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?roperty Taxes.
Are Backbone of

Clty Government

The City of Birmingham

By George Wm, Averill
Dupu- freq eﬂnrh to broaden the base,
property taxes contil t. the prineipal source

ey of income which is uud for the operation nl Ameriean |
1| municipal governments.

is no exception to this rule

This. method accounts for 60-70 per cent of the money
which permits the eity to function.

sters

"May Investigate
Possibility of
Morning Classes
- Although there has been|tex

no formal registration for

city’s summer recreational
program this year, evéry in-

tendance records, Frank
tor, stated this week.

“We won't be able to give a
e picture of our present
rom

dication points to new at-|Pro
Whitney, recréational direc- | har

The 1948-49 HC! b for
instance, lll nts to $615,675.
thh mount, “1 ,646  will

operty taxes. The re-
lnln‘ 'f’i 930,  or lhnt 2
v cent of the total, will result
'rom non-tax nvcun-, such as
rniln. meter money, nd
ﬂ‘k = )r-mit-. M:iu state
monies ich are return
city, and other assorted -num
Who Figures It Out?
ow we n: into the particular

city office whi out u‘
ho'-'v much Mr. u‘ﬁ: i
hxu rh tho

in the
nnd nJ' propert
ty assessor’ -
’l‘ha ecity nuuor h the gentle-
man appointed u‘ the city com-
mission wha _establishes city
rate, who figures property
tnlulllonn.
Now it is not the purpose of
this asticle to discuss the merits,
or con, o! assessing procedure
the city ux rate.

col

nor of

tended, in this artiele, to other
r.h.n mnuon briefly such matters
as assessménts

e of
unul the end of the
nplllncd “At

hitn
that llln' we w'irl be able c:d‘n.

you
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time that followed, so far
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1
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In addition to (h- ex; rt 'ller
lessons, “the pool r
ly knd 'Rh Ilfe rlﬂs.
kick burdl and underwater gog-
gles for the use an

m, m

taken up as fu' , as possible

special articleslacer in the seri
Rather, this article and the one

next week are di

describe th

Werk Begins Early
Before the first Bmudny in May
( elch ynr. the hssessor’s office
n assessment roll, This
roll gives Lh- d*’ﬁﬁlon of each
rrﬂl of real property in thc eity,
assessed and

o 5,

-lﬂ

u§ ussessed value
r h mul tax assessment
is also on tho roll.

Work on is begun al-
most immediately after the com-
rhunn of the one for the preced-
ng year and eontinues through-
out that year.
are chn‘inl constantl:

is ided o1

y i property

wlmmon. Whitey said.
thlt yrlcllully l"

yhy ounds h" -eon a greal

num| of n

sters already pnrﬂdy-tlng in the

various phases of the recreational

program.
jecause of the large turnout
{of craft classes at Barnum junior
ixh uhool Whh

set ‘up another
sehedule by dhudln‘ the boys i
one group and the girls in lnnlher

Chryslers Tighten
weu| Grip on 2nd Place |

grip
h an B-6 victory over Jim
Independents Sundsy
The contest was not

d 3
\‘llﬂiout excitement ‘as the Jim
-| Robbins club tied the score with

four runs in the last half nl the
hth a; d

moved after pull
men in the eighth.
one of the hittin th
singles in four trips, driving in two
nm- Rog: %
ers, a soutl

.c-d Taylor arid was yal

anager Eldon Auker af
ing two more straight wi .Iu
York ¢ame in from l-ﬂ field
take over the hurling chnru

passes w|
um a long fly, tied 1 up Cthe
ball gam

The Chryslers dkln't waste an’
time £n the ninth however. Dicl
Costigan rnebed nennd on Bob
Delamielleure’
third. He was bald m v.hhd while
Jim _rnl grounded to short lld
Bers rgeau was hit by
vl\ch Co-tlg-n m-p'd home vmh
ing run on _John Kalma-

winn|
the | neks” -nw. to left, Bourgeau tak-

i auly 2 100 .
- &ry-lln v:. Vll.luc Murket,

i
ut M provide qunu
manek luh n«md while lﬂl M
‘was striking out and both run
‘:nu home on Ndh Ium‘- tln(lo
ccntor llllu was thrown out
nd. the inn

York
in order In t.h

- nlutbllurhhnm
3 unwudnedud:ndu forthovle-

Chryslers vs. Sb al Oak Colle-
'hn nxdny Jul a, !‘80 5::
Sun

'Witl; Sunday Game o

di

and -this means wmlnt new de-

urlpﬂm For all new buildings,

t | alterations or additions to exist-

"‘f buildings, detailed data is com-

As previously -uud the molhod

of assessing pro)

:nund in_detail th

the m Chod used ln Bl

mlnchum is thu same as that em-

and address | 469

Dad and Mother, rem§
brate the Glorious Fourth
around

row. ally,

lyAhell...in

The n ight before you tagged
after father or grandfathe
over H:n if they thought it would be & nice day tomor-

you did go to bed at parental huhunn, but
nldom did you go erecﬂy to sleep.

mber the way you nﬂdtoeell-
T, asking them over and

next morni
nnh early and M'pod out of hl
to -amptr to the window. There
anxious eyes toward the | pmay
nky A few clouds and some

that felt like a nod-lud eh

of lead took up a ‘ood
r stomach. But let the brlﬂn
e and a clear morning sun
greet you, and the chunk of lead
turned into a 'hole flock of but-
terflies.
No Dawdling Today
ou rushed through your dr-
sin d_dashed down the stal

ing. Instead,
tell you to n\np bolun‘
Then came the

fire crackers until the mornlu
work was done. You knew, too,
that -verylhlu
had to be shi
ape for

couting
fnh-nd at the
amily home to
spend the day.
Finally a bug-

the

. ing and snorting | &
in n eloud of dust. It turned in
and Cousin George,

yard
w alkk ln his clly clothes, stepped

out. Cousi rge, that wonder-
ful figure whn would take charge

l red and the
came !or th roeh and Ro-
man candles arrived.

Bozes, Boxes, Boxes

‘He began removing boxes
“Bekes and

bags from his car, h‘:

ir ud bang, then spread

into a picture of the Flag,

Falls, or Custer's tand.
Cousin George became a pretty
gon.-nt figure in your eyes,

ight then.

i e never let on tl
¥
. Hi

he | the city pretty lﬁolk an

a chance to show
l nnu with these pymmhnn dis-
{d he’d planned. show he
not put on in the city where
l houses were so close together.

He handed you I)lfl and boxes
as the team plodded into the yard
and the younger cousins spilled
out likke peas from a pod. All day

'is|Fire Protection

for Basements
More lmportant

nr- roofing of the ﬂm roim-
iately above them. Q"
‘l'hl- discrepancy was called to
their attention by O. W, Levring,
8. Adams, who expects to
move into his new home at 1582
W. Lincoln on or about August 1.
Levring asked the commission
to amend the present building code
which requires a garage to be pro-
tected by a plaster coat when con-
nected to a dwelling by a breeze-
way. He explained that a number
of surrounding communities had |

their codes, since experience had
shown such fireproofing was ‘not

ployed in all of the sur-
co:znn]un,

round and in-

cludes t! ent tech-
Assessed Per Foot

Gcmnlly. |x ean be stated that

nique.
at various amounts
{rom foot depending upon its
llu. “taking -into consideration

!
ater unit price than the
houu of frame construc-
frame

¥ unit price than

had &
a m-lllr brick or frame dwellin
8o, too, might a well-| bum frame
use have a larger unit price than

e umo rick house which
appears put together with paste

d a prayer.

The city assessor and two quali-
ﬂod private citizens and electors
make up the bnn: of review. This

meets on the second Thurs-
d.l’ in May and remains in session
thm dly- in order to nvi-w

'y because of the compara-
tively l-w garage fires.
Two Such Fires Since ll”
Birmingham's experience since
1929 has shown only two garage
fires resulting from automobiles
stored in them, City Manager Don-
ald C. Egbert
“The fire. dapnrlmnnt sees no
reason why people should have to
R0 to the éxtra expense of plaster-
ing this type of garage,” Egbert
said. “The department is more
concerned with adequate fire pro-
tection in basements, where most
fires start.”
The manager pointed out that
e n( city building code doer
reproofing of the first
floor ]om.- |mm!dlluly above
furnaces, a place where a majority
of house fi

Might Get Duuurh
Egbert said the city might re
ceive it mark from !he
te fire insurance rating burelu
should the city drop this
plastering pmvhmn from tl he
dinance. The bureau has n
dicated whether I! still eonﬂdend
such fireproofing necessary.

The commissiop referred the re-
quest to Egbert T or further study
lnd report, which will also lnclude
‘ecimmendation on the possi-
blllty of better basement fire pro-
tection.

* | dow nf.l.h.

cllmlnlud such a provision {run- !

Police See Braund
Robbery As Work of
| Professional Gang

Bloomfield Village Police are
‘chocklm the robe uf the home
City. eommluion Ilon-hy ol l( R. Braund,
i gl i |40 bbery, oy
u ! 13 which took
g of garages a"kv et ey ok ered
oy ed to 3 e by » :r:e' hen m Iunwi- rl‘\nr‘l':ed lro:ln
permit days rth-
ment furnaces without te ,.,,.m,g Entry, po

state. Entry, police
ned through a win-

thieves opene: the doors in the
house for & rapid exit in the event

telephone wires were.also eut.
The house, according to the po-
lice report, was thoroughly ran-
sacked and they bélieve the work
to be that of professional house-
rticles clothing,
omen'l. house-
0,

‘wood

m mchel high. The thieves also
took $1,670 in currency but left
Mrs. Braund's watch. w was
lying on a dressing table.

Police who have been working
on the case for the past three da; .
said that the loot was removed
backing @ car across a vacant lot
adjoining the house for easier
londing.

C of C Moves Into
New Quarters on
East Maple' Avenue

Today the Birmingham Cham-
ber of Commerce office will o[un
‘ its new quarters at 350 E. Mapl
_Secretary  Charles

the new building
would be er and newer than
its former office on 8. Woodward
and thus be better able to serve
local citize:

Since Japuary, when the cham-
ber began fum:tlenln[. 6,800 auto
and trailer plates have been sold,
saving an estimated 3,000 trips
by Birmingham residents to sur-
rounding communities for their
auto tags, Mortensen said.

The office also has handled 850
title and license plate transfers.

Executive
Mortensen

after which the | *

their work was interrupted. The |Will b

i
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£

Blmun:ham s Ro-ym-old

vul-u 91“ uomml-lon Wf-

‘nance should be completely revised and hront)ltnp&o uup
to lncorpo u rmnt lliehlm legislative action r

,*Mayor Milton F. I’:

d

lender
meeting.

nded at M

night's dﬁy

i

e

EEE

were mnm 'l'hy‘ e;:.ldond
el 18 o 7 o vl

lots, you'

bang, and you'd know: your school-

mates were entertaining their
ontiae,

your. father's loud eall
ymn' lun and you all

bmh qu
e back to house. There, on

who
,rovndd whenl g
you fed hini at the table.
lce Cream and Watermelon
The climax of this part of the
day came when dad took the bur-
(See MOM & DAD, Page 2)

Speed Holds Key
to Final Total of
Holiday Aecidents

dents. The greate
greater the ehlnu of deal

r the -pnd the
th.”

Moxley assumed dctive direc-
tion of the Birmingham police de-
partment today. He succeeds John
W. Hackett, whose retirement be-
comes effective today after head-
ing local police enforcement for
the past 18 years.

Get Early Start

traffic.

fake ‘plenty of
getting there,”

Moxley l\lz[elted |

Department Hon;rilg
Chief Hackett

Police Chief John P. Hackett,
whose retirement becomes ef-
fective today, was feted by
members of the Birmingham
pchce Department yemrd.y

| ing of 10 streets in their nrn

With all indieations pointing to | 5

: More Cilizens
. Join Move for i

B’ham Highlands
Area Also Wants
Lots of Chuckholes

Resldenu m the ermlnk-

Bumpy Streets|:

ull mﬂn lnt o.:dhnvn-g’:.

meml commission, lli
i
‘e have come to the

u;mpt should be lud- to
b
Il,llender said, “where wmm %

workings of the
sian tlnﬂ'l!‘:o present

the eity commission and such im-
Bmam city departments u Lh-
engineerin;
would also like to see l-n
man commission, or two mo
than' the present ordinance pro-
vides for.” F

1928 Ordin
. The planning cods ander which

ham Highl

reversing a previous aund
this week joined certain resi-
dents living along Oak, Shir-
ley and Arlington streets in
advocating bumps and holes
and other general “village
atmosphere” characteristics
rather than permanently im-
proved streets.

as only sev

Wi ral weeks ago
zhn these Birmi

am Highlands | ¢

< eltin or a representative group
of them, went along with Clty
Manager  Donald - C. Egbe:

recommendation for hard -urhe

hese streets were Devon

nor, Avon, Bryn Mawr, Wnliv-lty
e,
™

Berwyn, view, Glen-

hurst and

lu'&ouh the mu-x P
called lqr rmanent surfa

t

emblished June 265, 1928.
Mallender in no way eriticized

the workings of the present board,

Rather, he, mentioned the recent

Allee Reappointed to
Recreation ¥

W. Coit Allee, 756 Henley,
chairman of the city récreation
commlumn has been reappoint

a five-year term on the
by Mayor Milton F. Mallender.
former city commissioner, Mlu
was instrumental in the working
out of the present recreation or-
dinance md establishment of the

. { new board.

legislative enactments from Lan-
ng which now pu‘rdmll city pll‘:‘h
0 onsidersbly hroad-

viti -.nydk in

to work or

Tt '

the light of ﬁh-n Tecent
Lansing provisions, Mallender sal
he was of the ovhuon the prese

Egbert Monday evening r m
mended to the
gserely oil the roads for the ti

ing, since the city did not ha
e 32

did not meet 211'the wate require.
ents,
“The $d ordinance should be

4,000 to put unu) the work,
its -h

as
$84,000 jol
.yorudwn F. Mallender, who
for several years has been trying
to enlist the cooperation of local
citizens in a street improvement
program, ulmly tried to explain
the commission’s views on per-
manent ¥a dirt streets.
pend Thousands of Dollars

“We spend thousands of dollars
a year cleaning gravel out of |
sewers,” he said. ‘e spend other
thopdands of dollln; scraping
roads and patching them up. We
are faced with a quarter of a mil-
lion dollars worth of additions to
our present sewage disposal plant
simply because of the gravel that

ets into the workings out there.
gu only practical, from an eco-
nomical standpoint, to have hard
surfaced streets.”
The audience calmly listened to
his arguments, then went back to
insisting that the area still wanted |
holes, bumps and the * ‘village at-
mosphere”.
The commlnmn returned the |
to the city asses-

sor to reﬂxure on the basis of

ll a token of ti esteem.

During the 1947 July Fourth|
week end, 22 Michigan persons|

were killed. The recent threed-y
Memorial Day week en
persons lose their uve-

“This clearl;

shows that if driv-|

15 too high |
nrlco to vly fnr nr-lu-neu ‘
Sp"dinl too fast was a cont
ing factor in nx of the fatal .cu
dents,” he sai

uaxlw lhted these tips for
motorists.
Have !hl car checked to be sure

it is m good 0?5 rating condition.
age

a temporary roadoiling )nh
Other Street Pro,

A number of other rondmllng
projects were confirmed by com-
missioners: ark, Hamilton to
Oakland; Chester, Martin to Lin-
| coln; Stanley, Brown to Lincoln:
Wntklm\ Brown to Lincoln; Fran|
| Southfield to Bates: WI"I(:e,
Southfield to Stanley; Worth,
land to Madison; Mudwun Worth
to Adams; Larchiea, Maple to Lin-
colp; Pleasant and Fairway, both
below Lincoln hexterﬂeld Oak
to Lot 138 of eman’s sub.

Also approved was the necessity
of oiling Glenhurst, Midvale to
Lincoln. July 26 was the date set
for the hearing on the assessment
roll for dustproofing Arlington
and Shirley. That same evening

3

nd
P-mm who dnln to discuss lhclr
assessment with the board of re-
view may do so at this time.
Only 14 Protest
assessment  should be
hind uoo or more over what it
asses-

rnll lor lﬁ‘l-dﬂ 'u completed,
ver 500 notices “were mailed out
ndvhln( owners ol increased u-
&. mm
mnd before burd in rmrd
to these real property assessment
creases.

in

The oht roll, as ap) rand
by the hou-d a‘ the mu@
totaled  $20,
value of the

M --ud
estimated at. approximately ul.

000,000,
ONEXT wnx. Why e sity

tax notices
mingham

WE LOSE A DAY THIS WEEK

Since the' July 4 holiday will be observed here next Monday, July 5, it will mean The
Eccentric's editorial staff will have one day less this coming week to guher and prepare
editorial copy for sext week's issue. This was the case over the

Therefore, it will mean that news items shou ld be submitted by the exid of the week, or this
Saturday, as far as possible. Otherwise, it may be necessary to shorten considerably, or pos-
sibly leave out, items which are recpived here on Tuesday. We never like to do this, but it
can n-nhly be seen that no one can do two days’ work in just one day.

’ PLEASE BRING OR PHONE IN YOUR NEWS
qY THE END OF THIS WEEK

M 1 kend.

the meet to con-
sider the advisability of creating
an assessmeut district to pay for
improving the north half of Bates
street with curb, gutter and pave-
ment.

We'll Trust MPSC to |

Look Out for City

Day

belwve Ihe Mkhlg.n Public Sery-
ice Commissidn ¢an be trusted
to preserve the citizen's rights
when it comes to matters of pub-
lie uullly service.

stated Mayor Milton F. Mal-
lender Monday night when he sug-
gested thn mmn hlm have nn
part in

planned by Farn le .nd Dur it
to prevent the Michigan Bell tele-
phone company m - having its

r-m . justed up

1l propo-ll is now before
lhc HP C- for action. Flrndale
and Detrbit -aukum-n had ask
Birmingham to join in a suit to

Mr
than -ttammlng tp pateh iv. up,”
the Mnynr suggested.

y zen Con--: ttoes

Hi -Id he would like to see the
new ordinace pravide for a num-
ber of “citizen committees” which
would aid the regular planning
oard.

“We have many persons in this

n who have special talents.
| While they would not have enou
time to devote to serving on the
board, they would have time to
meet once or twice a year to go

over important matters which re-
late to their snecul business field,”
Mallender said. “In this m:
Birmingham would be greatly
ed by advice from specialists who
areinterested in thé character and
development of the community in
which they live.”

Mallender cailed upon any eiti-
zen, group of citizens or local or-
ganizations to present to him in
wrmm( their suggestions on what

ould be written into the pro-
noud new planning ordinance.

He set a deadline of two weeks
in which to receive these sugges-
tions,

Sudden Storm Douses
Lights in Village,
Drops Tree on Car

Six_or eight homes in Bloom-

Oak-| feld Village were without lights

for about three hours Monday eve-
ning after the flash storm, accom-
panied by high winds and consider-
able rain, struck this area. Edison
liemen finally located the trouble,
a | lateral line which swaying
branches had brought down.

Howard Gillard, 455 W.
had just gotten out of his ci
Een the garage doors when a

inch box elder was blown over,
pinning the ur to the ground.
Birmmgh-m police, who were im-
modumy called, located' the my

forester who attached a cable
the tree 50 it could be pulled up
sufficiently to permit the car to
| be driven out from underneath.

Stores Will Be
Closed July 5 -

Practieally all local bnlinen
dstablishments, as well all
City of Birmingham uﬂ\:u. will

closed next Monday for the
observance of July l-'onrth

To compensate for the Mon-
day closing, most businesses

lan on remaining open next
%/.dn—dl all dly instead of

T afternoon,
Clurh- lorlenun, C of C ex-
gcutive secretary, said this
Wuk.

he city commision meeting
-"ﬁllil be held next Tuesday night,
uly 6.

prevent such an




