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Until some type of causeway-bridge highway

structure is constructed 1o connect Michigan's
g Upper and  Lower
Building That Peninsulas, at  the

f Mackinac,

is going

Mackinac Bridge “rait

this subj
1o be discussed with little interruption. In the
discussic you may rest assured, various
methods of completing the job will he present.
ed: o supplant U i i
of a tun '
a causeway-bridge have be :
of the costs have run from $30,000.000 10 $100,.
000,000,

Personally.
eventually way 1o a cause-
way-bridge 1y ing link. Our only
i nee of thought with <o many others is th
low as possible, in
" « the strueture o self-liqui-
dating to say, the amount of traffie
that will go over it should be sufficient 10
1 the upkeep, together with retirement of the
bonds issued by government to build it.

Wi you get up into the higher cost figures,
it is silly to assume that the tra over it wil
pay the total costs.

that

ves

newspa

eral years ago we snggested a method of
tion that will. we believe do two thin

first, it will keep the cost low enough =o that
traffic will he able 1o maintain and pay for i
ond, the type of employment used in goodly
part will solve a tremendous social problem
that confronts the citizens of Michigan.

Our plan includes the use of all of the unem-

ployed prison labor available in Michizan's
three prisons, at lonia, Jackson, and Marquette.
We have suggested that a courageous Gover-
uor, aided by an equally courageous and far.
secing Legisl wtruet suitable barracks at
Mackinae City and St Ignace, from which points
thix prisou labor can be
permancut rock causeway. extending far enoug
over the seven w
iga 0 allow for one or more bridge spans:
these spans are merely 10 allow the regular
ste, traffic on the Great Lakes to pursue
their legitimate ways.

ol

Such a project wouldl relieve the problem of
prison. unemployment wh involves
several thousands of Michi inmates,
It would not only make
free labor in a field of nor
we say this only because th private construc.
tion of such a b with its attendant costs, is
not a current legitimate expense to be saddled
upon the taxpayers), but it would improve the
morale of our prison inmates,

npetition (and

In birief, we suggest a project which
quire, (rom 20 to 30 years 1o complete, but nev-
ertheless. a type of construction that, unlike
long series of humanly-made bridge spans, wil
require. far less in dollars for annual upkeep;
a type of construction that will withstand the
problem of shifting i 1 the Straits of
Magkivac: a.type. of 1 that will as.
sure. for the taxpayers the greatest return from
their investment.

For centuries nations have used slave or prison
labpr. 1o complete costly public projeets:” the
Pyramida were. thus constructed: even today, in
the Seuthy, prison labor is used on the roads

Se far as we know, the Co
of the proposed Mackinae Bridge has not given
any consideration 10 the use of prison labor for
this project. We humbly suggest that they do
S0,

2

mission in charge

People..in. Michigan's Lower Peninsula who
haye travelled above the Straits love these upper
hes. of lavely arca in their State: tourists
from .o_lhul tales can ulmll)o attracted 1o the
recreational attractions in the Upper Peninsula.
Those who preler the “inland mr“Paurauium of
a trip across the Straits by ferry may be able
to take such.a trip even after the proposed
causeway-bridge is constructed, by keeping a
ferty available for this purpose.

Fine! Lets haye more consideration of plans
far, ,«unrluiu_lhi- project. But let’s not over-
ook .a foalish- high cost: lets not overlogk. s
practieal, plan to improve prison morale. Let's
nol be sa inconsistent by attacking the grandiose
expenditures. of the New Deal, yer patterning
our desires for a Straits’ bridge after the New
Deal’s many, many costly and impractical pro-
Jects,

1
Ouk Stats Sexarer, William P, MeCallum,
Ann Arhog, is making quite a few statements o
late, “saying the dear people from the
tax polleeter.” Michigan will never for-
Ahat.itjwas Me McCallum, 10 a great extent,
Se-v?lp Tax ?ale the iniquitous
sy taking from people who paid their
right, to collect the dohlqzem taxes
il estate, so much of whizh was in the.
n . field. Personally, this- newspaper
)\ Senator to be more friendly to land
* than ta “the dear people.”

of

er between these |

| Law-making demands knowledge of the -Mun"
| affected by the law as well as intelligent appli-|
| # v cation of
' The $80,000 Mess in Tax the law af-,
1 ter it is on
Sale Funds at Lansing tocitio o,
books. Over at Lansing in the past few days
we have heard much about the misappropri
tion of $80,000 by former state officials. This is
the outgrowth of some stupid legislation. It so
happens that weekly newspapers have been held
up 1o scorn by their larger and richer cousins,
" the daily newspapers. This scorn is as stupid
the law covering this subject. |
There is one good reason—and only one—
why daily newspapers generally have not been:
chosen 1o publish the advertisements of the an-|
nual tax sale because the rate established |
for payment is so low the daily newspapers
would not take it.

Several years ago this writer was called in by
Vern J. Brown, then a member of the legisla-
ture, to help draft an intelligent rate for pay-
ment of the advertisements of delinquent taxes.

[ We proposed one rate, a low rate, for the

Wayne-Oakland-Macomb district where the de-
| scriptions are 90 per cent of subdivi lots

(short descriptions) and another and higher|
on for those counties where
most of the delinquent taxes were én iarm land,
described by “meets and bounds” (long descrip-
tions). The legislature fussed and fuddled
around and finally left the old rate in effect.
On other occasions there has been an honest
effort 1o get these rates equitably revised down.
ward without success.

Because that effort failed, the state continued
10 pay thousands of dollars in the southeastern
part of the state for the advertisements. Be-
was x0 much “soft money” in this
some  crooked polit ns apparently
ance to swell the treasury of their party
and to line their own pockets.

One Detroit newspaper editorially inferred
that the whole weekly newspaper fraternity was
subject to contempt. We resent that. Other u
state publishers resent it. In the same issue th
Detroit newspaper published a “legal notice
to locate the owners of twenty-three bonds. If
they got their regular advertising rate, it must
rost at least $1.00 for each of the bonds.
itorially suggested that a postcard
phed notsce be sent to the owner
of delinquent property. That
sounds fine. The smart big city-editorial writer
evidently didn’t know that property is not re-
corded in the owner's name for tax-delinquent
purposes —that the land, not the owner—is the
security for the delinquencies. Ownershiy

and do, change frequently. Morcover, it as
important that the holder of a mortgage interest
be notified. Hix name is not on the tax rolls.

T may be a better way of letting the own-
ers of tax. nquent property know that they
are about to lose their lands by tax sale than
| publishing in a newspaper. ary it has no
been discoveried. The exorbitant rates paid in
certain sections of the state are y and
solely the responsik The

ity of the legislature.
current mess at Lansing involves only those who
may have heen crooked enough to manipulate
state funds appropriated for a lawful purpose.
There is no substitute for common honesty or
common  sense. - Clinton  County  Republic
| News of St. Johns.

The death of Zane 3 Is us that he
wrote more than fifty novels and sold more

than 17,000,000 copies of them.
Zane Grey Mr. Grey's stories were not up

to accepled literary standards,
| but the people bought them. One sold a mijlion
and a half copies, which anybody will admit

is a pretty good sale.
While the author spent the latter years of his
life enjoy

g the fortune that came to him, the
early days of his writing often found him hun-
gry. His first book was written in a gy flat,
under the flickering gas lamp of a tiny kitchen,
It was rejected by publishers and finally pub-
lished by “the author on borrowed money. This
was in 1904 and the book, unlike his other
novels, sold poorly

In a few years, he used up all his savings and
those of his wife, who, however, would not let
[ him abandon his writing. Aga dis-
couragement when publishers rejected the “The
Last of the' Plainsmen.” Later, he wrote his firs
| Western romance, “The Heritage of the Desert,”

which was a success from the sales point of view.
| Then came, “Riders of the Purple Sage™ which |
started his great popularity and rewarded hi
with financial success.

The life story of this writer is lled with dis- |
appointments which would have discoura
most men. However, he retained faith in b
self and lived to enjoy the fame and wealth that
| was rightly his.

Americans boast of free speech but, very often,
it only means that they advocate freedom of |

speech for those who agree |
Free Speech— witl them.
Limited This is illustrated, it

seems, by the recent occur-
rence in San Antonio, Texas, where a mob of
some 5,000 citizens broke up a small meeting of
C ity

all. The presence of
ent to permit a little

200 pol
free speech.

It might as well be understood that Com-
munism, howeve v be, is not strong
enough in the Uni injure the people

is nation nearly as much as the suppressio

of their liberties. When mobs or officials can
break up a meeting, authorized by law, the law |
is useless. So is the freedom that it guarantees.

HICAN STATE CoLLEGE students are going to
| have official hitch-hiking stations in East Lans-
ing: painted yellow, they will inform a passing
lr-otorhl of the fact that “thumbers™ wanting to
| #o home over the weekend are really students,
| not ere.

MAYBE IT WAS A ¢ooD THING for the Unive y

of Michigan 1o take that trouncing from Illinois

last Saturday. “Sweet are the uses of adversity” |
is taught in the classrpom, and sometimes
athletic field provides the opportunity to apply
the adage.

)
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i Y SPEAKING |
“Grief can take care of itself, |
but to get the full value of joy |
somebody to di-
Mark Twain,

——
“Two sisters were reanited in

|
|
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|
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|
{
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People’s
Column

The Eccentric is pleased to receive
ommuni for  this column

All communications must be signed,

To the Editor

The Detroit Free Press once
said that clothes did not make the
man but clothes did have the first
crack at making impressions o
the man. But not with me; this
deponent saith not. If I can talk
with @ man or woman for half an
our. he or she will let fall some
words that will give me a fairly
good idea as to

y and calibe

people now
d nd their intelli-
gence. In the following sentences
there are some words used in the
wrong place and some words mis-
pronounced. I have underlined the
words and spelled them right di
rectly afterward
A county school ¢
speaking at a Christmas entertain-
ment two years ago in our school
congratulated the scholars on not
having marred the new desks, ad-
ding that no doubt the teachers |
had pled (pleaded) with them |
not to use their knives on them
The next person I will arraign was

a pastor’s wife who occupied the |
pulpit when he was absent. She |
told us once that when they kept |
a store she ioned (suspected)

uspi

certain_people of stealing from
them. Some years ago a nm{hl-nr’
woman told me that she was
American  born but  her father |
ame from the Pravidence (Prc

vince) of New Bruj n a
conversation quite rece with a

entl
young man who holds a cler
Job in a Detroit plant, he told me |
that we had a right to confisticate |
(confiscate) the billion  dollars
worth of gold that France ship
to this country for safe keeping
and apply it on her war debt to us
Wo cannot expect that the chil:
dren will speak properly if their
teachers and clders do not.

CHARLES MARTIN,
Route Birmingham

To the Editor: |
To The Citizens of Birmingham

I wish to take this opportunity
in behalf of the Birmingham Fire
Department to express my sincere
appreciation for the cooperation
received by the citizens of Bir-
mingham during Fire Prevention |

eck

Because there were no fires
which resulted with losses in Bir- |
mingham during Fire ntion |
Week convinces me of the interest |
shown by the local people in our
community in doing their part in

i E

¥

ard D

schools

superintendent
Father |
Cotter. of the Holy Name School,
or their cooperation with the stu-
ent fire prevention questionaires
Also Howard Holah. of the Bir-
mingham Theater, who again this
vear ran a fire prevention reel be.
fore his audience. Last but not
least T wish to thank The Birming. |
ham Eccentric which willingly pro-
vided adequate spacc for our
campai

n.
CEORGE 8. SCOTT, clerk,
Fire Prevention Bure

TOAST
Give me a cup of tea
With crispy buttered toast
fricasse.
Give cup of tea.
Though a la modes were free
And caviaf and roast,
I'd take a cup of tea
With crispy buttered toast.
—Reatrice McDonald

I'll Leave It to You

By JOHN DENLER

Osgood Kish, American, took his
first ride in an airplane the other
day. This would hardly be worth
mentioning were it not for the fact
that Mr. Kish had previously, time
and time again,
declared in no

me up
in_onc of those
things.”
the
they

fact
did 2

actually get Os-
good ish off
the ground s

news enough in
ut the
scoop lies in
the fact that
Osgood enjoy
his  first
plane ride,
a big kicl

xot

out of it t, he's
cady taken  his  second trip
through the ozone and can't wait

til he gets the chance to go acain

He's impressed with the great
saving in time which air travel
chalks up over land travel, with
the fact that one can cover great
distances by air without becoming
tired, and all the vest of the ad-
vantages played up in literature

cireulated by the various airlines
The thing that's made the great-
est hit of all with him, however

s the “marvelous service these air-
lines give you.”

“From the moment you call up
for

information on fiying sched-
Mr. Kish, with enthus-

iasm,
mosphere nd respect
f a sincere desire to serve—
sadly lacking in many business in-
stitutions today. And when you
o to pick up vour ticket, it's ‘Here

you ar Mr. 3 ank you,
sir.” A when you get on the |
plan first thing the hostess
does is smile and ask you if

vo
s it w

u're
perf comfortable. rm
enough “for you, sir’ Would you
like a pillow” for your head? Can

u anything? Here

o lof

Mr. Kish docsn't pretend to be

n authority on the railroads'
problems, but he offers this sug-
gestion, for what it may be wort

“The trouble with the railroads is
that they're more interested in
how many engineers and conduc-
tors they have who have been

the job for 50 rs than they are
in the
Ever hear of a conductor asking
anyone on his train if he was per-
fectly comfortable? Ever hear of a
conductor who didn't just about
bite your head off if you were even
s0 much as to ask him what time
it was? Ever see one of these ‘50-
years-with-th " bovs  whose
face didn’t look as though it would
crack wide open i were to try

to =mile? The railroads need to
modernisze their equipment, yes.
But what they need m than
this, eveng is t all of their

sourpuss conductors and start to
rate their employees on  their
cheerfulness, their courtesy to pas-
sengers, the extent to which they
SERVE, instead of on how many
years they've been riding the rails

eanwhile Osgoo

‘re doing a bang-uv job of inter-
preting the word SERVICE!"

Two Peruvian statesmen fought
a duel in which shots were ex-
changed without harm to either—.
which just about elinches the
opinion that it would be wise to
let the statesmen fight the wars.—
Portland, Oregonian

omfort of their passengers. |

more pawer to the airlines, They- |

Congressional

'3 Reprasentativa| |

Geerge A.

TS
Los Angeles recently after 27
years. It is said that one si
left the other over a quarter of a
century ago in search of a park-
ing place.”

——
“A household hint column ad- ™

vises young women that to keep
moths out of their bathing suits
they should put them in & jelly
glass and seal the lid down tight.”

—o—
PROFITABLE JOB

Oakland County’s dog warden
received $4,507.60 in fees during
1938, which is a handsome salary
for a dog catcher, even if he and
the dogs lead a dog’s life. The
Board of Supervisors have limited
his income to $2,580 & year from
fees, henceforth.

—o—

“It is being said that this is

phony war. But we shall under:

| stand the war better if we remem-

er that it was preceded by eight
years of phony peace.”— Walter
Lippmann.

—o—
LOCAL ACTION NEEDED
This scrivener would humbly
suggest a moratorium for the time
being on debates, discussions and
general worry by people about the
foreign situation. The time has
come for some missionary work in
our own back yard, and Oakland
County has plenty of problems
much more important, relatively
speaking, than the price of tea in
China and this_ 'umpteenth inning
of the war in Europe.
© be sure, Asia and Europe
have important issues at stake,
but how in the name of common
sense can we act
those questions if we don't even
know about the problems on our
own doorstep, let alone not having
solved them? How can you or |
be a good citizen of the United
States, salute the flag, sing “God
Bless America’ and all of that, if
our own Oakland County, for ex-
ample has hundreds of families
who face starvation this winter be-
cause no provision has been made
for their care? 't forget,
¢

Don't
and discontent thrive

Senate ap-
06, known as

on an empty stomach.

—o—
OAKLAND'S RELIEF SET.UP
Few -cople understand what

1939, by & |the Oakland County Board of Su-
H. J. Res. 306, | pervisors is trying to do, or how
enat. hﬂ\\L’Vt‘l’v‘lhr State. for that matter, can

amended the bill, originally pro.
posed by striking out all after (he'
enacting clause and substituting a
substantially new measure. On |
the following Thurs, Nov. 2,

e U. 8. epresenta-
. by a vote of 243 to
| 181, to instruct House conferees |
to insist upon the retention of the
arms embargo
| A comparison of the various
features  of our measures
|dealing with the subject of neu-
trality is now in order and this
brief analysis follows:

Munitions Control: Government
control over the munitions indus-
try on a permanent
ba Neutrality Act of

|

|

this control
remains in effect under the Act
1

| Arms Embargo: Exports of mu
nitions and implements of war to
or for belligerent countries was |
forbidden by the
936, and 1937;
permits such exports on a cash-
and-carry basis

Munitions exports in U. S, sh

Exports of munitions in U. S,
as forbidden in the Acts of
36, and 193 the same

on is continued in the Act

Cash-and.carry: The cash-and-
Carry pri included in the
Act of 1937 expired on May 1,
939; this provision is made man-
except for specified areas
of Europe under ghe Act

| dato:
outside

Loans and credits:
credits to belligerents w

den in the Acts of . 19
nd 1937; this prohibition is con- |
tinued in the Act of 1939; the!

|Johnson Act of 1934 forbids loans |
to any defaultine war debtor. |

Travel on belligerent ships: In
the Acts of 1935 and 1936 the |
ban on travel of U. 8. citizens nn'
belligerent ships was left to the
| President; in the Act of 1937 this
an was made mandatory with
certain exceptions; in the Act of
(1939 the ban continues to be
| mandatory. |

| _Ban on entering combat are.
| The Act of 1939 contains
left to the President, on U. 8.
ships and U. 8. citizens entering
combat areas

Arming of U. S. merchant shipa: |
The arming of U. S. merchant |
ships was forbidden in the Act of
1937 and the prohibition is con-
d in the Act of 1939

Travel or shipping to belligerent
lestinations: The Act of 1939 for-
bids travel of U. 8. passengers or

transportation of U. S. goods in
| U.S. ships to a belligerent destina-
Ition except for certain specified
areas; this is an added provision.
Entry and departure of subma.
i and armed ships: The re.
strictions as to the entry and de-
parture of submarines are sub-
stantially the same in all four
Acts; restrictions as to the entry
and departure of armed merchant
ships are similar in the Acts of
1937 and 1930,
trictions on use of U. §.

ports: Restrictive measures, left
to the Pre , as to use of
U. S. ports as sunplv bases for bel-

ligerent ships also are similar in
all four Acts

|bute the nece:

|unit plan in a recent v
|ing a return to the county

on,

solve the problem of relief for the
unemployed. And no where in the
state do things appear more un-
certain than in Oakland Count:
making the outlook dark and the
problem really serious.

In the last fiscal vear, Oakland
contributed only $60,878 for re-
tief, while the State contributed
{$1,007,000. Further, it has been
|charged by the State that local
nits held back $40.000 they
should have paid in to the county
relief administration—a further
example of the haphazard way the
problem has been handled, for re-
lief on the unit plan in this
meaning that ostensibly
and township must take
own indige .
tice, however, i
[turned over to the county
with each unit obligated t
ry money.

Birmingham's supervisors think
the unit plan is fine, for our local
|relief problem negligible com-
| pared to some of the other units
In all, 18 supervisors defended the

plan. (A two-thirds vote or 39
wWere necessary to make th
change; only 38 votes could be

mustered. )
I

——

The unit plan is fine for Bir-
mingham, but it may entail star.
ion for hundreds of families
ving in poorer communities. That
s one thing to think about.

A second factor to coritate up-
is that these families may
starve anyway unless more state
aid is forthcoming, for even if re.
ief were handled on a county-
basis—that is, through funds
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tax
levy—-there be
e to feed the .
State aid on a large scale
a dire necessity before the

money for this pui
you know—a Imdr Ilh:‘-‘m
it reduces waste but mot 1
condemns people to starvation.
—o—
DOMESTIC
The problem is far
to be covered in a few
graphs such as the f
problem simply can mot
missed with the
these men would get out
a job, or if they would do

thing to support lhen-elvu‘
wouldn't be on the welfare.

ad the same idea when she said:
The people want bread?
them eat cake!” As everyone

knows. it was this disdain for the
common people which ended in the
French Revolution.

have unconsciously been doing this
very thing.

Happem"ng’—s-1
of Long Ago

Fifty Years Ago
Nov. 14, 1889
There is great complaint -of
fences being broken and trees in-
jured by the carelessness of peo-
ple who drive stock to and from
pastures. Cattle are not allowed
on the street in this town and per-
sons finding them should net be
slow to make complaint.
The defeated post office cans
idates talk of buying the old
vel pit and making a permas
nent home. Good idea.
Alex McBride of Pontiac, son
of James McBride of this place,

with his wife, has gone to Durango,
Colo., for his health. We hope
beneficial to

the change will be
hi

m. )
Bub Burns’ horses came running
down Maple avenue one
week, connected only by a neek-
yoke. They came up behind a
carriage. in  whieh were seated
Misses Sibley and Sly, and wreck-
ed the whole turnout. Fortunate-
lv the girls were uninjured, but
were scared nearly to death,

Twenty-five Years Aga
3, 1

3 914
What is described A con
irresistible offensive of

the Russian army, resulting in the
evacuation of Poland by the Ger-
mans is revorted today as successs

fully establishing itself in German
territory at Pleschen, 15 miles west
of the Russo-German frontier.

The German cruiser E‘m

whose sensational raids on

. shipping and even on allied. war-

ships have been a constant source
of humiliation to the British ade
miralty is no more. Finally ro.rd
into battle by the Austrian cruiser
Svdney, the Emden was sent
ashore on fire from stem to stern.

Five Years Ago

Nov. 15, 1934

Thad D. Seeley, receiver for the

closed First National k of alr-
mingham, announced Wedn

that he has filed a formal applica-

tion with the Comptroller of the

Currency at Washington for a new.

loan on the bank's assets from the

Reconstruction Finance comy

¥e

S. Starr, city assessor of‘mww
field Hills, not to spread the 1934
State and county taxes in that eity
on the county’s equalized valua-
tions was adopted by the

field Hills commission Tuesday
night.
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