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Just after the end of|the last war a trend started which now
shows signs of tapering/off. Hundreds of thousands of families
began moving from the cities to the suburbs. This has'been the
most marked change in American living since our fathers
moved into the cities a generation ago. The last census showed
this trend to be persist¢nt all over the country, but we are be-
ginning to wonder whit the next census will show.

People left the cilies because they became unpleasant
Rlaces 1o live. They were sick and tired of all of the cities
problems, noise, smoke, traffic, congestion, crime, corrup-
tion in government, high taxes, and the like. They looked
beyond the cities' lispits and saw green grau, sléepy sub-
urbs, low taxes, quiet and peace. They were even willing
to put up with nau;] commutor's trains, with crowded
bighways, if they could only find quiet when they arrived.
Birmingham is only (one of those suburbs which has been

invaded by swarms of people seeking all those things they
think exist here. Birmingham is only one of the many subur-
ban towns whose population has virtually doubled in the past
few years. But with the influx of these thousands we stand to
quickly lose all those things which attracted our neighbors—
unless we are very cardful.

For it's beginning 1o look as if not a {ew of the nation’s
suburbs are going 1o be in for an unpleasant awakening.
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Every big city is facing a tremendous problem,
losing reventie when they lose citizens. Not only do they lose
the taxes paid by residents who move out, but with smaller
demand remaining for commercial and home properties the
taxes have to be cut op what remains. And this in the face of
largely increased costs of doing everything. So the cities, final-
ly appreciating their plight, are beginning o do something

ut ic.

Tremendous projects are on in many big cities to clear
slums, to provide new and attractive housing, to provide
express bighways for rapid transit, to provide adequate and
close-in 05 street parking, to rebabilitate schools, and gen-
erally to make a large city a more attractive place in which
1o live. Detroit is beginning to show signs of stirring.
Don't be surprised if our neighbor to the south starts soon
on some of these projects, these projects which are now
well progressed in Pittsburgh, Kansas City, Philadelphia,
San Francisco and Cbhicago. And when Detroit starts on
such a program, we'd better watch out.

The second reason_why the city to suburbs trend is likely to
slow to a walk in the’suburb itself. The doubling of the popu-
lation in a suhurb——as‘\w'vc seen here in Birmingham—has
brought tremendous demands on the city government, Streets
need paving, small old| sewers have to be replaced by larger
ones, more schools and classrooms are nceded, and a thou-
sand other demands ar¢ made. These things can’t all be paid
for out of current taxes, even if those taxes are much larger
than they were. So the city has to.mancuver as best it can.
with what it has, and do the best it can to satisfy the demands,
It has to work frantically, doing its best to take care of press-
ing needs first, and letting. less pressing needs wait.

All of which mkel‘ many people unbappy, for they do
not feel they are getting their dollar’s worth for the}iaxes
they pay. And all of which puts the city fathers farther
and fartber bebind the eight ball.

Last year Birmingham desrived about 12.66% of its tax in-
come from business within the city; it derived a further 8/10ths
of 19 of its tax revenue from industry. This left about 861/,5
of the town’s total taxes to be paid by the home owner, and the
owner of vacint property. And those figures mean that some-
thing is out of joint.

This city bas grown up as a city virtually without in-
dustry, this by choicd. But this choice bas deprived the
city of large revenues paid by industry in many cities. We
don't quéstion the wisdom of this situation, for a city with-
out industry should b¢ an ideal place in which to live. On
the other band, Birmingham bas encouraged a commercial
development within the city. It bas urged stores and busi-
ness to move bere, and has been proud of its compact, clean
commercial district. |
And the commerce here has paid its higher than normal

taxes, has not complained much when its taxes were jumped
from year to year. But you can't encourage commerce with
only high taxcs, and this is where Birmingham has been very
short-sighted. -—

The only way higher taxes and a bigher percentage of
taxes can be shifted tof commerce is to do what is mecessary
to increase both the size and the business of the commercial
district. This is the anly way the bome owner will get a
break in Birmingbam| Yet the one thing needed most in
Birmingbam 10 make its business area most successful—
off street parking—bas been kicked around like it was a
strictly political issue. .

Two years ago a plan was presented to the City by a com-
mittee of business men, whereby adequate off scrcet parkin
facilities would be provided WITH NO TAX CHARG
AGAINST ANY PROPERTY EXCEPT BUSINESS PROP-
ERTY. The cost of such parking was to be financed by revenue
bonds, which were to be paid by assessments against business,
the revenue from present ruking meters, and from the revenue
of off-street parking itsclf. Experts in every phase of the plan
were consulted, and all| agreed that the plan was
that the financing plans were conservative and safe.

But our City Commission pigeon-holed the report,
promised to appoint |a new committee to look into off-
street parking. The pigeon-boling was done about two
years ago; the new cammittee was promised a year ago.”
Stores are losing business because their customers can't find

a place to park. Not as many people come into Birmingham
to shop as formerly. This eventually mean one thing:
taxes on the city’s business district will have to be lowered,
and more taxes will have to be put on homes. And then there
won't be so many homes built.

The Village Store wants 1o be a good citizen of this city,
as do the other storés in town. As a group they are a
eredit to the town. They pay one dollar of every eight in
taxes, and want to pay more. They'll pay more if the Cit
will only come forth with some plan for parking which
they can pay for.
This is our answer to the excellent editorial appearing in

the “Eccentric” about three weeks ago.
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