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Knocking on Wood

with Jonx H. Harwoop

le and agg{ressive Press is
| __Birmingham,/according to’ re- ; We read in the newspapers
Local " ports that fomé to us, rates Flymg that a mother in anothpr
The Flag state wants to displas a large

Defeme umong the few highest in Mich-
igan  regdrding the, develop-
I'IP nation’s defense pro-

an  organization. of

A VISIT TO FORT CUSTER

In years past, I have attended several summer CBmD\
he, scribed regimen included an early morning
_watgr. The rest-of the program was interesting.
Fort Custér, at Battle Creek, where thousands of Michi-
gan boys have been and are to be inducted into the Army,
must remain aj memory-of  the same sort, for there comes
the first taste pf the new ‘military life most of these boys
don’t want but are willingly .muptmg for reawna \vhxch
are obvious. L= -

Last Thursday, T wis the guest be doid

o get some baseball dia-|

of u friend who “cove he fortimands laid out. There does mot|
| gr the Asociated -'hip;f[i.‘ nd e appear to be a single didmond on
| anged a L d | the wholes@ervation.
| cluding with & “bull session™ with | %7 =0T BTV aré-only
three enlisted men who in- three et thirigs, of course are’only
Hours answered i detail the stock |® small part of the regular and
quesfion: “Héw do you' like  the principal job of mformmz the pub-
Army?" - They had plenty to say | ¢ ‘”“rtﬂmr
about m.rnﬁmg from the food| reception
(whfch i8 asually good) to the op-|center, for ~m1 n , suffers
portunity to leagn (which, these |from the fact that its officers ar
men found ungatisfa ¥ n gre not working directly to-
| could write three 8r four columns | ward@triking a blow at the enemy.
out it all, but the unlmu]n factylts dfficers gre likely to.be too old
that-the printers can squec ;1 for com service, and its men|
166, column inches on this page|Who are permanently sssigned to
,,,&l., that imposaible tthe post see nothing ahead bpt a
h e {prosaic grind. You'll find morale

Unreal Afmosphere
- the gate, it scemed
world, like the things

at n\ best

when .troops are in or
n. when they feel they
Gu lure “toing dagnething important.

s
another

in the movies but *
quite frue. Fort Custer is noh| Can't Expect Too 'Much
much more than a mill if[ 0 @ notshell, no one seems to

which young men and old, lean angt like Fort Custer, but, so what? We

fat, rich and poar are un’t cxpect p
With € nil#. |ganization which has mushroomed |
ities staring at u E |
night they conie_ in, by ve tried to set farth my im-
train, and aft ve gong|r ns unvarnished, for I thin
thratgh the nduction mill, Gl |1t s better that we have no. flla
jarf dress, civilian thinking und/sions ubout the Army or this wa
cl have disuppeared! 15 o tough, hard life, and its
@ || tough foe we are up against, and
A quicker we all realize it and

| the
-t dowi to business, the sooner
s nightmare over
. My theory is that when we
face the bald, ugly facts of

big
Bouse where the men enit
| end in civilfan_clothe

| out the other, from 15 to tion. there can be no dis
| utes later, completely & nent; and that when we
Army khaki} and lugging a big blue | are pushed hardest, we work. tho
byfrrucks baje, besides, tilled with o |
complete outhit is a machine

+ Hke mass transformation,

Apparent on the
the theme of this
Ar . > Britalag or anywhere

else
done.

A nisty job whic
Therc's no um”u

s-to be
m.and

hip-hig-hooray st
ol om Habit
rousing_ubout the dumh 3
the ceond “lopey

and Alnml
regulations and luck
takes up a good dell of the
-lu rs’ time: but as | sat wnd h~hnr

I had not the heart to say that|

So that the followers of Seout-
sildiers from the Year~Offe mv»;“"‘ in Birmingham can know more

nmm iu leaders, we would like to
this coluntn
{ehort bluumphy of each. This week
we woyld=like to tell you some
hing about one of the most activ,
men” in Birmingham until bis re
to the armed forces,
Jules Wengl,

Though born in Detroit, he re-
ceived his schooling in lhe H,umum:
school syst, Wenzl
started on- the paths of “Skouting
en he became a tenderfoot in
B-3 in January, 1926, with
¢ {Howard Crull, former Superinten-
dent of Schoals, as his Scoutmas-
His rise in' Scouting was cli-
axed when he received his eagle
n 193], He won the covesed
Some months Outstanding Scout award in 1
n §80,000 | He also received the Col. George

.| Psalm Award in 1931,

He has helped train boys of
» various troops and at present he is
connected with Troop B-8. Mr.|

usett -théir lot und that it is a
normal reaeti But I’} probubly |
beef about it m\\('" in due time!

Don’t get the impression that
mor: is bad, however. ive us
a chunce, and we'll show 'em,”
one man said. - “In spite of alj thi
poor leadership, when the ‘newd
arises, the native initiative of thes
American men will make up for it
We know how this war is going 'to
come out!”

1 am proud to say that the new
paper correspondents at the
are doing a good It
relations office, naturally, «
like to have anything go out which
might reflect.on some of the
ups, but the reporter:
their necks anyway.

are risking @

was .Iiwm
ad forgotten
installed on the

ars across theatre, | Wenzl received a thorough
school doors_and the like training in Scout h‘111k’l~h|]| hav-|
apen the doof by pressure w ing taken the Scoutmaster’s train-
the use of a Knob.) ing course and a course in llm

Action Results uf Cubbing. He a
Nothing was done about it and interest in the
the building la. after Hols' Name Chureh, * At present, !
week. Finally, a Detroit newspa-| he is serving as a director of the|
per cortespondent exposed the Men’s Club and ushering in the
matter, and the next rea church. Before he was drafted, |
Headguarters in Chicago raised |he Was sécretary to the executive
hell. The building wn; to have been | Vice-president of the G. R. Kin-
opened last week with a fancy ney Company which has its offi
dance to which only invited sol- | tes in Detroit,
diers could attend; newsmen pro-| ‘We wish Mr, Wenzl loads ‘of
- tested and ¢ frsult was that lhe good luck in the Army and feek
ener cons of a_champiof- sure that if he is as good a soldier
<o basketball g.um- o which any |as he was a Scout, he will advance
soldier was allowed to %o. |through the ranks r.mndh —Don
: One writer believés that a bet- | McLeese.
ter sports program would ‘help |
morale, Aml he wonders what could |
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av cn lnldll what to do
in case of enemy Hombing in this area; hun- |
dreds of men, apdl women. knpw w
for injured pes men by the
what to do in fase of fires
| ary bombs. Eden though we all hope that this
i i r will have to be used, it
o 10 kylow that it is available.

War or no war, Mother Nature

| Groyvmg evary spring will not  be
Thihgs - stopped - from réleasing ele
; . mental  energies, and  soon

Bismingham -and vicinigy will be cglorful
with growing plants and shrubs, trees anil
grass - not to overlook plenty of weeds. Car-
ing for these growing things ¢an give vou a
kind of release from the mental shackles of
a troubled “world: Along with vour flower

|, garden you niaycFeatl af Vietory ‘Gardpri of.
[* faodstuffs-—and, Falks, who ever sold\vou
| a vegotable thal tasted anything like the fou
| that"may be raised in your own vard or

nearby lot?

| s

| Last Friday, April 10 was
Our State (1 25 Jxlui\v‘r\lr} of the
Police foundinkt of the Mjehigan
. State Police. Cre: m-:l a
anization of only 50 mexr-with
. Vandercook as Cgmmissioher, it
a child of the first World War,

prevent. amung pther, dut
gainst fhe nation' withi

n's industrial ‘uut tr‘mqmn.uu.,. Byae

Aichig
temy,

Now we are nxwvlnt in 000l ‘I World
War, und Michigan Stale” Fylice
ol to 525 able i

ed-inrepe
ns our
- Olande
. ow heads the ford
sty omodern stream-
A in they defense of

Mnissioner in
L which has praeti
Hlined devive 1o
Faw and order.
Citizens of Michigan may,
proud of their State Polt
and who laokin
lives in the
monwealth

Ay

ssisf it

ev

justifrably,

om

Clergyvmen nlm have ex-

Clergymen | resd pranounced pacifist

assisting their own nation in war,
readjusting thembelves 10 the
aggresion

No clergyman is cilled upon to heat the
tom-toms for war but the pulpit is not the
pl for & weak-minded idealist incapable of
serving the acute .annu\l requi
people at war. Neither is it the
= exaggerated ego to proclaim t'urpu

are rapidly
hard facts of

of the government, its policies ad those risk-
ing their lives for our defense.

FORTUNATE, inDEED, is the person- these days
who can retire . . . meaning, of «course. his

automohi

And War  opiions during the past
twenty years, including -
those who have talked foolishly about sev

. Editorial Pagq"of The Birmingham Eccentric | ~==
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democracy’s

firse line defense

A

United States in
v honpr

flag of 1l
front of her home, day and night,

I Reople’s

of her son seving in the Army Air

Carps.

now

The Iul\ ran ‘into the objections of neigh-

bors wha persuaded  policemen 1o advise

her as 1o the proper réspect for 1 ag.
Even the United States Flag Association ruled

that she should lawer the flag each night.
Everybody ix entitled 1o his or her opinion
on this subject, hat it seems a littke silly for

other people; most of them probably above
the fighting age, to sdvise the“imother of
man serving ‘his country how: 1o respeet th

American flag.

ers who give their sonsto the servide

suntry, in nug%uu,.m _of faith in
its indfitations;” show sufficien Jrespedt ?or
the national emblem and should Ko pesdfitfod

to - flaz when and wherd thesipleate .

Pi’olonge’d
Offensive Ahead

weapons of war. Carefully ] g)
poried to the areas of - Then, and

then. "will Hligent* lead?rg, be \»."l‘:.L
1o L fopged off n,n\g st will'

+ bring cogrp. «,‘.H..vum

\ Thire it

i wadflor he unm i Ragh
e prapeg timaP thiy affigeives 1 dopnfs
o e Sy vindetonn fie 3
o with Lax . i

trust th 'yh,....m(m
and have um\m‘w f.

[ this lmlmrh
ith.in ghe menbwhp will

} Column

< \nclosed
w York Times
as being worth

It dyes'seem to \xprec what

as
RY J I‘URTLR

(“Note: The central idea of
the ‘reprint Jp printed herewith,
it was entitled: “How Can YOU
HelpWia This War? . . . He:

< questian for him
1. Do | realizé, we are fighting,

not for conquest, but for

existence as a peop

Have | stopped putting my

personal prot abovy the. national

}interest

Ax

I wi

ng to use my spare
o muke a living)
civittan defense

ermined (g) to stop
hbu\[ the job that's
« done whi

You wib puiy co o Detioit o Pontiag 1o

work hage vou ereanged fory the
v fires by 1

drivie
u hayen't,

Gonserya
tion of v e gp with others
ke turns in a ful |. al of
ST :

‘\
THE

Camera Cor ner&

D D .-
l.(.(,LNlRI,(“ Am T being ns SGafot na 1
can .be-abgul rep" ting, groundless
rumors that, bt obstruct) the
work_or help en
im 1. g@oiip-evérything ;u-v_

¢ Ly ~wconomize in my use of
ber, o,

CHAS. B. CHARMATZ, P.5. A., Editer~

Iln

~orey

and P

blbher

MpRE KINKS AND
HORT CUTS .
¢ for tight bottle

e th the

filter
es fron:

w
s fjow more than ever?
Do T|always and ever re-
mamber Peatl lebnr and my
pledge b back  this

a thousand

ftim

Bnrnum: P.-T. A,

vith
ind better yeLit can
ilter sareen
refloctions

to remove
Itis e

ter \ . Editor, The Eecentric
The, alumin Handy Dark Reom Switch: " The cxecatjve board of the Bar-
ic lead pencil. ey ever closéd |your dark 1 Parent-Teachers Association
mark e night only to return i)} endorse fhe proposed 2% -mill
i s later to fm'l |m|1~ Incrdasd in 1aze for the op-
I ing it of gham Pub- ~

el lunor\, \lu)
\|1‘~ JU#I\ F. KA

cretary

nt but 1( lessens ll‘\ life of_the
wip e manner in
such accidents

ren
o

“‘prevent
Tolice
outside

‘Hapirem'ng\sﬂ

and social stars of

- Presenting Young people of Birmingham, |
Bloomfield Hills and Franklin . .

of Long Ago|

T
\ 50 Years Ago
4 aee April 14, 1892
. Business | Miss Idah forey began work in
the future ... ., Whitehead apid “Mitchell's store
receive ; Verily, the young la-

e g
A& Birmingham take business
tural as llife

One of the
s of the
stion given| by Midy Stella’ Rin-
r l’ann' “on )nlLAy eve-
are party of friends
and gther plades were
and | ‘had &
sint time|

George H. Mitchell makis a

flying trip 14 Owosso this ‘week,

cles with pneumatig

h. Jack! Here's a wi
i most
wa

pleasant
the re-

come

giver

e\ eryl bndy

STATE

¢ rlz'ﬂ.‘ last week a pleasant
little party was held at the resi-
dence of Wmj Robinson in the vil.
o lage. It was|the 21st birthday of

LEFT CORNER: Nancy, M
rs, \anlnn E N llchrlnn
ahd C hildre:

y, 215
of Mr.

aret and Willett, Jr., children
Vorn Lane.

ank children and Mra.
Whitney, wus Qak. LOWER LEFT CORNER: John w-mm son of |

.
and Mri. Harry W. Wheaton, 811

UPPER
Myron F
Studio, Birmingham.

Mr.
CORNER: Chuckie, Bob and Alice, children i
Barringer, 523 Lakeview. This feature arranged by the Beatrice

25 Years Ago

avie April 13, 1917

¢ Misa Sarah| E. Sly was chairman

< (of the publicity committee for the

American Red Cross in Birming-
ham.

W. D. Cligbe, president of the
village, urged everyone to plant a
garden for the coming season.
Carrie\ E. Mitehell was
for Eastex and enjoyed &
She Is the successful

anager for the big
departmént store of J. W. Knapp
C in Lansing.

J. Allen Bigelow enter-
membdrs of the' Women's
u:;r\ bi)q\h' in her home on

“nd M. Lebter Wiké had
. returned from & winter's stay in
nd Mrs. Abbott and

were
5 Ylears Ago
April 15, 1936
r John E. Martz was unani-
'} mously reelected to office/at the
« ity commissiqn meeting on Mon- ~

expected baek

Rosso was elected
e Birmingham Par-
Louncil at /the first
group.

vehm was) reelecud
w(»mbrld Hills
Hardin was elected
the Rotary Club,
was the new trea-
. |B. How rih, secre-

- ectiet dhmanded o | n;nxlufl rem, Wal-

Seir s piac p Lowe, a,

tan days pior o s4id |nounced yesteyday v".
|to leave opday ackson

for
| where they plapned to establish an
automobile ag¢ncy.

South Batés. LOWER RIGHT =
of Mr. and Mrs. E. L.




