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Michigan Bell Reports on 1

During - 1946, Michigan

and handled more calls per telephone than ever before. Total revenue was larger,

Iplaced” by disillusionment. We |Michigan automobile workers

sigh; we experience an emotional 'sought in an expensive strike has

as an immediate need,
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Bell installed more telephones, served more telephones

too. But so were expenses. rnings on investment were more than in 1945, But
X ~  in the second six months, due to rising costs, ings were on a do; d trend.
5 7
ABOUT CALLS — On the average business dny lhere wyre 7,304,000 local ABOUT TELEPHONES — Michigan Bell installed 34,000 telephones a
calls, and 197,000 long distance calls . . . increases bf 22% and 23%  month, double 1945. A net gain of 204,000 telephones brought the total in
respectively over 1945, Although at_times some calls were delayed by  service to a record high of 1,378,000, However, it was necessary to give party-
insufficient facilities, telephone people gave more good service than ever line service to many thousands who would have preferred individual linea.
before in history. And 65,000 others were waiting for telephones at year’s end.
ABOUT CONSTIUC“ON £36,000,000 kurllx of buildings and equip- ABOUT JOBS — Michigan Bell’s force rose 6,000 to more than 22,000
ment were added. This investment, all4ime high for one year, would have ' people, about one-third of whom had less than a year's experience. Nearl
been much greater but for continuing shortages of materials. Increasing half of all Michigan Bell men were returned veterans of World War JI,
demands for service and higher labor and material costs have raised the Wage adjustments, made early in 1946, amount to $8,361,000 a year.
estinate for our S-year postwar construction program to $220,000,000. Payrolls totaled §54445,000, up 50% over 1945.
"
on mongy invested
in the pusiness
- ABOUT REVENUE AND EXPENSES — We took in more money ABOUT EARNINGS — Earnings for the year were 512,000 000, or
' -than ever before — $91,000,000, or 139 more than 1945, But ex- 7.2 cents on each dollar invested in the business. 1f the Public Service
;ﬁuudw increased. Operating payrolls were up 39% for the year. Commission's rate reduction order is upheld, 1946 earnings will
‘otal , excluding taxes, were 25% over 1945, Total cost drop to 5.9 cents, insufficient, we believe, to attract the new capital
iving service, including taxes, was $79,000,000 — an increase led for expansion and improvement. As it was, durmg the last
. ol 1% over 1945. Revenues in 1946 include $3, Swll)()mb,ect to half of the year, g costs sent the enrnmp rate on a downward
! “  zefund to,customers if the pending rate reduction order of the trend, which pointed to the possibility i
t ; Michigan Public Service Comumission is uphield by the court. become necessary to assure financial -ubxlxq of

JHE PROSPECTS—Our objectives in 1947 are

to provide as continue to handicap us in 1947, But, we expect by year’s end to

Whereas the public schools had

Teceived $60,000,000

In state did, the voters’ approved

sales tax amendment gave them

mgre than $110,000,000 in state-

collected revenue—a bonanza of |
dollars undreamed of.

School teachers, like the vet-
erans’ who go to make up our
Michigan of 1947, face the same
inflation as t bors. It is
understahdable that they feel frus-
trated and duwnr?ht angry. at
their postwar earnings which are
much less than that received by
factory morkers.

. . H

The dlvnnlo- of sales tax reve.
nue prompted Michigan's budget
director, John Perkins, to forecast
an $83,000,000 deficit at the end
of the second biemnial yéar. This
prospect of red ink by the tub-
ful prompted chairmen of legisla-
tive finance committees to examine
the possibility of new taxes by the
dozen, Among the levies proposed
at Lansing are the following:

SFlud they see thes Mm there, too,
For that star will be reality

Whth the lelp that comes from you
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This Advertisement Contributed By

Williams Boot Shop

115 W. Maple Phone 117

1% income tax -$28,000,000
2 mill cigarette tax 7,000,000
2 mill property tax ... 17,000,000

Better collection of

sales tax 1,500,000 |
Lifting $50,000 corpo- |
ration privileged tax
limit 4,500,000 |
Retlptunng racing |
900,000 |
Recnn(unnz aleoholic |
mmu and intangi- |
ble t: s.aoo.ooo I
lnm:ud beer tax
1% wholesale transac-
tions tax 18,000,000 |

Now all of m. is disturbing m‘
the nth degree. We, on the home
front, are inclined to ba pessimis- |
tic. This thing called democracy |
is creaking at the joints, we say. |

And vet a casual glance at the |
world elsewhere provides a much
needed perspective which puts the |
\Michigan scene in a better light. |
The United States is the last |

% Cater

stronghold of free enterprise in |
the world today. Western civiliza-
tion is_groggy from the effects of
war, The convulsions of Kurope |
are titanic in scope. The poison nf‘
fascism and virus of communism
exist in every bomb-wrecked |
country.

Winston Churchill said he w

not chosen to preside at the
:mlqn of the British
the world's “Pax Brittanica” is
ast disappearing. Bankruot Brit-
|din_looks to the United States to
| maintain the status quo. The trend

of nntmnlllutmn is strong
| throughout Fu i state social- l
{ism has xupplanted “old-style capi-
talism as an historical outcome of
the most devastating human con- |
flict the world has yet etperienced. |
he new atomic age’ brings ‘the |
shadow of catastrophic doom.

In contrast to the inflationary |
’lmnblon of Michigan and other
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«quickly as possibles 1. Enough telephone plant 1o take care of all
unfilled orders for service and to care for future demands; 2. Facili-

.lies to furnish prompily the type of service the customer desires;

&

3. Improvements in local and long distance service ; and 4. Extension
and improvement of rural service.

Present indications are that shortages of needed ials will

have filled most requests for service and to have made progress in
further improving the quality of service. °
Telephone men and women turned in a record-bfeaking peérs

formance in 1946, and we haye confidence that in 1947 they again

will surpass all prcvlmu accomplishments and give to Michigan
highest

t‘

1 service of the very order.
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7400 Franklin Road
Franklin. Village

Exceptional Advantages
the P Child

Reasonable Tuition

3409)3 or 3409W3

Five Well Trained Teachers
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PHONE BIRMINGHAM

Tomorrow is the first day of Spring nml Easter
is Sund-y, April 6. Welcome the new season
and step into the Easter Parade in fashion. We
have put a lot of effort into selecting the finest
quality mcrch-ndne made by the famous mak-
ers listed here.

HART-SCHAFFNER & MARX and STE!NBLOCK
SUITS and TOPCOATS
Stetson HATS
Manhattan SHIRTS
HOSE by Interwoven

Cheney NECKWEAR
. HICKOK

BELTS and JEWELRY

We have a fine selection of

SLACKS and SPORT SHIRTS

ch]azzsan.’s'

IN THE WABEEK BUILDING
Fine Apparel for Gentlemen L




