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2 7,000 View Christmas Displays

An estimated 7,000 persons attended the third annual
Christmas Prevue sponsored by Birmingham merchants
Monday evening, despite an almost continuous downpour.

Between showers, families sauntered around the streets,
pausing to look at brightly lighted window displays, made
gay by seasonal decorations,

Thousands of others went into stores and shops for a
closer look at “Santa Claus” merchandise and to make
mental shopping lists for family and friends. Children tar-
ried long at toy displays and.voiced their fondest dreams
of Christmas morning.

STORES PROVIDED GIFTS for visitors, with many serv-
ing snacks to the constantly shifting crowds. In some shops,
models strolled through the crowd.

Merchants all said they felt it was the most successful
event held yet. &

Charles Mortensen, Chamber of Commerce secretary,
said he visited most of the stores and found everyone
pleased with the evening’s program.

“We thought the rain would reduce the crowd,” he said,
“but I believe it was higher than in the past. Store owners
and managers all said they had more people in their stores.
Nearly all felt that the primary purpose of the prevue was
felt to a greater degree, too. The people who came out
were interested in what stock is available, and to plan their
shopping accordingl (Joe Wheeler Photos)




