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"holdlw the: line” on nlt.y expenses nd

y to the clty' 1 welfare.
Frugally-minded eommissioners are
- the type to be encouraged for our city
commission. But it should be remem-
bered that. frugal commissioners—at
least those which Birmingham has had
—often give way to a majority desire on
the part of residents for a particular city
seryice, either new -or increased. Thus
ds should be d to keep
their demands to a minimum or realize
that if the city does it for them, it will
be reflected in their annual taxes,

At  Monday nights
publie hurln( on the
city's 1949-
50 budget, city com-
missioners indicated
_that it would' require $725,310 to pro-
vide city services for the coming fiscal
__year, beginning this July first. The bud-
. get will be adopted formally next Men-
_ day evening.
.+ The new budget will be $109,734.40
more than that required last year, which
.. was $615,5675.60. Taxpayers will be
asked for $116,605 more in taxes for
next year than for this.

A careful analysis of the proposed
budget will show that five items aceount
primarily for the budget increase, and
the resulting added tax load:.

1) The city's spe’:ia] assessment ac-
count has been increased to $103,170.18
for next year, compared to $24,022.77
for this year, % difference of $79,147.41.
This is a result of the huge volume of
pecial assessment projects (streets,

sewers, water mains) which have ac-
cumulated over the past several years,
and on which the city must pay its share
according to city charter. In the past
this share was borrowed from the city's
capital fund account. The commission
this year decided that these funds must
be largely repaid to keep tl city . in
enough funds to meet current payrolls the purposes of the administration which
and expenses. happens to be in_power.

2) The capital improvement account |- .
was boosted to $35,000 from its $10,000
as budgeted last year, an increase of
$26,000. This money will be used for
such capital improvements as new traffic
signals on Hunter Blvd., improvement of
the DPW yard, any equipment or im-
provement for the Municipal Bldg., etc.

3) To show a truer picture of costs,
the city gereral fund will pay for fire
hydrant rental from the Water Depart-
ment. This accounts for a city budget
increase Trom $2,000 this year to $10,000
for next year. Previously, the water de-
partment stood the difference, and water
users paid for this element of fire pro-
tection to unimproved property.

4) Anitem appearing in a city budget
for the first time is $4,500.to be used by
the city plan commission in carrying out
its responsibilities,

5) The city anticipates [$6,800 less in
miscellaneous revenue néxt year over
last year,

These five items, when wtnlled equal

The Federal Reserve
Board has acted again to
thwart the current defla-
tionary trend. Its latest
action was to'reduce the reserve require-
ments of the 7,000 member banks of the
Federal Reserve System, thus making
available additional mo; for lending.

It may interest who cling to the
theory that ecol ic affairs continue to
be governed By the law of supply and
demand to learn that the nation is under
a managed currency. There is no sup-
ply and demand law werking in the case
of money and credit in the United States
today. Both are under the control of
the Government and are manipulated for

Against
Inflation

. General Ma Hung-ki
Sp|e| holds the Moslem
Buried Alive ntmnghdd of Ning-
in Northwe'st
China against t.lle Communmt hordes.
His troops are regarded as among the
hest in China, well-trained and fﬂlrly
well-armed. !

The Chirlese Moslem leader is out-
spoken against the Communists and
proudly élaims that no Red agents dare
penetrate his camp. The explanation,
he asserts, is the fact that the last two
caught shortly after V-J Day, “were bur-
ied alive.”

It will be interesting to watch develop-
ments in China, where the Communist
armies seem to be able to continue their
sweep southward at will, in order to dis-
cover what will happen to this Moslem
leader and his Province.
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$116,605 added load to the city taxpay-
ers. The other $3,000 reflects the added
operational cost for next year.

It can be stated that the city commis-
«uon in its special committee meetings
*in recent weeks when it examined in de-
tail the various city departmental bud-
gets, pared off many thousands of dollars
in city departmental requests that the
latter felt could be used by the city
next year.

But knowing that the local tax load
was about all the residents felt like bear-
. ing, the commission “cué most of the
* fat from the meat”. The commission,
we feel, is to be hlzhly commended for
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destroying the car. The driver of
the truck, Joseph Schmous, was
arrested for ree) .Ieu_ driving.

Police arrested a thief on a tip
given by an unnamed woman, and
returned several watches stolen
from Roy McAlpine, where the
man had been employed, before
the owner hd mlued them.

Directors of lh Birmingham

Y last night agreed to pay the |

$7,600 share of the proposed camp
site on Loon Lake, about 160 miles
north of hen L is expected
that Royal Oak and Pontiac
offices will share the cost and
use of the camp.

A general plan for the village

will be submitted in about a month
by Arthur C. Comey. "He has
ﬁ-e-dy had several conferences
with village officials to discuss
their ideas on the future growth
of Birmingham.

.
Harmony .bould rule in the
local Rotary groups here during
the coming year. Mr. and Mrs.
Warren Gibson have been
elected president of the Rotary
and Rotary Anns respectively.

FIVE YEARS AGO
May 25, 1944
The new dog im-
p sed on Oakland coun the
te department become
effective here very soon. This

90-day restriction is placed on all
dogs in southern Michigan be-
cause of the rapid rise in rabies

e

Police Chief John Hackett has
announced that the local fir
siren will sound lur 90 seconds
official word of D Day is re-
ed here. This will be to notify
all residents that the big European
invasion has gotten under way.

e e

William E. Arhens of Detroit
has been named the new manager
for the Bloomfield Theatre, to
succeed Miss Denice Glick. He
will assume his duties here on

May 20, after serving as manager |

of Detroit's Riviera theatre for
several months.
. e

thing he needs to win; He is con-
fident, to say the least.

Bills adopted by the legislature
include the following
th'rm-n can cateh
any sige. T)

o '

panfish of

& he conservation direc-

i tor may desm\-u which waters

ml{ be fished for rainbows in the
INTERPRETING - THE NEWS

Campers on state land must get
free permits and -ut clnnup
the grounds beforp lea:

Old age -ou-r. (nunu ce)
maximum benefits are increased
from $50 to m Donthly

By Gene Alleman

Since 67 per cent of state-col-| Tha legislature “saved” the public
lected revenues are automatically | from increased taxes by requiring
returned to local governments for | economy in state appropriations.

Several ile parties from
Birmingham could be
Anchor Bay, Lake St. Clair,
day, enjoying the early fishing
seaion and the lovely weather.

egret to report, however,

that while the fishing ws good the

catching was -omethmg else again.
. e

Meengs, ninth grade s
dent from Grand R-pld! walked
off with the championship at the
unior state tennis meet held at
ingswood school Saturday.
captured the title by defeating
Hamts ':lmk " Stephanie Prychitko
and 6.

coating has been de-
veloped that prolongs the life of
flowers, vegetables or trees for
days, hourl‘ or even weeks after

the director of the department of
th
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Spring with her gay and captivating smile.
We sat out in the old green orchards swing

~—~BEATRICE McDONALD

a|for a long delay

tu- |

From Ou Wasbliadisg Burens) ‘
WASHINGTON — Your con-
gressman may be home early zms‘
summer.
Reason: the Capitol is slated |
face lifting. \

Thus the legislators have an ad-

Capitol Itself Is Scheduled for a
Needed, Long Delayed Face Lifting

time the 156-year old Clpilul was |
overhauled, And they hope Demo- |
crat leader Senator Sr:nu Lucas
u m: kidding when he d.rkly
summer session. Eve
n ﬁllhunler would be forced to
give way to a pneumatic hammer.

ditional incentive to finish work |
on time. A special session in hot
summer might force them to meet
in makeshift quarters—not air-
conditioned.

In the case of the House, this!
would be a real problem. Its 435
members would easily fill any
| temporary meeting room to over- |
flowing.

Temporary Expedient

While public attention has been |
centered on scheduled White |
House renovations, Congress has
been worrying about the roof over
head. More than ten years a;
it was discovered the skyhg
| roof over the House and Senate
chambers was obsolete and in dan-
ger of caving in. As a temporary
expedient, steel supports were in-
| stalled under Lhn.' cu]lngu of both
chambers in 194

Then eame! the war and a long
series of delays. Now the roof re-
pair job has been expanded into
a general face lifting which will
cost about $4.5 million. This
about a million less than the esti-
mated cost of White House re
pairs.

In Two Stages

Naturally, congressmen  want
this work done while they're not
around. So the job is to be ac-
complished in two stages—half
this summer, half the next.

Internationally
Speaking

By Eugene Hesz
International Markgt Analyst

A friend of the writer of these
|lines has just returned fram
Shanghai, China. He would not
dare to forecast on things to come
in the Far East. However, he

knows from his own 20 years of
busines

that China

"
roducts, for which she can and
will pay in her products, such as
tungsten, tea and tung oil.

It is typical, our friend cb-
served, that his freighter, an
American boat, loaded the first
thousand tons of Chinese prod-
ucts, from an oceupied harbor
within the communistic sphere,
bound for the United States, Let
us hope that this is a good omen

Exchangites Pick
Convention Delegates|

Walter Morgan, president, and
Honry Selters, sécretary of the
h

| men will have new and ‘more com-
fortable seats, u concealed public |
addres: »);hm, remodeled cloak
lllury seats will be
replaced mxﬁ ecially designed
noiseless seats, lhu press gallery
will be done over, and paintings
and sculpture will’ be relocated.
\lusl congressmen say it's high

ub, will
|attend " the \Lue convention at
Battle Creek on Sunday, Monday
and Tuesday, June 12, 13 and 14.
M. Lloyd Dean and Laurence
will attend as alternates.

te plans for the coming year
and the annual election of state |
officers will come before the meet-
ing.
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‘Area Rent Director Gives Answers to

13 Main Questions

Area Rent Director William C.

Haines reported to The Birming-
Eccentric many of the ques-

tions which landlords
in this area -n u
new net opers
adjustment provision, _together
with the answers given by the
local rent office staff.

More than 1000 persons have
quemd the Area Rent, Office in
Detroit for details about the new
adjustment provision since the first
announcement was made on May
2, according to Haines' estimate.

Following mre the principal
questions and answers on the new
provision for legally increasing the
maximum rent:

Q. When may 1 ask for an ad-
justment to nssure “fair net op-
erating income”

File Two Copi

| A. Any landlord may set im-
| mediately to get the adjustment
by filing two copies of the peti-
tion form D-106, entitled “land-
|lords petition for increase in rent
secure & Tair net operating in-
come.” This form and helpful in-
;[umunun may obtained at the
Area Rent Office at 250 West
t(uyeue. Detroit, or by calling
Wu 25930,
What u “net operating in-

[mmn"'
A. This is lhe amount left af-|
|ter deducting operating expenses '
|and de'pruclullun from gross in-

tume of lhl‘ building.
ho is entitled to a rent

’lnrr\'usc to ubzum a “fair net up-‘{

| erating income”?
| A. Any owner whose net oper-

- | ating income from u building con-

THE ECCENTRI

C’s

Camera Corner

napshots of bables

A low camera -ngx. offers one of the

ways of making excellent
nd amall entidren:

For Better Baby Pictures

PRDI]AI]LY nothing arouses the
urge to take pictures more th
an addition to the family. The
tather with a wallet full of snap-
shots s a familiar figure. And hun-
dreds of surveys have shown that
bables and children are by far the
favorite “ pleture  subject of most
people.

Fortunately, t0o, few sibjects are
more photogenic than youngsters.
Almost everythlng they do bas nat-
ural appeal. Because of this, the
pleture taker only need catch them
at the right moment to maki
ebarming snapshot. In many ways,
small baby is among the easlest

subjects to picture.

Granted the fundamentals of cor
rect exposure and-accurate focus,
you'll find three simple rules will
help you to Improve your pictures

| third, shoot mﬂy dnn up o the
subject.

The first. of these rules merely
takes advantage of the fact we've
mientioned—that almost everything

child take over |
Once you've done this the baby will

“pose” himself, In effect, as he
plays.

The second rule, to shoot from |
the child's level, is fllustrated by
the plcture that appears here. By |
placing the camera close to the

glve m- youngster a toy of some
d let

=) | taining four or less dwelling units
is | ing-at-a-loss ad;usuuent and the

|is less than 26 per cent of
gross income, or whose net operat-
ing_incom less than 20 per
| cent in the case of structures con-

| taining five or more dwelling un-|,
|its.

| Q. Can interest and payments
on mortgage be counted as oper-
ating expenses in applying for fair
net operating income?

! A. No, because these are prop-
|erly chargeable to the costs of
‘lcqulnnz roperty, rather than
upern(mk the structure.

One Adjustment Per Yeéar

|
I After receiving one adjust-
.muvl for fair net operating in-
|come, can a landlord for an-
qothor nd)uslmem e same
| building?
A. Generally, landlords will ‘be
{limited to u single adjustment of
|their net operating income per
. A landlord may apply for
|an adjustment on other

on

| if circumstances warran|

Q. What operating expenses are
shown in the landlord’ pem.mn
for fair net operating income

A. The landlord will list the|
operating expe: incurred nver
| a period of twelve! months. se |
items may include fuel, uhl
| insurance, real
roll (exeluding salary for the own-
(er or corporate officers); interior
pnlmmg or decorating’ (spread

a B-year period), minor re-

|)l‘rl or management fees.

What About Repairs?

. What about major repairs
| and replacements?

. The expense of major re:
pairs and replacements such as a
new roof, exterior painting, a new
rdnxeu(or. ete.,, will be spread
over a period of years represent-
ing the nm'm.ll life of the item.
For example, a roof should last
16 years, and 1/15 of the cost may
be e to the test year, pro-

floor you lessen the ghance of any/ vided the roof was repl u-d any

distortion.

As for the third rule, it's only
natural for you to want a shot of &
chlld which shows his features
learly. And children are small peo-
ple. Shooting from too far away
you're likely to lose the
agalost the background. So it's &
good Idea to make closeups from
five or six feet away. Most fixed
focus cameras can be used with
good results at six feet and you can

always crop aud enlarge your nb mOp

tures If you want & larger lmage of
the principal subject.’

t, try ;nu nlmnln
S lime you e
Chances

n-‘n u sur
prised at bow .lc-h they will im-
prove your pictures. For good .ple
ture making is always easy with &

—Jobn van Gullder

|time within the last 15 y
Q. My next tax hI]I \Iﬂl be
higher. Do I have to show the last
zuu paid or can I use the higher
83 current expensa ?
xes have eased since
the last billing, the landlord may
attach a signed statement from
the ux «mml lhovnn[ the as-
sessm. rate now in
| effect lnr (.he hulldln‘ on the date
Lhis_petition for adjustment is filed.
| My insurance runs nut. this
onth and the new rate will be
mglm. c.n 1 use the new higher
rate in figuring my insurance ex-
penses
Not More Than 21%

JA. If your new policy is
l’ t on the date the petition is
filed, you may enter the annual

cost of the new

lie) your
insurance expense ?:r L{-- urrent
year.

0. How much denreciation is

of Local Landlords
u;;k wed ;:c:'n:e\?mlng fair net op-

erating
he landlord will be allowed
for depreciation_ the . figure

re-
ported on his last Fedgral income

*| tax return (fnr 1948 in most cas-

es) but not more than 21 per
cent of his gross income from
small structures or 16
his gross income from
tures.
Q Will the fair net operlung
come adjustment appl, the
Ilndlord's entire income om ren-
tal| property or the income from
the structure?
A. A landlord may submit a
Jetition for every rental building
e lowns, but a separate adjust-
ment will be determined for each

bmh]n 3

What was the basis for de-
lennmmg what constitutes a fair
vet operating income?

A. An exhaustive analysis was
made of cost studies over an eight-
*lr period (1939 through 1946).

lns lnfarmxuun was obtained

ord’s aceount beoks in
98 uuu throughout the United
States (having-a combined popu-

arge struc-

a. | Iation of 30,000,000 people) and
n;

constituted a representative sam-
ple of all types of rental proper-
ties in large metropolitan areas,
medium sized and small cities.
. 1s this the only basis for
getling a rent increase
| A. Adjustments will be granted,
as in previous years, for major
| capital improvements; substantial
in services, furniture,
or equipment; in-
ed oceupancy, and certain
other grmmds The new pmvmun
replaces only the earlier operat-

so-called “hardship” adjustment

estate_taxes, pay- | o

in ef-|the co;

People’s
Column

The Eecentre walcomes letters for

To the Editor:
| One may wonder after observ-
|ing Birmingham traffic, if the
same rules which apply to the
'ordmu—y citizen also apply to
| taxicabs and buses.
The cabs t\lllnmlnly take risks
| which good drivers are trained nol

ds |
| provided in the rent regulations, _zo take. They violate not onl;

laws and regulations as esta

.d hy our police and city govemn-
but also the rules of cour-

tez .nd good conduct.

Rotractions. soch a running
| amber lights, making fast U-turns,
‘lqneumk past other cars on both
nm and right, and speeding are

ommon occurences and visible to
all eitizens.

It is particularly difcult to
teach the young people who are
learning to drive, and.to inculeate
a respect for regulations and good
sense, when such operations by
licensed carriers are permitted.

It might be added that other
licensed carriers—the interstate
buses—are persistent lawbreak-
ers, Entering_and leaving Bir-
mingham on Woodward, between
Maple and the northern limits,
these large buses quite. often at-
tain speeds which, if pmﬁco‘ by

ordinary drive call fo
-rren and penalty.
The Birmingham police depart-

ment, courteous and efficient as it
is in many ways, is not perform-
ing its duty in guarding agminst
such violations by the cabs and

buses.
OBSERVANT.

Chuin—l:—()blerving
50th Year; Kresge
Visits Local Store

The 20 empluyeu of Birming-
ham's S. S."Kresge stores are ob-
serving the c)um s golden anniver-
sary, ium—y Selters, local man-
ager, repoi

Sebnuln 8. Kresge, founder of
mpany, whose original ambi-
tion was to npen a single variety
store, has lived to see 1
store grow into 700 stores seat
ed throughout two countries.

vi
atare last weelk Salters said.



