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watchman burst into the church and

here’s a ship ashore on the backside.”

thh, he was gone into the northeast gale. Immediately ||

there was confusion in the congregation, as men

reached for their sou'westers. But the preacher's

voice boomed out, “Just a minute brethren. Before

you go, I have just three words to say.” By this time

he was walking rapidly down the aisle, buttoning his

coat. Just as he reached the door, he firmly clamped
his hat on his head, and shouted, “Now start fair.”
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So, with the New England prencheru admonition
to start fair, I'd like to say a few things about the
resent woolen situation,—now with winter not too
yl!' away. Last June when we started to buy winter
woolens, we didn’t have much idea of how much to
buy. After buying a few things we began to hear
rumors that wools might either be in short supply, or
be priced out of the market. Aslong ago as June there
was talk in the trade that the Government was begin-
ning to seek quotations on woolens of all sorts. Being
new in this business, and being afraid that we were,
being taken in by such talk, it seemed that we would
have to do one of two thmgs Either buy large quanti-
ties in the belief that woolens might be short or rise
ﬂhnhrllbly in price, or consider the rumqr piffle and buy
lightly.
" After due consideration, and after reading a
book on Cycles which predicts just about the
coldest winter in many years, it seemed like a
good gamble to buy heavy on wools. So we
Mnny woolen garments are now at the Vﬂhn
Stol Especially do we have a good supply of
Jnekeh nnd lhlrh. Beautiful woolen rota for
men reached us last week. Mar- wonlonl will bo
coming soon;
ship.
Now things are begmmng to hnppen in the woolen
market. It’s beginning to rise sharply, and merchan-
dise of certain sorts wmch we purchased in June has
gone up as much as 22%. Which means that when
our present commitments are all delivered and sold
at retail, more woolens can be had only at much
hlgher prices.

In such a situation, a retailer can do one of two
things. He can either sell the merchandise at his
usual price based upon what he paid for the stuff,
or he can base his retail price on the present
higher market. If he does the first, he makes a
fair and honest profit. If he does the second, he’s
a skunk.

Which makes it pretty plain what we’re doing with
the winter woolens we bought last June. They are
going to be sold as long as they last at the lower
prices which then prevailed. But, and here’s where
that New England preacher comes in again, let's
start fair. We haven't got nearly enough woolens for
the City of Birmingham. {'m not even sure we have
enough to take care of our constantly growing busi-
ness. So, we have decided to start selling all woolehs as
lhey come in, and to continue oﬁerln. them at retail

prices which prevailed at the time of thelr purchuse,
When this paper comes out we will fai

supply of woolen jackets, of many uxel md

weights. Jackets for men, women, and boys.

Many are lined with a fleecy wool which is Inld

in suspension in the lining with a metallic fiber

which will not permit it to mat or felt. They are
light, yet will keep you warm (says the man
facturer) at 40 degrees below zero. Others
buffalo plaids and window pane designs in beau-
tiful colors. Then there is presently a fine m;ply
of all wool shirts, by such famous makers as Pen-

dleton and White Stag. Woolen scarfs from Scot- .

land, and woolen hose from England. We know

pretty well that some of this merchandise cannot
be replaced again this year.

So, because we believe you want to get the most for
your presently weak dollar, we are telling you this
before that dollar gets any weaker. Because of pres-
sure on the woolen market we feel quite sure that
prices will not weaken before warm weather. And if
certain things should happen, you will be lucky indeed
if your stock of woolens is replenished.

This is certainly hot intended to be a scare ad.

It is only intended as a service to you people who

have become our customers. As we stated long

ago, it is our job to try to be your buyer. And if

we don’t tell you what we think is Ilhly to hap-
then we aren't doing a very g
g:, just so you won't be among those who will be
. too late,remember that right now is the time to get
those wiMer waolens you will need later. And some
day in January, when it's cold and blustery, walk
down to Bodine’s and get a copy ef the Old Farmer's
Almanac for 1949.
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