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An Open Letter to Mr. Ickes

Is the

American Press “Controlled”?

Secretary of - the " Interior John Lewis was on election night.

tisers who you think control them
H.mld L. lckes vecently invited

would run out like shecp.
Radio Is Controlled

hody, anywhere, can, start a ous
cr. He can do it orf a shoe- | said something

"
You're not a gg, and [
t to be liking you, but you
About newspapers

newspaj
uttered Tust after the re-slection

of President Roosevelt. Framk | i/iny "But if a man wishes to own | needing to take inventory, think it
E. Tripp, vice-prevident and ;4 (perate a radio station he|over and reform, ‘cause they took
general manager of the Gan- |, 4 great cxpense prove the a beating along with Willkie—that
ett Newspapers, and a newspa- | noceity for, it and show unques-|they ought to get themselves free

tioned finacial ubility to operate|or what have you
it before the government will let| Now I always thought that a
him start, Then he is circum-|free and independent citizen was a
seribed by rules which prevent him| fellow who said what he thought
from talkinir to his listeners like a| whether or not it sounded good to

d

perman for 40 years, wrote the
following open letter

lekes which was printed in the
Gannefl pape

Dear Harold:

. ¢ lone 1 .| newspaper docs on its editorial | his customers. [ never drean
s s sort of long but s puge!"Contraversial programs are | that he was 4 fellow who alway
worth reading. cither barred o censored to dull tried to be on the band wagon. [

wonder |k‘ you really think that
fellow discovers | newspapers are so dumb that at

1 keep on seeing by the papers | deal.
that you don’t like the American Right away the
press, particularly the n('w\rm['t' ths t adio business| least half nf them did not the
tion of it, but that the radio is| 41" a)) fie is in the advertising | handwriting on the wall at least as
swell. BeMg both a newspaper and [ {1 &0 160" 0 right up to his|soon as you did. If you'll grant
afadio man I thought 1 would ‘“”ln.-ck far as keeping the ether | that much you'll have to admit|
B in hand and drop you B linG. | fy)) “thav's the only businesy he is| that there’s a symptom of freedom

very time you blast ncw‘lmvt‘" in.. He can’t get a third of his in-|in fighting a lost cause when you

and you're a haney at it, the press, | ‘rnm‘ from listeners, like the news- | feel sure that a majority of

which you doesn’t give both| b, "15es He is dependent abso- | customers a T haven't

sides, prints what you say.- That | Fitie o0 Ivertising. [seen politicians doing much of it

docen't | How come that the wicked ad- |lately, ‘eept the Socialists and
i

“Won't Take It Lying Down" vergisers give a couple hundred| T
A lot of your boy-friends don’ um,xf..,,\\ of business to radio and | Then too, brother, if I were you
like the press either. There is m | take it away from the newspapers|I wouldn't lose much sleep about
tle reason why they. should ,M,..), vou think they control? The |the waning influence of the press.
that's their right, but when you|truth is that neither newspapers|Never in history has it been -

ay that lh< press of Ameriea is | nor radio are controlled or in-|er. What's bothering you is a rec-
not free and is controlled you | flyen u( |., dvertisers, nor do ad-| ollection of the old, starved, de-
tread on lh( toes of a free Ameri- | yert ok to control them. Ad-| pendent press that WAS kept—by

institution in which the Amer- | yertivers

st patronize folks be-| the boys in power. I know.
1 people are pretty interested | cqys

like them or like what | worked on it. So did you. It was
4 you tickle the corns of a crew | they Newspapersdon’t ac-| all peaches when our gang was in,
who will not take it lying down. | cept all the advertising that comes | but we swapped subscriptions for

I was hoping everybody was go- and ;none but the | potatocs when they were out;
serubs among them would change

ing to cut out the smear stuff and
a word of what they print be-

settle down to do a job for the |
country, but when you keep right |
on saying that American mv\\pm\
pers are hamstrung you myst ex-

I a word from folks who' know

etter,

You lastly abserve that about

807 of the press opposed Mr.

tooscvelt and that still he was

clected.  That very fact defeats

your un'nh\--nl that the press is
C:

'ty
of a rm- press, one that you would
like, § @ press that the government
could control as it docs your pal,

the - government and

Now y
censed by
must obtain renewals of its right

4 o exist at stated intervals. You
know it is restricted by rulc» from
expressing any’ rplnlnn. o'lp--
pers can have opinions, so any-
wny can express them, and dn

hat you mean is that you
don t like nu- kind of opinions they
express, . 'They don't
like yours chher and they are free
and independent enough to say so.
They are even independent enough
to disagree with the most power-
ful man in the world. Some 807
of them did. But if birds like you
will shut up they would like to get |
in_and pitch for the good of old
USA, now that the team has been

are published by

r
hat your idea

*| newspaper liquor advertising for a

floating along
Times Have Chan,

'Taint like that now, Harold.

cause somehady advertised  with| George Gallup. (and you know now
them. what a square guy he is) can show
Liquor Ad. Barred you that less than a third of news-

For example, Jommittte to| paper readers stop at the editorial

| Preserve (0 \nvmlulmn:nl Govern- l‘-‘ ere the brains de lu""\""(
ment a page ad in the New Tields its devilih powe ine.

Deal New York D ot | ty-eight per cent of 'em read the

ly New.
they loved lhv

because News but | newspages where your stuff runs.
heeause they wanted ta reach The old influence was there, Har:
re, old. It just laoks like your boys

v

s .,1,'4 cool | did a better selling job, must have

ad cuter copy in the papers, sa

don’t run liquor advertis, n the air. Even at that, a 10

of other papers do the same, ,.m‘ shift would have made your resig-
up their share of the 34 millionis of | nation stick.

ruth s, old

1d acovpt | newspapers have been

er- | but just the same ave be

¢ printing your stufl and that of all

your pals. They haven't held any|

rest of them but because of the of it back, not cven when you blast|

thm\v\mh of potgntial customers, them, More people are reading|

two-fisted drinkers, wha | newspapers-than any time in his|

They are reading better,
co and more independent

‘h.
you

timer, that
gin'

prineiple, but if they wou
it they would get their sh
haps more. Not becadse brewe
and distillers like Gannett and the

=4

X

se newspapers even if they | tory. |

are dry, more
The New York Times, the Hart.|PAPers and they are getting both
ford Times, the Nashville Banner|sides.

ieh| Just because they don't agree|
o | With a paper they.don't get all hot|
and bothered like you do.
Now that folks get both sides, r
unlike the old-time kept press \nui
for

and scores of newspapers wi
supported a Republican eandidat
for the first time this year didn't
get any advertising awards for it
and again for a principle they risk-

ed their birthright, the favor of are thinking about, they decide

theld Democratie roaders. [ _ themselves. It just happens that|
pose that fsmt a free press, I'm | TENE now your boys are cutting|
nulllm' “‘h political \“M ‘on it the capers’ they like and about|
" "t Until the press 107 more of them went your way
w m ..m New Deal that you be- than went the other. If coming

t
When within 107 of being right is an

about it,

ifferent
in thousands of different cities and‘
villages in Ameriea. They are li-|
censed by nobody except their| wa
Tenders. Thatss 4 pretty good old |
fashioned American licensing bur<‘
ean of itself. Think it ovér. The|
newspaper license ¢ s from
service to the people, service
causes 42 million people every da
to pay cash for newspapers. And
they get your fairhaired radio
free, Many papers get a third of
their revenue from their reade
‘The rest of their income come
from advertising. Newspapers are |
controlled. You are right, except|
- pis d the wrong controller.
They are contralled by their read-

ers.” If they were not they would |
have no readers and the adver-|

.| around with advertisers when t

\nu first went in the Cabinct you | thing against newspapers then I'm
\),,|,)“..L,| all over us. And, by the the Mikado. Even Mr. Roosevelt
you sit pretty close in the only came within 56 7 of it.

Cabinct to a couple of great big| Ballyhoo the Bunk
newspaper publishers, Jesse mm You are right about one thing
and Frank Knox. however. That old time ballyhoo

them? Probably J ht‘ out the “‘power of the press” is
u\:! ank all wrong. [the bunk. I hadn't heard of it for|
For the love of Mike, Harold,|Years, The power of the press is

i) and always was nothing more than |

9| the delivery of a message. The|
power lies in the message itself.
True of advertising, true of news
’m]umns. Americans always have
TF voul could Just sit in on sorse of | thought for themselves. They get
the battles your “controlled prc«"}"“ message. They vote for the
s theonh Just o et s feeny. | M) they like or they buy a can

Y . i of beans the same way.
weeny little bit of adverti It is and always will e the

if the American press wante
body, what a lot

he to be !oohnw

| pickin® is so good in thmglon

A VERY
FEW
DOLLARS
PER
MONTH

Hti o hink are :,‘“““ newspaper which ogrries all of the
= i sages, all of tH news, Did you|
ever “hear the radio, without

charging for it, read an advertise-

ment that appeared in a nc\\!pn-i

Well Harold, old boy, the

paid stuff your folks put on the

air all was printed free by the

newspapers.  The  newspapers

H\en dug up the audience to listen

to you. And now you say the press

|isn’t free. Guess you didn’t think
u through.

Makes A Proposition
Getting back to that stuff about
being controlled by advertisemss I'll

Will Fix Up

your home?

We wi

home.

4Ml-nnm 5

Why put up with erowded liv ing conditions—why
put off needed repairs—when only a few dollars a
month will pay for a complete rﬂnndrlmg job on

| gladly cooperate with you and your con-
tractor in helping you with plans and ideas that
will bring new beanty and new comfort into your

LAWSON & SON .

Lmubf.vr « + Fuel . . Builders' Supplies

make a proposition. Have some ad-
vertister (pick (" biggest one
you know) call any rcputable lead-
ing newspaper and say that he has
10 pages of advertising—and
that's _something—which he will
| give the paper let him
dictate or even modify its news or
| editorial poliey. 1f the paper (and
don’t pull any shyster sheets on
me) falls for it lhm will give )ml‘
| another speech, I'll print it, buy |
you an Imperial crab dinner at
Herzog's and agree to vote for a.
fourth term.

You ean put this down ip the|
book. If ever a last word must be
spoken for the freedom apd inde-
pendence of the American people/|
3 that word will come from the last|
gasping issue of & newspaper and
| the imprisoned pen of a modern
| John Peter Zenger.

Anyway, Harold, why nop make
plume out of the smear brush
and fall in the parade with the rest
{of the folks behind America and
|the President. The newspapers|
lare. You'll krrp on talking this
| way *til first thing you know you'll
believe it, .

Hoping, this finds you well,
FRANK TRIPP.

Your Home
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A Giant Children’s Christmas

(Date To Be Announced)

100" In Prizes for Best Decorated Homes

-
|
'

'
[
'
'
'
|
|
|
'

'
1
'
'
|
'
'
'

Y
McBRIDE TEA ROOM, 124 W. Maple

F L Ty Y Yy SE40SLA0LLERERARARE

Birmingham Retail Merchants Association

B S, - - -9

Mis-Placed Article conlest .
Entry Blank !

MERCHANTS COOPERATING Mis-Placed Article
JOHN BALDWIN, INC., 190 W. Maple '

BECK CLEANERS, 332 N. Woodward
.

BIRMINGHAM FRUIT CO., 124 N. Woodward !
BODINE NEWS, 172 N. Woodward |

CHEER SHOP, 191 So. Woodward
CUNNINGHAM DRUG CO., Woodward at Maple
DICKINSON'S, 272 W. Maple

HAYMAN'S MARKET,

121 So. Woodward

HI-WAY FURNITURE MART, 1532 S. Woodward
INDIAN CRAFT SHOP, 116 S. Woodward
KAY BAUM SHOP, Hanna Bldg

KRESGE'S, No.

'
!

'

|

|

1

'

'

|

'

HUSTON HARDWARE, N. Woodward !
1

|

|

|

Woodward !
'

1

LA BELLE'S, West Maple

LEONARD ELECTRICAL CO., W. Maple

McBRIDE HARDWARE, 128 S. Woodward
McKEE'S SERVICE, 264 N. Woodward
MILKS" AUTO SUPPLY, Woodward at Merrill

MORTIMER'S, 136 N. Woodward

MULHOLLAND'S, 233 N. Woodward
OLSEN'S MARKET, 120 S. Woodward !
PARMENTER, FLORIST, 159 W. Maple :
PECK'S, 108 5. Woodward !
R. B. HOSE SHOP, 133 N. Woodward :
SELLS ELECTRIC, 288 W. Maple I
SFIRE BROS. MARKET, 180 W. Maple
SHAIN'S DRUG STORE, 105 W. Maple
STERNAL'S AUTO SUPPLY, 408 S. Woodward
STROUP'S MARKET, Wabeek Bldy., W. Maple
TWIN SHOP, West Maple Ave. .
VAUGHAN HATS, 153 W. Maple '
WABEEK PHARMACY, 296 W. Maple

WALTON JEWELRY, West Maple Ave. !

WlLl{AM'S BOOT SHOP, W. M, Ave. '

WILSON DRUG CO., 101 N. Woodward

WOOLWORTH, 5 and 10, 5. Woodward Near Maple

PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS HERE

NAME AGE

ADDRESS

'
'
-

Bring or Mail to Eccentric Office Befare 5 P. M. Tuesday
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GOODWILL PROGRAM

Presenting

arty

AND A BIG, NEW, EXCITING

“Mis-Placed Article”

CONTEST:
or More in

G [ e

For Finding the most.“Mis-Placed Articles” in
BIRMINGHAM STORE WINDOWS

c o "TE ST S15.00—First Prize

$10.00—Second Prize
STARTS TODAY
AND ENDS $ 5.00—Third Prize
SATURDAY NIGHT $ 3.00—Fourth Prize

PECEMBER 21t 2. 0—Fifth Prize

momomo"oqopofnnno-oupnmvwmrn&

Birmingham Merchants Will Give Prizes to Have -
You Inspect Their Windows During the Holiday
Season!

—

HERE ARE THE CONTEST RULES:

s cooperating in the contest.
in the space opposite the name
ry blank. (There will be just ONE

rehandise in the window which
For instance, & shoe in a
dy to Wear store, a bottle
such article, mark in the
ate the sale of the article

store windows each week
to Saturday night, December

5 o

pace in the entry blank.
ght or mailed to the Birmingham
M. Entry blanks post marked
1l not be considered. How-
—for, in case of ties, the
errors submitted to The

PRINTED on each

nners will be announced in
prizes within two weeks

hose tontestants whose

' of merchandise’ cot-

s the first entry blank

s First Prize. The enlr’
econd Prize, etc. LET'
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