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NOTE: The Eccemnc will pnhli!h contributed
material providing it has news value; and sug-;
gestions are welcomed. Any erroneous reflection
upon the character, standing ‘or- reputation of ,
any person, firm or corporation, which may ap-
pear in the columns of The Eecentric will be
gladly corrected upon being brought to the at-
tention of the publisher.

: Every driver of a
Respect

motor vehicle has a

. y tender regard for the

H Pedestrians rights of the pedes-
Right. trian when he hap-
pens to be the pedes-

trian. On such occasions, they are in a

position to understand that approxi-
mately 65 per cent of all persons injured

i or_ killed in automobile accidents are
pedestrians.

After a narrow escape from some
driver, they are then willing to believe

. that a pedestrian is entitled to safety and
that whether he is in the right or wrong,
the driver should protect him.

We hope that every automobile driver
in Birmingham will make up his or her
mind to drive carefully, having regard
for the presence of children in the streets,
the location of schools and playgrounds
and the natural tendency of children to
ignore danger of which they are not fully
aware.

Let’s all give a thought to the children
particularly. They furnish one-third of
the fatalities that result from automobile
accidents. They are entitled to safety
and drivers must give it to them.

The glib prediction

No Democracy ¢ a democratic
government in In-

In India dia overlooks the

fact that the poppulation is nine-tenths

illiterate and thoroughly unfamiliar with

any of the democratic processes that give

voice to the people’s control of their gov-
i ernment.

In addition, the natives of India hav,
violent religious differences, sumethin,
like a dozen principal languages, many
conflicts of caste and vested interests that
are powerful.

The easy assumption of many Amari-
cans that, once the people of India ac-
quire control of their country by ousting
the British, a wonderful democracy will
shine its light over the downtrodden
masses of that area is absurd.

The next guess that India will be a
powerful factor in the conflict that might
develop between nations is likewise
ahead of time.

Until the people of India establish
themselves and their government secure-
ly in their region of the earth, they will
not hanker after adventures in world
control.

. . Science is awesoma as
Scientists it tells ys that the earth
may be close to 2,56Q0,-
Serve Truth 000,000 years of gge
and that there may exist in the outer uni-
»verse, huge suns that are so far away
,that light, traveling at the rate of 185,-
000 miles a second, takes more than a
! billion years to reach the earth.
If these facts jar you, let us state that
thC\ are some 20 vears old so far as xen-

comfort and security?
d we may be losing the
competition in

afrai
mmc of individu
is_vitally important
y world. Consider labor-

the theory may be modified if it develops,
as some claim, that light, supposed to
travel in a straight line indefinitely, may
be limited after all by whatfis termed a
closed universe.

These theoretical facts may not be rel-
ished and the scientists may be regarded
as careless fellows who give ear to un-
baked theories. Nevertheless, they are
practical boys who study what lies before
them and come up with answers based on
available facts and present logic.

In time it may develop that preunt
facts are not the whole truth and that
present intelligence is far from perfect.

Just the same, it is much better for
man to seek the explanation for his uni-
verse, including himself, in terms of rea-
son than in the mythological stories that
have come down through the centuries of
ignorance and superstition that clouded
the thinking of mankind.

Anideaseemsto be

What Explains spreading through-
2 out the land that
Success? men and women
achieve success through the operation of
government rather than by their own
patient persistence in honest endeavor.

Young men and women especially
should not be misled in this respect. They
should realize that worthwhile success
in life is achieved almost exclusively
through personal endeavor.

After all is said and doxe, the vast ma-
jority of business successes owe their
growth to one or more rare individuals
who give to the enterprise a contribution
that includes not only physical effort, but
superior intelligence and the wisdom that
arises from the intangible thing that we
call “character.”

distance of 17 miles—moved only by

gravity. Any day now we expect to see
a testimonial about it in the national ad-
vertising of the company which furn-
ished the ball bearings for this engine.

Even in the thickest fog, how the bat-
tleship USS Missouri ever got stuck on
that Chesapeake Bay mud flat is beyond
us. We taxpayers, who provided the
money to buy the sonar, radar, etc., etc.,
with which to equip the “Big Mo”, are
very interested in why this equipment
apparently can't even detect a mud bank.

. . .

President Truman’s continual remark
that “there still isn’t any national emer-
gency” regarding the coal strike situa-
tion, should provide the nation with a
new pastime: trying to determine just
WHAT and WHEN is a “national emer-
gency”? Might even put canasta tem-
porarily in the background.

It appears that one sure way to get all
the delinquent taxes and special assess-
ments paid up in Birmingham would be
to spread the rumor that uranium is be-
lieved to be under the city. When it actu-
ally was discovered some weeks ago in
the Upper Peninsula, we notice that over-
night all past due taxes and assessments
flooded local township and municipal
treaxuren‘ offices.

for individual porlormmce now
are being offered. are at-
tracti the llvonble atten
of more and more sound-thinking
union leaders and workers. And at

arena, our

3 mlnqﬂmanz relations, for in-|Harding's Freedom Forums last
st GEORGE S;BENSON | | stance. Both sides often fail to|year we heard several executives
President—~Herding College | | understand and make use of this |report on new employee relations
spirit of individual competition | programs that are bringing new

© COMPETITION INSURES
* PROGRESS

Little Rock Junior College had
quite a feotball team. Their Tro-
Jans were feted by proud towns-
people the other day, after victory
aver California’s Santa Ana Jun-
ior College in the Little Rose
Bowl. The Trojan coach told
hometowners their team wouldn't
bave won at Pasadena had not a
bandy-legged little halfback
named Benny Scott (125 pounds)
been the greatest competitor on
the field that da:
vietory the little scatb:
80 ylrds through the entire Cali-
fornia_team in one of the most
sensational punt returns in the
bowl’s history.

Describing this and other thrills | 1}

of the game, their couch said:
“Every one of our boys is a_great
competitor. All  have nplcndld
character and pll cleanly. But
th Inn to wm. ‘glq hard { hy

fie) rnly to

d play
tin ln-m irit of indi Id\nl
L s spil v

M duthn.u.bonnungu bee:
el )
responsible for,our siecess. 2

which belongs to every American,
Management strives to find cap-

ital so it can build bigger and
still bigger factories,
teries of huge machines and

clanking luambl lines seem to

warf individual worker and
amother !us tmy flame of indi-
vidual An employee | P!
of a hig antomobiie factory may
be one of 350,000 workers scat-
tered through a hundred plents.
Not even his igitials show on the

duce. Sometimes a company's ra-
lationship with such a worker is
istant and impersonal.
No Ceiling, Ploase
Uni_om. on the other hand,
n

rmit_little,
dividual competi-

1a moul! from whleh only an ex-
ceplmnd few rise. T
abilit

n:ﬁec. Moreover, e:ﬂi
Sivndul pndmlvky

awaiting good com;

even
tare Varinnd favme nf lnase

Buick or Chrysler he helps pro- |i$

understanding and warmer rela-
tionships mw the labor-manage-
ment pie!

CO-p-h!l-n Under Fire

Yet, in some quarters there is
a trend away from the competi-
tive idea. Some o! our political
planners and reformers
want to fit Amcrlc-n workers into
mﬂll]dl lnd set thelr capacity of
r uction by standards and
limits, llke a mlchlna 's. Their plea
that_the individual's competi-
tive spirit mult be sacrificed for
the good of masses. This is
absurd, No v:lvllluﬂbn in history
ever has benefited by holding
down productivity.

We got where we are today in
America because our free enter-
prlu lylum gives free rein to

Th.-‘hh a 1
chimney while cleaning
ilvlvclurliolcrnolduhwuh

one hand ornamented with

ips of linen,
e N
George W. Gilbert, superin.
tendent of the U. 8. R.nlw-! Mail
service was in Harmon,
ﬁ.ld, Beddow and
last week for the purpose
lnl - benn- se be-
.
While on hr y to Sunday
school last e Staley
lost her testament between the

church and her home. ybody
ﬂndi it please return it w tho
‘{uly as it was a rllﬂ.'lt to

hnlnduhl;hlyp
P

The society has a num-
ber of mag: ) ete.,
in theil jon which have

school students. NeArly 1,000 sub-
jects have , 80
!n, 50 p-nonl my hnno\v a:tl(

c.hl ol Kn'.er'l'. to t.hem.
PR
Mra. Ira Chal has received
an unusual bed spread from her
son Fre
Manila, e spread is made of
heavy black flannel and is trim-
med with a sort of tinsel mate-
rial. Its four sides are decorated
most beautifully with tinsel
fringe.
.o
Years Ago
JANUAIY 30, 1929
ttle seven - year - old Jul-c
}ux dlu(hur of Mr. and
25 igg, is the heroine of Bir-
mmxhlm today. While she and'a
group of companions were pl
ing near the river the other dly,
M. Neff fell through the/ ice.
The rest of the yoi
away, screaming,
ulled Mary to safety with a long
e

Eric Wahlstein of Troy town-
h|p was seriously injurg Snur-
when the car in which he wi

fng. collided. with & bus on
mo road. The driver of the
|car, M. E. Snyder escaped injury
'al!houzh the  vehicle was com-
| pletely  d

While “Toanne

Slice 2"

BY |

HAL P. BUERGE

Since becoming a parent. seven and a half years agd, I have had

ta feel

d of my off-spring when they |

acted their worst before company or broke up their own birthday |

party by putting on a disgraceful demonstration of temer.
times they have even thrown tantryms in pul hc
department stores. Oh, yes, kids .-Thkc that.

Some-

hoe& such as
e) behave 90

| per cent of the time, perhaps, butithe 10 per cent of badness
comes out when you'd like them to| be little ange!

R:glu u this moment I am ready 1o/ forgive my oldest

condition is uld to be “eritie:

B-ldwm high school will have
| twins among the members of the |
| graduating _class; Margaret and
Gertrude Coryell have posed no |
problems for teachers and com-
panions, because Margaret, a bru-
nette is
tall, blonde Gertrude.

Noble Gravlin was buried yes-
terday. Mr. Gravlin, 68, proved

his death, by
bound Pund-c trolT

ment before he died of a hear

attack. Gravlin had been on the
line for 30 years and helped to
construct it.

athletics at Adams ]unlor Jnxh
school. Joy was graduated from
the Ypsilanti normal college in
‘1939 He succeeds Elmer Wise-
| man_who will dlrect athletics at |
| the Flint Y\(

|

| Az

| FEllUAlV 1, 1945

| The annual sale of tax delin- |
quent lands in Oakland county is
to be held at the county building
in Pontiac on Feb. 15. The state
land office rd announces ‘that
some 600 parcels of such land will
be offered for sale in the county
at this time. The sale will con-
tinue until l" are sold.

Have tL-u hniln at the curb

ham. Mark Dance of the depart-
ment of public works said,
hope to have a bundle of paper
from every house in the city. The
country needs it and we know
Birmingham will come through.”

court

l
ing. The local boys |

Tuesday even
played fast, clean ball and except

for their obvious youth, might
have passed for a profossional
team anywhere with their mastery
of the game,

n. umu.l r.ulm and Son
banqud irst Baptist
churth wlII he he!d \{ondly eve-

gram will_include short talks and
movies. Reservations must be

made prior to Sunday night.

Inlernation;llly
Speaking

By Eugene Hesz

Many of us have become hivar
since ‘the end of the war) h
much a healthy economy ¢f this
country depends upon ecpnomie |
recovery abroi

However, it appears lhul few |
people have ized af are
aware of the fact m.; 4 e dam-
age wrought by the way in the
(ormerly great internatio
cial

odes | hirit, 1t has een thewelispripg
t

of our progress.
atmosphere of com ﬁﬁon thnl.
Benny Scott

encouraged pint-siz
= he mﬂlm-g:nt
um
o

at
win_the ball game for

Rock. Tro; If continued and
n-nm-t enter- | stoc!
N utl.l.uh&hr

News and society copy must be ||
Eccentric editorial office

our stock markets. On
before the war, forei

to f .ono.m and
e da;

‘hﬁ lop of the a8 mar-

ket centers, were lon, Am-
Paris, Berlih and Zurick

in as well in
of

|
| _ For the ﬁr‘( m-. in its history, |

vite 4 bit smaller than |

himself somewhat of a hero at|
ing_the north | tonsils are a glandular body in the throat that traps poisons in|
Just @ mo- | 4 infant’s system.

rt |

Jan, for every time she made me unhappy,

because |

P Monday morning she went through a tonsil. and adenoid |

ﬁrauoﬂ without cven so much-as whimpering once. Sure,

wanted to cry a couple of times/during the
especially when we finally had to walk out on her,
in the hospital room the night bgfore the operation. We
kissed her goodbye and the tegrs/came to the surface, but
I tiptoed back to the doorway to (take a check peek after
standing out in the hall for a feie minutes and she had struck |
up a conversation with another little girl who was in the same ‘
fix. I knew then that they would help each wlu'r stick it out. |

Tonsils and adenoids are troublesome lluny As T get it 'hc‘

Adenoids are tonsil growths in the back and|Michigan,

upper part of the throat that affect the breathing of children|
and causes them to take the line of least resistance which is|
the mouth and gulping air in'that way. According 1o

| openin,
| medical

men, tonsils become of no particular use as a child|Jane Vlcl\!mm\.

nln( lk\ngln each

lhou‘h an "AII-I

MTnDilncr"
sponsored bythc Ilkhnh-

With the Michigan Depariment af | Tac

Agriculture.

his annual elimax to the State |at
Saturday |«

Convention was held

For ), &/ potato
was served as p
reminder that Mjchigan holds the PEOPLE'S
national championship poulo roe- P -

ord for 1948, if n Il previ.
ous years, in the nmrhble yleld
of 1,038 bushels per acre on the

arquette county farm of Paul
Van Damme.

D. L. cl-.-lu-. farm crops ex-
tension /specialist at Ml:hlun
State College, has search
iean records of hij
land an
previous claim of such heavy pro-
duction.

»
Van Damme reported his high

COLUMN :

To the Editor:
The Birmingham = Council o!
Ch'l\unh. h‘vl’:lh £ hh ﬂdi
arty appro of the bui
lans.of the o Birmingham i

n bl d
lcldanhlp o{ . b en.uqﬂ
tary, Edwin F. K:rben. the local

tstal

yield in late September, 1949, and A e reniered vt
it was checked by . Kaven,
Marquette county agricultural welfare of local children and

agent. The yield of 1,038 bushels

of potatoes to an acre came from
x-acre plot of recently cleared

land on the Van Damme farm.
Thus a Michigan farmer again

has established a remarkable food

record of hngh production
A half conl\"y ago Michigan
was recognized as a leader in the
tato production of the United
tates. With the growth and new
developments in 'this culture. in
other parts of lha nation, Michi-
gan now ranks

Dnrmg the pm yelr 17,160,000 |

bushels of potatoes were produc-
ed; most of (his production being
in the upper half of the lower
peninsula and the upper peninsula.
venty.five years ago congider-
able of Michigan's supply
tatoes was produced in zhe
southern half of lower Michigan.
This acreage has almost disap-

| peared and judging by the acreage |

now in the upper peninsula, it ap-
pears that most of it has moved
up there. .

It may
of the “Michigan Mirror”

| cent of the navy bean crop of the
| nation. As usual more than likely
| shipments will be made to every

| state east of the Rocky Mﬂunums

and an important supply will
ahroad to meet foreign tra

Th(- rich Thumb area is the
navy bean capitol of the United
States.

The growing dairy industry in

which now pro

nearly one-third of the total agri-
| cultural income, was represented
by & dairy-snack bar presided over
by the 1040 dairy qugen, Miss
Beaverton

\malurn and if they become infected or infested with adenoids | high school st
}lhpv might better be removed.

1|

|

|

ning in the dining room. The pro- (yot more than my share

When a child getsto the point where he breathes thsough
his mouth constantly and can’t pronounce the word adenoid

ned to Jan. When

ve them out, about |

with all syllables sounding clearly and 'correctly, you know
it is time for a checkup, Thar's what hap

she first found out she would have to h
three weeks ago, it didn’t seem to bother her much, but as the

appointed day arrived she finally haq to turn on the |
braveness.

|

Late Sunday afternoon we started for the hospital after saying |
goodbye to litt]e sisters, Susie and Betsy. Tears had to be choked

tween the liftle sister
,.,1y Feb. 2 has been designated | Will destroy/each other, but on this occa
plper pickup day for Birming- | tional goodwill for one another.

ometimes th

Jan tpok her dolly with her and when she weas put to bed

in the children’s ward the doll was also dress

in a nighty

and rgtired with her. Svmewhere along the line the doll was
put in a closet and Jan got too sick to think about her welfare,
Consequently, when we came home from thy hosnital Tues-

day/ dolly was left behind.

discovered her absence.

sh

The first real tears came when |
She forgot her' sore throat for

the¢ moment and actually shouted to her mother who was in

another room at the time of discovery.
19 the hospital, assurance was made that the doll was safe |
and sound and would be well cared for until she could be
picked up, Then the last crisis was over and Jan has been

on the upgrade cver since.

The onl

real break 1 got out of Jan's tonsillectom

After a hurired call

cawe at

dinner on It was my birth and
of the birthday cake. 1 got to cat J

up to it. She started out by say mg

piece, she didn't feel
she was gojng 1o get ev
cream, but T noticed one dish of the cold substance Yeemed to be
enough. After eating that, she was ready to go back to bhed and
let me eat cake.

or once |

Wastrel
By BEATRICE McDONALD

I'm wearing the oldest dress I've got.

It's worn and patched and faded,

But it's quite all right, because I musj

Brew and bake and sweep and dust.

I like old faded dresses. They seem

Like the lingering fragment of some :dream.
Shoes 1 despise. that are old and shabby,

All misshapen and scuffed and flabby.

They look. like “something the cat brought in".
I dump them into the rabbish bin . . . .
For whether I'm gay as a meadow lark,
Or wallowing hopelessly in the ‘dark

And murky depths of the inkiest blues,

I go traipsing around in my Sunday shoes.

with me by ¢ating two helpings of ice |

t
‘xpruxlmltcly 140,600 farmers
in Michigan have one million cows
daily producing milk supplies for
use s a_health-giving beverage,
| butter, cheese and other dairy

Last December 19 a four-year-
old Holstein cow, “Minnow Creek
| Eden Repeat”, completed one year
| lactation period during which

time she produced 35,243 pounds |,

of Milk. This set a_new national
record for volume of milk produc-
tion, and it gave to Michigan an-
| other championship honor in the
field of agriculture. If all of the

}lmck a bit at that ceremony and they weren'l all Jan's either. I| butter fat produced by this one
| was amazed at the concern for cach other thay was displayed b
fight wntil T think they
ion they nhowcd excep- |

cow had been processed into but-
ler. it would have totaled 1,530
the
. Merkley of
lint, is equivalent to that of the

ounds!  This
l(-hnvarnenl of

production,

| production ul‘ six :m-ru;.n cows.

Member n!-lplplrl of the
ne., | well this year as last; the car
most of which are in small towns
rural areas, take great pride
in the 1949 achievement of 170,
produced more
than $600,000,000 of agricultural

Michigan Press Associati

and

000 farms which

| products.
In volume this record exceeded
m!vmus yields, but in value, due

not be news to readers
but
Michigan represents over 90 per

uces.

youth. In doing so it has strengthe
cned andsupplemented the work
of the churc

We regret to read that some of
our fellow eitizens object to the
building gjte  selected by the

MCA. i
A full and fair app| on of
the beneficial service thb ¥+ rende
ers youth of all areas of the city
will surely dispel objections from

material “and  selfish considera~
tions.
Therefore, we urge both the

officials and citizens of Birming-

ham to give the YMCA favorable

interest and wholehearted cooper-

ation in its present ambition to.

provide a worthwhile youth center

for our city!

B'HAM COUNCIL OF
CHURCHES

Rev. Emil Kontz,

President
| To the Editor:
| Thank you for your message
| welcome to_your city, and for lhu
| copies of The Eccentric we are
receiving and enjoying.

1 am enclosing a check for $2.50
and please do-enter my name on
)mlr ~ubunvlwn list.,

sed to visit Birmingham
whcn a child. My grandmother
was Mrs. Mortimer Smith who
lived on East M.
first brick hous
ty. My grandmother was the first
white child born at
born. All this T hcnnl as a ¢
and 1 hope to some gontact
Some one b canroctll e of
the fucts of that cnrly time.

You will be interested to learn

how far-reaching $our ‘“‘Have You
Met"” news is. Before I had seen
the notice about uur coming from
Albert Lea, I had a phone call
from a woman living outside the
ul), who is to make her future
home in Albert Lea and was so
pleased to know something about
her future place of abode. How
far-reaching is kindness.

MRS. J. A. VAN DEN BERG

1987 Graefield Road

—_—
STRICTLY FRESH
—_—————————

MASSACHUSETTS educator

says colleges are turning out

too many *“half-baked” degree+

holders. This is going to make a

lot of people hot under the collar.
PR

Having failed fn their efforts to
repeal the Taft-Hartley law, labor
Jeaders are expected 1o go all-out
in the next election to try to repgal

Senator Tall
.

.
| I‘redir:uons for the auto induse
try: Dealers will not fare quite sa

buyer will be king. Pedestrians,
as u\ual. will be run down.
P

Lots of small businessmen are
finding tougher going these days.
;| Particularly noticeable is a Dvncn

in men’s shoes.

‘[ THE AMERICAN WAY




