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Year after year we have been wi
ing our friends a Merry' Christmias,
cach year. hoping 1o make our
message a little warmer, a Hitle
mere personal.

v is ‘with some such thought as
this_that we now add this “Merry
Christmas™ 1o, the: many that have
&one_before, with ihe hope that it

TR SN find you. sbundantly Blessed

with everything that ahe’ magic
wand - of Christmas can” bestow,
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How do you spend Christmas
your home? If ‘you answer, *
a typically Amerlcan manner,”

you know just what, you are im-

plying?

Britannica, Christmas is, in

ica, made of many customs. Near

every countr,
resented in the United States,
bits-of their native customs
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“typically Ameri-

influence, comes to us from |
England. Their Christmas is cele-
brated with family reunions, gifts,
1Y | earols, parties and a pantomime
the children, in_a season of |

and
have | Sgneral good will. Although many |

very old and
lish ways have faded, they are |
felt. strongly in our annual|
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Their touch creeps into our card |
designs, gift wrappings and seals,
us, and into our church
services. Our carols, especially,
date back to Old Egland, as do the
t || Christmas stories,and ballads.

The Scandinavian countries
show their influence in our menus,
|too, for there preparations of
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. ‘alight in ke window, and hope in fha

heart! 1t's * Christmas “again, good,
folks of this community™. . . tha sea;
son when even sirangers nod af you

and smile, So wa are sanding you

© these wishes for Christmas cheer sad
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| Christmas sweets begin weeks in
advance in order that pantri
might be fully stocked for the|
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three weeks of hospitality and
leisure they enjoy. The celebration
itself begins on - Christmas Eve |
with an elaborate supper, followed |
by a tree, -family worship and
|singing, before the presentation
| of gifts. On Christmas morning the
[ whole family attends an early |
church service because the shep- |
herds, the first to worship the baby
Jesus, came early in the morning
and then retirned to their work in
the hills surrounding Bethlehem. |

Santa’s White Horse

The German Christmas has, tra- |
giunnllly. _beeln,kopt with much |
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the home fes- |
tivities and attendance gt church.

home observance centers |
around the tree, with its huge

piles of gifts under and around it.
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To all the good friends we have served in our 30 §
years in the Birmingham-Bloomfield Hills district.

May you enjoy a holiday of

IN OUR AREA |
SKATING: ON THE MANY LAKES AROUND US g/
SLEIGHING ON THE QUIET COUNTRY ROADS

JUST RESTING IN YOUR PLEASANT HOME.
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| Always the distribution is preced-
ed by carols, including “O Tannen- |
baum” and “Stille Nicht,” which
is generally a favorite in our own |
celebration. |

In the Netherlands, Santa Claus
| rides a white horse instead of driv. |
ing’ the reindeer we know, and |
leaps from roof top to roof top.
The children place their wooden
shoes, filled with hay for the horse,
outside doors and windows. As in

The oldest, and probably strong- | Belgium, the children have already

had their festive day, which is cei- |
ebrated on Dec. 6 as Christmas
ay is reserved for reverence an
worship. |
In France the religious aspect is |
strong, especially the creche in
mes and churches. A mass is|
traditionally held st midnight,
which is followed by family sup. |
pers _in the homes, and reunions
on Christmas Day.
In Normandy the children follow |
a very old custom and go out on
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" A VERY
MERRY CHRISTMAS
TO OUR MANY FRIENDS
AND CLIENTS . . .
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AND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS
MESSAGE FROM ANONYMOUS*

1947
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How long is it since you who
are fortunate enough to live in
Birmingham, took  time out
look at your city through the eyes
of a stranger?

As someone remarked, “There’s
a lot more to Birmingham than
meets the eye, because when you
drive through or come here to
shop, you see only the business
district, and that’s not very im-
posing”. Compared to Detroit, it
is not imposing, but it meets the
needs of the community adequate-
ly. Birmingham, from a business
point of view, has all of the con-
veniences and few of the incon-
veniences of a big city.

What city have you ever visited
which has anything which
could comp: avorably to your
Cc y i 13

for the first time. You'll gain a
new perspective on them—and on
life!

Walk your quiet, shaded streets,
look at “the simple, comfortable
omes on either side of you, or
the big palatial ones. Look at the
well-kept spreading
trees, the Everything
seems to have about it a quiet dig-
nity.

Take a couple of hours some
evening and walk around your
town. How many homes do you
see with tightly drawn curtains,
as though those who lived within
tried to shut themselves in and
the world out?

You look on either side of you,
towards windows bright with
light, upon families sitting to-
gether  with mutual enjoyments,
books and music, or games and

House -

miliar with  thing sometimes
dulls its true meaning, its signifi-
cance. Look at the Community
House and stop to think just how
it might seem to a stranger, enter-
ing it for the first time.

Look over commodations,
its spaciousness, its graciousness.
Go through it room by room, and
then, stop and look into the fire-
places and settle yourself in one
of the' comfortable chairs and let
the feeling of utter peace go
through you.

Look at its simple beauty and
its dignity as though you were see-
ing it all for the first time, and
just see if you don't feel a surge
of peace which has not been yours
for some time, simply because this
is your town, a part of you, that is
proyiding all this.

Go to your library, your
churehes, your schools and look at
them. Forget they .are yours, if
you have to, and pretend they are
in some small city you ar$ visiting

alk t  your
Community House .nJ"ie., the
music_pouring out into the night
air. Walk past your library and
see the lights shining on polished
floors, books and happy faces.
Walk past your churches and lis-
ten to the dee, of the organs
and cateh the vari-colored gleam
of their windows.

Walk back to where we started
from, the business district, and
look at your stores—agleam with
lights, the streets free from the
litter of torn papers and discarded
scraps typical of the city.

Yes, we humbly suggest that,
kome week erd, you who live in
Birmingham devote one day and
pvening to wandering around your
town, pretending you never saw
it before. You'll rruluhly feel like
starting right out to buy a house,
until you recall you're lucky—you
already own one here!

(Signed)
An- Unfortunate “Big City"
Resident
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