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Ever since the first World War, experts on the
development of the youthful mind have encour.

. | aged the abandon.
Should “War” Be et of ans idea or
A:.Dance Theme?

0

vert the elimina-
Christmas time has been
sug, sl The it is Cinteresting to note
that last week, at Birmingham’s annual Pigskin
Prom, the decorative and amusement theme of
the evenidg was built wholly around the sordid
b s« of war,
_To quote Barhara Beecher, who ‘wrote a
deseription of the Prom for last week's Eceen-
T oria:

tion of war toy

“Baldwin High Sehool students had their
first taste of war last Friday night the
annual foothall danee, the Pigskin Prom.
Most original ever conceivied at the school,
the  de. I out the & y
the

e b
Ens such as ‘Duck in at the Air Raid
Shelter for a Snack’ 1 will be served
refreshiment stand.
areful when dancing be
cause of the huge bomb ‘crater” in the cen-
ter of the floor. Planes were heard overhead
» sounded. lights were dous-
rk you couldn’t tell
zens Jay flat on their

“We felt safe enongh
ing up

g
th soldiers | I
pd down in front of the doors, and #
Cross nurse ready to help any unfor-
tes wha got dancing.

Searchlights not only searched for enemy
phanes hut also helpad the danc
their partners,who were lost or k
the dark.” - |

These , Baldwag  Jrigh  school students, of
course, personally “abhor war and all that it
impli but the fact remains that they are 100
young to figu the profound part that their
recent “war theme” may play in their own
adult thinking. Which simply raises this que
tion: “Were wise in selecting Auc‘l a
theme? Was it okey for.the Baldwin faculty to
allow this theme to be developed, without an
effort to discourage it?” 3

We are not aitempting to criticize the
sters for their “war theme™ at all. We are merely
“thinking out loud” upon a subject that is the
world’s greatest concern. Even in the innocent
spirit of good fun, making a game of wi# does
things to mental attitudes that” hardly
matches up to o many other human activities
that seek to outlaw the barharic brutality of
damnable war.

Have any of our readers thoughts upon this

e tearle ;
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ding thet dovek
w property wilhin the limits of Birmingham in-

3¢ pimingham, wich. in The [Keep DOWN - mum of  mecessary  in

———|much “speculative property” wkKich, after the
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of sibdivision | : PREPAREDNESS

stall and pay for the maxi-

City Expenses provements hefore sy |

Knocking on Wood!

with Jou~x H. Harwooo

| “boom Twenties,” unwittingly snnexed too

11929 crash, became a drug upen the real estate
[ market. ‘This fact is casily seen when one re-
calls that nearly 70 pr cent of existing Birming-
cant’” Our city, fortunately,
nues to grow in population: this growth
| will sequire nicely timed decisions by the Com-
| mission, 1o the end that subdividers themselves
are requited 10 pay for imp which,
alas! in the “dear old days” were 100 often ‘sad-
{dled upon the whole taxpaying public.

i

/
| An exaiple of “mob-frenzy™ is evidenced in the
treatment accorded Vice-President.] t Henry
| oz A, Wa upon his arrival in
Mob-  Mevico City last week. There 1o
‘Frenzy represent the United States when
Mexico inaugurated its new Presi-
dent Manuel Avila Comacho, Mr. Wall was
jeered at and narrowly missed physical injury
when {nllnuf-rn of defeated candidate Almazan
stormed his ‘entourage. Not that these people
personally dislike Mr. Wallace at all: they
merely “feel™ that he symbolizes sympathy for
macho 1 =0, just might and does hap-
pen in-the U. S. A, the “mob-frenzy” overcomes
people and they manifest the same negative
qualities that ean result in frightful war.

In spite of the fact that a ma )
newspapers ware opposed 1o the re-election of
“ President Roosevelt ta a third
Power of 1erm. he won. This results in
Press” -~ <many people saying: “The
newspapers have lost their in-
t isn't quite true. For years
an_newspapers have Iml-n less partisan . .
in_their offerings 1o their readers: they often W ( o
of political campaign talk: riter Gues
y his, even though in their own editorial j'l] T . I
olumns they may plead for some specific ran W1 ry lo r\('('nmp 1
didate or issue that loses at election time. The -
real truth of the situation is this: the news
papers print the news, and this news is what| - By GENE ALL
fluences the  voters not  mere itorial Michigan Press A
opinion. If the news columns were “colg o
| perhaps the story would be different —which js league” ha- ned at cou
[a eredit to the character and methods of the e e il ot o e
average American newspaper, carrying out the iy D \a ner
tr,

: eleet Mu Wagzone ru
ition of a “frec and unkept press” in this =y hat will “Pat’ try to ac

¥ BUT SINCE YOU DON'T HAVE ONE — ;
ST YOUD BETTER DO YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING EARLY.

ses What Van Wagoner  —,
o T . | People’s
has Governor

- Column

Is Sure Tax Group

country. plish durir admins [ - K
i How will he get alor e Will Attack Schools
ation for those eight  publican legislat i
voung divinity students in New' York to refuse *trative board s o

ing up-for the draft in the U. S. A They 007l 0
ought to have registered ming exemp- G SR O
tion because of their conscience attitude toward the snow
war. The law allows for such exemptions. These skies are
young men were probably governed by their post winds wh
emations, more than their reagon: how could Y27 - Wasone
they serve their God well, if they refuse even to 70y 55!
serve their country? (By this we do not mean the b
| that they would have to bear arms re regis- marks, pross s
| tration is compliance and service to the law.) g analysis, here o fanly o
| picture of At s to vome

Administration ocr
Wagor
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| BEGAUSE OF A DISPUTE between rica's three
(large radio networks and the American Society
iuf Authors, Composers and Publishers, after
[ January 1 most of the old, familiar music you
have heen hearing will not, be on the air waves:

Van Wagoner

: . i1 seck a gradual liquid per cent
it seems that the musicians want double their | 00 state e, Agricultural Reform wer th
pay from the ra ations, so the latter have keeping result of fund L m

¢ independent

started their own machinery for getting music. having a specitied .
| We are glad that our national anthem is not a o ooy "ok each vear nut Teb
’rnp_\rix)m-d feature. o prensare grouy
;lh.m'.'s A QUEsTION  for  communities  using
| mechanical ¥oting machines to answer: I« it
|legal to place small, abbreviated digests of any
proposition before the voters, at the top of h the
th i instead of providing them with vroof enough th

s are wood and . or
quor revenue o Wawone

this  thr
I h

subject, for p in this per?
If you haye, send them in for next week's
Eccentric.

Three-fourths of the States now have state

police systems, with general authority to enforce
. all criminal laws.

State Police " There are limitations in

sy"em‘ f‘ many  commonwealths, but

the Internatio A

< the text of the entire proposition? We doubt it, ;‘nn"‘(\j‘znm .

very much. The law. intends that voters be af- | The governor
forded the right to read’the WHOLE proposi- | that  more boiese i
tion. of taxes, through a ce
| |agency, will enhance the
|4 tivity of the

es tax

sa)

| ESE FEDERAL INDICTMENTS relating to some of sore spot in state government

| Michigan's “political bosses™ ought 10 aid in it voked

| a better Republican Party. We trust spring in county where
1 Republi i

= of Police point out that the expan:
of state police authority is on the march:

W s generally agreed that state polie-
1 exceutive function, only half of the
tates have placed the departments under the
governor. Some of the others are under officials,
indirectly responsi e, but
ten States have polic to ind

on

| creat )

| that Michig will be able to fol. Fumors were thick t)
. 2 10 tailers were being

low a'type of leadership that will function in exemptions a

the interest of the people. Personally, we do not heing made oniie ¥ to

believe that Governor Dickinson rates such  ously

leadership, honest though he may be himself

We need younger nu-ri in that role.

and that

Budget Revision
Under the p [
gement, the le )
ates funds for use of state i

PROOF THAT MOST PEOPLE are interested in the | p

© resp T
dent boards or commissions.

In the twelve States which have no state po-
lice system, officers are restricted to the enforce-
ment of motor vehicle and highway regulations.
In time, it is believed, most of these depart.
ments will merge into genuine state police sys-
tems.

The size of the force employed varies with
the States, ranging from 14 members in South
Dakota to 1,595 in Pen i

The astrononiers iusist upors promptness on the
part of the heavenly hodies as they make their

appointed  rounds; hence |
30 Seconds there is some  consternagion

Ahead! over the fact that the planet
| Mereury, passing across the
fack-of the sun this month, was half-a-minute
ahead of schedule.
Immediately, the students of the stars spek
the cause of this aberration in the lkieﬂfﬁr
reason is that a tiny miscalculation might mean
u ieregularity in the turning of the earth upon
its axis, or in the movements of Mercury. Both
would require explanation,
' The United States Naval Observatory, which
announced the time when the contact was
- scheduled, will be asked to decide the question
and to determine, also, whether the clocks of

the nation should be set hack thirty seconds.

HERE'S & 600D RuLE 10 follow: Say what is on
your mind; say it profoundly —even if you have
o remain quiet!

1] K
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ton, Texas, where more people voted for o o o lupn) paler e dlo el
young woman in a_popularity v | their appropriationy,

d in the mayoralty dection. Which probably | For example, Budger Dir
reverts to that classic statement made by a GU% Hartman, wha has carncd
philosopher when he said: *Average people are 475107 f0r being hand-boiled o
| more interested in physical attractiveness than 1

|they are in mental and spiritual development

fire v refu 1
bitrarily to grant additional fu
- in excess of allotted budet
THERE 15 AN OLD American saying that “when h,;‘“ r:;‘,:.,'.‘,:',df"“‘ e
Greek meets Greek a new restaurant is started.” | oyblican study committee of the
But what happens in these warring days wheg |logilature 0 achioe | ool
Greek meets an Italian soldier? (Yet one oughy | objective: I tax-coll
not indict the courage or bravery of the aver: |5y Lot all tax collect
|age Malian soldier who, in the Greek campaign, nerier:.

is routed largely because of poor organization 2 Inest the sovorno
and leadership by his higher-ups.) power to veto individual items
WONDER IF RAISERS of turkeys, cranberries, and | j5oi4US | Appropriaon nabil. be sta
pumpkins were hehind the move to create two ity on the xe ‘

ve

The i« —_—
Thanksgiving Days in the U. S. A Anyway,  This ipose 3 housa : P H
compared with the rest of our earth, our coun.'of budset b ; o y ' ARAGRAP S i
try has enough to be grateful for <o that cvery I shending instinets o a jeoneck o ned, and opened)| -_—
day ought to be a thankful one. ture which giv, Sor 0,000 aged an firn Ought to Be
. — groups and thus invites fiscal - adio crooner’s w ta
WHAT GRAND TOURING DAYS are ahead for the D1°8 t0 the state administratior By

next, generation in this country! Imagine being
ablé o drive to Alaska or South America
Iwbich surely will be the privilege of U. S. A.
[folks in a decade or two. -

H ?
It is one thing to draft a bill
v something else
the legislature
This would be particularly truc

nder
;’ . . {in 1941 whed a Republican legisia soon
ALL PEOPLE COME into this world without anv ture would be asked New |
clothes on. Some of them endeavor to re n | own study committees. r
that way through much of their lives. (We -re- OT#anIZatIn wings o
fuse 10 reveal which sex we are referring i« O \ minute for r

00.)
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