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., After disposing of the matters listed
4:1 their agenda last Weekd Birmingham
city commissioners’ went gnto a rather
lln‘thy discussion of theirrelafions with
the public concerning matters of general
‘interest.

. Commissioner Garland D. Tan brought
up the subject with the observation that
the commission apparently isn't doing
the best it could in this regard.

“In the past couple of months, I've
heard lots of talk and criticism about
what the commission has done and hasn’t
done,” Tait said by way of introducing
the matter.

Tait, together with the other commis-
sioners, then explored the situation.

Without - exception, they all agreed
that they believed the commission should
find*some way to let the citjzens know

it was trying its best to govern city af-
' fairs in.a manner mbst beneficial to the
common good.

The commissioners may not realize it,
but their last. week’s discussion of public
relations was, we feel, excellent public
relations in itself.

We are encvuraged to see the com-
missioners take this attitude. People,
when they understand the facts, more
easily accept a decision than if those
facts were withheld or were ot properly
~publicized.: I

We repeat: we are encouraged to see
the. Birmingham commissioners seeking
a_better “public relations” program for

‘jour community. It should not be neces-
sary to point out that in many other cities
'municipal affairs are run under wraps

, that can only be blasted away by ex-
hausting effort.

In considering this problem_of munic-
ipal public relations, we would like only
to suggest to the commissioners that they
study WHAT THEY DID when ‘they
discussed the matter, and not WHAT
THEY SAID.

The ansier could be there.

True Humility Could
Help Our President

Normally, the voice of the President
of the United States carries weight in
Congress, especially when a President’s:
own' political purty dominates a given
Congress.

But the recent ovc-rwhclmmx nvervnd-
ing of his veto on the anti-C bommunist
Bill:by Cengress proves that a. Presis
dent’s vgice, to command sober atten-
tlon mugt have more than mere sound
it .} . it must be weighted with wis-
elligence, and it must come from
man ity whom Congress and the public
as great confidence.

No doubt Congress, in‘oversriding Tru-
. man’s vigorous veto, must l&vc thought
'that the veto message was written by
¢ the President’s stooges and/or aides,
‘_ and that among them were people prone

i to play the international game of, ap-

peasement.

No doubt, too, Congress; must have
thouzhr that the President, himself—
often™proved inept and uninformed in
the past on important subjects—was not
i' fully informed on the reasons why Con-
gress qu this challengmx piece of
legislation.

As-the days run their war-like hours,

' it is obvious that Mr. Truman bécomes
more puzzled and bewildered. Aﬂd why
shouldn't he?

LI
¢

Hisvoffice is grappling with lemen-'

" dous world-shaking problems, engugh to
torture the heads and hearts of a whole
corps of really able people. So, to ex-
pect mediocrity tol wrestle with and
’. solve such problems is like asking for the
owner of a.small haberdashery ty step in
;! and make a,succm of Wanamaker's
~or Marshull? Frelq s huge ~mercantile
empires.
) If only'our Prenirlent Wwould turn-back
~"to his preJBls election’ attitude of hon-
1 est humility .. . who knows but what
, h might exemplify the Biblical adage
: he who humbleth himself simll be
-’ﬂ:nlhd"' 3
% 3

i\

- What is the matter
"Hardly any two ‘-:“;.?-lh "
;::ld agree on the wt« thi

This is not surprising beeause th
planation of present problems dnha not

“lie.in any particular indictment. There

are huny causes.
there is probably no ong who

" knom lu comnld‘ answer. uqr_u to

‘hindered \by vnrhm factors, nnc‘udllu
-inf

About t.he best thing that the average
individual can do, if questions like this
present themselves in his mind, is to
forget about the mthn for the moment
and What's the matter with me?"
. -If the inquiry is pursued relentlessly
and’'with diligence, there is bound'to be
good results.

The American Way

One of the glittering cen.umnea that
bobs up in almost every public effort of
orators is the “American way.”

If a stranger in our midst wanted to
know what “the American way" meant,
he would hnve a hard time figuring- it
out,

The answer to the search would de-’
pend upon whether he read Democratic
or Republican oratory.

In the interest of clearer thinking;
might not our speakers be more exact in
their language?

Could they sgy just what they think
‘““the American way” means?

If one is interested in studying the
topic and delves,into the records of the
formation of the United States of Amer-
ica, he will discayer that there was con-
siderable differenge of opinion and that
the “wise old patriots” of our early life

 expressed robust opinions about those

who disagreed with them.

‘This seems to be about the nearest that
one can approach to a definition of “the
American way.” It continues- to. abide

. with us.

[ From Ou Peat of View |

In case of war, invasion, or ipsurrec-
tion, what is wrong with throwing known
Communists and suhversives into a con-
centration camp? Conm in passing
a law to do just that, finally catches up
with the-convictions of the vast mn)onty

f American people. Why, in Russia, in
ime of “peace”, anybody who disagrees
with the Kremlin is sent to Siberia. Why
should the United States coddle those
who are not loyal?

Michigan State College has just pur-
chased a “lie detector’ to use in - its
course on police administration. We sug-
gest that'such a device be purchased and
uged in both halls of Congress, and in
every State Legislature. Why? Don’t be
silly!

Poor Joe Louis! It was a great per-
sonal and public tragedy that Joe fought
Ezzard Charles in order .to regain his
pugilistic fitle. Watching that fight over
television, one could not help feeling
S0ITY for & chap who, during his fighting
career, did so mugh for clean sportsman-
ship-and clean living. Too bad Joe need-
ed current money. How much better if
he-could have been remembered as he
was in voluntary. retirement!

A terrible situation that'may affect the
lives of millions -and millions of .yet un-
born babies appears to confront us. /It

: may be more devastating than atomic

warfare. ‘A laundry company plans to
perfect and market a machine for
changing a baby’s diapers! There ought
to be a law against such barbarism, don't
you think?

Soap rationing, which began in Eng-
land ln 1942, has just been ended. Now
all that is needed by the British is to
wash its hands of the Socialism that is
devouring its freedom,

l So They Say . . .

William Green, president, A, F, of L.:
“Stop shipping goods to Russia from

America because it will use them for’the

purpose of prepaﬂng for war.

Vincent C. Ross, industry official:

"'I'here is altogether top much talk of
‘security’ and not enough of ‘oppor-
tunity".”

Louis Johnson, former’ Seeretary of De-

fense: oy \
“In the early phase of battle, the ad-
‘vantage is always with the aggressor.”
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,responsible for the establishment

of the ity health department and

mer Wakemen Bradley h-d its splendid work.

3 nlrrm-t escape from death Sat-
urday, might when he drovs his
team in front of ome of the elec-
tric clrs uxt north of Royal Oak.
Mr.

h\len usleep and not nolxccd the | tion week in Birmingham.

car. One horse was kille

{

Local merchants will supply 52
automobiles and appropriate slo-
gan cards for the parade this eve-

ley Is thought fo have ning which will mark fire preven-

City
officials, \city fire_trucks, school
children and the high school band

A sneak thief stoie 80 cents |Will appear in the line of march.

and a box of soap from the Frank
Schlaack home esday, during
the family's brief absence from
their n\lidencc

R. A, -rlur, of Detroit,
confirmed automobilist ‘and nea
ly every pleasant S ay ean be
seen here on our streets enjoying
& spin. His father, Asher Parker,
was with him last Sunday and
how cheerfully the wheels went
around.

Harry Clack, son of the former
pastor of the Troy M. E. Church
underwent an_operation for ap-
pendicitis last Wednesday. Dr. An-
derson had charge of the patient
end_was ably assisted by Dr. C
M. Raynale and his talented son.

r.

Thos. Cook, like all good, indul-
trious men, is thinking of mov-

1945
. Warner L. Forsyth,
rector of St. James church here

s a for the past 18 years, has resigned
r- | his pastorate and will deliver his

final sermon gn Sunday morning,
Oct. 14. He blans to leave Bir-
mingham about Nov.
Only . b.d h
on the
\v)lHL’LLAlL Park \hhl .
of the excesaive cost, has beon re.
jected. City. Manager Harold Cor-
son told commissioners that this
will probably mean nothing will
one about the question this
year.

bnn received

William S. Toothacker, veteran
teacher in the Birmingham schools

{has resigned his position and an-

nounced his intention of retiring

ing into his village home. seitling | from the teaching profession. Il;

down with his good wife, and rest-
ing up for the remai y
of his life. A good resolve and a
worthy ambition.

case of the zoning ordinance. It
is expected the constitutionalit;
of the pit will be tested in cir-
cuit court this month.

The Rev. Roland E. Scaer, pas-
tor of the Redeemer heran
church, has accepted a call to the

umrnu of the church in Greens-

oro, N. 0., and has ulrmuh
moved his fami The
pastor of u Detralt chureh s

preaching here until another reg-
ular pastor can be secured.
o

Three youths, William' DeBerg,
Harry Collins and William Dean,
are exploring the bottom of Quar-
ton Lake in their home-made div
ing gear. The trio finds itself with
an ample audience each time they
are seen assembling ' their equip
ment at the lake.

Dr. Arth itt, who has
been public health afficer for Bir.
mingham for the past nine years,
as resigned his office, t
effective Oct. 1. He

Ticklers

ng years Yei

gan his Birmingham work 3

vears ago and deseribes himself
as “well beyond the retirement
age, right no

Life in our army camps was

described to members of the Ro-
tary club last Monday by the Rev.
W." Glen Harris, pastor of the
First Presbyterjan church. He
pent scveral months in camps
durmg the war and said there
was little danget of the American
soldier ever wanting to change
our governmental em for any
other.

Merrill C. ‘Adams, 516 Ken

aw, has been elected to the board
of directors of the Birmingham
National bank. He will succeed

the late Chancey Ni on, member
of the hoard for
Ras heeh a resident of

ham since

rining-

We Heard It Said By:—

Miss Irene Hanley, city clerk

| “I think that the people who work
on election boards are symbols of
really good citizens. ey work
ars un ler trying u-wlllwvn

' it

ey aro truly interested

in the welfare of their commu-
nity, state and nation. To me they
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in too mwh of

I.OOIING AHEAD

With world attention centered
oh the Orient, and especially on
China and its behavior-under Com-
munist masters, it is well for us
to know what's going on behind
the scenes in this area so_impor-
tant to the future of Asia and,
indeed, the whole world.

've' just had as my guest a
Chinese business man who has
spent his lifetime in China, who
has had personal contact with
the Chinese Communists and has
observed at first hand the turn of
events since they occupied the
soun try.

He is a university. graduate, a
hlghlv intelligent, un(suall well
informed person; in faet Te s
with American Intelligence in Chi-
na during World War 11,

ANY WAR TODAY involving
the United States against world
Communism would find the masses
of the Chinese people “ready and
anxious to revolt” against their
Communist masters, he says.

the Communists are
given 10 years in China,” he says,
“they will have indoctrinated our
yyoung people so thoroughly and
enslaved the others so completely
that any spirit of revolt remain-
ing -hve will have been rendered
impotent.”

e a significant opinion in |
vueu of the theory, long projected
by some of our foreign policy
h-uden that China “is too big for |

e Communists to swallow.”

ple of China are against Commu-
nism now,” he says. “They. would |
revolt if they had'a chines.

“They have discovered by per- |

BEHIND THE CHINA CURTAIN

best, it they order their lives in
e Communist mold there is ab-
mluzely no hope or promise of
rising above the existence level.
hough there have been severe
obstacles through the centuries,
my people have always been
scious of the opportunity, ho
er difficult, for anyone to rise
above the 'station of peasantry.
The opportunity now is tlosed.” -
The communists turn a_benign
face to the Chinese people, he say.

P
“BUT THEIR UNSPOKEN
threats loom terrible behind their
roliteness. To oppose dr
question their “suggestions”
means imprisonment or| death, or
both. All Chinese people have be-
come aware of this fact= by ol
servation in thejr communities.
The Chineses people] he says,
“have found, too, that the prom-
ised Communist land reforms will
a0t materialize,
It is true that the cruslunxl)
high rentals which many 'andlords
had imposed for generations have
veased going to the landlords,
but it is not true that Chinese
peasants have been “gi land.
he Commu, “Btate” " in
y case has retained ownership.
The ‘peasant on his parcel ol' lan
merely hms chunztd landlor

“HE IS PERMITTED to kee
trom his rice harvest only & smak
portion above his diet requir
| ments and with this he must meet |
all of the living expenses. The |

“NINE—TENTHS nf all the peo-!mmmndu is taken away'by Lhe\

Communist governmen!

\\'YJ| is allotment he must

ark a quantity to| oxehange

for the everyday family and b
conserve the rzs

nal at O
perihits, ouly B bare. existence, at |

e et oot e Famity
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- Mout of scale”

8. Benson

diet. The allohnent represents his
whole  income.
“The seizing of land and other
wealth goes down to the lowest
level of ownership. The landlord
owning five adres is approached,
or instance, and told he needs
only one acre,
“Ow of four acres is
taken from him. And the Commu-
nist officials say, O‘h, by the way,
the rental yow've dar-
ing the past has been T r high.
We think you should have charged
only half as much. You will please
return 50 percent of the rentals

9|youve ccllectad during the past

three years.

“To WHDMT To the Commu-
st uovernment—no‘ the tenant!
1t the owner hasn't money. and
an’t” in dupernuol\‘ raise it, he
;:oen to prison,

“He 1s not leven permitted. to
make installment payments with
the income from the one-acre left
to
| My guest is ot a_“follower"

en. Chiang Kai-shek,
tionalist leader. However, he ll)‘s

e “graft and corruption” at-
tributed to the Chiang regime has
|oeen “inflated put of all propor-
tions” by Communist propagan-
| dists, their allies and unwitting
| cupes.

He doubts

ul

it would even be
with the political
caft and corruption it some
merican cities.

He says also that before Commu-
| nists wccupied ;Central and South
| China, land réform laws had been
passed by the Chiang government,
hich would ultimately ha
lod the worst features of
landlordism.

The twang of bowstrings and
the zing of arrows opened October
in"Michigan forests as a new army
of Robin Hoods started a 36-day
deer hunting season for archers. |
oes “as well us bucks may bo |
taken, except in a 20-count
of the north limited to bucks
at least deinch spikes

oerats ar
ing for harmony, a quality hose |
absence has plagued party rela- |
tions in recent months. Forecast |

PEOPLE'S |
COLUMN

To The Editor:

If the Administration kccrs
changing its department heads,
retty soon the democrats will

ose power through the process of |
elimination.
1 personnel is so
of the men hel"l{w
appointed to high office are buy- |
ing round trip tickets ta Washing-

"Some people ure losing faith in

the Democrats. Only 1 few days
ago a twel r old girl had
to go to a Republican te try to
find out what the President’s sal-
ary is.,

Any Democrat could have givon
that answer, Republicans are sel
dom asked such a question.
IF THE PRESIDENT keeps fell-
ing timber in his political for
we may have nnnthur petrified fur~
est on our 8. |
Our Capitol. in Washington is
like a huge mirror, We can see |
both the good and the bad reflect-

n_holding & high goyern-|
mentll pnll is just an ordinary
voter who wears a political hAIo]
wel
The last time 1 looked mto the |
Washington mirror, I couldn’t be-
lieve I was changing so much. A
rmrrnr is'no respecter of looks
it will give bad looks

ler yd looks..
FRED WEAVER
St. Louis, Mo,

MICHIGAN MIRROR

STATE ARCHERS START DEER SEASON.

crs agree that state Dems will |
need every auset to beat the
O.P. in this off-year election, a
trick they Rave not tuined since
1912
in Republican ranks, dis-
harmony at the convention
seems not n. L--o wpset that
party’s cos too iously.

Former m-rnur and [present

nominee Harry F. Kelly

putting- up a

leasure over ¢

for state c'-n-. .Illn..h the

convention went nst his.
personal choice for attorney
general.

The ranks of the unempioyed
|are rapidly dwindling to nothing.
State labor experts foresee in the
next twp-months the njost acute
labor shortage here yihce 1043,
n( Michigan cases into its arsknal

th
futile wait' for Tower| prices;
fow xm. l... .xmay upped
costs .hl.
bn-an b-zi .u.l..,t"‘
es and a w dilemma.:
The wheels of nu- state’s ayto. |
making machinery have reaehed
screaming pitch. lwerythmx is |
right for production recqrds:
setilements (raises) proj
peace, war threats promi
ers. The only “if” is
military production may demand
enough materials to huft output.
By 1651, the year's productidn t.
tal shauld be over 6,000 i
1,000,000 trucks.
War production w

By Gene Alleman.

hurt the auto industry seri
ously un

t

Cupid's aim improved about 100
percent when I'affaire Korea start-
ed. Ma; e license burewus re-’
ported business. Kent
count, { Rapids)  set a
iumnler ru‘onl Now brighter war

fight| of dollars inte
wap majnthined i
Septamber ith +°c
n war bpnd r

pu i i ¥
aware of the fugitive power
of money during. inflatiomary
times. With' itary
spendis » m the

danger is resl, so

r"lf are
' of
Lo this cloud is ‘

| that mﬂminn']\elm finance state
government, may turn baek: the
| deficit. More sales at higher pnm
in Michigap stores mean mare:
enue for sule and locll £V
ments from the sales tax:
tions are already running wtll
| ahead of last year.

Républican  legislas

gone li rd

The silver

Just as [ wakened the

The fields are golden . .

Beautiful October
By BEATRICE McDONALD

It rained last pight and the grapes are shinning blue
Waiting a rime of frost to give them tang, |

Two little fat ones sipping the mornig dew. |

Where thick elouds cluster the sky shows through, |
Turquoise, gentian and robin's-¢gg scraps |
With the dark cloul edges like folded flaps 1

Framing the uneven patches of blue. |

1

And scarcely a hint of weather and storm {
Comes over the land from across the hill. A |
The sturdiest flowers are blossoming’ still. ]

wild canaries sang, |

J'the sun is warm, -




