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Had & visit from a Pessimist today. He didn’t know he belonged to
that group of men who could see trouble lurking behind every tree,
and catastrophe- behind every wall. He thought himself a real con-
servative, who thought things through, whose conclusions were I?lued
on all the facts. But he was just a Pessimist, and I felt sorry for him.

-We are on the ;eru of a great upheaval, he n@, where values
of all sorts will be swept away. The only thing which can prevent
& real blow-up is another war, He had everything figured out so
that you and | were in for years. of trouble and poverty, ylullur
we kept out of or got into war. Everything he owned was in order
for whatever would come; he owned nothing speculative; he was
taking no chances. -

There is no chanee for an orderly retreat from this inflation, he told
me. There never has been an orderly retreat; it was always bedlam.
Even Napoleon, the master strategist of them all, could not conduet an
orderly retreat from Moscow. His armies fled in mass hysteria. That's
what we'll all face 'soon . . . This was thé tenor of his argument, and
youlve all heard the same stuff before.

_ And as he walked out of the store I couldn’t help but think of
" another character who had made an impression upon me as a boy.
He was some sort of a relative of my Father’s, was an oil speculator
- in Texas. He came to our home in Detroit in about 1914 in a ::
Locomobile, You who are older will remember this big car wi
the huge wheels. He received three speeding tickets for doing
50 miles an hour on Woodward Avenue, all of which he tore up.
He told the cops his car wouldn't go any slower, and this after he
had given them a terrific chase for many blocks. )

He was a big, powei’ful man, with a great chucklé. He firmly believed
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he owned the top legses. He was a millionaire two or three different ,
times, but in between was in debt. I can’t evén remember whether or not,
he died rich or poor. But I do remember what a wonderful time he had,
with what enthusiasm he went at things, and how often he was right.

My-father used to tell how he spread the reputation of the “typi-
cal American” in Europe. Had quite a fling in Monte Carlo, and
after he found that he couldn’t beat the wheel, he tried to organize
a syndicate to take over the joint. His motto always was, “If you
can’t beat them, join ’em.”

And I wondered, when my Pessimist friend left, which kind of man
had the fullest life. And I wondered whether this country was built by
those careful calculators, who moved not for fear of failure. 1 wondered
where we'd be today if 'we all tried to take care of our own, regardless
of our responsibilities to others. .

And then a third character crept into my reverie. He’s a younger
man who believes there is no opportunity for youth. The day when
a man can own his own business is gone, he recently told me. You
can’t beat the big corporations.

Well, by this time the store was crowded with customers, and I went
to wait on them. They were wonderful people. They were laughing,
kidding me about the fact that we had no cheese, and were accepting
iced coffee as a substitute. Many were going dn vacations. They needed
this and they needed that. Some of the things we had; some we didn’t.
So on these later items we told 'em to go to Mulholland’s, or Peck’s,
or Kay Baum's,

They kept coming and going all afternoon. They all had needs
to be filled. They didn't expect you to be able to work miracles,
but they did really appreciate it when you had slacks shortened in
a few hours. And | began to wonder just what the total needs of all
thése people really are. How much we all need to live, how much

elp, how much service, how much of everything. And there is no
answer to such a question. And there is no doubt that the man who
gets this business is the man who earns the right to it.

So, whether you're running ‘a store, a factory, an insurance agency,
or what not, there is no limit to the needs-you can fill. Even if our Pessi-
mist friend is partly right, what do we need to worry about? There are
always rocks in every path, hurdles in évery race. Obstacles are to be
overcome; they cannot become our Masters,

We've had a wonderful time during these ‘first three months in
the Village Store. It's been so much fun that the hard work—and
. obstacles—haven’t seemed to amount to much. Sure, we've bought
some stuff we'd have been better off without, we’ve bought too
much of this, and too little of that. We've been criticized for
staying open on Wednesday aftérnoons, but not by our customers.
We've béen kidded about our advertising, by professionals as well
as amateurs. We've been asked why we didn't do this, and why.
we didn't stock that. It seemed that every man in Birmingham had
to have extra long pajamas—Longjams, they're called—until we
got them.in. Now, those long boys have disappeared. And 5o it goes.

We've tried our first sale. I guess it will still be going on when this
paper is published. We gave some real, honest values in merchandise on
which we were overstocked. Nothing bought for the sale, just rock
bottom prices on first rate merchandise. I didn’t know how to advertise
a sale, so I just listed a lot of stuff under that big word !“sale”. That
word is magic. People swarmed in, and last Saturday got up near the
volume before Father's Day. '

N

Well, my friends, the Village Store-is the wrong habitat for the
Pessimi imi: you who are full of dreams of great
days ahead, this is the place for you. The world is full of oppor-
tunity for men of vision, and Birmingham is just dripping with it.

So come in with your pipe dreams. There may be more to them than
you think. There can be no room for pessimism when plans are being
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WEGENER'S WINE SHOP
255 Pﬁli,ilcﬁ‘ B
Across from (City. Hall
 BEER — WINE — CHAMPAGNE
MIXERS — FANCY FOODS
GLASSWARE

Open to 8 p.m:, Thursday, Friday and Saturday
8 Suadays — 12 to 4 p.m.
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Rebuked I

Quaker, while taking a walk

along an English road, was ac-
costed by a tramp.

Guv'nor,” said the wanderer,

ain’t the road to London,

Friend,” quoth the Quaker,
“first thou tellest a lie, and then

thou asketh a juuliuu. This ‘is
the to London.”

made for the future. There are great days ahead for those who believe,
And so endeth this week's sermon.

ROSS S. CAMPBELL,
i ST TR, Proprietor.
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DR. H. E. JONES
OSTEOPATHIC PHYSICIAN
Office Hours:
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Evening Appointments
214 WABEEK BLDG

Office 201 Res, 5408
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“We live in a prenty nice neighborhood.” We aren’t rich,
and neither are many of vur neighbors. Our income is
what might be called ‘comfonable’ and we have most
of the things we really want as well as some maney in
the bank, and we've never cashed vur war bonds.”

“We've come along in the world from a modest start
ot by skimping but by trying to spend wisely what we've
had 16 spend and 1've noticed that most folks who have
a linle something are folks who believe in gettng their
money’s worth.”

“I do all my shopping for food at A&P. 1 du it
because | can trust them.”

“I can uust them to buy the best that the market

affords and 1o guard its quality and freshness until 1
come for it.”

“For instance, when they mark eggs ‘Crade A" |
kiow they'll be ‘Grade A" when | Luy them (Grade A
eggs, you know, will be B or C if they stand around the
store oo long or aren’t properly refrigerated).™

“When 1 buy a steak at ASP 1 know it's beef Trom

The Great Atlantic &

“I Can Tl?ust AsP...”

a grain fed steer, expently selected in the first place, and

timmed closely 1o give me my money's worth in meat, \
without 100 much fat and bone.™ i

“1 know that 1 can trust their fruits and vegetables
to Le fresh and crisp—not leftovers from the day before.”

1 can trust AGP’s advertising 10 be straightforward
and frank. When they list the price of cauliffower, | know
I can select the best head in the bin for thay price, There’s
never a ‘We're-sorry-there-are-no more-left-at that-price,
how-about-une-ol-theke-for-more.” And when they adver-
tise hamburger at thys-and-so,’ that's the price of their
best hamburger, not of a secopd ‘come-un’ grade.”

“1 trust their pricey throughout the store and know
1 wouldn't save by shopping around the town:”

1 don’t mean that somcone doesn't have a *special®

un sumething some time at'a lower lnl‘n: thap A&P. [
wean that when I do all my shopping there, week in and
week out, Pll save money and have the best that money
can buy.”

“Yes, 1 can trust ARP .- dad i’s & mighty com-
fortable feeling.”
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