Ednonal Page{[

'THURSDAY, JAN. l 1951

A Frep, Responsib]e and Aggresslve Press
Is quocracy s First Line

of Defense

A Change L)f Mind Migllt

‘Southern Oakland county’s proposed
‘hospital expamxor program appears to
be crystalizing. But just what that erys-
tal will ultimately be is still unknown.|

Whether we will have oth \Wotg(-

wird :General at 13" Mile and €ooli
und Oakland Hospital on Adams here
in Birmingham is still in doubt.

However, thew\% have been ukegn

1) An architecturat firm and a ¢
sultant have been|employed by the Oal
land trustees in connection. with thalr
200-bed, 3,600,000 structure on
Porritt site here.

2) The South Oakland Hospital Au-
thority trustees hdve asked the Michigan
Municipal League to prepare a legwla-’
tive amendment tp the Hospital Author-
ity Act to permit the issuance of revenue
bonds to finance the Woo(l\turd General
Conmructlon

I hoﬂOufmnlofVlw'I

In many sections of the nation con-
nections between certain law-enforcing
officials and gamblers is being disclosed
by the Kefauver Sengte Crime Invasﬁ-
gating Committes. It proves again the

, fact that illegal gnmﬁhng cannot exist
unless certain public officials are *“paid
off.” Behind the laxity of officials exists
the laxity of those citizens whose desire
to gamble mnken the whole mess pos-
sible.

‘This year marks the 35,0:!: anniversary
of the founding of the City of Detroit.
That fact, naturally, suggests that De-

- troit has more than reached maturity.
Insofar as material achievements go, the
Fourth (or is it now the Fifth?) City has
gone a long way. Civically, howevar,
Detroit—Ilike most of this nation—is yet
in swaddling clothes. The ecitizens, by
and large, neglect to perform those re-
sponsibilities. that attend the freedoms
guaranteed by state and federal constitu-
tions.

A New Yorker of cultural standing
sent a Néw Years telegram to all coin
music distributors, requesting’ that they
insert a blank récord in all their ma-
chines “so customers can buy ten minutes
of silence.” The New Yorker, many will
agree, has struck a responsive chord in

—the minds of milljons of Americans who
are weary of the impact of juke box dis-
cur(lki;n public places.

“Warlike austerity” is being recom-
mended to gll Americans by President
Truman’s Council of Economic Advisers,
to help meet the ¢urrent world situation.
Nothing wrong in'that, naturally. All we
citizens need is an example of the same
by the Truman administration . . . in-
cluding the elimination of all unnecessary
federal non-war expenditures.

Senator Humphrey of Minnesota ‘is
said to end all hi$ letters to-his constitu-
ents bl asking thpt they pray for him so
he, Ill get dnn]c guidance. Knowing

polmunm fairly | well, we'd guess that

Humphrey and oﬂhgrs ‘like him are satjs-

fied with guidance from their respective

/pohu al humlquum‘n Few polmciam

/ depend upon’ Gofl when what puts 'em
/ into office are votes—and, certainly,
/ from the results of some elections, it's

putting a lot of blame on God to assume
that He had a hand in them!

So They Say . . . |
Andres Martinez Trueba, President-elect
nf Uruguay:
“We considgr the United States \vorthy

of belief when it declares that it is a good.

neighbor.” .

successful in Korea,
we can expect it-to spread through Asia
and Europe to this hemisphere.”

John J. Haggerty, U. S. Representative
—in Yugoslavia: . .
~ “The statement ‘I am an. American’
opens all doors.”
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M city com-

missioners tend to vieWw the actual con-
[ struction of these two hospitals with
some misgivings. :

At last week’s meeting, Commissioner
Dean Beier commented, “The Oakland
thospital on Adams rqad would pretty
well take care of Birmingham's hospital
requlmménu Then why should the city
leave Birmingham on fthe hook for the
suppart of another hospital?”

Beier was referring|to possible legis-
lative permission to leyy each year a 4-
mill tax on Birminghgm and other au-
thority members to pay off the proposed
revanue bonds for construetion of Wood-
ward General.

Under terms of the anthority, Birming-
ham cannot withdraw without permis-
sion of two-thirds of the member munici-
-palities. “That'-voting majority is a
congiderable distance gway at the pres-
ent-time.

Commissioners Richard Patterson and
Chad Ritchie said a [number of local
persong they have talked with feel Bir-
mir\fh m necessarily doesn’t want a hos-

ithin city limits, and that perhaps

it wodld be better if jt were located a
short distance away.
P

\GENERALLY, cohmssmnus
agreed ‘that legislation permimng the
‘SOHA to transfer its $ite and $700,000
in financial assets fo |Oakland hospital
(Qakland to resell its|Porritt site) was
perhaps the best answer.

"It is known privately that the SOHA
would jump at this solution to the wran-
gle. The SOHA has been attempting to
obtain financial aid from the Greater
Detroit Hospital Fund} which is raising
the money for Oaklahd hospital. The
effort has failed.

By a slim 1-vote mangin, Oakland hos-
pital trustees originally approved the 13
Mile site for their hospital—if the legal
snarls could he easily unwound. Those
qmlrls were reported as being too tough
and invelving too much time to settle.

Hence the second-choice selection of
the Porritt 46 acres. -

OQur city commissioners, we believe,
are on the right track jin finding the an-
swer for all concerfied.

The municipalities to the south of us
| wanta hospital on 13 Mile road.

We have heard of no concerted effort
by Birmingham citizens to have a hospi-
tal located within our cjty limits—as long
as one is erected in the neighborhood,
and soon.

Solve Hospltal

14

| THE SOHA WOUL!
! legislation permitting
funds to Oakland hg
Oakland hospital uses the 13 Mile site.

There is nothing in| the contract be-
tween Oakland hospitd]l and the Greater
Detroit Hospjtal Fund that requires a
certain site td be used . . . nor prohibits
any particular sitq.

It appears that if the
trustees would ‘change
definitely and finally agree to the 13 Mile
site, the SOHA would immediately press
for legislative permissjon to give its as-
sets to Oakland hospital.

This, many believe, might solve the
dituation to the hE‘!t interests of everyone
involved.

Political Lags

Speaking rccently on the subject of
socialized medicine, William L. Hutche-
son, president of the United Brotherhood
of Carpenters & Joiners of America,
(AFL), declared:

“I am against socialjzed medicine . . .
Socialization and death have one thing
in conimon; yow caymot be either a little
bit socialized or a little bit dead. It is
whole hog, or nothing’{.
4 Reciting the lowered
in Great Britain since
tialized medicine, Mr.
against adopting it in
He knows the dangers
political bureaucrats
destiny of a free people.
» Right now, the people have their
greatest opportunity to observe how in-
competent aid inefficient federal bureau-
cracy can become when the impending
disaster of another Wprld War arrives.

T I

ALTHOUGH THE TRUMAN admin-
istration, plus every member of Congress,
has knownfor several| years that Soviet
Russia was building for world conquest,
how feebly they have marshalled the re-
sou'rces of this nation to meet that disas-
ter!

Even six months after our troops en-
gaged in *police action” in Korea, this
nation is just beginning to mobilize.

Such conditiom (human nature being
what i is in #-democracy) are perhaps
bound to oceur, in sonje measure, when
a job is turned over to politicians.

Truly, then, if the American people
accepted sgocialized medicine ‘as the pat-
tern for guarding their health, can they
expect anything but “too little, too late”?

.
D SEEK enabling

it to transfer its
spital—providing

Qakland hospital
their minds and

health standards
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