingham a pretty big hums
town.

]

THINK BACK over the past
few months. How many calls have
come to_this community to share
'M;?n has with those who are in
nee:

There were blood banks, Red
Cross mobile units came into Bir-
tn;lnchun and r‘g.: mporul. of our

WI won words o
county officials, figrties) from

ere was a one-hour drive for

the Polio Foundation, rwhan B?r-

mingham opened their hearts and

pnr;:. uite generously,
28

‘irl.l‘ l:l !o‘r\:um
Chrhhnn”f-n

te than ours
enjoy . the thrill
'y, warm

y W
recreational groups
e area.

elfare
by thmng.ifmt

ni:d: :Hdhdol‘ :' o.h.

{""" crippled chil-
dren the z through the
e’ Summartins Th T

American

Many of its individuals are
among those “parents” who are
helping. to bring some/ little boy
or girl back to health and happi-
ness| after the drab years of war,

o

OUR ELEMENTARY schools
are
share in halplni They will con-
duct a clothing drive for the Save

other similar programs, wil
successful,

about these various thin

fecling as
eeling as ey
daily living.

1t is nice to know, as you enj
your pleasures, that
shared the comforts

currently planning for their|

the | Children Federation within ||
the mext few days and, Ilk: %I.l

e
The facts and figures compiled ||
would

;nunt a rather im e total. ||
'he people | in Blm%nlhlm must ||
have and comfortable ||
go about their

HUGH C. WHITE

MULTIPLE LINE INSURANCE
AGENCY

217 Pierce St.
Opposite Municipal Bldg,
Birmingham, Mich.

Birming

OTHERS HAVE - - . &

those with the m_h “ry quall
nee
e pat .y. had
e patient has tra
ion—let's get a bacl .
to insure his recovery!
FREDERIC C. PEW

of the property gifts were disre-
 BRoperty Bifta were disre- ke and bordering City of Bir. | s

e has lived at the head | mingham and our neighbors who | REA B, GRIPMAN
of Baldwin Park for more than |are its 4 : " Enseything in “Incurtngt
three years, the period of feverish | Let me say, too, that we in the 1409 Ford Bldg,

ivity. When no | Village fully appreciate the fact Woodward 2.7606

roads could possibly be run m th::‘mlnl‘ iy m Fire rIDz'Ma L A

" Ry 't ment canno én ropriety an
—1or no funds ever have been [resson be  expected. th G At staees B

Lincoln 11438 .

Bill Roberts

Telephone
Mldwest 4-3610

I¥'s surprising how much easier it is to iton
when you don't have to strain to see. You

You'll enjoy the advantages of good lighting
in your laundry area with a new ceiling fixture
fluorescent

with
fixture

tubes. . ; , Visic your electric
er. .

SEE YOUR DEALER or Detroit

nsfus-
of donors

- Detroit




