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Easier Civic - On this page last week

umn” aj a let-
! ter writlen by Ernest R. Baldwin, b
Lakeside, in whhh Mr. Baldwin set f
the idea that Birmingham taxpayers -
should be given a more intelligible form
of the city’s annually proposed budget.
that the taxpayer is a stock-
* holder in community business oper-
ated under the name odf tt.l':'tc‘ia of ltlr-
" mingham, he suggeste: a enable
thenf.ym‘m to éasily understand how the
tax. dollars are being expended and to
differentiate between the varied type of
.. expenditures, a statement or balance
sheet, such as given stockholders in busi-
ness corporations, should be furnished
wach taxpayer.”

Mr, Baldwin’s suggestion is one “to
which we believe city officials should
give ‘considerable thought. Of course,
Birmingham taxpayers can, and they are
always encouraged, to attend the annual
budget hearings conducted by the city
commission.” Yet, as has been evidenced
for many years, only a few mxpnyen
turn up at the meetings.

It cannot be said that they have no
interest in how much money the city
needs and plans on spending for-the next
fiscal year. On the other hand, it might
be reasonable to assume that the tax-
payers who didn’t attend felt they
couldn’t understand nor interpret the

! formal method of budget presentation.

If commissioners can make the budget
more easily understood by -employing
some such procedure as vutlined by Mr.
Baldwin, we believe it should be given
their endorsement.

“Confidential” ‘‘Confidential
sources,” quoted
in a French newspaper, assert that the
Russians exploded a small atomic bomb

deep in Siberia on June 15th,
The trouble with “confidential sources”
“is that no one is able to determine when
rumor and reports become confused with

* facts.

The claws of the Russian bear are be-
ing sharpened for the sole purpose of
tearing democracy limb from limb. This
is being clearly shown as Russia’s leading
diplomats continue their verbal attacks
* upon the United States. It behooves the

American Eagle to keep its talons poised
for the dcfense of the good old U.S.A.

walted

e

People can be divided into two classes:
(a) those who try to treat others justly
and (b) those who wait for others to -
1 treat them justly. =

2 A good lawyer advises his clients to
- stay out of lawsuits,

- The Birmingham Eccentric

Never base youx judgment upon what
people voluntanly tcll 1l you.

For Simple mmd&-
Words

as well as
that

She

and nutrition be presented to the Ameri-
can public in language that the layman |
understands. .

This is good udvice, not enly whon one
is writing about diets but when one
writes about anything. The first essence
of good writing, in our opinion, is that
the words used shauld be simple and
without the possibility of milundermnd-
ing on the part of readers,

‘When one runs across a composition,
whether a letter, editorial or article,
which abounds in big words and tech-
nical terms, the chances are that few
readers will understand what the author
says and oné may be privileged to doubt
whether the writer thoroughly under-
stands the subject.

Celebrities . The other fas we hip-

: pened to look a! e
leeLonger obituary column of a
metropolitan newupaper, reporting the
death of eleven individuals, including
those of national 4r mtermhonnl repu-
tation,

What surprised us was the advanced
age of most of those who passed: on.
Seven of the group, including both men
and wormren, were 74 years of age or old-
er, and the average age of the group was
more than 72 years.

We don't know exactly what this
proves. It may be that it takes years for
individuals to reach national or interna-
tional prominence, but the figures seem
to suggest that (‘hard work does not
always kill'the worker. 'Moreover, there
i8 just a hint that the way to long life is
to be found through exceptional accom-
plishment.

People’s
Column

November 20, 1947

‘l‘n the Editor:

te in the “Royal Oak Daily
Trjhum" of November 11, various
statements blaming the State
Highway Department for the delay
in the installation of a m" and
modern progressive system o!

nals for adequate control of

on Woodward Avenue.

1 have also noticed, from ﬂ-u
to t’l‘me. various ﬂl:-ﬂu articles ||

:
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1945. On Jan: 9.
request of the

ment, the nm
mnu

Md in !.h R’ Hall af
re::‘lt of our tnﬂ
mnmnnm- at i-ill m

group

ni 2
] Ny f-! ’3.3
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Dmmtnt to correct

whic! in the pap:
of the area.

In view of the importance or the
installation of a new and modern
traffic signal system on Woodward
Avenue due to the great volume
of traffic using that highway, I
deem it advisable to recount to
you the facts from the inception of
this program to date.

Evidently when items have
been given to the newspapers.they
were not. accompanied by thi
facts in the case. As a result
of these various articles in the
apers, the public, I believe, has
ecome misinformed, and they and
you are entitled to be presented
with the full facts.

In 1945 1 realized the impor-
tance of a study of the traffic sit-
uation on Woodward Avenue and,

lished evary Thursday, af Mich., ta the
:m-m- nnudxu uc.n: North Woodward Avense

1% 13 and 17
uh-. and hhlhbn
Manager

Editor
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well Cont
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Pubiisher.
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;’Happenings
{of Long Ago

- 50 YEARS AGO

November 26, 1897
The school board recently had
an expert inspect the boiler and
gre pleased to' report that jt is in
perfect condition. Whila here the
ﬁntllmun gave them some valua-
hints on how to save fuel, |
which will be put into effect nt"“e the many
once.

bar‘mm

2 for lessons.
The Eccontric offies is now heat. |
or and - the

sitting on

J. H. Hy-r- lonul a challenge | about Dec.
at local farmers, to beat him at|ceremonies

set for Dee,
ﬂowmu corn. Manager of the big |$175,000 hulldhl[ wlll be opened
atkins farm, he planted 35 acres|to the public for inspection,. with

last spring, and has reported a|Mrs. Nancy B.
tarvest of 3. 737 bushels of corn. |librarian.

. FOR IENT—L.I". houie, 1. ‘was
mm:, on Woodward avenue. (‘anU “’enlnu(la).

’or wood ‘burning furrmce. Plemyme village was without water, and
of closet space, bathroom,
lawn. garden and barn.
Quick estate for this $20 a month

—_——

From a friend in Ohio hervryed the
first edition of a ne
Alliance. In the place one lookn for
the name - is. printed,
newspaper—will be named late:

e <ol

A mothers meeting was held at
the school house last week, when
mothers and teachers sat down- to
talk over their mutual problenis,
|and figure out the best way to han-
types of children
|which are drawn:together daily

20 'YEARS AGO
oves , 1927
| Fixtures and equipment will be

| moved into the new lihrary on or
7 wnh lhe opening
0. The

Thomas as

AT
with Ilr-il[lm
when for four hours

large

no fire was reported. Due to a
Inquire

faulty meter the pressure shortay
was not recorded, and the su 1;
of water was not sufficient to keep
the majns filled.

_o_

paper in

It appears

hough Blr-lnr
ham galfers mlght have -to paint
8 |the balls a dark color, for with the
tem“erl!uru sliding farther and

er down the scale, they con-
tinue to play golf on' the many
nearby links. It will not be long
before they will have to make
some difference between balls and
snow banks,

“This

It’s bad en
Irr. but when yon lm you,

too, and it's all one “persen,” then
er 1l rellly toq[h A Worth

t her
been a !-nlul mln hdhn:t 1

sine
mlnd. -Iw-y- lumng hn know
when thé door bell or pllon' ang.
"edmk ;u Tailed r:- when
called, an not besn seen
ad | gince. ‘She i or?' ering a'réward for
the return of

3 Y!Al! AGO

1942
“It can wven l..m. to a police-

Advertisomsens | man,”  mused P-tmlmln hrry

From where [ sit .. 47 Joe Marsh

Kamin last weck as he

word from the State Pollu ulll

whn.har or not his stolen car a
had been loc¢a! ed yet.

lh prospe:

g .

1 > Ma Hoskins #"? B hb:'-‘;‘f‘t ,{.E;.-

. nks ts i

§ - Sneezed at Cats! [oent out Fhis. yons. Fhis e bo L8

s 3 the smallest number on record.

i 5 o

% Ma Hoskins couldn't widerstand beer. Myselt, I enjoy a moderate M'lﬂ ‘I-l-‘-.n the envy of
why she got a fit of sneezing every glass of beer or two with friends nuS‘.l:a‘.,.;y.:‘,.P‘.‘.‘.’.;"&.".ﬁ“
time Harpo, the cat, came in the ... but if's up to them what bev of the season, he ba

7 room. Finally figured she'd have to _erage they choose. ; seven-point buek. He made hia kill
et rid of Harpo altogether. From where I sit, the important | Just a f" after the official
" Then Doc Hollister explained . thing is not to let our social & current season.
she had an “allergy.” Cat's fur allergies result in antisocial Ty ssinal leh‘ ']

i&dﬂh*mm taboos. [Let's not criticize the .l o

- Eive some folks rash. He gave her * fellow likes beer if we like fo the school

* an inoculation so she and Harpo dﬁ‘ﬂlﬂcm . a sound projec-

d Iol'-lmou-ln-l!n W

9*"‘*"4_

Tucker £ the most
e e e il g
, the part of

ik

be | which broke up the view. I cant

¢ Planning and
Traffic Division 'of this Depart-
ment starte: omplete study and
qnalysis of this situation. It was
that the most free, unin.
nd control of traf-

Und-r the State hv,
munities along this rout.
the Eight M

was covt
the above meetirig on January 9,
1946, and the representatives,
these three mtnmwnm- were to

return to their respective cities. to |

present this program to v.helr goOV-
erning bodies. Reluctance -
ticipate was encountered nn it | oy
was not until December 2, 1940,
that we received the certified res-
olutions from the Ferndale nd
Royal Oak C“f Commissions,
agreeing to their participation.
Similar action by the City Commh—
sion of Pleasant Ridge was nét
received until December 10,,1948.
The project of the establish-
ment of an adequate control
tem between the Eight Mile Rad
and the Twelve Mile Road was so
set up as to permit the use of an:
of the existing equipment whie
would be satisfactory and reliable

ipted flow
fic on Woodward Avenue that i
‘was
be of great benefit, not only to the
traveling public on this route but

THE ECCENTRI

ble to accomplish would |r

Camera Corner:

m by the Cit:
ies of Forndsle, Pleatant mm

and Royal Oak; we gave these

C’'s

When [t comes to backgrounds f
make this piet:

ONE of my friends was recently
asked to judge an amateur snap
shot contest and not long afterwards
happened 10 stop by the house and
tell me about the judging.

It had, he sald, gone pretty well.
But one thing bothered him. A lot
of othefwise excellont shots lost out
because of distracting backgrounds.
"l know ft's bard to belleve,™ he
laughed, “but one print actually
showed a girl with the Hmb of a
tree lpplunlly growing out of het
lett

Bevernl others, he added, showed
peaple posed in front of arbo
treHises, the background

the
scenics and architectural shots-—
potentially excellent pictures—were
spoiled by telephone wires or poles

help but feel® he said, “that some
contestants failed to look the scene
over carefully beforé they snapped
the shutter.”

‘| know exactly what he unng
tor I've made the same mistal

plctures of people, there's no better
background to use than the sky. Careful

Background Business

¢ | details-or improve composition of

@ low camera angle
ar and .ppnua. one.

nozzle of the garden hase. I thought
L bad a fing plcture. Not patil | de
veloped the uegative did I notice
that I'd dmeladed an old. heaped-up
trash can.

All of which goes to prove It's
Important to study your pleture &g
it's (ramed 1o your camera’s view.
finder. Look at the subject. Look
bex nd the subject at the back.
gronnd. Then try a slightl. different
viewpolnt and -tlﬂy the again,
Onen by e ing your angle of
view you ean |I|mlnu unwanted

your plclure.

A nce at today’s (llustration
will show you just how much dif-
ference this can make. Foy ote 6f
the things that make tod; shot
& good one Is the way In Ahich the
boy's head Is plctured inst the
sky. Yon néed only- take a quick
look to see that if the pl pher
had moved to his right, had shot
down on his subject Instead of

«and the picture would have suffered.
~John van Quilder

- | To_the Edito

Noon t6 7:30 10 to

Midnight
Holidays, 7:30 to Midnight

CLOSED TUESDAYS

RNING’S El Patio

: CO|
—  WOODWARD AYENUE AT COOLIDGE HIGHWAY

vu SEA-SHORE £ DINNERS
Ol pdvegh Py ot tood ;.gum:
DS INN ul

CREAM CO.

Ims.'hd-nd.lbohlh-

NMAMwIr M
Saturdays

CLOSED ON SUNDAYS

% t.h

t.nvl ll
%ﬁ an!ul of thg -

mod-m eontro] .
the heaviest o8 in
::nntryﬂlnd will use eve

comj mu
earliest possible date.

CHARLES M, ZI

State Hhhvu Cmnmhﬂon-r

ﬁw 21, 1947

itox:

How long is it since you, who
are fortunate enough live
Birmingham, took time out to 1ook
at your ?ty through the eyes of a

As someone remarked, “There’s
a lot mre to Birmingham than
u{c when you

lul drlvo Lhmnuh or ome here to
you e business

d ct, -nd ’tlut'- noz very im-

Tme. it is not, but it makes its
own .impression, nevertheless. It is
clean, its store are clean and or-
derly, and the personnel is friend-
Iy and courteous,

Hol sefttin,
cannot replhce Lha fecling one
®ets of genuire interest in you and

A SAVINGS ACCOUNT .
BUILDS FOR YOUR FUTURE

everyone wants fo save . . . ye!

Nearly many people fall
h«mn..yo-»‘-u.p-mnmhﬁ.m and then

stick to it

i you haven't made much headway in saving . . . fo buy

the things you want, or fo weathet fhe “rainy

don't want . . . try this plan: Open a savings account with us
—a dollar will start if—then add something every payday.

Stop in ‘foday . . . let your friendly Wabesk Siate |
help you realize those plans for the days ahead. ™

WABEEK STATE BANK

OF DETROIT

OFFICE—

your needs.

inghari, froht fhe Business
rdjnt ol ne'. "has all the conven-
lences and few of the inconven:
iences o ci

But let Tt
i k at tho eny lmll

After all, only a féw hours a day
are spent in business, and so many
more evoted ome and
social life of the comm unity.

Whit city have you ever Visited
has had a ing which could com-
pare favo 5 yotur Communi-
ty House? Bmuln( familiar with
a thing sometimes. dulls i

unln‘, m eance.
lool immunity House
lnd stop w thlnk jult how it might

, entering it for
e Best & %

Look over its accommodations,
iousnéss,

of utter pncq
Look al 'wh b-uty lnd its
dignity u ﬂlbnﬂl you were seei:
|it all for th = |
you
whic

it first ufn and j

a surge of

time, sil se this

ur town, prg of ynu} that is
nmldlw all this.
Go to. your library, your
chnrchu. your schools and look at

them. t they Ar' ynnrl. if
you have r&: and they
in some small cf on are vllmn'

for the first tlmt You'll gal
Tspective on uum—nn en

Walk your quiet, shaded streets,
look at the 3
h‘n‘m on clthcr side of you. or the

Look at the well
kej ling trees
hl;- mh:n inl seems to

ve about it a quiet dignity.

Take a cnuplo of hours some
evening and wdk around your
town. How homes do you

see with tllhtly drawn cnrhhll.
as thon 1i

l"ut thlmulv- in nnd ﬂu

You Ioot on either side of you,

i bright 'h.h
upon &
am%‘ h nnd

mnﬂe. or games and conversation,
&r columnlty House

musie pouring out

Into the nlgn air, Walk pu( your

DON'T WAIT TILL SNOW FLIES—

INSULATE... NOW

Save as
Much as

@® Fuel Savings

@ Fewer Drafts

@ Less Strain on the
Heating Plant

® A COOLER HOME IN SUHM?

. BACKED BY 20 YEARS OF PERFECT
PERFORMANCES

LAWSON & SON |

Phone 111

484 Forest
BUILDERB SUPPLIES

NEW DOUBLE WAVE

Balsam Wool Sealed Insulation Means

® Reduced Fire Hazard

@® A More Quiet Home

® An Aid to Uniform
Temperature




