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based on logic. For instance, Noel Coward's crazy characters are
sccepted by the reader who might shudder at the "thought of
dding some of the things they do, but he may have often longed
to, subconsciously. He will be honest enough to admit this and
to concede that, crazy or not, these are real people.

his pet idiosyncracy as well. He said he would mever respect an

author whio condescended either to his reader or to his charac- |
ters. “Give ‘your réader credit for a little intelligence,” he used |
to roar, poundmx the desk.' “Never, never, NEVER say a girl |

A'very popular expository writing professor in college had }

By E. G. Whitney
1 this harried lite of ours w8'have little tiua for analysia of
our problems of truly logical thinking on any subject.: For ex-
ample, I am trying to rush through this column in order to tackle
another job. Since newspapers and maga-
zines try to ‘boil down’ their copy for quick
reading why not apply the same principle
to our every day existance
We could prepare, during one of our rare
leisure moments, form letters dealing with
bank overdrafts, delinquent bills, invitations
and whatnot.. Take the man who received a
letter reminding him of a long overdue ac-
He replied: “Yours of the 22nd has
been received. We list our creditors (1)
Those who will be paid promptly(2) T
who will be paid sometime (3) Those who
bly never will be paid. In view of your
ndly letter we are pleased to advise that
s been takeri off No. 3 listing and promoted <o
fion.” This man could quickly revise this form
n insulting dun

count.
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when a large compay needed, for instance, a hewspaper or pub-
buld-look up my ca hing like

. Skiny. Nervous. Flys

criminal uuvnl -

bridge and ba

Skidded through
zalker
Likes chocolate milk
es (lie detec-
e regularly.
d, conscientious

» date
Prolific

major in j Continually

n other people’s by

he is adept in writing all kinds of
s here). Lik hates
for ck Claims he
this point)

to sha
h

flowers,

ndness

dren
tor exploded at

By Jane E. McClellan
and the
r, there won't be an;
take ce the ¢
of D.B.S. by the Coronet girls they'll let no
have all the honors in baseball so
going to have s a Memorial
Day sandlot ball game there'll be much
ado in some field here in town next wéek-
end, 56 plan to be there to root your favorite
friend around the Fred Boynton
and Harriet Brelsford got together over the
week-end when Harriet down from
State to be at the second annual Key dance at
| the Mich n Union with Fred who was one
of the committeemen for the affair Bill
Cobb’s g ambition at this point is to
emulate “Bud” Bassett, the best
model aeroplane maker in this part of the
country and speaking of the Cobbs, do
you know what Louise reminds us of when she laughs?
one erying in the next room, or down the hall . . . In a burst of
1 energy, brought on perhaps by the round of parties they
attending in the last ten days, Ellic Wryey and Elaine
Cree threaten to take a canoe trip about Quarton Luke.
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The Society Department, (all two of us,) was dissolved in tears
last week after reading Wiliam Maxwell's new “They
Like Swallows.” The book is at the Library d is well worth
reading immediatély. Mr. Maxwell was only 23 or 24 when he
wroth it, but he has the touch of a genius and the unspoiled
vision of the two little children of which he writes. And,
while we're writing in this Fine Arts vein, why ‘don't you treat
yourselves to a gopd movie? “A Star Is Born” is the best thit
these old eyes, (in the words of Woollcott, another good critic.)
have seen in many a-moon. - Janet Gaynor is not the sickeningly
sweet little number that she has always seemed, but is a well-
turned out mature actress, and Frederic March, our answer to
many prayers on the subject of men, is perfect. The whole
thing is-done in Technicolor and seems worth seeing at least
twice.'

—o—

Just in case you're curious, no one in the editorial dept. of
this here now paper concoets the homespun philosophy which
numbs our readers in the column “Back Fencing.”

By Carol Dvrlley

Once upon a time we thought our way to fame and fortune
lay in authorship. Writing books seemed an easy career; just
putting your thoughts on paper and getting paid for -it. Now
that we know a little bit more about it, we
still like the idea—but we know it's work.

Best-seller writer Dorothea Brande once
whipped together a manual of practical in-
structions to aspiring authors, and called it
“Becoming an Author.”" Two, of her many
rules are astoundingly simpldh Her first is:
Never talk akout what you're going to write,
People febl it their duty to ask a begin-
ner to outline his latest plot. 1f he consents
often enough, his work will be stale before
it’s even finished. And he will find it hard to
maintain a fresh viewpoint on something he'’s
heard so many times. Her other command is:
Set a time every morning, and say, “Precise-
Iy then I'll write for 15 minutes (or more).” Mrs. Brande advises
Warying one's starting point. often, to make the self-made ap-
pointment as difficult as possible to keep. This, faithfully ad-
herod to, she affirms, will soon teach the embiyo author to get
a lot of work done in a short time, and will-also make him feel
that he can suffer any inconveniénce rather than be untrue to
his work.

This winter we met a lady who supports herself—and right
swell, too—by writing fiction, and who gives & few creative writ-
ing courses on the side. For no mean sum she guarantees to de-
flate the most stubborn egoist, in one easy lesson. Her chief
gridge against novice authors it that they don’t maintain a con-
stant point of view. She says that even if the reader dogsn't
- realize the fault, it will go: against his subconscious grain o
see the author jump from the brain of one character to another,
‘becanse it is impossible. Even the most fantastic tales must be

is jbe her blue eyes, blonde hair and gorgeods |
mmng and Jet the reader decide for himself whether or .\nl!’
she’s & honey. For all you know, he may prefer brunettes.” The |
same mhan continually drammed this into his classes,
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lkno‘nn( how you feel about ‘em. Let things happen, buk don't
/exprﬂe your own n|\|mon After’all, you're only the guy who
wrete i
These are only a few, of ‘things on which instructors :nyist
Now add to these prerequisites, the priceless quality of timelinass,
and carful consideration of the trend in reader interes\, as well
as your native talent. Writing’s an easy career; just write down
anything that comes intp your head and get paid for it .\

It was s thrilling story that A murmur of sympathy\ rolled “L"r‘“!‘h
Smith had to tell. fram the lips of- his listenery, but m‘
“I had lost all hope,” he said, -Just as he was preparing ta re- 1"
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you happen_te notice
me lending you five dollas in th
autumn of 1919

“as 1 sank for the third time, my
past life rose up before me in
series of grim, realistic pictures.
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