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CHRISTMAS LT
LIGHT . . . . thats what Christmas ) |

rit to a troubled land.
LIGHT of soul to conquer flesh anc
Tust
LIGHT 10 point our steps
where we stand . ,
IN the realm of happiness with friends,
IN the place :
ISN'T that what for
ALL Hix children, the whole worl‘ around?
LIGHT, tl ol of this
LIGHT, though it may come from sun or sur.
OR from lesser bodies in the “urld.
TOUCHES us, wl eler we

are.

wher
1T of !h,m ras shine this year|
|

will guide us right.
ed from Gy
1 et shine like sun or stars,
b candle lights the right:
EACH u‘r..‘. whoe'er, where'er we are.
Can send forth gieaming rays of Christmas|
LIGHT!

(koA

Thix newspaper wanls to pat public tribute Im
a local school teacher, Merlyn Smile i who hac i
urage enough one eve|

Local Teachers uing lust weeh 1o tell, a
Are Underpaid ,..m..(.r parents
il school faculty

Jbers, ineluding some of |Iu- Board of Education,
that local teachers are underpai
1t did require considerable personal courage
to perform this public sery and it is to the|
credit o( hoth |Iu Board of E Im.nmu, lllnulull

o
.l

sportsman !

T he Birmingham Board of Education, of it-|
self. is not r(ppunnlllh for the low salaries paid
teachers here. The fault lies in the fact that the |
Board is not able 1o collect sufficient taxes w0
maintain a higher standard of wages..

This situation came about several years ago
when nearby rural Oakland County voted |

erate under the 15.)
since part of Troy Township is
ham school district, and since they thus kept
their portion of taxes for the support of schools

i of § er 1 dollars of
valuation, the entire  Birmingham
rict was required to get along on

-h‘dnly over 50 per cent of operating revenue
that was available prior to 193

In future issues of The Eccentric we shall ex-
plain how this has come. about, and publish
suggestions as to how it may be overcome, so
that local teachers will be able to get decent
living wages. .

One of the vl rges that Herr Hitler mak.
against democratic countries is that public o

ion is not
Hitler Follows iic insists that irreapon.
Two Rules sble newspapens, by

printinginflamatory
articles, ereate bad fecling which eventually lead
to hostility, q |
Upeon the ba: argument, the Nazi Gov-|
emment reaches into other countries and at-
pts to prevent the publication of articles,
that are injurious to Nazi prestige. However, in|
Germany itself, where the press is absolutely
controlled, one finds articles against other |
states. This was notably the case against Czecho-
sloyakia and, even now, controlled German|
newspapers are printing articles designed 10
create trouble in Ruman
As near as one can make out, the German'
Gavernment has two rules, one of which it at.|
tempts to apply in other countries and the other|
the:* in Germany. I\mu-d'lmu ly, under one|
¥ *encourage anvthing that might disrupt|
other. countries and help the vnprt:l\’l of. \up
dumnu and under the other they try to sur.'

m everything that is the ‘least critical of |
T and his "K"'
t: highest nml Towest points in the U
are located within eighty
‘High and

ed |
ix miles of | |

Approximately 2,100 square|

in this coun.
try are below sea level, nearly!

which is in California, and Death \'nlky‘
lowe.t. 276 feet below the level of the sea.|
ly-nx mnl« me. Mt Whitney, the|

he U %ulw

llv-hwl o‘- 45-#% feel‘ according |u'

w p‘ the Geological S

m Punts miles of dry land #
all
is

ny a|

wrwlnhwdlmh the .

| this:

|Origin Of 1
tontrtted | T

“Ui Indmnmllxzn Penpb‘ul

'TWAS EVEI THUS!

wlllm; 10 help solve
It’s The Job ’

Of Us A to others, and by \he time |
these children lavc %rm they will be like |
two-thirds of the adult population of the world.
who ‘let George’ solve their problems at home, |
he schoals and churches, :uul even in/
politics.”

That statement was made one evemug last |
right_here in Birmingham when Dr.
Eugene Ellfott, State Superintendent of Public
I on, addressed a group of parents and
teachers in*the Baklwin high school.

That is-a terrific indictment of the irrespon-
sibility of aduhs, isn't it? Is it true? We agree

to turn

with all fair-minded persons who declare that
|itis. ls is the source of mm-h of today’s confu-
B i Ve likewise agree.

with those who say it is.
“llnl are we, the adulls, going to do to co
Is there anything that we
can do? Of u-urn-,llmrp is. What shall we do?
Tan't the answer to this question something like
all any of us need 1o do is to do what we
1, within the sphere of our own responsibility
and influence.
plain that children are unruly and
v school? Are they not equally so
amgl if we correct the hame numlmu
correcting “part of  the

Do we col

aren’t
oblem?

we

e we satisfied with the church as an i
we aren’t, are

ic
| we participating in its routine activities 1o cor-

rect the fault?  Are we commending. the
preacher for his good qualities and sermons?
| Are we criticising him for his deficiencies —con-
structively eriticising him?

Are we satisfied with the way government is
u,u‘rmlln“" If not, do we attend the meetings

public bodies, write our thoughts to City
1m|u| ssioners, nors, Congressmen, Se
tors. and even the President of the United
States?

In short, are we, th adults, who have cre
the world’s conditions of today rticipating
the preservation of the world’s goodness, and
.Ium,. what we can, as individuals, to correct the
vils?

It ix surprising to be advised. through the
chart of Dr. Willard Thorpe, placed on exhibit
‘ re the monopoly
igating commit-
tee, that about one-
fifth of all business
con United States fail annually,
Even in the face of the fisures, wh

Business Failures
Surprising

rerns in the

ch we are

ha
ul 1..-‘ unable o dispute, it is hard to helieve that the %

average life of a husiness firm is only five years.
Vet a-study made in Poughkeepsie, New York,
shows that only 469 per cent. of new fims
lasted more than three v 4 per cent. ten
vears and 9.7 per « cars.

This brings to mind the evident fact that bus
¢ problems under a den
In addition to being off
+ business ix now compelled by
ume some social. obligations.
ably, it appears that it will eventually be ne
sary for those attempting 10 engage in business
for themselves to have some special training for
the undertaking.

It is not necessary to point out that an un
successful business generally creates unfair ¢
petition for other enterprises. The manufac.
turer who undersells himself inta bankruptey
certainly injures legitimate producers and wi
out doubt. does nothing beneficial 1o the con-
suming public in the long run. The same may
be said of r, who, through ignorance
inefli not undl-muml how 1o

e llave
heard of iun-qwn uced people going into busi-
ness and into bankruptey because of a laok of
business training. .

Some of the ntists of the world are much
interested in determining when human thought
hard Paget,
tish scientist, thinks it began

ught

qualities in h

1o se
mind and g

e them pantomim

z

willing to agree with the Hrili-h
scientist that human Ilmu-'fll did not be

fore human beings acqu the powers that Iu
lists. However, in the interest of truth, we must
report that the world is filled with human be-
ings who can separate ohj actions and qual
ties in their minds and give them pantomin
symbols, and still remain unable to thi

re;

We BeLigve lu AT testimonial hanquets for foot-
ball players are fine events. We also suggegt
that some attention be paid 1o boys and ‘girls

[ who show high scholastiv and Teal. rship types

of marks. So, since the an- Club banqueted
[ the football players, which of Exchiange or
Rotary will banquet the other group? (Better
call Bechtold quickly, boys— before the
other gels the jump on vou, eh?)

Verzon W. Guirkrrn, Birmingham fire chief.
ms parents to be careful of Christmas light-
he and his boyvs don't want their haliday

s interrupted by having o put out any-
bod\- house-on-fire. And the rmplr them-
selve % Join you in this wish!

Who, At CHRISTMAS time cach vear, is more
over-burdened than your Postman? These blue-

clad chaps, with or without whiskers, certainly
maké dandy Santa Clauses.

Birwi uf Women Voters
alarmed at Ilw ineredeed accident rate
| mile automobile drivers, last week passed a reso-
! lution voring the age limit raised from 14 0
17 years, cuz‘l‘ in cases where the need is ab-
| solate. We te the ladies for their interest
and mlmman One need but spend a tim

i ocal streets, wl roulh is on
ess the danger that lurks when
and. recklessness of many of our

juveniles steer |the motor car.
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Living cost
admittedly b
qualifications

i edu
teachers hery

T
of

communities,
I am not concer
sake of the feachers,

when good leave

su tea
for more lucrative locations, Good
teachers and good teaching are of
vital importance in Education

It is also disheartening and dis-
couraging to the mary cxcellent
teachers whoe remain with

realize there is no' chance
mediate  improvement. 1 admit
there are many. many workers in
much worse dilemmas, but 1 have
always felt that the tesponsibility
of training children, academically.
socially, Iy become

worthy v Democ
racy » that of the
Parents
Dr. Elliott urged his auditors to
realize they must activ rtic
P in maintaining dnocrat
nment and not leave it up
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Wild Ducks and Geese Increase
Due to Bag Limits and Weather

JASHINGTON.—Water  fowl

hunters in the United States
have polished their guns and
put them on the rack, except
in the southern where
the seasongends 29. Be-
fore the ducks and geese fly
south again and sportsmen fol-
low, the birds will have been
trailed as far south as the jun-
gles of Mexico and as far north
as Labrador by scouts of the
Repartment of Agriculture’s Bio-
18gical Survey.

One of the first experiments
tn balanced economy initiated by
the New Deal was an investiga-
tion begun’ i 1933-34 of the
“water fowl depression.” Large-
Iy because of the Department of
Agriculture’s efforts in this Yield,
there has been a steady increase
ince 1935 in duck and geese
populations.

It

possible during the
current hunting season 0 relax
some of the stringent rules in
force to protect the birds from
greedy sportsten. When water

fowl were plentiful the open
season  lasted about three
months.

The season was restricted to
30 days last year, and this year
was open for 45 days. By lim-
iting ‘each hunter’s skill 0 10 a
day; by outlawing baiting and
the use of live decoys; by re-
stricting hunters lo the use of
3-shell repeating guns, and 'by
duck and geese refuge projects,
the government has reducec the
chlnm lnll water fowl may be-

scafee they will oo
Innlﬂ' be “fair” gam
Since 1933 the Department of

Agricuiture has acquired and
developed 1,500,000 acres for
139 refuges for migratory wa=

ter fowl. Sixteen new refuges
were this year on
205.000 acres ‘of sub-marginal
or eroded fa'm land. CCC and

WPA labor was ne
oping these profect

Agriculture o
this work admit mod
thev are not entirelv responsible
for the satisfactory
their program W,
great deal to do
Drouth discourages
inz of water fowl as
does farming.

The year-round studics of De-
partment of Agriculture
mide co-operation of
The Naval At Sercics the Coast
Guard. state game anc police
officers. and civilian caretakers
of private bunting clubs. indicate
there are about 40 million ducks
and geese which winter. summer
and breed in the United States.
This figure shows an encour-
aging rain in the water fowl
population since the government
undertook to studv and protect
it the program will he con-
tinued for some time because
even with this increase the total
stock of ducks and geese on this
continent is not mafe than two-
thirds of what existéd before the
so-called “water fowl® depres-
.
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