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WASHINGTON.—The old war

between public power and
private utilities has broken out
again, with the vast TVA project
as the scene of the latest bat-
t;

Personalities make the war
more colorful than ever. Most
active among proponents of pub-
lic power is Senator George
Norris, popularly referred to as
the father of TVA. He it is who
is most anxious to see that his
baby is not too severely spanked.
Siding with him, but in violent
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wreck the auge public power
schme than merely to clean up

the situation
Arthur E. Morgan, chairman
of the TVA, is the man respon-
sible for bringing on the pres=
ent loud outcries. His charges
of dishohesty and misconduct on
the part of /cllow directors Mor-
gan and Lilienthal—so far un-
substantiated — were responsible
for the present unfavorable pub-
licity. Some most-violently an-
tipathetic to the project have
gone so far as to compare the
i TVA to

are the project’s three directors
—Arthur E. Morgan, David
Lilienthal and Harcourt Morgan.
It was their administrative
squabble that brought the pres-
ent demand to wash TVA's linen
in a Senate investigation.
Enemies of the TVA would
like to see Andrew J. May,
chairman of the House Military
Affairs Committee, included
among th i to make

allegedly
the Teapot Dome scandal.
PR

HE split among the directors
first came to public notice in
the summer of 1936, when Chair-
man Morgan told President
Roosevelt that he would resign
if Lilienthal was reappointed.
Lilienthal was reappointed, but
the only action Morgan took was
to become more virulent in his
ion of the other two

ose

any such investigation. May long
has been on the side of the anti-

TVA forces.
. .
NOT even TVA's most enthu-
siastic supporters can object
to an investigation, because such
objections would appear founded
on a fear that Senate snoopers
uncover administrative

dirt. Nevertheless, there are
many who would like to see any
such investigation squelched,

fearing that it might be domi-

nated by foes more anxious to
L

directors, through magazine ar-
ticles and public statements.
That breach never has been
closed. Now it appears to have
widened to the breaking point.

The important thing about the
whole unsavory affair, however,
is not that the directors of the
TVA are on trial, nor that the
TVA itself is on trial, but that
the whole question of whether
the federal government shall
“compete” with private power
companies is again being threshed
out in Congress.
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